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SO now there existed in the capital of Germany a 
Peace Society, about which as a center branch so- 
cieties would presumably group themselves in all the 

larger German cities. The proposed task of forming a 
widespread public opinion was, therefore, well underway. 
I saw with delight, in my imagination, an undeviating 
development of the movement I clearly recognized, 
however, that the beginnings were comparatively insig- 
nificant What were our two or three thousand oigan- 
ized members compared to the thousand five hundred 
millions that popuhite the earth? And how puny, not 
only in numbers but also in power and reputation, 
compared to the representatives and supporters of the 
old system 1 But what is the significance of the first 
violet-dotted patch of grass compared to the fields, 
stretching miles and miles, still covered with the snows 
of March? It signifies that the spring is at hand* 
What signifies the first gleam of dawn penetrating the 
mantle of night ? It sigmiies that the sunrise is coming, 
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Thus I accepted the modest results achieved up to 
that time by the peace idea, and harbored no doubt 
that the element of spring, the element of light that 
abides in it, must come to fulfillment in gradual but 
uninterrupted and ever swifter progression. 

I have no doubt of it either, even at the present day; 
but I have learned from experience that such move- 
ments do not take place in so straight a line and in 
such a regular tempo as I then supposed. It is a zig- 
zag line, now attaining great height and. speed, then 
sinking down again; it apparently vanishes, and then 
with a new start reaches quite unexpected points* And 
all direct, methodical (guttewussie) work— to use the 
tiresome, hackneyed word — is on the one hand ham- 
pered, on the other helped, by unanticipated, invisible 
secondary influences; more often helped than ham- 
pered, for, where any innovation is to be introduced, 
its forces converge from all directions. 

Our life was now richly filled We enjoyed two 
special blessings which one can hardly think of in 
combination, — impetuous reaching out into the wide 
world, and peace in our quiet comen Full of hopes, 
expectations, struggles, in flaming enthusiasm or in 
overwhelming indignation, we set sail into the future; 
and a sheltered, safe little nest, beautifully pillowed 
with love and gayety, was ours at that time. 

Many expressed their pity for us because we were 
childless. The blessing of children is, indeed, regarded 
as the highest happiness ; but I have never expressed 
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in these memoirs one single word of regret for this 
Jack, nor have we» either of us* ever complained of it 
Possibly, if we had known that good fortune, we should 

not have been able to comprehend how such a depri- 
vation can be borne without pain ; but it is a fact, our 
childlessness never cost us a sigh. I explain this in 

this way : not only did we find perfect satisf:iction in 
each other, but that need of living for the future which 
lies at the basis of the desire to have offspring and to 
woA and provide for them was satisfied in our case 
by our vocation, which also was striving for the future, 
and which delighted in something still in its inhuicy, 
but growing and flourishing. Besides, we had our lit- 
erary activity, and it is well known and recognized in 
popular language that authorship is a kind of paternity 
(Auiorsckafi isi eine Art Vaterschaft\ 

And yet how absolutely different my life had shaped 
itself from what had been anticipated in my childhood 
and youth 1 I often had at this time occasion to turn 
my thoughts back to those days of )outh and child- 
hood, and to refresh my recollections of them. My old 
Aunt Lotti, Elvira's mother, who was now quite alone 
in the world and had nothing to love except me, had 
moved into our neighborhood. She lived about an 
hour^s walk from Harmannsdoif, and I used to drive 
over to see her at least once a week, and chat with her 
for an hour or two, on old reminiscences for the most 
part She took the liveliest interest in my domestic 
happiness and my labors, and yet we liked best to talk 
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together of times gone by, of the days when Elviia and 

I played " puff " together. 

Aunt Lotti was really the only link that connected 
me with my early life. My brother was still alive» to be 
sure, but, except for an exchange of letters once in a 
great while, we were quite out of touch with each other. 
So in these recollections I have had nothing to say of 
hinu He was an odd fish, living perfectly aloof from 
mankind and isolated in a small Dahiiatian city, occu- 
pying himself with floriculture and chess. His company 
consisted of a number of cats. Solitary walks along 
the seashore, the reading of botanical and mineralogi- 
cai works, were his only passions. I had not seen him 
since 1872, and up to the time of his death, which 
occurred a few years ago, we never met again. 

In the year of 1S93 attend any Peace 

G)ngress. Ever since I was carried away by this 
movement, I have counted the stations of my recollec- 
tions for the most part by journeys to Peace Congresses, 
for these always brought visible tokens of the progress 
of the cause that was so dear to my heart and the pos- 
sibility of taking an active part in helping it along. 
They brought me into touchy too, with the old friends, 
and led to the formation of new friendships; finally, 
they took us to new places in envirunnients iMtherto 
unknown, and they procured for us that enjoyment 
which My Own drank in with the greatest avidity, — 
travel itself. To get into a carriage together, and then 

to be o£E and away — it was an indescribable joy 1 
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The Congress this year was held at Chicago, in 
connection with the exposition which was called the 

** World's Fair." Our means were not sufficient for 
such a long journey and we gave it up. I intrusted the 
duty of representing me at this Congress to my friend 
Malaria, the celebrated painter Frau Olga Wisinger. 
She had been with us in the Austrian delegation at 
Rome, and was an enthusiastic adherent of the cause; 
so the mission was in good hands. The name Ma- 
laria " is only a nickname and docs not refer in any way 
to the great artist's feverish propensities. This was its 
origin: at Rome all the participants had to register 
their names and occupations, that a list of those pres- 
ent might be printed and distributed; so in the Aus- 
trian group we read. " Signora Olga Wisinger, Mdaria," 
for that was the way the Italians had deciphered the 
word malerin^ "painter." 

During the World's Fair, countless congresses were 
held in Chicago, and one of them was the Congress of 
Religions. All the great sects of the world had sent 
their dignitaries to represent them. This was certainly 
the first time that the promulgators of diHerent creeds 
had come together, not to proselyte or to battle with 
one another, but to bring out the principles that are 
common to them all. And Christian bishops, Mosaic 
rabbis, Buddhist and Mohammedan priests, found them- 
selves at one in the principle: God is the father of all ; 
therefore all are brethren. So there was also a peace 
principle resulting from this Congress of Religions. 
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The actual Peace Congress which met August i4-i9> 
in- the Art Institute, under the Administrative Depart- 
ment of the Columbian Exposition, was presided over 
by Josiah Quincy, Assistant Secretary of State. Among 
the participants and speakers was William Jennings 
Bryan, who in the year 1904 ran as Roosevelt's oppo- 
nent for the presidency of the United States, and who 
may perhaps at some future election win the victory. 

In this Congress delegates from Africa and China 
participated. Europeans were only slimly represented. 
The journey across the great pond, which means for 
Americans only **a trip," still frightens the inhabitants 
of our continent Dr. Adolf Richter went from Ger- 
many, Dr. Darby from England, Monetafrom Italy, and 
from Austria — Malaria." The Americans of course 
were well represented and by distinguished men, — 
scholars, judges, statesmen. A soldier even, General 
Charles H. Howard, gave an address on the Interna- 
tional Tribunal A special church convention joined 
the movement by referring to the projected petition 
of the various Christian bodies of the world to the 
governments in behalf of the Court of Arbitration. 
This plan was carried out, and the petition, which was 
signed by about a hundred ecclesiastical dignitaries 
of all countries, was subsequently laid before all the 
heads of governments. I was intrusted with the duty 
of presenting the copy destined for the Emperor of 
Austria. 
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VASlLI VERESHCHAGIN 

Vereshchigin in Vienna • He doet the honors at his exhibition • **A]1 
Quiet before Plevna" • "Apotheosis of War** • Mdtke standing before 
this pictitre > A piclsire of what Vereshcfa^gin Umself had seen during the 
war and painted • GonoeniiQg a picture which he could not paint • FMwr 
RBiniaoeDoes of Us mi&tsiy life • His Napoleon pioboes • A reflaaik of 
WiUiam II regardfaig them > War and hunting 

NOW I will tell about VasHi Vereshch^n, When 
I learned that the great Russian painter, who was 

battling with his brush against the same foe that I was 
fighting witii my pen, was staying in Vienna, where he 
was exhibiting a number of his pictures, I hastened 
to the city to see those celebrated paintings, — "All 
Quiet before Plevna," the "Apotheosis of War," and 
all those other variously named indictments of wan 
Even in the titles that he gave his pictures the artist 
expressed the bitterness which, next to the pain, ani- 
mated his brush. The sentinel forgotten in the wilder- 
ness of snow, standing there until the drift reaches half 
to his breast,: — that was what Vereshch^n*s genius 
saw back of the generals' well-known dispatch, "All 
quiet before Plevna"; and a pyramid of skulls sur- 
rounded by a flock of flapping ravens, — thus he de- 
picted the "Apotheosis of War." 

Even before I had managed to get to the exhibition, 
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I received a note from the painter inviting me to 

come to the studio on a certain day at ten o'clock in 
the morning ; he would be there and would himself do 
the honors. We were on hand punctually. My Own 
and I. Vereshch^gin received us at the door. He was 
of medium height, and wore a long gray beard ; full of 
animation and fluent in q>eech (he spoke in French), 
he had a passionate nature subdued by irony. ; 

* We are colleagues and comrades, gracious lady"; 
such was his greeting. And then he led us from 
picture to picture, and related how each came to be 

painted and what idea was in his mind as he worked. 
At many of the paintings we could not suppress a 
cry of horror. 

" Perhaps you believe that is exaggerated ? No, 
the reality is much more terrible. I have often been 
reproached for representing war in its evil, repulsive 
aspect; as if war had two aspects, — a pleasing, attrac- 
tive side, and another ugly, repulsive. There is only 
one kind of war, with only one end and aim: the 
enemy must suffer as much as possible ; must lose as 
many as possible in killed, wounded, and prisoners; 
must receive one blow after another until he asks 
for quarter." 

As we stopped in front of the Apotheosis of War,** 
he called our attention to an inscription in small Rus- 
sian letters near the border of the picture. 

*You can*t read that; it is Russian and means, 
* Dedicated to the Conquerors of the Past: the Present 
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and the Future.* When the picture was on exhibitian 
in Berlin, Moltke stood in front of it I was by his side, 
and I translated the words for him ; the dedication was 
a dig at him toa" 

Another painting represented a road buried in a 
thick covering of snow, with here and there hands or 
feet sticking out of it 

^ What in heaven's name is that?** we cried* 

'* No work of the imagination. It is actual fact that 
in winter, both in the last Turko-Russian war and dur- 
ing other campaigns, the road along which the regi- 
ments were passing was covered with corpses; one 
who had not seen it would find it hard to believe. The 
wheels of the cannons, the tumbrels and other wagons, 
would crush the wretched men, still living, down into 
the ruts, where the dead bodies were deliberately left 
that the road might not be injured; and they were 
pressed way down under the snow, only the protrud- 
ing legs and arms showing here and there that the 
road was a thickly populated graveyard. • • 

** I understand,** said I, that you were blamed for 
depicting the most horrible things that you saw," 

** The most horrible ? Na I found much dramatic 
material from which I absolutely recoiled, because I 
was utterly unable to put it on the canvas. For in- 
stance, I had the following experience: my brother,^ 

^Sergydt Vatflgei^tch Vcreshchlgin. Stflt another brother, Alexander 
VaiilgevitGh Vemhchigin, «as iromded hi die aaroe campaign, and ghree 
vivid pictnres of the faonron ef the aiarefa hi hia vohnne^ **At Heaie and hi 
War." 
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who was an aide to General Skobele£» was killed dur- 
ing the third assault on Plevna. The spot where he fell 

was held by the enemy, so I could not rescue his body. 
Three months later, when Plevna was in our hands, I 
went to the place and found it covered with bodies, 
— more correctly, with skeletons; wherever I looked I 
found skuUs grinning at me, and here and there skele- 
tons still wearing shirts and tattered clothe& They 
seemed to be pointing with their hands somewhere 
into the distance. Which of these was my brother ? I 
carefully examined the tatters, the configuration of the 
skulls, the eye sockets, and I could n*t stand it; the 
tears streamed from my eyes, and for a long time I 
could not control my loud sobbing. Nevertheless, I 
sat down and made a sketch of this place, which 
reminded me of Dante*s pictures of hell. I wanted 
to produce such a picture, with my own figure search- 
ing among all those skeletons— impossible! Again, 
a year later, two years later, when I began on the 
canvas, the same tears choked me and prevented me 
from proceeding; and so I have never been able to 
finish that picture." 

I am warranted in saying that I am repeating Veresh- 
chigin*s own words, for I urged him then and there 
to incorporate in an article what he had just told me, 
and send it to me for my monthly periodical. He 
granted my wish, and in the seventh and eighth issues 
of Du Waffm nieder for 1893 Vereshchdgin published 
these reminiscences and many others besides. 

12 
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'*In order to get a clearer idea of what war con- 
tinued Vereshchigin, made up my mind to bean eye- 
witness of the whole thing. I participated in an infan- 
try charge on the enemy, and, as it happened, I led the 
attack. I have been in a cavalry skinnish and victory, 
and I have been with the marines on board of a tor- 
pedo boat in an attack on great ships. On this last 
occasion I was punished for my curiosity by a severe 
wound, which almost sent me to kingdom come, to 
continue my observations there." 

Well, we know to-day that it was indeed his fate to 
be dispatched into the next world by a Japanese mine. 
Almost the first news that startled the world at the 
time of the Russo-Japanese War was that of the sink- 
ing of the ironclad Peiropavkvsk^ which ran on a mine. 
Vereshchagin, pencil in hand, was on board, sketching. 
A shock, a cry of anguish from eight hundred throats, 
and down into the depths sank ship and crew I Veresh- 
ch^gin's intention was to observe and depict the events 
of the most modern of wars — what would those pictures 
have turned out to be? Perhaps it would have been 
as impossible to finish them as it was to reproduce the 
scene at Plevna. There are horrors which incapacitate 
the artist's hand or darken the observer's mind. The 
Russo-Japanese War brought the general madness to a 
head. Vereshchagin s vibnml artist spirit would per- 
haps have been the first to become mad if he had ever 
tried to paint the scenes which have been enacted on 
barbed wire arid in wolf-pits (irous-de-laup), 
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A few years later — let me here complete my per- 
sonal recollections of Vereshchdgin — I met him a 

second time. He was giving in Vienna an exhibition 
of his series of Napoleon pictures. It is said that 
Emperor William II, on seeing one of these paint* 
ings, remarked to him : " With these, dear master, you 
are battling against war more effectually than all the 
Peace Congresses in the world" 

Nevertheless, I believe that the artist's intention was 
not in the least to engage in that sort of battle. He 
wanted to be true. He did not hate war at all; he 
found in it the excitements of the chase. 

I have many times killed men in battle," — these 
are his own words, — " and I can say from experience 
that the excitement, as well as the feeling of satisfac- 
tion and contentment, that comes after killing a man 
is precisely like the sensation which comes when one 
has brought down uncommonly large game." 
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THE COMMITTEE MEETING AT BRUSSELS 

AND ITS RESULTS 

Committee meeting oL the InLerparliamentary Union at Brussels • Letter 
from Senator Trarieux • Address to Gladstone • Address to the French and 
Italian deputies • Warning at to the dutiea of the Union • The "Inevitable 
nar ** between France and Italy • The caie of Aigue^-Moitei • Setttement 
through the finends of peace in both oountiies 

IT was decided at the Interparliamentary Conference 
which was held at Bern in the year 1892, that the 
next one should meet at Christian ia ; but this intention 
was frustrated by circumstances. The conflict between 
Sweden and Norway, which led, twelve years later, to 
the separation of the two countries, had even then 
taken such form as to make it clearly inadvisable to 
select the Norwegian capital as the seat of an inter- 
national conference. 

So the Conference itself fell through. As a substitute 
for it the members of the bureau, or managing board, 
of the Interparliamentar)^ Union met at Brussels for a 
committee meeting. This board had been organized 
the preceding year at Bern, and consisted ol the fol« 
lowing members: Dr. Baumbach, men:iber of the Prus- 
sian Upper House (represented by Dr. Max Hirsch); 
Baron von Pirquet, member of the Imperial Parlia- 
ment (Austria); Don Arturo de Marcoartu, senator 
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(Spain); Trarieux, senator (France) ; Right Honorable 
Philip Stanhope, member of the House of Commons 

(England) , Marquis Pa ndolfi, deputy (Italy); Ullman, 
president of the Storthing (Norway), represented by 
Fr6d€ric Bajer» deputy (Denmark); Rahusen, deputy 
(Netherlands) ; Urechia, senator (Roumania) ; Gobat, 
national councilor, head of the Interparliamentary 
Bureau (Switzerland). 

I got very little information from the newspapers 
regarding the sessions of this committee, I only knew 
that Pandolfi wanted to propose the institution of a 
permanent diplomatic council for the adjustment of 
national quarrels, and Stanhope the establishment of 
an international tribunaL So, in order to get more 
definite information, I wrote to Senator Trarieux and 
received the following reply: 

Senate^ Paris, November 3, 1903 

Dear Madam : 

I was glad to learn from your letter that our Brussels Conference 
made a good impression in your country, and I thank you smoerdy 
for the personal sympa&y that you manifest towaid 11s. 

I beUeve^ just as you do, that, although we must ngret that we 
did not meet in a fuU conference at Chiistiania, m aooofdanoe with 
the vote at Bern, nevertheless we succeeded in oounteractiqg this 
disappdntment by the important tiansacddns of our bureau. 

Although each regular group of the Inteipailiamentary XJnion was 
represented by only one ddej^ at Brossds, yet we fdt stiong be- 
cause of the assurances of confidence which were transmitted to us 
from thousands of colleagues ; and our resohres, if approved, have 
scarcely less authority than if they had been the result of the votes 
of our mandators thonselves. 

Our chief labu' was the final determination of the order of business 
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which in the future is to obtain in the deliberatkms of the Umon. 
I trust they will be accepted by the next Conference. 

Above all we endeavored not to step out of the sphere within which 
we have from the start confined our undertaking. We diensh tlie 
conviction that in order to reach our goal we must not dream of 
beiog an academy in which aU questions can be treated. 

We do not desire to be confounded with revolutionaiy cosmopoli- 
tanism ; we therefore exdude from our programme everything that 
might cause the governments to look on us with suspicion. We do 
not talk of dianges in the map of Europe, nor of rectification of 
boundaries, nor of any attack on the principle of nationality, nor of a 
sohitkm of those problems of external politics on account of wfakfa 
natkms hold themselves ready for war; we take up only the study of 
those proposals which aim directly at doing away with war and sub- 
stituting for it the solution of difficulties through a regularly consti- 
tuted jurisdiction, — that is a ground un which the broad-minded 
patriots of all countries may meet 

We have not limited ourselves to the preparation of our pro- 
gramme, but have also passed several resolutions, the importance of 
which you must have recc)ij;ni /cd if they came to your knowledge. 

Thus we voted to send to Mr. Gladstone a congratulatory ad- 
dress regarding the words which he uttered in the English House 
of Commons on the proposed court of arbitration; moreover, we 
have sent a petition to our colleagues of the regular groups in the 
French and Italian parliaments, urging them most strongly to work 
with all their energies for a re^prothemeni of their two great couih 
tries, which now are unfortunately kqit apart tfaiough imaginaiy 
antagomsm* 

I am sendiqg you» grackms bdy, bodi of llieae documents, wUch, 
on account of tbe Idas expressed in tliem, deserved to be made pub- 
licly known tliroiifgbout the whole workL They are only words, Co be^ 
sure, but words which exert an influence, because they oorrespon^to 
the highest endeavors of mankind and contain nothing that armbses 
critkasm even from the most timid of the practical-minded. who 
contemns them makes a mistake; contempt and skepticism are out of 
place when it is a que8tu>n of penetrating Into the secret thoughts of 
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nations, of finding the way to their hearts, and of bringing new truths 
before the minds of rulers. 

Kindly remember me to Baron Suttner, and accept, gracious lady, 
my most respectful homage. 

L. Trarieiix, Senator 

Inclosed were copies of the addresses sent by the 
Bureau of the Interparliamentary Union to Gladstone 
and the French and Italian deputies. I here print 
the text of these documents, long since buried in the 
archives and forgotten, because I believe that they af- 
ford valuable information for those of my readers who 
are seeking from my memoirs to acquaint themselves 
with the history of the peace movement In the letter 
to Gladstone can be seen the development of the prin- 
ciple of the court of arbitration, which a few years 
later found expression in the Hague Tribunal and 
numerous arbitration treaties. The actual origin goes 
still further back» to be sure ; but the phase here elu- 
cidated gave the impulse to its speedy accomplishment, 
as is shown still more clearly in the report of the 
Interparliamentary Conference of the following year 
(1894) Hague. 

To THB Prime Minister, William £. GiAsmomt 

Your Excellency : 

We have just read the debates that have been held in the I^nglish 
House of Commons ^ concerning the motion of Mr. William Randal 
Cremer and Sir John Lubbock relative to a permanent treaty of 
arbitnition between Great fintain and the United States, and we 

^ Session of June 10, 1^3. — B. S. 
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take the greatest possible satisfaction in the following passage from 

your speech * : 

** I will only say in conclusion these few words ; and although 
these declarations in favor of arbitration and in the general interests 
of peace, as well as against vast miHtaxy establishments, are of great 
vahie, there is another method of prooeediiig which, I think, in our 
limited sphere, we upon this bench have endeavored to promote, and 
to which I have attached very considerable value, and tliat is tbe pro- 
motkm oi what I may call a Central Tribunal in Europe, a Council of 
the Great Powers, hi iduch it may be anticipated, or at all events 
maybe favofal^ conjectured, that ihe rival aeSliahneflaes, if I may uae 
BO barbarous an exprwrioB. may neutralize one another, and aomethinsr 
fte impartial authority may be attained for the settlement of dis> 
pntes. I am quite oonvfnoed tiiat if selfishness were to be sunk and 
eacii attte were to attain to some tokraUe capacity of fomdqg a 
moderate crtimate of its own dainu, in audi a case the action of a 
central authority in Europe would be of Inestimabfe vahie." 

These declarations and resolutions, sir, have interested us gp^tly, 
and while wc thank yoa from the bottom of our hearts for the power- 
ful support they give to the ideas of v^hich wc have constituted our- 
selves the official representatives in the eyes of Europe, we take it 
upon ourselves to emphasize their political importance. 

Thanks to you, it is now a certainty that the great states will 
accept the idea of breaking with the barbaric rule of war and, by 
means of a systematic organization of mtemational law, of preparing 
the way for the peaceful solution of conflicts such as might arise be- 
tween the different nations. It seems to us that your wise and noble 
words cannot have too wide a publicity, and we shall endeavor to cir> 
culate tbem as far as possible in the states which we have the honor 
to repTBSciit* 

But we do not confine ourselves to offering this public homage to 
you; we are also bold enou^ to append a respectful request 

Words are foigotlen and signifjr nothmg without deeds. It is far 
more possibfe for you than for us to give them an effectual sanction 

^ In the course of this speech Gladstone made the statementt *'MiUUurinB 
is iiuleed a most teiribk ciurse for civilization.'* — B. S. 
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by taking the initiative for positive resolutions, — of course, as far as 
is permitted by diplomatic considerations. 

It se«ms to us that England is in a position to set a p^at example 
by making a proposal like that made by the United States of Amenca, 
and it would delight us if you rcgard«i it as possible, now that the 
official negotiations with that ^eat power have been begun, to go a step 
further and offer to negotiate arbitration treaties with such other 
powers as should be favorably disposed, since you have so openly 
declared yourself in their favor. In our opinion theSC WOUld be the 
best means of assuring peace among the nations. 

We believe that no voice would have greater authority than yours 
in bringing these new ideas to the attention of the governments, and 
that the result of such a work would be the noblest crown of a glori- 
ous career, which perhaps appears more splendid by reason of the 
services which you have perfonned in behalf of humanitaiian ideas 
than ol those which you have rendered to your own ooimtiy. 

The second address shows very distinctly what views 
were held during the first year of its existence by the 
Interparliamentary Board regarding the tasks and du* 
ties of the members of the Union. Our contemporaries 

who follow parliamentary proceedings will, alas, be able 
to attest that these tasks were not accomphshed. 

Letter to the French and Italian Deputies 

Your Board of tfie Interpaxfomentaiy Conference has just com- 
pleted its labors, and you w3I reodve its report ; but it has thought 
it expedient, before separating, to call your most earnest attention 
to the obligation which is incumbent upon you, of working with all 
your might to dissipate the clouds which of late iiave been rolling up 
between )-(>ur two great countries. 

The strained relations between France and Italy could not fail to 
awaken the apprehensions of the Interparliamentary Board, and, while 
it docs not wish to criticise diplomatic actions, the modiiication of 
which is not within its province, it desires, nevertheless, to express 
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die opimon that thane cadst no grounds for insoluble disagrQemait, 
and diat cordial relations» which are of sudi weighty impoitanoe for 
the peace of the world, can be resumed. 

If enrinting aHiances — as the contracting parties are continually 
asserting — ^are intended only to guarantee the European balance of 
power, ttien there can be no reason for nations whidi are united by 
the holy bond of oommon of%in to live on a footing of such enmity 
as might at any moment degenerate into menace. Elxaggerated sen- 
sitiveness or regretuble misunderstandings arc alone responsible for 
a state of affairs which at all costs must be cleared up. The French 
and the Italian people are fundamentally inspired by an eager desire 
for peace. The idea of an armed conflict is repugnant to them both. 
A fratricidal strife which should brincf them face to face on the battle- 
field would be a real crime and would mean a backward step in civili- 
zation. Public opinion, it would seem, might be easily roused against 
such a misfortune. To enlighten public opinion, to remind it of its real 
interests, — this it is for which you should exert your influence. En- 
deavor above all things to make your colleagues in the parliaments 
to which you belong, share in your anxieties, which doubtless are 
equal to those borne by us. Conjure the journals of both your coun- 
tries to be serviceable to you by avoiding in their discussions every- 
thing that might embitter the controversies ; or, better stiU, let them 
use their efforts to calm eidted feelings. Make it plain to your fellow 
countrymen that such insignificant motives should not be allowed to 
end in the most horrible of all disasters. 

Your boaid has no doubt, honored colleagues, that tiiis act of in* 
tervention would be worthy of you and that it would redound to the 
gbry of the Interparliamentary Conference, and it begs you most 
earnestly not to let our appeal remain unheard. 

The ill feeling between Italy and France referred to 
in this letter has long since given way to a friendly 
relationship. But at that time it had reached the 

point that seemed to give occasion for the certain 
** inevitable war" always seen by the military circles 
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as everywhere threatening; that is to say, beckoning. 
Then there is incitement in this direction on the part 

of the press, there are iriitalions aniong the people, 
and it comes to brawls and fights which keep adding 
to the bitterness. 

In the summer of 1893 a fight had taken place In a 
workshop in a village of southern France, — Aigues- 
Moites, — where Italians were employed. What first 
gave rise to it was the foot that an Italian workman 
washed some dirty trousers in a French spring, I find 
the following observation regarding this circumstance 
jotted down in my diary : 

September 8* The international affairs of Europe 
rest on such sound and reasonable foundations that 

such an occasion is all that is required to bring so 
called high politics " into action, and to make histo- 
rians resigned to the necessity of entering in their 
annals beside the War of the White and Red Roses 
the War of the Dirty Trousers. 

The incident gave rise to many articles in the papers 

— the Aigues-Mortes story was headed " Franco-Italian 
Friction** — and to national demonstrations. 
But fortunately there was already a peace movement 

The Italian Chamber on the one side, with four hun- 
dred members belonging to the Interparliamentary 
Union; on the other the action of the Frenchmen, 

Frederic Passy, Trarieux, and others, managed to 
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dispel the danger. Of course the " war-in-sight-loving " 
circles were not contented. The following dispatch 
from Rome was sent to the Figaro on the twenty* 
second of August: 

The Conscnatives have agreed to send an address to the King ; 
they blame the Ministry for showing too great weakness in hinderir^g 
the national demonstrations and putting up wiUi the demoDfttrations 
favorable to the Fiench. 

So only hostile demonstrations are to be encouraged 1 
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* FROM DIARY AND PORTFOLIO 

Extracts from diary • Caprivi in wappoTt of the military bill • Bebel^s inter- 
pellatioa • Iii?eiilioni»£alni]]cl^(oof doth - Settleme^ 
tion • King Akunderto his Sovians • Dynamite tsqgediei hi Spain • Vint 
of the Rnpiian fleet at Toulon - Marooartu'aleitiertome • His letter to Julet 
Sfanon • General inquiry of the Paiia Fl^atv aa to a gift for theTnxtaa • 
My answer to it - Exchange of letters with simile Zob 

T \ THEN I look back for further recollections of 



V V the yezr 1893, s-^d turn the leaves of my diary 
to refresh my memory, I discover that I was not inter- 
ested in incidents of my own life, but rather in the 
events of contemporary history, and especially in such 
political phenomena as appertained to questions of 
peace and war. Among the complicated doings of 
the world, the features which I followed — and still 
continue to follow — with passionate interest were the 
phases of a battle, — the battle which a new idea, 
a young movement, had b^^n to wage with deep- 
rooted existing phenomena. After the manifestations 
and impressions produced by the powerful " Old," I 
listened toward the future and followed with the keen- 
est attention and hopefulness the growth of the as 
yet invisible and feeble " New," whereof the great 
mass of people still had no knowledge. I saw clearly 
that the tiny plant had started to grow, but I was 
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also well aware how stony the soil was, how harsh 
were the winds that opposed the development of 

its life. 

How difierent are the contents of my diary and the 
pictures in my memory now from those of my youth 1 
Then the center was my own person and all that con- 
cerned it, — plans for an artistic career and for mar- 
riage» worldly pleasures, domestic cares, and such a 
lack of understanding and of interest in the events of 
the day that I scarcely knew what was going on ; and 
a contemporaneous war was noted only after it had 
broken out, and was disposed of with aline in my day's 
records. But since I had become engrossed in the peace 
question my soul had become a kind of seismograph* 
which was affected by the slightest political shocks. 

Here are a few extracts from my diary of the year 
1393: 

January 18. Caprivi*s speech in support of the 

military bill was pure fanfare. It almost signalized 
the advance of the hostile troops through the Branden- 
burg Gate, and once more brought into circulation the 
word ** offensive," which had in a laige measure gone 
out of fashion; for in the last twenty years pleas for 
armaments have been made only in the name of 
defense. The Danish Peace Society entered a protest 
against the insinuation in the Chancellor's speech in 
regard to the probable attitude in the next war. As if, 
indeed^ the next war were thus to be announced t We 
talk about the horrors of a posbibie war of the future 

as 
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in Europe, but the definite article we do not like to 
use, — we do not speak of '*the next aukhda-fk** 

March i. The question of peace and arbitration 
came up yesterday for open debate in the German 
Reichstag. Bebel inquires whether the authorities are 

going to join witli England and the United States in 
their endeavors to bring about a solution of inter- 
national differences by a court of arbitration. Secretary 
of State von Marschall replies that the United States 
had, in their brief communication, made no tender in 
this direction. Nature makes no leaps; still less does 
official politics. The question came to debate without 
result, but it was not pushed aside with a smile. 

March 2a A man named Dowe is said to have in- 
vented a bullet-proof cloth. If the contest between 
resistance and penetration, as it is carried on be- 
tween torpedo and armor plate at sea, is to involve 
the land forces also, there will probably ensue the 
accelerated ruin of the nations and a reducHo ad absur- 
dum of all warfare. Just imagine 1 a new military bill 
for providing the millions of the army with bullet- 
proof wadding, — this voted and furnished at the same 
time in all countries; and this, if war should break 
out at this stage of the game, would afford a lovely 
campaign of unwoundable opponents! Then there 
would have to be a hasty majority demand for new 
offensive weapons with buUet-proof-wadding-pierceable 
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bombshells (fired, wherever possible, from mines and 
balloons, from the frogV and birdVeyc view), then the 
introduction of armored umbrellas and mine-proof 
overshoes, — and ail this lor the maintenance of 
Peace.** . • • 

April 4. Today the arbitrators meet in the build- 
ing of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Paris, to 
settle the Bering question. Such an event ought to 
give the editorial writers of the whole world subject 
matter for extended observations, and ought to be 
accompanied by magnificent pageantry. 

April la Our papers have published the news of 
the Bering arbitration without comment On the other 

hand, the Westminster Gazette writes: " If the intrin- 
sic importance of events and the outward demon- 
strations were in {proportion, the report of the Bering 
arbitration would ring throughout the world to-day." 
And the Daily Telegraph: "The Bering arbitration, 
as well as that on the Alabama question, affords man- 
kind to<lay a majestic spectacle.** An estimate of the 
importance of the event — typical of the daily press 
— is afforded by the Paris Figaro^ which adds the 
observation that the seal question, if it is decided by 
the arbitration commission in a humanitarian manner, 
will involve a rise in the price of sealskins and per- 
suade our fine ladies to have economical recourse to 
rabbit skins 1 

a; 
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September 8* King Alexander addressed his Ser- 
vians on his sevenUentk birthday; ** Heroes I For ten 

years I have belonged to the army, and as your gen- 
eral in chief (pberster Krugsherr) I will live for the 
glory of the Servian arms I " Ah, how delightful to be 
still a child • • . 

This entry of my diaiy makes me especially medita^ 
tive when I compare it with later events, — the slaugh- 
ter of the king in the year 1903 by Servian 'heroes** 
with Servian weapons. 

Beginning of November. Terrible dynamite trage- 
dies have taken place in Spain. Bombs hurled in the 
auditorium of the Barcelona theater, spreading death 
and terror (the coming revolution, if righteous social 
reforms do not obviate it, will be unthinkably terrible 
through its explosive weapons); and the catastrophe 
of Santander, — a harbor, a whole harbor, in bright 
flames; ships blown up, thousands of human beings 
on the ground, heaps of corpses, a whole railway train 
shattered, houses transformed into piles of rubbish; 
the air rendered pestilential by the smell of burning 
powder and petroleum mills; chimneys flying through 
space; anchors flung from the bottom of the sea, three 
hundred meters into the air ; the sea beaten and roar- 
ing, not by a storm but by the explosion of twenty- 
five cases of dynamite, — all this gives a foretaste of 
the deliberate, not accidental, episodes of future naval 
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battles, in which the explosion of mines and the like 
is already provided for. With the era of explosives 
and electricity an annihilating power is put into men's 
hands which demands that henceforth humanity come 
to the truth. The beast and the devil, the savage and 
the child, — all these must be overcome in the human 
race, if, with such means at hand, they are not to turn 
the earth into a hell, a madhouse, or a desert waste. 

An event of the year 1893 which aroused my live- 
liest interest was the visit of the Russian fleet to Tou- 
lon and the fraternal festivities that were associated 
with it I followed with close attention the twofold 
effect produced by this incident It gave rise to chau- 
vinistic passions and at the same time to pacifistic ** 
sentiments. Demonstrations in the one or the other 
direction took place alternately or broke out simul- 
taneously. On the one hand the Drdktnd^ or Triple 
Alliance, on the other the Zweibund^ or Double Alli- 
ance, were celebrated as guaranties of peace or as 
organizations for offensive enterprises; between the 
two lay the concepUou that they signified the estab- 
lished equipoise. 

The official Russian utterances were unwearied in de- 
claring that the visit of the fleet to Toulon was a peace- 
ful demonstration, and in reiterating that absolutely 
nothing of an aggressive or provocative character could 
be related to the festivities in France. The French 
journals were constrained to print these assurances 
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and the Figaro hastened to add: "Of course! Utu 
manifesUUum essmHelkmeHiei exduskfemenipacifique'* ; 
besides, the French press, and especially the Figaro^ 
would never in the world have upheld any other 
manifestation 1 But a few days later the same Figara 
proposed that during the Russian festivities "Les 
Danicheffs" should be performed in the Odeon Theater, 
** in which piece one passage would be certain to elicit 
storms of applause, — *As long as there are Russians 
and Frenchmen and wild beasts, the Russians and 
French will stand in alliance against those wild beasts*"! 

The whole tone of a large part of the Parisian press 
during the period preceding the festivities was calcu- 
lated to exacerbate hatred of Germany. After a time, 
however, the festivities took the form of peace assur- 
ances, and the gala performances in honor of the Russian 
guests ended with an apotheosis representing peace. 

At that time I received the following letter from 
Senator Marcoartu : 

Madrid (Senate), Kofvember 13, 1893 

Dear Madam : 

While in Paris I wi tnea a cd the Franco-Russian demonstrations in 
favor of peace. This once more awoke in me the idea which I pro- 
mulgated in 1876 in my English wock, ** Internationalism" (or the 
ten years' truce ol God). Herewith I send you the letter tiiat I wrote 
to Jides Simon. It seems to me that the friends of peace, instead of 
faffing asleep under the tent of aitntntion, should now start an agita- 
tion in bdulf of a ten years' truce. Hie tfaiog would be feasible and 
sahitary. 

Anodier question of present moment to which I should like to 
csB public attentkw is the neutralizatxm of straits, Isthmuses, and 
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the bke. On this point read the bulletin of the .W/^ ianmk 
poUHque^ Paris, 189a, p. 88, and in Le Matin of October 29, 1893, 
iStut intorview which an editor of that paper had with me during the 
Fnmoo-Ruasian f estividea. 

In cordial friendship, your veiy devoted 

Maz€oartu 

Here is the letter to Jules Simon : 

Paris, October 29, 1S93 
Dear Sir: ^ 

The congratulatory telegram from his Majesty the Emperor of 
Russia to the President of the French Republic, in which he declares 
his desire to cooperate in the confirmation of universal peace, has 
made such a vivid impression on me that 1 am addressing you with 
the followmg question : 

Do you not believe that, in view of Gladstone's speech in the 
English House of (Commons, on the T6th of June, in which he 
urges the establishment of a pernuinent internati(,inal coiirt of arbitra- 
tion, and in view of the Emperor's telegram from Gatchina, the 
moment has now arrived for a sincere and honorable peace agree- 
ment for the whole civilized world? Since a very strong compact 
between the great empire of the North and the great French Republic 
for the establishment of universal peace exists ; since, further, aa you 
told me, the Emperor of powerful Germany has been outspoken in 
finror of peace; atnce the aovereigns and public opinion of Austria 
and Italy favor peace; anoe England haa no thought of odier than 
oommerdal conquests; since the whole world Is sensible of the neces* 
si^ of stable peace in order to diminish the colossal burdens which 
the present war footing, even m time of peace, entaib upon the 
nations ; would it not hie possible to bring about a sort of truce of 
God, to last until after the World's deposition at Paris in 1900, 
which is going to demonstrate by its sploidor the progress in dvili- 
alioa made by the nineteenth century ? 

An international agreement would have to bind nations to refrain 
from ever)' hostile action during those ten years. Every question of 
war would be postponed ; an Areopagus would have to settle all 
differences not determined diplomatically. 
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During this new p>eace era governments would be occuj:)led in 
developing the resources of their countries, improving the condition 
of public health, furthering education and works of general utility, 
fletUing economic, social, and financial questions, or at least stud3ring 
bow finally to ctviiize countries still backward, so that by the year 
1900 aU nations would have the opportunity to show bow far they 
bad progressed intellectually and materially, and by how much buman 
prosperity had been increased. 

We bave lived tfarougb twenty years of peace in constant dread 
of war; now let an attempt be made for onoe to bring about a ten 
yean* peace, free £rom the care and cost of war.^ Many years ago 
I wrote: 

In tbe tet tiurd of the centuiy Steam said to eaifh,*T1iere 
are no mountains any more and the rails have made smooth tbe 
surface of the planet 

In tbe second third of the century Electiici^ spoke to the watera : 
^ There is no ocean any more *; and tbe thougfit-bearing wires endrde 
tbe globe. 

«*To^y I hope and beseech God that in the hst tbird of the 
centuiy Reason may say to men, ^There is no war any more.' " * 

Accept, dear sir, my, etc. 

Arturo de Marcoartu 

Apropos of the Franco- Russian festivities the Paris 
Figaro published an inquiry as to what gift should be 
sent to the Empress of Russia as a memento o£ the 
Toulon days. I sent in an answer to the question. 
Together with many other suggestions, the paper 
(under date of October 7) printed mine, introducing it 
with the following words : 

1 The justified hope of the proposer was that a definitive peace {i^UUthnm) 
would develop from thii provisional one {prwisonum^ 

* Even to-day reason is not yet heeded, because the att -p OWC lfu l totff^ 
phone of the political press is closed to it — B. S. 
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We award the prize to the jewel proposed by Baroness Berthe de 
Suttner, — an olive bianch in diamoiids, the ajgnificance of which 
ahe thus explains: 

** Pacific demonstration, — such is the character whidi the Ruaaian 
govenmient has dedaied its wish to ghre to the visit ol its aquadion 
to France \ therefore the jewd offeied to die Tsaritaa to oonunenMh 
rate this event should be an embkm of peace. 

** And piecisdy because the ultra patriots (ier tkammmi) of all conn- 
tries win take advantage of the Fhrnoo-Ruaann fcativitiea to attribute 
to them or aee in them a defiant and threatening character, the parti- 
sans of peace must take tUsT occaskm to emphasise die opposite * 
tendency* 

^*At the bar of history a peculiar situation will be presented by this 
year 1893 : two groups of allied powers, believing themselves recipro- 
cally threatened, having exhausted all ilicir furccs of sacrifice and 
devotion in preparing an cfiicacious defense, declare loudly, in the face 
of Europe, that their dearest desire, ihcir most sacred mission, is to 
spare our continent the unima^nable horror of a future conflagration. 
Both of them, while makint^^ this solc-trm proclamation of pacific inten- 
tions, are at the same time exhibitini^ iheir formidable military forces, 
their keen swords, their in\'inciblc armor. Both sides have demon- 
strated that their alliances and their friendships are assured, that they 
are leac^ to fulfill all their obligations and kindle with eveiy enthu- 
siaam. Thus they find themselves face to face, equal in power, 
equal in dignity, and -~ with the exceptkm of a few divergent second* 
ary interests — desiious of the same thing, — peace. 

Unless one or both lie — and what right would one have to make 
audi an aocusatkm? — thia situation can have kgically no other end 
dnn a definitive pacification ; consequently overtures nnght be made 
from one akSe or the other, or aimukaneously, without the afigfitest 
knputation of weakness or of fear. 

^ Peace offered by the stronger may be humiliating for the weaker ; 
and hhherto, in fact, treaties of peace have been aigned only after a 
war and under the dictatkm of the conqueror. But in the present 
conditknis, the element of die ^ weaker party ' having disappeared, 
a new element might make its advent into the history of social 

33 



Digitized by Google 



RECORDS OF AN EVENTFUL LIFE 



evolution, namely, the treaty of peace before — that is to say, in 
place of — war; in other words, the end of the barbarous age. 

" If the days which are in preparation are called to facililate the 
greatest triumph which the genius of humanity will have ever won, 
the jewel which shall oommemorale them will be the most beauti' 
ful adornment which ever a queen wore. The olive branch inaugu- 
rated by the Taaritsa nugfat in future f 6tes be adopted by the wives 
of aU monarchs or presidents who were gathered together; and as 
the emblem need not invariably be in diamonds, the women of the 
people might likewise adorn tbemsetves with it, for only the festivalB 
•of peace can be at the same time festhrals of liberty." 

Here also let one bit of French correspondence be 
added from the year 1893. connection with the an- 
nual meeting of my Union I desired to get from £mile 

Zola an expression of his sympathy, and I asked him 
for it. Here is his reply : 

Madame : December 1. 1893 

AlasI I dream, as do aU of you, of disaimament, of universal peace. 
But, I confess, I fear that It is simply a dream ; for I see in aU direo* 
tions threats of war arising, and, unfortunately, I do not believe 
that the effort of reason and of pity, wMcfa humanity ought to make 
toward exchanging the great fraternal embrace within a brief time 
(j>our hh anger d, bref dilai U grand batscr Jratcnul)^ is witiiin the 
range of possibility. 

What T can promise you is to work in my liule corner {tnon pdU 
coin)^ with all my powers and with all my heart for the reconciliation 
of the nations. Accept, madame, etc., ^fle Zola 

I did not want to leave this letter unanswered. I 
wrote back; 

Mag fyr : Chateau de Harmannsdori, December 13, 1893 

Accept my sinoerest thanks ; your letter, ooDtsimog the predous 
promise l]»t you will woik with aU your heart for the recondliatkm 
of the nations, has aroused the entfauaasm of our general assembly. 
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The fraternal embrace? Universal love? . . . You are right ; 
humanity has not as yet got to that point. But it does not require 
mutual love {fendresse mutudU) to give up killing one another. What 
exists to-day, and what the peace leagues are combating, is thesyitem 
of a destructive, oiganbed, legitimized hatred, such as does not m 
the last analysis ciist any longer in human hearts. 

There has been talk of late of an intemaiional conference^ having 
in view a coalition against the danger of anaidiy. Never win the 
fooliifaness of the present sttnation have been more faring than when 
Aese rep r esen tatives of states which are living together m absaliite 
anarchy — since they acknowledge no superior power — shaS dehb* 
crate around the same table on methods of prote c ti ng themsehes 
against five or six criminal bombs, while at the same time they will go 
on threatening one another with a hundred thousand legal bombs 1 

Perhaps the idea might occur to them of saying: To unite in 
Uot of a common enemy, we must be reconciled ; to defend dvifiza- 
tion against barbarism, let us begin by being civilized ourselves ; if 
we desire to protect society from the danger which the action of a 
madman may inflict upon it, let us, first of all, do away with the thou- 
sandfold more terrible clanger which the frown of one of the mighty 
of the earth would be sufficient to let loose upon it; if we wish to 
punish the lawless, let us remg^i^c a law above ourselves ; if we wish 
to parry the blows of the desperate, let us cease to spend billions in 
fomenting despair. 

But in order that the official delegates may use this reasonable 
language, Acy must have back of them the universal acclaim {la 
damatr mmwulU) to encourage them, or, better stiD, to compel them 
to do so. 

The evohitioQ of humanity is not a dream, it is a fact scientifically 
proved. Its end cannot be the premature destruction toward which 
it is being precipitated by the present ^stem; its end must be the 
re^ofhw in control of force. Arms and ferodty develop in inverse 
ratio, — the tooth, tlie big stick, the sword, the musket, the expkMive 
bomb, the electric war engine ; and, on the other side, the wild 
besst, tiie savage, die warrkv, the old soldier, the %bter of to-day 
(socaOed safeguard of peace), the humane man of the future^ who, 
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in possessiott of a power of boundless destructiveiiesfli will lefuae 
to use it 

Whetlier Ibis future be near or far depends on the wock done in 
its pdUs coins, Aflow me, then, monsieur, not to share in your kikut 
but to oongrstuhte myself in the name of aD the peace woikers to 
whom you have pronused your powerful aid, — a promise whicfa I 
note with a feelfa^g of deep gratitude. 

Accept my, eta, 

Betdie de s»«**«Ar 
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XLIV 

VARIOUS INTERESTING LETTERS 

Increaie of c oi re sp o n denoe • Coimtas Hedwtg Pdtdog • Gift firom Duke 
von Oldenburg • Schloat Eriu • The duke*8 oooiort • Peace efforti of 
Prince Peter von OMenbmg thirty yean ago • Letter from thia prince to 
Biamaick • Letter from Bjdma^enie Bjdmaon 

MY public activity brought numberless voices from 
all parts of the world into my house. Signed or 

anonymous letters; letters from my own country; 
letters from other parts of Europe and from beyond 
the sea; letters with explosions of admiration or dt 
coarseness; letters requesting information or making 
all sorts of propositions for the surest and speediest 
attainment of our object, — a farmer proposed a special 
manure system, which, through the creation of good 
harvests and the consequent enrichment of the people, 
would unquestionably lead to national peace; manu- 
scripts of from ten to a hundred pages, containing 
treatises on the problem of war; offers of lifelong zeal 
in the service of the cause, if only the person might be 
assured a satisfactory sum in compensation for giving 
up his profession, — all this sort of thing came to me 
by mail in ever-increasing proportions. 

Of course it was not possible for me to answer them 
all, and this the more because I had nut ceabed to 
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carry on my literary labors ; at that time I was writing 
my novel Die Tufinnersien^ and My Own, who assisted 

me as much as he could in my correspondence and in 
editing the review, was working at a second sequel to 
his Kinder des Kaukasus. 

Many of the letters were really so interesting that 
they could not be left unanswered. One day, after the 
evening meeting of the Peace Society, which had been 
held under my chairmanship, I got such a beautiful 
letter, glowing with such genuine enthusiasm, that 
the desire awoke in me to become acquainted with the 
writer. The signature was that of one of my own rank, 
also a canoness, and this very circumstance astonished 
me. It is not consonant with the nature of the aris- 
tocratic women of Austria, particularly of the elder 
canonesses {CJiorschwestern) of the nunneries, to be 
enthusiastic in behalf of politically revolutionary ideas, 
and to give spontaneous and frank utterance to such 
enthusiasm. So I answered the letter by going myself 
to the writer s residence, and, as I did not find her at 
home, I left my card with a few hearty words on it 

The following day she hastened to me, and as a 
result we formed a cordial friendship. To-day I have 
no dearer friend than the Countess Hedwig Potting, 
and Hedwig has no truer friend than L We abso- 
lutely understood each other. And an equally profound 
mutual understanding arose between her and my hus- 
band Her views so absolutely coincided with his, that 
they came to the conclusion they must have been 
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brother and sister in some previous incarnation, and 
ihey called each other SiriusbmderznA Siriussekumier. 

Intimate friendship rarely exists without nicknames, 
and so I used to be called, not only .by Hedwig but 
also by My Own, not Bertha but Lawos^ and I used to 
call Hedwig die Hex (the witch). That docs not sound 
very friendly, but as it was the pet name which her 
own idolized mother — a splendid old lady of clear and 
open mind — called her by, I also adopted it. Die Hex 
helped me faithfully in my life work ; she became one 
of the officers of the Union; she adapted my novel. 
Die Waffen nieder, for young people under the title 
Marthas Tagebmh (" Martha s Diary ") ; she gave me 
much useful counsel ; and in many trying hours was a 
support and comfort to me. 

Yesterday at Erlaa received a very valuable gift 
this entry I find in my diary of May, 1894. Erlaa is 

the name of a castle in the vicinity of Vienna, occupied 
by Duke Elimar von Oldenburg and his family. There 
we were often invited to dinner. The castle is sur- 
rounded by a splendid park, and I remember how, dur- 
ing that May time, the intoxicating perfume of elder 
blossoms poured in at the open terrace doors, and 
what a sweet tumult thousands of songsters made in 
the shrubbery. The duke's consort — ^she was called 
duchess from courtesy, but, inasmuch as she was mor- 
ganatically married, she had only the baronial title — 
was a striking personage of tall, oversiender, willowy 
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figure. Being very musical, she delighted in attracting 
artists into her house, and she herself, as well as the 

duke, used to spend many evenings at the piano and 
melodeon, or with the violin and cello. The duchess 
—since every one gave her that title, I will call her so 
too — was not particularly well disposed to me. I dis- 
covered that afterwards. Coming from a sternly puri- 
tanic family, she found my free religious views rather 
repugnant to her. I have letters from her in which she 
attempted to convert me to stricter articles of faith; 
but I learned through remarks that she made to others 
that she accused me of ** materialism,'* that my novel 
Die Titf inner s ten had particularly displeased her, be- 
cause in it — according to her idea — I ridiculed every- 
thing ideal, profound, or sacred. Now the novel ridicules 
only the stilted and mystical style of those who are 
always making use of the words profound " and " in- 
most,** when they cannot find anything clear to say. 

The circumstances connected with the gift mentioned 
in my diary were these : in the course of a conversation 
at table, when the subject* of peace was mooted, the 
duke said to me : I am not the first one of my family, 
baroness, to be interested in your cause. My father's 
brother, Prince Peter von Oldenburg, worked in his 
day for the abolition of war. Although on his mother's 
side he was grandson of the Emperor Paul, and 
although he held the rank of a general in the Rus- 
sian infantry and was at the head of the Stavodub 
regiment of dragoons, he was a^ militant friend of 
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peace. He did not regard the matter simpl; 
ideal and as a dream to be realized in cen^ 

come, but worked strenuously to bring it aboui, . . 
traveled from court to court, laid his ideas before 
the Queen of England and the King of Prussia; yet 
at that time, thirty years ago, his efforts remained 

fruitless. . . 

" What I 1 exclaimed; "and nobody heard anything 
about it I ** 

** My uncle kept on resolutely with his efforts," con- 
tinued the duke. " I possess the draft of a letter ad- 
dressed to Bismarck in 1873, in which he set forth his 
ideas, — also without result** 

" Oh, if I might see that letter !** 

** It has never been published, but you shall have a 
copy of it** 

With the heartiest thanks I accepted the gift. Here 
is the letter written to the aged Chancellor: 

Your Serene Highness : 

Fearing that I may have no opportunity for a serious conversation 
with you during your busy sojourn in St. Petersburg, I am hold 
enough to present in writing what, by word o£ mouth, would probably 
be less explicit and evident. 

My letters to your gracious sovereign, as well as my apphcation 
to M. Thiers and the steps that I have taken in trying to induce my 
imperial master to assure the peace of Europe forever, are well 
known to your Highness. With the same object in view I applied 
to the ex-Emperor Napoleon in the year 1863, and I have reason to 
believe that during and after Sedan he must have rq;ietted having 
acted in opposition to my views and those of so many other right- 
thinkizig men. • 
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Who knows better than your Serene Highness the situation of 
Europe and Germany ? Is it satisf«ctOiy or not ? The answer to this 
question I leave to the great statesman whose name will be immortal 
in the histoiy of the world. 

Surely eveiy right-thinking person was rejoiced at the meeting of 
the three emperors in Berlin. The visit of your £mperor at St Peters- 
buig strengthens the 0|»nion that a guaranty for peace is to be found 
in the friendship of two powerful imperial states existing skie by suie. 
But how contradkrtory to the peace idea are the enormous military 
establishments of all stalest Even Russia is now introducing the 
Prussian ^atem of univeml conscriptkm, and, aldiough the Prua- 
sians regard this as a guaranty of peace, yet that increase of the 
army and of the militaiy budget is a heavy burden for Russia, dimiiip 
isfaing its resources for prosperity. 

During my visit with Thiers in Versailles last year be sakltD me: 

** Que voules-vous que nous f asskms ? Nous sommes les f aibles, les 
vatncus, mais du moment qu'il y aura des propositkms de ddsaimement 
de la part desvainqueurs, nous sommes prte itentrer en n^godatk m s."* 

I reported ibis oonversatkm to my emperor and wrote as foBowa 
to yours: 

A solemnly serious, fotef ul moment has opme. In the scales ol 
Destiny the mighty word of the German Emperor is of heavy weight. 
The histoiy d the world Is the tribunal of the world {DU JVd^ 
sM^ ist das IVdfgeneki)* William the Victorious is chosen fay the 
God of batdes to bear the immortal name of ^ Blessed, as founder 
of peace." 

Tliis historical mission he shall and must fulfill : God has aided 
him to make the volcanic center of revolutions harmless for a lon^ 
time to come, and, hoi)e, forever. Now it must be his task to 
extirpate en prindpe the rortt of evil, the hifj^hest potency of sin, — 
war; for never will a permanent prosperity obtain on earth as long 
as governments (i) act contrary to Christiani^ ; (2) stand in the way 
of true civilization. 

* ** What would you haveusdo? Wearetheweak,dievaDonUhedi betas 
ioon u thera are pfopodttoni of disanaaneiit coming from the viclon we are 
tmA$ to eater into acgoiiBtions." 
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What, aooording to the noticms of the law, is liie essential cfaaiacter- 
istlcof tliemttrf Obedieiioe to the laws. Butwarisadisofganiatioii 
of legal conditions; dierefore it is the renunciation of civilization. In 
the pfesent draunstanoes civilisation Is only an iDurion, consisting 
purdy of inteHigenoe for material objects, sudi as railways, tdegraphs, 
and tiie invention of instruments of annihilation. 

Alter the tremendous successes of the German arms m the last war 
the question arises, With whom and for what object shall any other 
war be waged? Prussia's position in Germany and vis4L-vi8 to Austria 
and Denmaric is dear; Italy united; France harmless and on good 
tenns with Russia, — all this is a guaranty of peace. 

What problem, then, is before us now ? lliat of combating revo- 
lutionaiy, communistic, democratic ideas, that are opposed to religion, 
the monaidiical prindple, and the social foundation of the State.^ Sub- 
versive ideas, however, are not overcome by bayonets, but by means 
of wise ideas and regulations, which must proceed only from those 
who reign by the grace of God and are chosen by Providence to 
establish the biippinL-ss of nations. 

The peace idea would be the very best means of meeting the 
French idea of revenge. Although the French are not to be relied on 
as a nation, I am persuaded that the notion of a perpetual peace would 
nevertheless appear plausible to the propertied and intelligent mass of 
the population, even if the government conducted by M, Thiers should 
be supplanted by another ; for the motto of the French is gagncr 
pour jouir, and I believe that the mass of the population would pre- 
fer jouissarue rather than g!mre. 

Even in Prussia the multitudinous lawsuits against persons who 
try to get rid of compulsor)' sen'ice show how many feel that it is a 
burden ; and God forbid that the alleviation should ever proceed 
from below instead of from above. 

The latest history of Russia is an edifying example of what the 
will of a noble, humane, and magnanimous monarch can do to bene- 
fit his people. So when two monarchs, related by race and friendship, 

^ At the present time one would say in combating social miseiy, in en- 
iwWitig tmi ulrrtring thfr msMtiij in ediicalisliig all classes" {BUkiiiimnfmtttf 
midt) — AS. 
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clasp hands, may God aid tht-m to make tfacir union SL biessing foi 
their countncs and for suffenng mankind. 

In my memorial to your emperor I said, " Only a fool or a knave 
can think of a state without an armed force " ; and in my letter to 
M. Thiers I wzote, adolir lajora armic savit une idU arimmdU d 

One cannot express one's self more enetgeticany on this point In 
Prussia, to abolish a system to which it owes its historical positbn 
woukl be as imbcdle as for Russia to think of holding the Poles in 
control and of protectizig the tremendous fnmtier from the Black Sea 
Id the Pacific Ocean against savage tribes, without an army. The 
question, thecefore, is simply this: What numerical extenskm shouki 
one ^ve to the principle of unhrenal compuboiy aemoe^ and m what 
piroportkm ahoukl the militaiy budget stand to the other caqienditufes 
ol the State? 

In vay humUe opinion it should be thus Rgulatod: 
z. £m /fim^ abolish war between civilized nations and let die 
governments guarantee to each other the possesskm ol their respec- 
tive temtones. 

a. Setde questions at issue by an Inteniatioiial commissioa of 
aibitratkm, after the example of Engbmd and America. 

3. Detennine the stre n gt h of armaments (die StSrke der bewqg^ 
udM JUiuki) by an international oonventk>n. 

Even shouki the abolitkm of war be rd^gated by many to the 
domam of fairy tales, I nevertheless have the courage to believe that 
therem lies the onty means of saving the Church, the monarchical 
principle, and society, and of curing the State of the cancerous evil 
which at the present time is preventing its perfection ; and, on the 
other hand, through the reduction of the war budget, of procuring 
for the Sts^ the following means for its internal development and 
prosperity: (i) reduction of taxes; (2) improvement in education and 
promotion of science and art ; (3) increase in salaries, especially of 
teachers and the clergy ; (4) improvement in the condition of the 
labonng classes; (5) provision for beneficent objects. 

The accomplishiiiciit of such lofty, purely Christian, and humane 
ideas, proceeding directly from two such mighty monarchs, would be 
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Ae most glorious victory over the principle of evil ; a new era of 
blessing would b^;in; one cry of jubilation would ring through the 
universe and find a response among the angels of heaven. If God is 
on my Side, who can be against me, and what worldly power could 
resist those who would act in the name of the Lord ? 

Tliis is the hunih'c opinion of a man growing old, heavily tried by 
fate, one who, not fearing the opinions of the world or its criticism, 
looking to God and eternity, merely following the voice of his con- 
science, seeks nothing else on this earth than a quiet grave beside 
his dear ones who have gone before. 

Dixi d salvam animam nuam. 

With the hi^iest consideration, I have the honor of bdng 

Your Serene H^ghness's most devoted servant 

Peter, Prins von Oldenbuig 

St Petersburg, April 15 (27), 1873 

What answer Bismarck gave, or whether he replied 
at all, Duke Eiimar did not know. 

There is surely nothing more interesting than such 
old authentic letters. They show how ideas later be- 
come facts, and how events which afterwards develop 
were, long before, thoughts in men's minds. Here I 
find also among my correspondence the following letter 
from Bjornson. In view of the disunion of the Scan- 
dinavian countries, which eventuated ten years later, it 
assumes a quite especial significance: 

Schwaz, Tirol, July 20, 1894 

My dear Comrade: 

— But be consoled; when Norway becomes mistress of her ex- 
ternal affairs (tfais is the object <A the struggle) we shaU go immedi* 
ately to Russia and demand a permanent court of a r b i trtt i oo an 
disagreements. If tiiat succeeds, — and why should it not?— we will 
proceed to all other matters. As soon as our relationship to Sweden 
permits of it, we shall transform our army into an internal police force. 

45 



Digitized by Goo^^k \ 



RECORDS OF AN EVENTFUL LIFE 



One example is stronger than a thousand apostles! The great 
majority of the Noryvegians have wholly lost belief in the beneficence 
of armaments and are ready to set the exain|jlc. 

At tlie same time Sweden is arming on a scale quite extraordi- 
nary for a people not rich. The general feeling in Sweden — so I am 
told — threatens Norway with war, merely because Norway desires 
to have charge of its own affairs. 

Sweden might educate us by means of war to be good comrades 
in arms ! It would be the first time in history tliat the two great 
opposites had stood in such blunt opposition, — on the one side a 
permanent court of arbitration for all eventual quarrels, and no army 
any more ; on the other side, war to compel us to keep a laigerarmy 
and to enter a tirmcr n^ilkary alhance. 

But I trust that the struggle will end peaceably ; I trust that the 
general feeling in Norway in favor of the principle of "arbitration 
instead of war" is also making progress in Sweden. In fact, akeady 
the spirit of freedom in Norway — to the great annoyance of the 
lughly conservative court of the Swedish nobility and other great 
lords who are powerful there — has spread widely in Sweden. 

Accept my heartiest congratulatioiis and gratitude, my dear 
BanMKSs; were it not so far, I would come and make you a visit I 

Your most devoted 
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PEACE CONGRESS IN ANTWERP AND INTERPAR- 
LIAMENTARY CONFERENCE AT THE HAGUE 

Preparation for the Congress by the Belgian government • Houzcau de 
Ldttie • A naniniwrnce <tf the battlefield of Sedan • Conoemiiig free 
tude • Auteioe with King Leopold * Invitadoa to die Intefptriiamentny 
Confefcnoe * Reoepiioii tfie evening before • Fiifay lentenoef fron Rahih 
aea*$iddrcw > Opening* **No other cause in the whole world....** • Second 
day of ddiberaiion * Stanhope * Gladrtoae't proposal • Debate over the tri- 
bimal plan • Dr. Hiiich puts on the brake • Rejoinder by Fr6d6ric Paaqr 
and HooMau • Randal Oencr • CoochMfiog f eativitiea in Scheveningen 

MY memory retains as the most important events 
of the year 1894 our participation in the Sixth 

Peace Congress at Antwerp and in the Interparlia- 
mentary Conference which followed immediately at 
The Hague* Another festal journey into unfamiliar 
countries, and another stage of progress in the tri- 
umphant march of an Ideal 

Before the assembling of the Congress the Belgian 
Minister of State, Le Bruyn, laid before King Leopold 
a report setting forth the remarkable growth of the 
movement and adducing as a proof of it the fact that 
in countries like Austria and Germany, which hitherto 
had held aloof from the cause, great peace societies 
had sprung into existence and found fruitful soil. The 
king*s reply to this report was the establishment of 
a committee whose duty it should be to forward the 
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labors of the Peace Congress that was to meet at Ant* 
werp. The committee, composed of thirty members, 
included the most distinguished names in Belgium, in 

large part officials connected with the government 

The opening session took place on the twentieth of 
August, in the great hall of the Athenaeum. We had 
arrived the day before, and had looked about a little in 
the commercial metropolis of Belgium, and had spent 
the evening in pleasant intercourse with several of our 
friends who had journeyed thither from all parts of the 
world. 

Our new president, Houzeau de Lehaye, was in the 
number, — a lively little man, full of wit and possessing 
the gift of fascinating eloquence. As chairman he con- 
ducted the proceedings with tact and firmness, and 
whenever in succeeding Congresses he took part in 
the debates, as he was particularly apt to do if any 
obstacles had to be avoided, one could always depend 
on his tact. 

Twenty-four years ago,'' Houzeau told us that first 
day, " I visited the battlefield of Sedan. I have the im- 
pression of it still before me, — those corpses, those 
temporary graves, those flocks of ravens, the troops of 
maddened horses tearing over the plain, the wounded 
and dying lying in their gore, the teeth clinched in the 
agony of tetanus, the columns of prisoners of war, the 
heaps of discarded weapons, and in the midst of a 
grass plat the brass instruments of a military band 
surprised by the enemy in the climax of the saber 
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song from *The Grand Duchess ol Gerolstein.* And 
I saw white sheets of letter paper, covered with the 
simple messages of love of mothers and sweethearts, 

flying round in the autumn wind until they fell into 
lakes of blood; and the horrible vision of countless 
bones and bleeding flesh all trodden down into the 
mire. . . . The peasants had fled from their villages 
across the neighboring boundary, and were then re- 
turning slowly to find miseiy and ruin, to which they 
would later have to succumb ; and this," he added, as 
he concluded his reminiscences with restrained pas- 
sion, "is this to be the sum of civilization? " 

Houzeau de Lehaye is a decided advocate of free 
trade. In his opening address, in which he depicted 
the errors and prejudices lying at the foundation of 
any defense of the institution of war, he said : 

There k still another enor whkfa does not Indeed mvolve a bnilal 
batUe of saber and cannon, but nevertheless is not much less ca]an]i> 
tous. In spite of all the oounter-evidenoe of the political eoonomistSi 
in qnte of repeated results baaed on experience, yet how widespread 
is the prejudice that a nation becomes poor when the prosperity of 
neigbboring peoples makes too rapid advances. And in order to pre- 
serve an tmaginaiy equilibrium di^ hasten to have recourse to a pro- 
tecdve tariff. And diis war of the tariffs is not less destructive dian 
die other. By a righteous retribution this weapon chiefly wounds 
those that wield it. And all these errors have their foundation in the 
false notion of the source of wealth and prosperity. It is worth while 
to note that tiici c is only one source, — labor 1 

One would think that such simple truths would not 
require to be stated at this late day, for it is clear 
enough that wealth can be increased only from the 
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creation of material things and not through mere 
change of place» — from Peter's pocket into Paul's; 
a transaction which, in addition^ often means the de- 
struction of the values shuffled this way and that. 
But the simpler, the more self-evident a truth is, the 
more it is wrapped up in the veils and fogs of old 
prejudices and current phraseology, and therefore it 
does much good to hear it once again spoken out so 
frankly and clearly. 

This time there was a Portuguese at the Congress, 
— Magelhaes Lima, the publisher of the radical-liberal 
newspaper O Seculou From America came Dr. True- 
blood, who has never missed any of the European 
Peace Congresses. 

I remember a lovely trip on the Schelde in a steam- 
ship put at our service by the government Then a 
trip was made to Brussels between two sessions. A 
deputation of five members of the Congress, con- 
ducted by Houzeau, was received in audience by King 
Leopold. Fr^d^ric Passy, Count Bothmer from Wies- 
baden, my husband, and I made up the deputation. 
We drove from the railway static^ to the palace. In 
the audience chamber the king came to meet us, — 
recognizable instantly even at a distance by his long, 
square white beard, — and Houzeau presented the rest 
of us. I no longer recollect an3rthing that was said; 
probably it was of small consequence. I only know 
that the king seemed to be on very jovial terms with 
Houzeau de Lehaye, for he slapped him several times 
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laughingly on the shoulder. I remember one sentence 
that King Leopold said to us : 

"The sovereign of a perpetually neutral state, like 
Bel^um, must naturally feel interested in the question 
ol international pacification* But of course," he added, 
— and thereby all that he had said before was "of 
course" taken back, — **to protect this neutrality we 
must be armed." 

"What we are working for in our circles, your 
Majesty/* one of us replied, "is that the security of 
treaties should rest on law and honor and not on 
the power of arms." 

Houzeau did not wait to be dismissed, but himself 
gave the signal for departure. " The train does not 
wait — it knows no etiquette," said he. There was 
another little ^a/>e d'amitie on our president's shoulder: 
" You care mighty little for etiquette yourself, my dear 
Houzeau. . • •" 

Immediately after the Antwerp Congress the In- 
terparliamentary Conference was opened. This year, 
having been invited by the Netherlands government, 
it met at The Hague. As we were not Parliamen- 
tarians we had no title to be present, but Minister 
van Houzeau had sent me the following letter under 
date of May 23: 

Dear Baroness : 

On account of niy appointment as Minister I have left the commit- 
tee on organi^'at ion of the Interparliamentary Conference ; yet T hope, 
as representative of the government, to give to the Conference the 
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address of welcome in September. The limited space in the hall 
where the meetings are to be held will permit only a small number 
of gTiests and representatives of the press to be present ; nevertheless 
the committee will doubtless assure so prominent an advocate of the 
peace cause a place among the veiy first. It will delight me to greet 
you as well as your husband here in September, and alao otir fiieod 
Pirquet and, if possible, others from your country. 

Our hospitable city, with its splendid beach, wiU permit visitors to 
oombinc the useful with the agreeable; and the asmned visit of many 
prominent men will, it is to be hoped, permit the Conference, in wfaicfa 
die presidents of both our chambers will take part, to accomplish 
aometfaing benefidal in regard to the practical promotion ot intenuh 
tkmal arbitration. 

With friendly greeting, your devoted 

S. van Houseau 

Thus the cqiportunity was afforded us of being 
present during the notable debates of that national 

representative Conference which was the precursor — 
and, one may say the cause — of the later Conference 
of nations at The Hague. 

On the day of the opening session, the third of 
September, there was a reception in the rotunda of 
the Zo3logical Garden. Here the participants and the 
guests met together. The president of the Conference, 
Rahusen^ made an address to the foreign Parliamen- 
tarians, from which I took down in my notebook the 
following sentences : • • 

If we pass fa^ond the bomidaiies of our ooimtty, do we imafi^ 
cnirsehres in a hostile land? Have you had any such expeiienoe in 
coming here } I bdieve that I am justified in saying No. 

... It is a phenomenon of our time that we find a solidarity among 
fhe nations sudi as did not formerly exist 

52 



Digitized by Google 

I 



PEACE CONGRESS IN ANTWERP 



• • • I know well that there are still men who ridicule such ideas ; 
neanthne let us rejoice that no one condemns thent 

. . . The morning glow of intematioaal righteousness indicates the 
setting of the old war sun. If the last rays of this sun — which, de- 
crepit with age^ has already lost its blase and its wannlh — shall once 
be wholly extinguished,^ Uien we, or those who oome after us, shall 
be filled with jubilant joy, and shall be astonished tet the dviKsed 
world could ever have called in brute force as an arbiter between 
nations no longer inimical to each other but bound together by ao 
many common interests. 

After this ofificial part of the evening the company 
sauntered out into the open air, where the friends, 

some i^jronicaading, some taking places at tables about 
the rotunda, met and remained chatting till midnight. 

At ten o*clock the next morning the formal opening 
took place in the assembly hall of the First Chamber 
of the States-General, a hall not very large but as 
high as a house and having its ceiling decorated with 
splendid paintings. I had a place in the gallery and 
enjoyed the magnificent spectacle, as the representa- 
tives of fourteen different parliaments took their seats 
one after another at the green-covered tables, while 
the members of the government who were to greet 
the Conference took places on the presidents dais. 
Minister van Houten, of the Interior Department, 
made the first address: 

"No other cause in the whole world," said he, " equals 
in magnitude that which is to be advocated here." * 

I must delay a moment over this statement It 

1 Yet how singeing hot these rays are still burning in the Tntnivaal and in 
Manchuria 1 (Observation of 1908.) — B. S. 
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expresses what at that time formed (and forms equally 
to-day) the substratum of my feelings, thoughts, and 
endeavors, and likewise explains why in this second 
portion of my memoirs the phases of the peace move- 
ment take up so much space. 

^ No other cause in the whole world equals this in 
magnitude,** — I am not expressing a personal opinion, 
I am quoting ; this is a conviction so deeply and reli- 
giously instilled into my mind (this is usually called a 
vocation!) that I cannot confess *it often and loudly 
enough. Even if I knew that nine tenths of the cul- 
tured world still disregarded and ignored the move- 
ment, and one of these nine tenths went so far as to be 
hostile to it, — that is of no consequence ; I appeal to 
the future. The twentieth century will not end with- 
out having seen human society shake off, as a legal in- 
stitution, the greatest of all scourges, — war. 

In writing my diaiy I am accustomed, when I am 
making note of situations which are threatening or 
promising, to mark them with an asterisk, then to turn 
over twenty or thirty blank pages and write, ''Well, 
how has it resulted? See p. — ." Then when, in the 
course of my entries, 1 come quite unexpectedly on 
this question, I can answer it And so here I ask some 
much, much later reader, who perchance has fished this 
book out from some second-hand dealer's dust-covered 
bookshelf, " WeU, how has it resulted ? Was I right ? " 
Then he may write on the margin the answer, — I see 
the gloss already before me, — " Yes, thank Godl " (19??) 
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And now» back to The Hague, i8^ The proceed- 
ings of the first day resulted in nothing noteworthy. 

The second made up for it I Whoever reads the report 
of that day's proceedings from a critically historical 
point of view can detect in it the embryo of the later 
Hague Tribunal, which, in turn, ib at present only the 
embryo of what is yet to be. 

Goals attained ? The believer in evolution does not 
require them for his assurance; the line which shows 
the direction taken is enough. 

I took my seat in the gallery in the greatest excite- 
ment, as at the theater when an interesting star per- 
formance is promised by the programme. The order 
.of the day ran: *Treliminaiy Plan for the Oigantzation 
of an International Tribunal of Arbitration," presented 
by Stanhope. 

A new man, — the Right Honorable Philip James 
Stanhope, Lord Chesterfield's younger brother and in- 
timate friend of the " grand old man," Gladstone. At 
Gladstone's direct instance Stanhope had come to the 
Conference in order to put before it the outcome of 
June 1 6, 1893, when in the English House of Com- 
mons Cremer's motion was carried, and the Premier, 
in supporting it, appended the dictum that arbitration 
treaties were not the last word in assuring the peace 
of the world ; a permanent central tribunal, a higher 
council of the powers, must be established 

Stanhope began his speech amid the breathless 
attention of the assembly. He speaks in the purest 
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French, almost without accent. And in spite of all his 
unruffled clarity he speaks with such fire that he is f re- 
* quently interrupted with shouts of applause. After he 

had explained Gladstone s proposal he proceeded : 

It is our duty now to bring tliis demand oouiageouatjr before 
the governments. 

Everydung whkfa up to the present time ^ipeitains to socaDed 
internadonal law has been estabEshed widwut precise principles, and 
rests on accidents, on preoedentSi on the arintrairy decisions of princes. 
Consequently, international law has made the least progress of all 
sdenoes, and presents a oontradictofy maasof ambiguous waste paper 
(dg pt^erasMs vagues). 

Two great needs stand before the civilized nations, — an inter- 
national tribunal, and a code corresponding to the modem spirit and 
elastic enough to fit new progress. This would insure the triumph of 
cuhuie and do away with the erimbial reoourae to deadly enco u nters. 

As things are to-day, fresh military loans are demanded hi every 
parfiament, and we are lashed by the press until we give our consent' 
It would be otherwise if we could reply : **Tbe dangers agsinst whidi 
the trmaments demanded are to protect us would be obviated by the 
tribunal which we desire." Therefore a project ought to be clsbofated 
whidi we might lay before the governments. 

Here Stanhope developed a few points which were 
to be established as the basis of the organization, and 

he concluded with these words : 

If next year wc approach the governments with such a plan, and 
if our action were m unison, the future would give us the victory ; at 
all events, the moral victory would be assured to us m having done 
our whole duty. 

Then came a debate. The German deputy, Dr. 
Hirsch, — from the beginning the Germans have 

i Thu is the caae even to-day (1908). — B. S. 
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perfonned the function of the brake in the Peace Con- 
ferences, — speaks against Stanhope's proposition, 

nevertheless recognizing the noble ideas so eloquently 
presented : 

It Is eaiential that memliers of the Conf erenoe should pass 
oidy such resolutioiis as are comprehensible and practicable, and as 
may be presented to the parliaments with some probability of their 
being accepted ; now Herr von Caprivi would certainly never take 
Into consideration the project of an intematkmal tribunal We ought 
to avoid also inviting the curse of absuidity through plans of that 
kind ; for opponents are only too much inclined to ridicule the mem- 
bers of the Conference as dreamers. 

Hotizeau de Lehaye springs from his seat like a 

jack-in-the-box: 

In view of such great ideas [he shouts] as those that have just 
been developed, in view of the establishment of a cause by such men 
as Stanhope and Gladstone, the word absurd" should never be 
uttered againl [AJi^lauu*] I second ihit motion. 

Now the revered Passy arises: 

• 

I should like to enter my protest against a second word wMcfa 
my honored friend. Dr. Hirsch, has used, — the word ^ never." No 
great advancement, no innovatkm, has ever been carried through, 
but tiiat ibt predictkm has been made at &e beginning that it could 
never be done. For example, that parliamentarians from all nations 
should meet to discuss the peace of the world, that they should do 
this in the assembly hall of the Upper House of a monarchical state, 
— if the question Iiad hci^i\ j^ropoundcd five years ago, When will 
all this iiappeii? whg would not liave answered, " Never 1" 

And, in fact,— Passy accidentally hit upon the very 

figure, — five years later, on the 29th of July, 1899, ^he 
International Tribunal was established in the very city 
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where the plan for such a tribunal, proposed by Glad- 
stone, was. laid on the table. Dn Hirsch*s never** 
did not last very long I To be sure, this tribunal does 

not as yet jxjssess a mandatory character; the pro- 
testers who were active in objecting to the establish- 
ment of the tribunal at all saw to it that it should not 
have this character. And all who cling to the institu- 
tion of war are also persuaded that this shall never be. 

Many other speakers supported the motion, and at 
last it was adopted with acclamation. 

I felt deeply moved ; so did My Own, who sat beside 
me ; we exchanged a silent pressure of the hand. 

The members were then chosen who should formu- 
late the plan which was to' be laid before the next 
year's Conference. 

This pl^ — I anticipate events in order to show 
that that session was really historical, — this plan was 
presented to the Conference of 1895, iirussels, was 
accepted and sent to all the governments, and assuredly 
contributed to the calling of the Hague Conference in 
1898, and served as a basis for the establishment of the 
Permanent Court of Arbitration and its regulations. 

That session brought one other sensation. After Stan- 
hope's motion was adopted, Randal Cremer mounted 
the platform. He was greeted with loud applause. He, 
together with Frederic Fassy, had been the inaugura- 
tor of the Interparliamentary Conferences. He had 
secured the signatures for the Anglo-American ari^i- 
tration treaty, first in his own country and then, after 
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crossing the ocean, in the United States; and it was 

due to him that the motion on that famous sixteenth 
of June, i893t was adopted with Gladstone's aid. His 
mode of speaking is simple and unadorned ; he betrays 
clearly the former laboring man. 

After the session he came up to us in the corridor 
and informed us that before leaving home he talked 
with Lord Rosebery ; that he had not been permitted 
to repeat at the Conference what the Premier had said 
to him, but it had been of the most encouraging char- 
acter. His feeling of confidence communicated itself 
to us. 

The concluding banquet took place in the assembly 
room at Scheveningen. The orchestra played all the 
national hymns in succession. I sat between Rahusen 
and Houzeau. Stanhope delivered an extraordinarily 
keen and witty speech, the venerable Passy one full of 
eloquence and fire. I also had to speak. Fireworks 
were set off on the esplanade. The final apotheosis 
foimed the words Vive la Padx^ glowing in fiery lettersi 
over which beamed a genius with a branch of palms. 

What thoughts were in the minds of the guests of 
the watering-place as they promenaded by and stared 
at us? Probably none, and they were not so very Car 
wrong; for what is left after the words have ceased, 
the toasts have been pledged, and the fireworks have 
been sent off ? Nothing I From far down in the depths 
must the energies come through which epochs are 
changed. • • • 
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In Harmannsdorf again • My husband wriLes Sie wollm nickt • Max Nor- 
dau's opinion of it • My labors and correspondenoe • Rear Admiral R^vefl- 
ttre • Dolmens and menhiia > From the patriot of Brittany to the patriot 
ofhiimanitjr • Rtfveillire's viewt about aodal economy, the lot of the maaaes, 
profeaaiQiial politidana, etc • A fine oomporiaoD • Deathaol Frinoe AchUle 
Murat, Duke von Oldenbuig, and Ruggoro Boo^ 

AFTER our return from Holland to our beloved 
Harmannsdorf we resumed our quiet, happy, 

laborious life. My Own began writing his two-volume 
novel entitled Sie wo Hen nicht^ which was to be his 
ripest work. Max Nordau wrote to him regarding it: 

Forgive me for delaying until to-day to thank you for your highly 
interesting novel SU 7uolUn nicht. It takes a long time for me to find 
opportunity, in my over-busy life, to read 730 pages of prose, no 
matter how very easy and agreeable may be its style, unless it 
happens to fit in directly with my line of work. 

What I think of your character I should not be permitted to tell 
you. I know that men of real character find anv praise of their char- 
acteristics disagreeable. At any rate 1 may say in bnef that I admire 
the German '.vi^^tcr who has the courage to-day to create the figures 
of a Gutfeld, Zin2ler, and Kolble. Artistically your novel stands high. 
Perhaps there are too many threads interwoven, and the web is, 
perhaps, not drawn tight enough. That the main drama is not in- 
troduced until the last chapters, with the appeaiamoe of Palkowski, 
is no advantagie from the standpoint of composition; but all that 
is a trifle compared to the great advantage of its wealth of motives 
and the vital eneigy of the oomplicated multitude ol peraoiuiges. 
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Old Jorgen ak^nc would suffice to make your novel ever fresh ia 
the reader's memoxy. 

At that time I was writing Vor dent Gewitter, The 
editorial work on my monthly periodical likewise gave 
me abundant occupation, and my correspondence even 
more. I wrote regularly to Alfred Nobel in order to 
keep him informed as to the development of the peace 
cause. I constantly had long, stimulating letters from 
Cameri as well as from Rudolf Hoyos, Friedrich Boden- 
stedt, Spielhagen, Karl von Scherzer, M. G. Conrad, 
and others. I found a new, and to me personally un- 
known, correspondent in an old French naval officer, 
Rear Admiral R^veill^re. I cannot now remember 
whether he wrote to me first or I to him. Whether 
or no, our correspondence was based on similarity of 
ideas and a mutual knowledge of each other's writings. 
The first time I ever heard of R^veill^re was at the 
banquet of the Interparliamentary Conference of 1894, 
at Scheveningen, when Fr6d^ric Passy, in proposing a 
toast to the sea which was roaring beyond the doors 
of the hall, said he was quoting the words of his friend 
Reveillere. 

Bom in 1828, in Brittany, he had long followed the 
sea, and now was living in retirement in Brest, his 

native city, known to fame as a savant and a writer. 
He occupied his leisure time in writing books and 
articles. He had participated in many naval battles 

and many battles of ideas. The list of the titles 
of his books shows to how many countries he had 
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traveled in the performance of his duties, and also how 
manifold were the regions which he had explored as 
a poet and thinker: "Gaul and the Gauls,** **The 

Enigma of Nature/* "Across the Unknown,** "The 
Voices of the Rocks," " Journey Around the World," 
Seeds and Embryos," '^Against Storm and Flood," 
"The Three Promontories," "Letters of a Mariner," 
" Tales and Stories," " The Indian Seas," " The Chinese 
Seas^" " The Conquest of the Ocean," The Search for 
the Ideal"; still later came "United Europe" (Paris, 

Berger Levmut, 1896), "Guardianship and Anarchy" 
(Ibid., 1896), Extension, Expansion" (Ibid., 1898). 

He wrote me once how it happened that he, the son 
of conservative Brittany, grown gray in the naval serv- 
ice, had joined the pacifists : 

Often we are ntspiied by two ideas wfaich have no apparent ooo- 
neotioD, and it sometimes takes yean before the bond tfaat oonnects 
them is discovered. It has cost me much time and thought to explain 
the connection between the two ruling passions whidi possess me 
and which had seemed to me to have no relationship with each other, 
— a deep-seated enthusiasm for the federation of Europe, and an 
instinctive cult for dolmens and menhirs. 

From my earliest childhood I have been fascinated by the riddle 
that is presented in stone on all sides in my Breton homeland ; and 
ever since my childhood I have been in love with the beautiful dream 
of a European federation, — a dream which is bound to come true in 
spite of the prejudices of statesmen and the prepossessions of cro^vned 
heads. The f^^eat work of the European alliance must begin with the 
rapprochement of those nations whose customs and ideas have the 
closest analogy. The nations living along the Atlantic coast have been 
the only ones to assimilate the principles of the 1 rench Revolution : 
I mean the following countries: Scandinavia, Holland, Belgium, 
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Fnuioe^ Fortugali and andent Helvetia, the oldest of the European 
republics. England had, hang since, already passed through her 
Rvolntknk 

Later my arcfaseological studiea taugtit me that iStdi iras tiie veiy 
re^on of the dofanens. M these nations had oonunon anoeston, — the 
Mcgafidusna; from the North Cape as far as Tangiers the same race 
occupied the coast; there were the same burial rites, ahvays based on 
the same artides of 6ath \ and the result was that to me the dobnens 
and menhirs came to stand as the sj^mbolB of a Wcslcni fbdcnlioD* 

And another time: 

The accident of birth made me first of ail a Breton patriot. When 
I emerg^ from the narrow egoism of childhood, my first love was 
directed to Brittany. When the development of my intellect permitted 
me to realize the solidarity of my little hiomeland with the French 
fatherland, I became a French patriot. Later I learned from history 
that all the nations on this side of the Rhine once formed a glorious 
Fcxieration ; then I became a Gallic patriot. Still later study of the 
Megalithic monuments revealed to me a new connection, — that with 
the Megalithic race. As logic continued its work, I became a Euro- 
pean patriot ; finally, a patriot of humanity. In our day national love 
is an imbedk love unless it is ittummated by the love for mankind. 

I have read only the three last-named works of the 
admiral; but he regularly sent me the articles that 
he published in the journal La Dipieke^ in which he 

always took, a consistent attitude — that of " illuminat- 
ing " love for mankind — toward all the questions of 
the day ; not, however, in the least in a visionary way, 
nor with any smack of mysticism, which so constantly 
stirs the spiritual lives of poetically inclined seafarers. 
He based his political ideals on actual and positive 
considerations, drawn particularly from the domain of 
national economy. Thus he wrote.: 
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In order to meet the industrial rivalry of the United States of 
Amenca and the yellow races, it would he desirable — in the interest 
of France and Ciemiany to see a customs union formed, embracing 
Germany, Belgium, Holland, and France, and inciudmg, at tiie same 
time, the colonies of these countries. It really seems almost impos- 
sible at the present time to swim against the stream of protective 
tariffs, and yet every nation is oonsdous of the neoeaaity of extoui- 
ing its market. If there is opposition to this extension on European 
aoilf why is not an effort made to gain it through a colonial union, — 
a union by means of wliich the federated countries might insure to 
their dttzens, their vessels, and thdr |iroducts the same liglits and 
privileges in all the colonies? 

With regard to the lot of the masses, which so 
greatly needs to be improved, Reveill^re says that this 
amelioration depends on the genend production of 
useful articles. As long as the masses are wasting their 
energies in unproductive labors there is no alleviation 
possible for them« • • • and at the present time the 
nations are wearing themselves out in unproductive 
and destructive labor. There is no halfway measure; 
either international anarchy (that is to say, the lack of 
a code of laws regulating the intercourse of nations), 
with poverty, or federation, with wealth. 

My Breton friend was inclined not to mince words 
in speaking of the politicians: ** Steam has changed 
everything in this world except the routine of our 
statesmen 1" And in the following letter: 

Engineers and scholars are all the time at work filling up the 
graves which the professionals in statecraft are digging; the engi- 
neers are expending all their energies in moeasing the productivity 
of labor, the politicians are doing evezytfaing they possibly can Co 
make it steiile. 
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Many persons are of the opinion that the end sought 
is too broad and distant, and the initiation erf it is beset 

with too great difficulties, to be willing to attempt the 

regulation of a pacific mutual relationship among the 

European states ; especially at the present time, when 

almost every state has to endure so much trouble and 

disturbance ansing from the violent national and social 

battles which are raging within its own borders. An 

answer to this objection is afforded by the following 

passage from one of Reveillfere's books Extension, 

Expansion," p. 23): 

When a physidBn has to treat a case of ooiisumpl]on,hl8 tet care 
is to prevent hb patient from hteaifaing poisoned air. If he has to 
perfoim an operation, he sees to it that the nxun in which the opera- 
tion is to take place is purified of every contagious germ. Exact^ 
the same principle holds with regard to national diseases. No state 
can think of curing its internal tils before the European room is dis- 
infected Certauily it is the duty of eveiy natkm to do evetything 
possible to mo^y the ills of its own people ; but todaim that serious 
internal reforms can be carried out without having first secured 
European federation is just like caring for wounded men in a haU 
fiHed with microbes. 

I kept up a correspondence with Admiral R€veil- 
l^re for a long time. Of late years our letters fell off 

in frequency. A short time ago — in March, 1908 — 
he died. Ah, when we have grown old, how often we 
have to report of our friends that they are no more I 
In childhood life is like a nursery; in youth, like a 
garden ; in old age, Hke a cemetery. 

Tidings of a death which affected us painfully — I 
am now telling of what happened in the year 1895 — 
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came to us suddenly from the Caucasus, — Prince 
Achille Murat had shot himself. Was it suicide or an 
accident? I never learned the exact truth. It hap- 
pened in Zugdidi, in the villa which My Own had 
built for the IMurats. Princess Salome, who was sitting 
in the next room, heard the report of a shot in her 
husband's room. She hastened in and found the un- 
fortunate man fallen back in an easy-chair, with a pistol 
between his legs, the barrel pointing up in the air. Had 
he been cleaning the weapon carelessly, or was it weari- 
ness of life ? As I said, I do not know. 

And still another loss: On the 17th of October, 
1895, I^uke Elimar von Oldenbuig departed this life, 
in his fifty-second year, at his castle of Erlaa. A short 
time before, he had given me a second article by his 
uncle, Prince Peter, entitled " Thoughts of a Russian 
Patriot," which ends with these ringing words: 

Let mc be permitted to express the dearest wish of my heart, as 
I face God and ELemity, — an agreement of all governments in the 
interest of peace and humanity l May that happy day dawn when 
men can say, War between civilized nations is at an end. 

Duke £limar*s widow was completely overwhelmed 

by this sudden and premature bereavement To my 
letter of condolence she wrote me the following answer, 
which throws a brilliant light on the noble chanu:teris* 
tics of the departed and his consort: 

Dear Baroness : Brogan, October 29, 1895 

Most hearty thanks for your warm, sympathetic words, and also 
for the splendid wreath sent by the Society of the Friends of Peaoe^ 
wfaicfa, with 80 many otbei gifts of love and tokens d respect, sdoms 
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the last resting-place of the deceased. There is no consolation for 
such hours. What I have lost no one can truly realize who does not 
know how the inner bond that united iu> joiniiig eveiy fiber of our 
two lives together, had been interwoven in the nineteen yean of 
undivided, untroubled wedlock, so that with the uprooting of one 
fife the thousands and thousands of roots of the other weie torn 
from the ground The profoond lonelineM which has come upon me 
through this toss is often scarcely to be endured, and at the present 
time I can hard^ imagine how in this life, on this earth, I can ever 
again take root One who has Eved for nineleen years in sudi inti- 
mate rdationship with a man like my husband cannot easily become 
accustomed to other persons* 

The pure, tofty idealism which — I may say — fofmed the veiy 
quintessence of his being and made hhn so extremely lovable, so 
winning, and so attractive to all who came mto contact with him, I 
shall never again find anywhere so embodied as m hkn, and sfaice he 
has gone from me I miss him always everywhere to such a degree 
Ifaat it is often simply unendurable for me to be with others. And 
yet tiie proofs of un^fidal^ genuine, heartfelt sympathy from so many 
good and noble people hi tiiese days has done me unspeakable good. 
To you also, my dear Baroness, my best and heartiest thanks once 
again for aD your sympathy. 

Your sincerdy devoted 

von OUenbuig 

A few years later she sent me a volume of poems 
dedicated to the memory of the departed and breath- 
ing a pathetic grieL 

And yet a third loss: On the 31st of October, 1895, 
Ruggero Bonghi, so beloved in our circle, died in Torre 
del Greco at the age of sixty-eight Italy mourned in 
him the reformer of public education^ the professor of ' 
philosophy, the editor of the Nuova Ajitolo^a, the 
founder and director of the orphan asylum at Anagni ; 

67 



Digitized by Google 



RECORDS OF AN EVENTFUL LIFE 

we mourned the active apostle of our common cause, 
the man who from a lofty tribune had spoken these 
beautiful words: We promoters ci peace, who work 
for it with glowing zeal, have in the last anal3rsis no 
other object than this, — that man shall become 
wholly humanr Our Austrian Union telegraphed the 
following words to Rome for the funeral: Sincero 
dolore e ricotwscenza eierfui. "Sincere grief and eternal 
gratitude." 



68 



Digitized by Google 



XLVII 



FURTHER VARIED RECOLLECTIONS 

The Union for Resistance to Anti-Semitism once more • Article by A. G. 
von Suttner • In the house of Christian ICinsI^ • Recollection of a home 
dinner with the Empress • War between Japan and China • Appeal of the 
Peace Congress to the Powers for intervention • Answer of the Russian 

Minister of War, Cicrs ■ The fruits of Ocrman militnry instruction in 
Japan • The Peace of Shimonoscki • Interparliamentary Conference in 
Brussels • Sending out the formulated and accepted plan for an arbitration 
tribunal • First appearance of the Hungarian Group, with Maurus Jdkai 
and Count Apponyi at its head • H(>[)eful and distressful signs of the 
times • From the Congress of the Asstx lation Litt^raire in Dresden • Trip 
to Prague • At Professor Jodl's ■ Lecture in "The German House" • 
Banquet ■ La Busca • V'lsk at Vrchlicky's • Trip to Budapest • Founding 
of the Hungarian Peace Society • War in sight between England and 
the United States • Removal oi the danger 

THIS year — I am still speaking of 1895, as I turn 
the leaves of the volume containing my diary for 
that period — we did not make any journey to a Peace 
Congress, for the simple reason that no Congress was 

held. But we did not on that account spend the whole 
year at Harmannsdorf, Trips were made to Prague, 
to Budapest (with lectures), to Lussinpiccolo, which I 
will describe later on ; and we visited Vienna a num- 
ber of times, whither we were called by duty and 
pleasure. 

The business of his Union caused My Own much 

labor and much anxiety. Anti-Semitism, against which 
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he was waging battle, had increased rather than dimin- 
ished in violence. Dn Karl Lueger, a leader in the 
Anti-Semitic party, had been nominated and elected 
by that party as mayor ; but the Emperor did not con- 
firm the election^ to the indignation of a large part 
of the bourgeoisie and to tiie consternation of tiiose 
higher circles who, under the influence of their spirit- 
ual advisers^ supported the candidature of Karl Lueger. 

An Austrian aristocrat holding an important position 
told me of finding himself in a company at court when 
the news of Lueger*s nonconfirmation was brought 
* Oh, the poor Emperor I " cried the Duchess of Wurt- 
temberg, daughter of Archduke Albrecht, "the poor 
Emperor — in the hands of the Freemasons!" And 
a year later, in the same circle, where my informant 
happened to be again when the news of Lueger*s 
confirmation came, the same princess raised her eyes 
and her clasped hands to heaven with the words, 
*^God be praised! Light has dawned on the Emperor 
at last!" 

That was the time when a Jew-baiting chaplain — 
Deckert was his name— preached from the pulpit and * 

in pamphlets in the most vehement terms against the 
Jews — with success. This induced the "anti "-union 
to enter the field and to appear with a protest before 

the president of the House of Deputies. I5ut I will let 
my husband himself have the floor. He published in 
the Neue Freie Presse the following article, the con- 
tents of which will best show what was going on in 
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&e camp of the Anti-Semites, and what thoughts and 

purposes were awakened thereby in the camp o£ their 
opponents: 

Tm PRESBMT SmXATtON 

Now the wily old magician 

Once again his leave has taken I 
Spirits that owed him submissioii 
Now shall at my call awaken. 
I his oeO invaded; 

I have leaned the spell 1 
IUdo— spliiUttded— 
Mirades as wdll 

Goethe: Der ZmMekfi^ 

For twenty years now the Magician's apprentice " {Zauderlehrling) 
has been txying his e3q)eriments in Austria. The old master who 
knew how to eaerdse and to exordse the spirits has gone; constitu- 
tion, pariiamentarianism, the fundamental law of the state, have 
beoome mere documents, and the unbridled spirits are up to their 
mad tricks. And now, since it has resulted as all who were not 
didr heads m the sand saw diat it would result^ die oy of 
dimay echoes thzongfa the land: 

Lord, tlie need 's immense I 

Those I called — the spirits — 
Will not vanish hence i 

Or perhaps it will still be claimed that they were never summoned ? 
Would any one wish to deny that we looked on with remarkable 
patience, endured them, — yea, verily, absolutely defended them, — 
instead of calling on the master who would have driven away the 
demons while there was still time ? 

Yes, if with us a system had not grown into a standard separating 
so-called "serious" politicians from dilettanti! The system, which is 
called in plain English " 1 dare not " {Ah trau* muh nicht ), has been 
wrapped up by the ** serious" in a distinguishcd-appearipg vesture, 
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and elevated under the title of "Opportunism" to the oonccpt o€ 
political wisdom. 

What this Opportunism has on its conscience is fearful 1 It is the 
facake^ the slave chaia holding back eveiy energetk: activity, hinder- 
ing everything, making every transaction imposdble; it is the cause 
of the broken-wiQged oonditwn that obtains to-day, of the distrust, of 
the fatalistic i^ris nous le dS^ge; it is the cause of the imiversal dis- 
content and apathy on tiie one side, of the k>ud shouts of triumpiv 
the renewed eflforts on that side yonder, wfaidi is now only one slep 
away from its appointed gosi 

Here I can add a word from experience, for I have been standing 
in the very midst of the stormy waves, and I shall still stand there as 
kmg as the office is intrusted to me of representing that portkm of 
my fdlow-dtizens wUcfa has undertaken to oppose the assaults of 
the preadiers of hatred and the apostles of persecutkm. "Bjf virtue 
of this office I fed myself called upon, indeed hi duty bound, to put 
in my word and to speak of the experiences whidi the Union for 
Resistance to Anti-Semitism has had since it was founded. 

I need only to point out tlic Rescue Society as an example of what 
opposition humanitarian associations meet with from the influential 
classes. Our Union was meant to be a rescue society in a certain 
sense, namely, for the purpose of rescuing the good old Austrian 
spirit, the spirit of patience, of justice, of brotherly love, the spirit 
that used to prevail at that time when, in the struggle for freedom 
and human dignity, Christians and Jews stood together in the very 
van, united in purpose and in genuine brotherhood, to conquer or to 
die; This spirit we desired to help rise to its old honorable condition ; 
this was the reason for our emerging from our peaceful calm in order 
to take up the battle against poisoned arrows and eveiy kind of dis- 
gusting weapon. 

What was more natural and more justifiable than for us toyield to 
the expectation that every one who had any daim to culture and 
morality should joyfully join with us and thus raise a miOioofold 
protest against the mad actknis of the thoug^idessly unbridled spirits? 
What was more reasonable than to hope that in the mfluentsal drdes 
in whose hands the reins are placed we shoukl be greeted with joy as 
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the breakwater against the onrush c^f the destroying billows, as the 
dam whidi is to be carefully repaired and made secure at a time 
when a freshet is expected ? . . . 

Yes, we believed and expected that, but we had forgotten just 
one thing, — Opportunism. Only gradually did we come to realize 
that warm feelings, honorable enthusiasts, fresh, fiery zeal, arc ideal 
concepts which have found no place in the lexicon of higher politics; 
we learned that cvcn tlung must be diplomatically wrighcd. accurately, 
even to milligranis, .so that if possible, even in the most hL'tcro<j;L'nc- 
ous conditi ons, a transaction may be satisfactory to A and B and C; 
in short, that aU things and everything must first be placed on the 
scales of the Opportune before there can be any departure from 
reserve. 

We have, indeed, attempted to emancipate ourseWes at times from 
this terrible thing, and to undertake several litdc coups d^iiat on our 
own responsibility, but even then the capital O had to appear on the 
door before it would o^pcn for us ; and when we were admitted we 
heard nothing more comforting than that " in case of exigent," that 
is to say, in case it should ever become opportune, our desires would 
be taken into consideratwn. 

We have seen how these pledgies were kept in the aifair of the 
Rescue Society; in short, we were obliged to recognize that no sup- 
poit was to be found in the quarter where it shodd have been freely 
offered us. 

And yonder in the camp of our opponents th^ were not blind. 
This buttoned-ttpness {Ztgikni^^Skiit) which we met with was a 
direct enoouragement to them to continue in the direction marked 
• out, and th^ have made die most of it in order to make capital out 
of it, in order to win new support Was that not to have been fore- 
seen } Ought we to wonder that in view of such official toleratton 
the defection among officials and teachers over to that side should 
grow ever more and more serious? . . . 

A frank, a decided word from above, spoken at right time, 
in plaoe ol evasive circumlocutkms whkfa, fike the answers of the 
ancient orades, may be stretched and twisted to suit any intetpreta- 
tioDy wodd have prevented what had to come today — nay, not 
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had, but was allowed, to come. And this definite, frank utterance^ 
open to no nuamtecpietation, is the right of that portion ol oar 
fettow-cHixens who^ oootraiy to all dvO order, are exposed to the 
wildest insults and threats, without protection and practicany dedared . 
to be outlawed. This fzank utterance is: AtUiSemiiumf imprmi^ m 
word, and m dted, is a maumtni dangemts $9 soekfyt du^y u^unoui 
to Uu tsdsUna of the rtaU amd ike fundamental kmt rf ih€ state. No 
govenmeni tan penmi U any mors than ananhy or other endeavors 
wkuk^ through exerdse of fara, tend to disturi internal ftaes and to 
hring ahout €iuil war. 

We have labored to have this or a simUar judgment pronounced, 
and in so doing v.e have done our duty. Come what will, we will not 
desert the breach ; for we have in our hearts the consci* jusnes;s of 
occupying a standpoint which every right-feeling and right-thinking 
man must take. This consciousness is sufficient to keep up our 
courage. In our ranks there is not one who is striving for any per 
sonal advantage from the realization of these principles ; on the con- 
trary, we know that to-day we stand just as unprotected, just as 
much exposed to all insults, as are those whose r^hts we desire to 
see secured. 

But, in condusion, an oM provexb says, *^God helps those that 
he^ themselves," and it must come to self-protection if this particular 
form of anarchy, which is already making the doors of Austria ring 
with its bbws, shall succeed in breaking them down. Let us rally if 
itmustoometodiatl A. Gundaccar von Suttner 

I said above that duty and pleasure took us to 
Vienna. Our pleasure consisted chiefly in going to 
the tfieater. Oh^ it was indeed a delight to attend 
plays with My Own, who was so keen to enjoy, so 
thoroughly one of "the thankful public"! Especially 
in jolly plays he could laugh as no one else did 1 And 
next to the theater came social intercourse with sym- 
pathetic friends. We had long chats on literaiy and 
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pacifistic topics with Cameri and Hoyos, with GroUer, 
Herzl, and various other men of the pen. 

Great pleasure was afforded us also in visiting at 
the house of my cousin, Christian Kinsky. Every time 
we came to Vienna we were invited to dine with him 
and his thoroughly sensible wife, Therese. Christian 
was then provincial marshal of Austria. The burden 
and dignity of his office took nothing from his corus- 
cating humor, from his inexhaustible wit And at the 
same time such free, clear-cut views of things ! Therese 
also was very liberal-minded in all matters. Quite the 
contrary was Christian's sister, Countess Ernestine 
Crenneville, who often came up of an afternoon with 
her handiwork for a little gossiping (Platisc/i). She 
occupied a lower floor in the Kinsky house in the 
Laudongasse^ and, like the generality of the Austrian 
aristocracy, was very religious and ecclesiastically 
inclined. She had many times tried to convert her 
brother, but he always evaded the issue with laughter 
and bantering; and they got along together very wdL 
It would indeed have been hard not to get along well 
with tmestine, for her piety was tolerant, and she was 
goodness and gentleness itseli I had known her in 
her blooming, youthful beauty; now she was old, but 
still a pretty little lady, and had much that was interest- 
ing to tell of her life. 

Once I jotted down in my diary a reminiscence of 
hers. The conversation had turned upon our Empress 
and her mania for traveling about the world so restlessly. 
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"I remember/* related Ernestine, "how one day 
we were sitting together after a little dinner at the 
Empress's — a very small party, the Archduchess 
Valerie, the Duke of Cumberland, and L A few ladies 
of the court were near. The Empress was very silent 
and sad. Suddenly she cries out, 'Oh, let us go outside, 
out on the green grass and far away I' Archduchess 
Valerie springs up : * For mercy's sake, mamma . • •* * 
The Duke of Cumberland exclaims soothingly, *You 
are right, your Majesty,' and whispers to her daughter, 
* Only never let her go alone, never alone.* " 

War had broken out between Japan and China. 

Such events no longer left me so indifferent as they 
did when X was young. Even though this tragedy was 
being enacted iax away, in another quarter of the 
globe, the fact that the fiend against whom our party 
was fighting had broken loose again indicated a set- 
back for our movement; for who could tell what 
future wars, in which Europe might also be involved, 
this war would bring in its train? 

Even during the Peace Congress at Antwerp, in the 
autumn of 1894, the Sino-Japanese conflict was rising 
threateningly above the horizon, and I remember that 
among the resolutions at that time one contained an 
exhortation to the two empires, and also to the other 
powers, to avoid the outbreak or the continuance of 
the war by means of arbitration or intervention; but 
we were not heard. The only government which paid 
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any attention to this action was the Russian, From 
that came the following answer: 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, St. I'rtersburg, October i:^, 1894 
M. A. Houzeau, President of the World's Peace Congress 
Dear Sir: 

I received in due time the letter which you addressed to the Im- 
perial Government, urging the great Powers in common to take steps 
to put an end to the bloody war between Japan and China. The sue- 
oe>8 of such intervention would, above all, depend on unanimity (tf 
views and eodeavois, which latter his Majesty's government win 
ahrays be ready to support for the possible avoidance, dhninution, 
and prevention of the honors of war. 

In giving you this assurance I beg you, my dear sir, to accept the 
expression of my espedal consideration. Giers 

And when the battles had begun, then the whole 
world again listened with the keenest interest Yet 
this was noteworthy: little Japan proved to be more 
than a match for huge China. There was no little 
pride manifested in German military circles at these 
Japanese victories, since the complete system of arma- 
ment and of tactics in the Land of the Rising Sun 
was the fruit of the instruction which German miliUiy 
instructors had given the Japanese army. We Euro- 
peans are the bearers of culture. Perhaps it is also 
going to be our province to make the Chinese into a 
first-class fighting nation. Attempts in this direction 
are not lacking; this comes under " unanimity of views 
and endeavors." Quite naturally, he who possesses a 
set of white chessmen and likes to play chess must 
provide for an opponent with an equivalent number 
of black ones. 
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In May, 1895, tlie Asiatic war came to an end. The 
Peace o£ Shimonoseki was signed, and secured to 
the Japanese important advantages from the victory. 
This the European Powers would not endure, and they 
united in advising the Japanese to renounce various 
fruits of their triumph over China; otherwise they 
would feel compelled to back up this request by re- 
course to arms. Fortunately Japan yielded, and this 
" recourse " was not required. But why did the Powers 
not unite before the war in intervening and demand- 
ing that the Korean question should be submitted to 
a court of arbitnition ? 

The Interparliamentary Conference of the year 1 895 
met at Brussels. Although we were invited, this time 
we did not attend; but our correspondents kept us 
informed of the course of events. The principal fea- 
tures of this Conference were: 

Submission and acceptance of the plan for a natbnal tribufial 
determined upon the preceding year, and formulated by Houzeau, 

La Fontaine, and Descamps. 

Resolution to send this plan to all governments. 

raiticipation in the Union for the first time of a Hungarian group. 
At the head of this group, Maurus Jokai, and, as its most brilliant 
representative, Count Apponyi, whose eloquence makes a ^nsation. 

Invitation of the Hungarians to hold the next — the seventh — Con- 
ference at Budapest at tiie time of the Millennial Festival; accepted 

All these tidings filled me with joy. Once more a 
' few important steps forward had been taken; an elab- 
orated plan for a national tribunal was now placed be> 

fore the governments, and the project did not emanate 
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from unauthorized dreamers in private life, but from 
statesmen, the representatives of seventeen countries ; 
and the whole thing came from the initiative of one of 
the strongest and most distinguished men of his day, 
William E. Gladstone. Moreover, it could be seen 
how the nucleus of the peace endeavor was gaining 
new force — this time from the acquisition of Hun- 
gary, with one oi her most influential statesmen, Ap- 
ponyi, and her most celebrated poet, Jdkai. 

It was as if there could be seen on the horizon 
something still small and distant, but slowly growing 
b^ger, and certainly ever coming nearer. No longer a 
vision of the fancy, no mere ** pious wish," but some- 
thing substantial, actual, which to be sure may still be 
attacked and hampered, but no longer flatly denied. 
And why attacked ? Was it not good fortune and suc- 
cess drawing nigh? Ever larger would become the 
dimngs of those who recognize it, and then they would 
all hasten to meet the approaching marvel and greet 
it with jubilation ! 

In our comprehension of this. My Own and I were 
happy, and we labored in the great work according 
to our feeble powers, full of joyous confidence. Not 
as if we did not see the obstacles in the way; we 
were painfully conscious of them, and we realized 
the opposition that was still to be overcome. Any- 
thing old and firmly rooted has very obstinate en- 
durance, and the law of inertia gives it effective 
protection. Men do not like to be shaken out of their 
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ruts; they avoid new zoads^ even though they lead 
them into paradise! 

These were the thoughts that formed the basis of 
the novel Sis wollen nickL The question of peace was 
not treated in it, but the question of social reforms in 
the domain of political economy : A landed proprietor 
introduces all sorts of improvements, desires to bring 
about conditions which shall give his laborers pros* 
perity and independence, but they do not want it **; 
they distrust him and ruin him. 

Yes, the increasing, approaching ray of light on the 
horizon rejoiced us, but we had our trials in the im^ 
mediate and the near which filled the world about us. 
Thus at that time terrible news began to arrive from 
Armenia, — butchery instigated, measures taken to 
exterminate a whole nation. From Spain also came 
gloomy tidings, — Cuba wanted to gain her independ- 
ence, and, in order to retain her, her yoke was made 
ever more oppressive • • . and the Madagascan enter- 
prise of the French ... in brief, cause, enough for 
horror and worriment all around 1 But also suiilicient 
cause for hope and joy I 

The Association Litteraire held its congress in Dres- 
den. We were invited to attend, since my husband 
was a member of the society. I do not know what 
prevented us from accepting the invitation , but I find 
in my papers a report from there which at that time 
gave me great pleasure : 
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Duriog a lilemy evening at wtuch the King and the Queen, the 
kiders of official aodety of Dresden, and all tlie partkipanta of the 
Congress were present, J* GnmdOrteret, in an address on ** Gennan 
Women as judged by the French," said itoe woids : 

** SplrituaOy the Gennan woinan has been presented to us by Luther 
and Johann Fiscfaart, hter by Goethe and ScfaiDer, until at last, like 
an incarnation of the human conscience she stands before us as the 
apostle of peace and ctviliation, and with the Baroness von Suttner 
utters the ay which bng since ought to have found an echo in the 
heart of eveiy mother, WajgfiM meder/** 

At the banquet in Leipzig, GrandCarteret returned to the same 
theme in his toast : 

drink to the book, that i3 to say, to the general expan- 
sion of humane thought. 

••To the book that had its origin in Germany, en pleine nuit armee^ 
to the book bom on crossroads and today casting a light on tlic 
highway of the future; to the book which has arisen against the 
sword. . . . 

" I drink to the feminine Volapiik of the future, which all by itself, 
if men continue to want to kill one another, will permit the women 
of all countries to utter the cry, Die Wafftn nieder ! For the first 
time in thirty five years we have felt the soul of the people here 
vibrating. I drink to that soul to-day I " 

At the same banquet fimilc Chaslcs, In^prrtor General of Public 
Instruction in • France, delivered a speech which closed with these 
words : " I salute the spirit of internationalism, which rises above the 
quarrels of men and governs nations with the aim of drawiqg them 
together." 

We made an excursion to Prague, the city of my 
birth. The Concordia Union had invited me to deliver 
a lecture. Before this affair, which took place at eight 
oclock in the evening in the mirror room of the 
Deutsches Haus, we were invited to dinner at Pro- 
fessor J odPs. The famous philosopher — a friend of my 
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friend Caraeri — was then a decent in the University 
of Prague, while he is now a light in our Vienna Hoch- 
schule. It was a pleasant little meal, with few but 
choice guests. The professor's young wife, Margarete, 
was a fascinating housewife, who had already won my 
heart, because I knew her as the liberal-minded trans- 
lator of Olive Schreiner*s stories. This same Olive 
Schreiner, in her Peter Haiket," has said a wonder- 
ful thing, — a thing that expresses beautifully my pio- 
foundest belief: '* With the rising and setting of the 
sun, with the revolving flight of the planets, our fellow- 
ship grows and grows, . . . The earth is ours.** 

Since I was to speak in a literary union, I had 
chosen the subject of peace literature, and as I was in 
Bohemia, I cited also Bohemian authors, — the two 
great poets Vrchlicky and Swatopluck Czech. In my 
absolute innocence I had no suspicion of the fact 
that it was something unheard of in Prague, so torn 
by national jealousies, to praise Czech geniuses in the 
Deutsches Haus. For a moment a certain feeling <^ 
restraint seems to have manifested itself in the hall, 
but when the splendid verses of the two princes of 
Czech poetzy — paraphrased rather than translated 
into German by Friedrich Adler — rang out, the 
German auditors were disarmed and the ill hunior 
passed off. There is no field which would be better 
adapted to bringing about reconciliation between two 
contending factions than the field of supematioQdl 
pacification. 
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At the banquet which followed the lecture I made 
the acquaintance of many interesting people, and par- 
ticularly of the theatrical manager Angclo Neumann, 
and his wife, Johanna Buska, The latter was veiy 
much after the style of Sarah Bernhardt,— so delicate, 
so thin, so golden-voiced, so exquisitely elegant, and 
so many-sided in her art There is no leading part in 
the repertory, from the naive to the heroic, the senti* 
mental, and the coquettish, which la Busca had not 
played and made the most of. That evening she re- 
cited a poem which Friedrich Adler had composed as 
a rejoinder to Carducci's ** Ode to Wan" 

The next day we went to see Vrchlicky. We were 
conducted by a maid into a little drawing-room, where 
we were kept waiting some time for the master of the 
house. When the door opened and he entered, I was 
rather disappointed. I have been so accustomed to 
find generally in the creators of beautiful works hand- 
some people that I was literally horrified at Vrchlicky's 
ugliness — for he is ugly, his best friend must admit 
it A flat, potato-like nose, tangled hair, — only from 
the eyes shines forth his clear intellect, and in the 
metallic tones of his voice vibrates his fiery soul. 

" I am very much delighted," he said, as he shook 
hands with us, that you have both come to Prague. 
You will find here a thoroughly intelligent public.** 

"Well, the public, because of national antipathies, is 
surely not altogether receptive of our cause, as we dis- 
covered only last evening." 
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** Oh !" exclaimed the poet, "there are no natioiial 
passions in music'* 

We did not understand the significance of this re- 
mark, and after a while the conversation took all sorts 
of turns, during which sometimes we and sometimes 
Vrchlicky showed the greatest astonishment in our 
faces, until it finally transpired that we were taken for 
Mr. and Mrs. Rcc, the well-known piano virtuosos, who 
were gomg to give a concert that evening in Prague 
and had promised to call on Vrchlicky. When the 
misunderstanding was cleared away we warmed up to 
each other, and I saw that he was as enthusiastic an 
adherent of my cause as I was an enthusiastic admirer 
of his genius. 

Our next little journey took us to Budapest — of 
course also in the interest of peace, " You have become 
genuine peace-drummers" {dierdHmFrUdeKs-Commis- 
V€yageMrs\ said my father-in-law banteringly. 

Just as in the year 1891 it seemed a necessity to 
found a society in Austria, that the countiy might be 
represented at the Congress in Rome, so now, since 
the Interparliamentary Union had iiuitcd us to the 
Millennial Festival at Budapest, it seemed likewise 
necessary for a private society to come into existence 
there and invite the other societies to take part in a 
Peace Congress. Our Vienna Society took up the 
agitation of this matter in the Hungarian capital. 
Leopold Katscher, the well-known publicist, who had 
wide-branching affiliations in Hungary, where he had 
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lived for many years, and who was now a member 
of our Unioiit made a trip to Budapest, and called on 
Maurus J(5kai, and on the statesmen with whom I, for 

my part, was assiduously corresponding. And the re- 
sult? Instead of giving a detailed account of this I 
will quote the text of the following dispatch which was 
sent to the Vienna press : 

Budapest, December 15. Peace Union established yesterday. 
Meeting conducted by B. von Berzeviczy, vice president of the Reidi^ 
tag. Addiesses in Hungarian by Jdkai, and in German by Banmeaa 
von Suttner ; a whirlwind of applause. Several hundred prospective 
members come forward. Voted to accept the invitation to the Seventh 
World's Peace Congress. Influential personages chosen to serve on 
the dbectorate, among them two members of the former cabinet. Jdkal, 
president Unexampled enthusiasm shown by the press; all the 
Hm^garian and German papers devote from four to ten oohmins to 
the reports. Prime Minister Banfify declared to Baroness von Suttner 
that both the Interparliamentary Conference and the WoHd's Peace 
Congress would be wdoomed in Budapest, and that the government 
would not only assist but would take the lead hi the arraiigements, 
thou^ tliey were not instituted by the government 

But simultaneously my diaries bring back the echo 
of very gloomy events and voices from that time. 
Under various dates of December I find the follow- 
ing entries : ' 

" War in sight" So it is reported in all the papers 

since this dispatch was received: "The President of 
the United States has spoken insultingly and impera- 
tively now that England has rejected arbitration in 

the Venezuehi affair." Now I^ngland has no alterna- 
tive — so run the leading articles — but to pick up the 
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gauntlet Fresh dispatches: All America aroused 
over Cleveland's message; all England in a rage; de- 
mands for many millions for warships, torpedoes, forti- 
fications; a hundred thousand Irishmen have offered 
their services to the United States. The war-proph- 
esying tone of the leading articles is accentuated; 
the familiar " inevitableness " of the conllict is demon- 
strated. Every journalist on the Continent is able to 
point out with certainty what England cannot put up 
with except at a loss of her honor, what all Europe 
cannot permit without imperiling its interests. • • • 
What is going to be the result? , • • 

The result I chronicled ten days later in the fol- 
io^ ng words: 

It was a test of strength. Only a few years ago, 

when the peace idea had not as yet taken form and 
utterance, the misfortune would have inevitably oc- 
curred. The greater part of the press» the chauvinists 
of all countries, the military parties, the speculators, 
those engaged in the industries of war, adventurers 
of all kinds who expected personal advantage from 
the general scrimmage, — all these have assuredly left 
nothing undone to piomc^tc the breaking out of war. 
On the other hand, negotiations were instituted. Not 
only our Unions, but also chambers of commerce and 
mercantile corporations took a stand against the war, 
and in ahnost all churches sermons were preached 
against it, and statesmen, intennewed as to their 

86 



FURTHER VARIED RECOLLECTIONS 

opinions, revolted at the thought of settling the ques- 
tion by an appeal to arms. 

Lord Rosebery says, ** I absolutely refuse to believe 

in a war between England and the United States over 
such a question^ for that would be an unexampled 
crime.*' 

Gladstone says, "Simple human reason is here 
sufficient.** 

The English heir-apparent and his son telegraph to 
the Worlds*' It is impossible for us to believe in the 

possibility of a war beUveen the two friendly states." 

How if the Prince of Wales had spoken out in as 
martial a tone for his nation as certain continental 
editors found it for their interest to do in the name of 
"all England"? How if he had sent a sword-rat lling, 
fist-doubling dispatch ? Or rather no dispatch at all ? 
How did heirs to the crown happen to write to mere 
newspapers ? The generality are gathered together, or 
at least recruits — so tradition iikes to have it — and 
the requisite blunt threats are uttered The future 
King of Great Britain acted otherwise. 

My novel Vor dem Gewitter (" Before the Storm") 
was finished. The newly founded Austrian Literary 
Society issued it as its first publication in an edition of 
three thousand copies, and this inauguration was cele- 
brated by a banquet given by the publisher, Professor 
Liitzow. The actress Lewinsky, from the royal theater, 
read a chapter from my novel ; congratulatory addresses 
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were made, and when the champagne went round a 
great success was predicted for the enterprise; but in 
a few years — Austria is no field for literary establish- 
ments — the business £ailed. 

When I had written the word " End " on the last 
page of the book Var dem Gewitter, 1 began another 
under the title Eimam und arm (** Lonely and Poor^X 
And My Own, besides working at his two-volume 
Sie wollen nicht^ wrote many stories of the Caucasus 
region. We were as industrious as bees, — that must 
be granted us. There we sat evenings at our common 
worktable, generally until midnight or later — and 
wrote and wrote. We used to talk about what we 
were doing, but we did not read our manuscripts to 
each other; we did give ourselves the delight, how- 
ever, of reading each other's proofs. 

Ah, those happy, lovely times 1 Even though they 
were full of cares, — for the Harmannsdorf stone quar- 
ries were getting more and more involved in difficul- 
ties, causing the whole family deep anxiety; for the 
fear ever increased that we should not be able to keep 
up the dear home. One sacrifice after another was de- 
manded, — even the quite opulent rewards of our lit- 
erary labors were swallowed up in the abyss, — all in 
vain ; as I look back on those days the exclamation is 
nevertheless justified, — Oh, those lovely times I For • 
I was sincerely happy and so was My Own, in spite 
of Venezuela, in spite of Armenia, in (^ite of Cuba, 
and even in spite of Harmannsdori Our kingdom 
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lay elsewhere, — the kingdom of our closely united, 
laughing hearts. 

And then our studies. It was our custom at that 

time to read aloud at least an hour every' day to each 
other. We had then just discovered Bolsche. He in- 
troduced us into the halls of nature's marvels, initiated 
us into the mysteries of the splendid universe. It often 
happened that when the reading had brought us a new 
revelation we would stop and exchange a silent pres- 
sure of the hand. 
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GamiilowiGB: fMiier and soa - The Italiaii campaign fai Aftica • Utter* 
anoet ol IQiig Mcndik • The defeit €l Adcnm • The 
umknM agviiMt war * Viaoty of the peace par^ • Cornqpoodenoe nilh 
Gmeri > fVom Annedaand Maoedonta • laiancGticMimCiibaaiidadiaqp 

INnodamadoQ • Professor Rdntgen's discovery • The Aag^KAtnwfean arU- 
txatioii tieatjr • Death of Juka Simon * A letter fipom Jiitea Simon. 

A MONG the letters preserved from the year 1896 



IX, I £nd an interesting one from Gumplowicz, the 
professor of philosophy. How I came to correspond 
with him I do not remember. It is not to be supposed 
that I could have been drawn to his works in admira- 
tion and sympathy, for, together with Gaboriau and 
Joseph Chamberlain, he is one of the most influen- 
tial defenders of that vicious race theory on which are 
based Aryan pride and German and Latin conceit, 
which are so hateful to my very souL Probably his son 
was the occasion of this correspondence. As radical as 
the father was conservative, he had sent me for my peri- 
odical a series of poems, entitled ** The Angel of De- 
struction " (Der Engei der VemtcAiung^^ translated by 
himself in a masterly manner from the ** Slave Songs " 
of the Polish poet, Adam Asnyk. Whether it was this 
translation or some other publication which had aroused 
tlic displeasure of the German authorities, all I knew 
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was that the young singer oi freedom was condemned 
to a long period of imprisonment When, during my 
lecture in Prague at the Deutsches Haus, I quoted vari- 
ous poems, I read also some stanzas from The Angel 
of Destruction." I see from an old account of that 
lecture that I informed the public of the poet's fate in 
the following words : 

A soul of fire . . . but not wise and prudent : what moved him — • 
^rmpodiy with human misery, indignation against human enslavemoit 
— he spoke out too damorously and in the wrong place, and he is now 
atoniqg for it in state prison, with two years and a quarter of solitary 
oonfinement • . . Do you realize what that means for a youth with 
exttbeiant powers of vitality, with a soul full of poetic inspiration, with 
eager yeaniDg for work, for love, for helping the world to betterment, 
— seven and twenty months of solitudel • • . I believe it win rejoice 
Us heart if word is sent him that his verses, so deeply penetrated with 
cmotiofi, have been heard in this circle, and that lus fate has touched 
a few noUe hearts here — it will be to him Uke a greeting from free- 
dom, for freedom. • • . And if you now applaud this sentiment, may 
every »«~»^«p count as apidause for our imprisoned odileagoe. 

The hearty applause that followed vindicated the 
defiant bard of peace in Plotzensee. 

Here is the letter from the professor at Graz : 

My dear Baroness: Gn», April «, .896 

Your note caused me great embarrassment I am asked to give 
my views on your article, "Two Kinds of Morals," which would 

necessitate uttering my opinion conccniing your whole philosophy of 
peace. I will make you :i counter-proposal, — fling me, together with 
the horrid Sighele, into a pot, and leave these naughty professors en- 
tirely out of consideration. There is notiiing to be done with them. 
They only spoil your temper, drive you out of your dreams, and spoil 
that noblest enjoyment of yours which you find in agitating tlie peace 
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idea. I, at least, will not take it upon me to play such a rascally role 
in opposition to you. You desire to see the picture at Sais and I am 
to raise the curtain, am I ? No, my dear Baroness, that I wiU not do. 
I have long made it my principle : 

" Where'er a heart for peace glows calm, 
Oh, let it be, disturb it not I 
Must r on your account go back on these principles ? Again the poet 
warns me: 

" Believe my word, that were a fault 1" 

Not for a moment do I yield to the illusion that I could persuade 
you ; the chasm is too wide for me to be able to throw a bridge 
across, and I am not con\inccd that by doing so I should do any 
good. It would be a better thing if you could convert ; but bops 
and malt are lost on me, — I am even worse than Sighele. 

The difference between us bad professors and you, Baroness, is 
this, that we are stating facts, — among them the /ut of the ** Two 
Kinds of Morals," — while you are preaching to the world how it ought 
to be. I always listen to your preaching with great pleasuie. I should 
have no objection, on the contrary I should be very happy, if the 
world would change in accordance with your ideas. Only I am afraid 
diat it does not depend on the world to slough off its skin, and that 
your moralizing is in reality a complaint lodged against the dear God 
in heaven, who made the world as it is. Yes, if you could stir him 
to bring out his vnxk. In a second levised edition, that would be 
really a success I 

By an means believe that if the wodd wiQ only **have the wiD," 
tlieneveiythingwilloome out an rightl Because of taking "that veiy 
stsndpoint my son is In prison In Fldtaensee. He^ too, could not 
compfdiend that the State is so unmoral" as to let the unemployed 
fp hungiy whfle it has control of bread and nourishment in ample 
sufficiency, ibis being in direct contravention of die commandment 
about love for the neighbor. And so he went forth and gave die 
State a castigation, caUiog it a ** band of expbiters," a legaUy or- 
ganised horde of bandits." Ftom the standpoint of ** the one and 
only morality " he was perfecdy right Since he has been in prison 
I have leframed from attacking this standpoint to his face. Why ? 
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Because this enthusiasm for this "one and only morality," tlie bringing 
about of which he has been striving for, makes him happy and en- 
ables him easily to endure all the trials and privations of his dungeon. 
And just for the same reason I have no idea of attacking to your face 
the standpoint which you accept; for in your endeavor to make this 
dear to all the world you are certainly finding your greatest happi> 
ness. How could I satisfy my coitBdence if I willii^ disturbed 
happiness? 

Go on your way, my dear Baroness, in peace; do not wony about 
the Sig^ieles; do not read Gumplowicz's " Conflict of the Races"; It - 
might cause you sad hours ; and do remain always what you are, — 
the diampion of a beautiful idea I In order to fulfill that mission stick 
to the persuasion that this kiea is the truth, the sole and only trulb. 
And of this belief may no prof esaorial chatter ever rob you I 

With this mb, I remain witb the sincerest respect 

Your most fattfaful 

Gumplowio 

I have inserted this letter in my memoirs because 

I like to let the c)i3ponents, especially such eminent 
opponents, have their say. What reply I made to the 
professor I do not remember^ but assuredly I did not 
leave uncontroverted the idea that I was pleased by 
the condescension with which he regarded my views 
as pleasing delusions 1 The morality that to-day is al- 
ready beginning to influence the lives of individuals is 
not a fact handed down by tradition from the creation 
of the world, but a phase gradually won by social de- 
vdopment and beginning to react on governmental 
life and to work on quite different factors from mere 
" hearts that glow calmly for peace." 

Italy at that time was trying to make war in Africa. 

It wanted to conquer Abyssinia; but that was not 
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so easy. The Negus was victorious in many battles. 
The Italians had been obliged to withdraw from Fort 
Makoli. Then Menelik expressed his desire to enter 
into peace negotiations. General Baratieri sends Major 
Salsa into the enemy's camp. But no conclusion of 
peace is reached. The N^us demands the evacuation 
of the newly acquired territories; whereupon Baratieri 
sends word that these propositions can neither be 
accepted nor be taken into consideration as a basis of 
further proceedings. So then, further prosecution of the 
war. Reenforcements are sent The Ri/omia declares 
that Baratieri has done well in refusing the Negus's 
overtures; they insult the dignity of the nation. 

In place of Baratieri another generalissimo is to be 
shipped off, and the victory of Italy is assured. Gen- 
eral Baldissera, Austrian bom, who in the year 1866 
had fought against Italy, is intrusted with this mission 
of conquest. So now let it be said that it can be some- 
thing else than the most glowing patriotism that moves 
Hie mover of battles 1 . • . 

And Menelik meantime? A French physician, 
drawn to the enemy's camp during a journey of re- 
search, wrote from Oboch: 

The Negus received me. ... Is he really sad, or does he only 
put it on ? He keeps affirming that he is to the last degree troubled 
about this war which has cost and will continue to cost the shedding 
of so much Christian blood. He is attadced — he defends himsdf; 
yet if he is too hard pushed and they want to try it again, then — 
Mendik seems oonfidenfc as to the upshot of the mr, but why so 
mudi blood? 
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Why, O swarthy Emperor? Because the white gen- 
tlemen in the editorial offices declare that it is the 

**duty demanded by honor.** 

In Italy the protest of the people against the con- 
tinuation of the war continues to grow louden But 
since it is Republicans and Socialists who vote for the 
discontinuance of the campaign, their demonstrations 
are suppressed by the government On February 29 
a great anti-African banquet was planned in Milan, 
but forbidden by the prefecture. And on the next 
day comes the terrible news of the defeat in Adowa, — 
eight thousand men ^en — the rest put to flight — 
two generals killed — in short, a catastrophe; wild 
agony in Italy and sympathy throughout Europe. 
Ail the fury is concentrated on Baratieri because he 
attempted such a sortie. 

Out of the multitude of reports about Adowa I have 
entered in my diary only one or two lines from // 
Corriere Mia Sera of the eighth of March: *'The 
soldiers of Amara, who are cruel brigands, hacked 
down the Italian wounded, mutilated them, and tore 
the clothes from their bodies." 

Gentlemen of the press, who have demanded the 
continuance of the war, does it not occur to your 
consciences that you are accessories in the mutilation 
of your fellow-countrymen? No, they demand that 
the blood of the ^len shall be avenged, — in other 
words, that still others, unnumbered, shall experience 
the same misfortune. LOpinione writes: 
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Baratieri's act was that of a lunatic ; he wasted in a craven way 
the lives of eight thousand soldiers and two hundred officers. But 
our military honor remains unUcinished. The material bst will be 
replaced within a month; our military power reniains as it was. 
The country understands this and is ready to avenge the blood of the 
tiiksL Those who diink the oontraiy are a handful of people [that is 
to 8ay» those wlio oome out agsinstrte war — ah, why are fbey only 
a handful ?]» people without God and without a country. Neverthe- 
less, these people can do no harm, for the nation is agamst them. 

Was it ? . . . A dispatch of March 9 says : 

The and-African movement is assuming great dimensions. In 
Rome, Turin, Milan, Bologna, and Padua, committees of ladies are 
active in getting signatures for a peace petition to ParHaroent This 
has been signed by many tiioiisand persons. 

So acted the ladies; the women of the people were 
still more energetic. They threw themselves down on 
the rails before the cars that were about to cany away 
their husbands and sons to the place of embarkation, 
and thus actually prevented the departure of the trains. 

Likewise in the barracks, a protest is made against 
sending more men to the African shambles, and Urge 
numbers of' deserters arc escaping over the border. 
What is beginning to take place in the whole country 
is a battle between the idea of war and that of peace. 

The King, the first war lord, with a military educa* 
tion, grown up in soldierly traditions, sees only the pos- 
sibility of continuing the war, of winning a victory, of 
brilliantly bestowing the honor of his arms, — would 
sooner abdicate than conclude peace now / . . . He 
would be glad to retain Crispi, but a storm is arising 
against him throughout the land and — Crispi falls. 
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A new ministty is fonned. Rudini — that name stands 

uK the list of the Interparliamentary Union — becomes 
Prime Minister. What will he demand in the name of 
the government at the opening of Parliament? The 
Crispi journals and the papers representing the war 
party are fierce against any idea of peace : ** Revenge 
for Adowa 1 " Guerra a /ondo 1 (" War to the bitter 
end!") And had it been a lustrum earlier, this ciy 
alone would have come to the surface. Yet louder and 
more impetuously now arise the voices in protestation 
against the continuance oi the unrighteous wan The 
movement of protest was organized; hence it was 
effective. Through Teodoro Moneta I learned all that 
was going on in this direction. It was a victory; for 
the new minister, Rudini, did not demand the contin^ 
uance of the war. . . . 

It might be urged that what I am relating is really 
a political-historical chronicle, and not a biography. 
But it is my life's history; for the very life of my soul 
was closely bound up with these events. My thoughts, 
my labors, my correspondence, were all filled with 
those performances on the world's stage. And that I 
am repeating what is for the most part a matter of 
common knowledge, what was printed in the news- 
papers ever}^vhere, and therefore is treasured in the 
memory of all, — this I do not believe. The forgetful- 
ness of the public is great What one day brings, the 
next swallows up again. I know from my own expe- 
rience how, before I had begun to live for the peace 
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cause» political events^ even though they were impor- 
tant» disappeared from my memory without leaving 
trace, if indeed they had attracted my attention at all. 
But now I noted in my diary everything that related 
to the struggle that was taking place between the new 
idea and the old institutions; this was the red thread 
which I followed in weaving the history of the day, — 
a thread which assuredly has quite escaped those who 
have not kept their eyes expressly fixed upon it 

A letter from my friend Cameri, written during the 
Italo-African war, shows that I had vigorously com- 
plained to him of the pain which that tragedy was 
causing me. The letter ran: 

My dear Friend. ^^"^ ^ 5. i396 

Do not be veied if I fafl to attain my object, whidi is none otber 
diantDgive you pennanent comfort in your Mfferinf; over tbe present 
oonfition of tfie civifised woikL 

We two from beginning have taken a quite different stand- 
point (you may still remember my hesitation at tlie fint invita- 
tion to join the Peace Society, and that I yielded, mudi less won 
by the cause itself than by your own penonal cfaaim), and I dxndd 
like to bring you to my way of tfainkiQg, idiidi consequently skomU 
be yours. 

" Consequently," — how so ? I hear you say. Because you, Uke 

me, accept the theory of evolution. This knows nothing of a com- 
plete cessation of conflict, and recognizes only a gradual amelioration 
of the methods of the conflict. It also knows notliing of a complete 
disappearance of want — not to be confused with the wretchedness 
of poverty, which can very properly be checked ; this theory holds 
rather that want is the great stimulus to progress. A cessation of 
all want would be absolute stagnation, and therefore it is just as 
little thinicable as a work! of nothing but good people, which would 
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be a contradictkm in itsdf , jtiBt as it would be to tbiok oi a day 
without night 

I belkve finn^ in progress ; but I eaqpect it to come not in a 
universal improvement of men, but as a gradual refinement of the 
good If you oouki be content with this modest but firmly established 
view of hfe, you would not need to make any change in your activity 
in the cause of peace, but you would bole at the world with that calm- 
ness with which one must face what is unalterable, and you would be 
safeguarded against disfllusions as painful as they are superfluous. 

The movement toward the quickest possible establishment of a 
general aibitntkm tribunal is now on, and must take its course. At 
least do not promote it; lor if it remain without resuhs, this would 
be far more favorable for the cause of peace than if such a court, 
whidi would have to be preceded by an international agreement, 
should make a perfect fiuoa The on^ practfeal thing today is that 
the contending parties should themsdves choose arbitrators in whom 
they have confidence. This custom is, happily, getting to be more 
and more generally adopted, and all attempts to push it can only 
endanger it To win more and more advocates for this custom is the 
task whk^ will bring the greatest Uessings from the work of diese 
peace unions; but all the peace unions in the world have not as yet 
in an this time performed such a service for the idea d peace as my 
Martha atone irith her matdiless talc. 

This is one thing you have to keep ever before you, and if you 
win jom me in smifing at the Utopias of those who bdieve it pos- 
sible to have a world of angels, then you wiD share my indifference 
m the way you regard that ancient beast, Man, and his constant 
readiness to heap up inflammables on inflammables. 

Do you remember how I warned you against an American who 
counseled disarmament? They will yet, in alliance with Russia, 
threaten Europe ; and I am thoroughly convinced that it is only the 
enormous amiics, wfiich no one would be able to command and pro- 
vide for, that are to-day an assurance of peace and are smoothing t^ie 
way for the arbitrators. 

The defeat of the Italians in Africa pains me ; but it is a whole- 
some lesson. If I were Crispins successor, I should have no scruple 
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in open!)' declaring, " Italy has been deservedly punished for a ^eat 
offense ; let us not make the offense worse ; we have >^>TTi«»thii^ 
better to do," and Italy would give jubilant ratification to 

Your Canieri 

I possess a copy of my reply, and I give some 
extracts from it: 

Hannaiinadocf, March lo, i8q6 

Your ktler is a new pioof d your affection. I have known for a 
long time that you are not one of us, — have known it from the day 
when you di sco v ered that it wouM be money ill spent to contribute a 
Icguy as a proof of respect to my life woik. You find my woik use> 
less, — afanost hsxmful; but at ^ same time you love Mardia and 
Lowos, and would like to spare Martha pwn. But, my dear, if I did 
not fed pain what would be the impulse for my woik ? Certani^ 
not, as my enemies say, vanity^ You surely do not believe iSbatf 
No^ pain at fbt way men stidc to their barbarism is what penetrates 
me and oompds me to oppose my weak activity against the general 
mactx>n. If one should keep waiting for the next oentmy or so for 
thqgs to be done of tfaemsehres, they wooU never get dome* After 
the principle of railroafls was discovered (they, too, were su£kient^ 
opposed), locomotives and trades had also to be built, without waiting 
until a future generation should be ripe for such a mode of travd. . . . 

The war tiiat does not break out because of wony over the re- 
sponsibility, that is to say, because of the excess of armaments, is not 
peace, for it is doubly precarious: in the first place, because the 
armaments are in themselves ruinous, materially and morally, for they 
exhaust all resources, they ensla\ e and degrade nicn, and they must 
keep alive the spirit of war and the worship of force, which is hap- 
pening^ in all schools at the present time ; secondly, because the ex- 
plosion of the powder magazine is left to depend on the arbitraiy 
will of a few people, . . . 

Of course disarmament — especially of a single state — cannot 
begin immediately ; but just as the interminable increase of arma- 
,,ixients is the consequence of the anarchy that prevails in the mutual 
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idadons of states, so would disamiainentbe the oooaeqneiioe d thdr 
mutual relations based upon law. . . . 

And if only people would not keep saying to us bdieven bt evotii* 
tkm diat die progress of culture is slow, as if we did not know itt 
But, because of that, to leave tbe fixst stqie to the next genecstions 
and stand still ouiaelves is not a oocrect way to apply our knowle^ 
of tbe slowness of the general movement forward; for we ought also 
to know that this trifling advance of the whole mass is the result of 
the greatest haste and the greatest output of eneigy on the part of 
sing^ atoms. 

* . . Yes, you are r^^; one Vxks cshnly mto the face of the 
unalterable and is spared pamfiil dtsilluskmment; but you are not 
r%ht m adding that with audi a realisation I could maintain die same 
activity ; for I regard the present state of things as not unalterable, 
and my whole activity consista in nothing else whatever than in 
modest but steady cooperatkm, according to my ability, in bringing 
about the chaiige. 

Your scruples about die Ufuversal Cburt of Arbitratkm now in 
process of estaUisfament rest upcm an erroneous conception of the 
plan. That is usually die cause of mistaken judgments. It b believed 
diat Mr. X is aindng at something irrationa], and .one therefore 
he»tates about helping Mr. X. On the other hand, Mr. X knows 
very accurately all the objections to what is attributed to him ; unfor- 
tunately, however, the real thing that he wants is not known. . . . 

** Share your indifference in the way I regard that ancient beast, 
Man, and his constant readiness to licap up intlammablcs on inflam- 
mables." No, the "young God" in man cannot have tiiis indiffer- 
ence if he is going to conquer the ancient beast in man. The great 
heaps of inflamm allies, which are to-day growing smaller and smaller, 
even though tlicy are still predominant, must not be left under the 
illusion that their realm is inviolable ; and besides, 

. ** He is guilty of half the harm 

Who, to stop it, will not lift an arm." 

What separates us two is faith. If you believed, as I do, in the 
possibility of the result, you woul4 suffer as keenly as I do from the 
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inertia of the world around us, but you would yourself take hold and 
act, and you would find your own pain and grief a small price for the 
beckoning reward ; at the same time you would have the additional 
joys which often stir me when I see how the work is advancing ; huw, 
here and there, ever more numerous and ever more determined, are 
arising those who demand the accomplishment of what is already 
granted theoretically by the niajonty. 

May the difference of our Ixliefs in peace matters in no respect 
imbitter our old friendship, hut do not attempt any more to free me 
from my worries ; it is in vam. Only he can mitigate them who shares 
them and helps me in the battle, but helps not because he is "won 
by personal charm," but because he believes in the possibility, in the 
necessity of this battle. B. S. 

At this period I had still other political joys and 
sorrows. The persecutions o£ Armenians in Turkey 
were ever assuming more grewsome proportions. The 
Balkan tribes, in their distress, put their hope in the 

peace societies. One day I was surprised by the fal- 
lowing dispatch from Rustchuk: 

Tune sS 

Bertha von Suttner, Vienna : 

A meeting attended by more than Uvo thousand persons was held 
to-day to express the wish that the twcntv-third article of the Treaty 
of Berlin might be made operative m Turkey, it was voted in the 
name of the freedom of all the peoples of Turkey, and \vith a view to 
putting an end to the continual shedding of blood and preventing a 
possible European war, to urge you to enlist the services of the Peace 
League in rea>mmending to the European governments the enforce* 
ment of Article 23 of the Berlin Treaty. 

The Macedonian Committee in Rustchuk for the 

Fieedom of European Turkey ,^ 

Koptdief 

The insurrection of the unhappy Cubans, and the 

Draconic method of subjugation employed by the 
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Spaniardsi was a real paroxysm of the system of force. 
General Weyler, who was hated with a deadly hatred 

by the Cubans on account of his cruelties, was sent 
over as Governor GeneraL On his arrival he issued 
a proclamation; the neat document is sharp," that 
must be confessed : 

Hie deadi penalty for piomu]gation» directly or tndirecUy, of news 
{avmable to the insunectkm; death for aaaisting in tmoggfing anna 
or for failing to prevent sane; death for the td^graph operator who 
oommunicates news of the war to third perMUis; death for any one 
who vertttQy or tfaroogh the pieas or in any other way ioweis the 
prestige of Spain ; death for any one who utters words favorable to 
the fdbels, etc.» — these punishments to be determined by a court 
martial widiout appeal, and all verdicts to be immediately executed. 

Thereupon great indignation in the United States 
regarding the Spanish dictatorship. 
And now the joyful things which my diaiy contains: 

A great event has happened : a professor in Wiirz* 
burg, — his name is on all lips, — Professor Rbntgen, 
has discovered a way of photographing the invisible 
by invisible rays. O thou wonderful world of magici 
What splendid surprises hast thou still in store for us? 
Invisible rays which disclose the hidden — utterly new 
horizons open before us. Thus science enriches the 
world without having caused any increase of poverty 
or destruction. This is the true expander of empire^ — 

a contrast to the sword which enriches one person only 

by what it has snatched from another, mangling him 
into the bargain 1 
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And another joy I found in the progress of the 
Anglo- American arbitration treaty for the settlement 
of all differences, without any reference to the limita- 
tions that later treaties contain. It was not yet adopted 
and ratiEedf but the negotiations were powerfully 
urged on both sides of the ocean. The editors of 
the Rcviciu- of Reviews (William T. Stead) and the 
Daily Chronicle^ in cooperation with the English 
pacifists^ established inquiries, meetings, demonstra- 
tions, petitions — in short, a popular movement, in 
which the most distinguished men of the day were 
enlisted and induced to take part At the meeting 
which, on the third of March, brought six thousand 
people to Queen's Hall, sympathetic letters were read 
from Gladstone, Balfour, Rosebery, Herbert Spencer, 
and others. The resolve of this meeting was commu- 
nicated officially by its chairman, Sir James Stansfeld, 
a former member of the Cabinet and friend of Lord 
Salisbury's, to the latter, whereupon the Premier replied 
that the matter had the sanction of the government 
On Easter Sunday three English Church dignitaries 
issued a manifesto to the people. The issuer applied 
directly to Cardinal RampoUa, and he replied with the 
approval of the pope. 

On the other side of the ocean there was the same 
movement in favor of the treaty. A national conven- 
tion is called in Washington for the twenty-second and 
twenty-third of April for the same purpose, and the 
signatories are statesmen, bishops, judges, governors, 
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President Qeveland is well known to be inspired with 
the same desire; in short, the conclusion of the treaty 

may confidently be expected to take place very soon; 
and a new epcx:h of the history of civilization will be 
thereby initiated. 

Now death overtook the former French Prime Min- 
ister, in whom our movement had such a firm support, 
— Jules Simon. My fnend Fr^^ric Passy was espe- 
cially affected at this bereavement It is a matter of 
common knowledge that Jules Simon had won the 
sympathies of Emperor William 11. 

I have a letter from the famous statesman and phi- 
losopher which shows clearly with what conviction and 
passionate eagerness he fought against the institution 
of war. I had written urging him to attend a festival 
meeting of our Union in Vienna, and received the 
following reply : 

Senatei Paris, May 24, 1S93 

Madam : 

You ask if I will come to the meeting at Vienna. Alasl no, and 
I am very sorry that I cannot. I have taken upon me all kinds of 
obligations which are devouring my life witinjut any too great advan- 
tage to the causes T am serving'. You tl-'.oughtiessly accept an engage- 
ment and discover the next morning that if you had not alienated 
your liberty you could make a better use of your energies. 

I could do nothing which would be more in line with my ideas 
and my tastes^ if it be peimitted to speak of one's mclinations when 
it is a question of duty ; no, I could do nothing that would satisfy 
me better than to go to Vienna and fight under your leadership and 
that of your friends against this eternal war from which we are suf- 
fering in the midst of perfect peace, and winch is becoming a disease 
endemic in the whole human race. 
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T know perfectly well that I should not say anything which has 
not been said and wtiich ought not to be repeated again this time. I 
do not blush for our cause because of its antiquity, nor because of 
the necessity which rests on its defenders of reiterating unceasingly 
the same arguments and the same complaints. It is like a Catholic 
Jitany, which ceaselessly repeats the same words to the same musics 
and which, in its monotony, is none the less an eneigetic and pas- 
sionate prayer. I should have liked to mingle my voice in tliat chorus 
of thousands of voices which will be raised in protest against the 
collective assassinations^ against the official massacres, against the 
destructioii of human life and property in this horrible heU 

As I am unable to go tiiere and raise my voice, I find some con- 
solaticii, madam, hi sending you my lamentation; and permit me to 
add to it my perfect admiralkmfor all you are doipg, and the hom^ 
of my reflect Jules Shnoa 
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THE SEVENTH WORLD S PEACE CONGRESS AND 
THE SEVENTH INTERPARLIAMENTARY 
CONFERENCE IN BUDAPEST 

Geoeral TUnr*t viait at Hannannsdorf • Anecdotes from hit life • Guibakli't 
appeal to the goveraments * Our journey to Buda^t • Reception and pit- 

fiminary festival • Opening of the Congress • From Tiirr's address • The 
historiciil Millennial Exposition ■ Elie Ducommun gives a report on the 
year's events • Debate: Armenian horrors • Address to the pope Letter 
from Dr. Ofner Excursion to the Margareteninsel • The youngest mem- 
ber of the Congress • Exciting debate about duclinf,' ■ Nepluief and his 
Institution • Deputation from the Society for the i'rotection of Animals • 
Conclusion of the Congress • Preliminary festival of the Cpnference - Soiree 
at the ParkUiA • Openiiis teMion In die Home «l Magnates • Second 
teMioB • Soirfe at the Fkime Minister's • From the ptoCoool • Apponyi on 
the partidpalioii of Russia in the oonferenoes * The Russian consul Vasily 
and lus action • Exeunkm into the futane * Visit at Maunia Jdkai*a - Gala 
oiieiaticpeffenianoe * EndoftfaeCooferenoe * Opening of the "Iron Gate** 

NOW we were getting ready to start for Budapest, 
where^ during the Millennial Festival, the Seventh 

World's Peace Congress and the Seventh Interparlia- 
mentary Conference were to be held. 

General Tiirr was chosen as chairman oi the Con- 
gress. On the twenty-sixth of August we were sur- 
prised by a dispatch from Tilrr announcing that he 
was coming to Harmannsdorf. He had arrived in 
Vienna from Rome, and before continuing his journey 
to Budapest he wanted to fulfill a promise made long 

before to visit us in our home. 
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It gave us great delight, and in order to show it we 
prepared a grand reception for him. Before the en- 
trance to the palace a triumphal arch was erected, 

adorned with the inscription 

WELCOME, STEPHAN tORR 

and when the carriage that brought him from the sta- 
tion, whither My Own had gone to meet him, drove 

up, a double line of our foresters performed a fanfare. 
Turr was greatly pleased with the fun. 

Although he was then seventy-one years old, he 
was as fresh and martial and elastic in his bearing as 
if he had been only fifty at most. At our house he 
added another to his conquests. Not to speak of my- 
self, our pretty niece Maria Louise, who was twenty-two, 
was so fascinated by him that she begged a cousin who 
was a painter and happened to be with us to make a 
life-size portrait of the handsome old warrior. The 
portrait was painted and she hung it in her boudoir. 

My diary has the following entry under date of 
August 26 : 

On arising I find a dispatch from Tiirr. Wire reply 
and make preparations. Arrival at four o'clock. Much 
fun over triumphal gate, banners, and fanfare; looks 
fine. At the very first, long chat in the billiard room* 
about the Congress. Still much to be done in prepara- 
tion, but the larger part has already been begun by 
his friends, and through his influence many advances 
by the government Dinner with the whole iainily. 
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Then black coffee in the garden. Very interesting 
stories. On the whole, he is full of gayety, goodness, 
and wit — like all men of the highest distinction who 
have been condemned to death two or three times 1 

Of the anecdotes from his experiences, which he 
intermingled with his conversation, I jotted down a 
few afterwards in a condensed fonn : 

In the year 1868 he came to Vienna, commissioned 
by King Victor Emmanuel, whose adjutant general 
he was, to bring this message to Emperor Franz 
Joseph : Tell the Emperor that in me he has not only 
a good relative but also a good friend.** Tiirr told us 
in what a friendly manner the Emperor received the 
message and the messenger — although he had once 
been proscribed and under the ban as a revolutionist 

Tlirr had no specially good things to say of Bismarck. 
From his conversations with the Chancellor he quoted 
the following remarks : " After supper I brought Rech- 
berg to the point of letting me buy Lauenburg — I 
wanted to prove that this Austrian would seii what he 
had no right to." And again: I have not succeeded 
very well in persuading my king that we must wage 
war against Austria, but I have brought him to the 
very edge of the ditch, and now he must leap." 

Tlirr was once talking with a Chinaman about civili- 
zation. " Do you know," remarked the man from the 
Middle Kingdom, " that your liberie^ fraUmite^ egalUky 
are very fine, but a fourth thing is necessary." 
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''And thatis— ?" 
Un harmanisaimr* 

-What is that?" 

The Chinaman, making a gesture suggestive of whip- 
ping, said, Le damdau* 

Tiirr is also somewhat of the opinion that it would 

be a good thing if men could have some of their bad 

qualities whipped out of them, especially some of their 

stupidity. La 6^Hse kumaine est tH^catfMneH'-siM^le 

. . . and l/tal word is still too short I 

Ach Gotter, 
Schneidt's Bretterl 

With this sigh of resignation he used to conclude his 

observations over this or that piece of immeasurable 
stupidity among men. 

He told us ever so much about his life as a soldier. 
He had already passed his fiftieth year in military 
service, for he had entered the army in 1842. During 
this half century he had seen so much that was hor- 
rible on the various battlefieldsi that he had conse- 
quently become an enemy of war : 

It was in May, i860. We were marching with Garibaldi's thou- 
sand heroes against Palermo. In the ne^boihood of the market 
place of Paxtenio we had a gUmpae of something diat filled the 
hardest-hearted of us with honor. Beside the road a dosen Bour- 
bon soldiers lay dead, and a pack of dogs were gnawing at their 
bodies. . . . We approached and saw that the sokliers had been 
burned. Garibaldi expressed his indignatbn at this in a terrible out* 
break of rage. He could hardly hold in tOl he entered die little town. 
The inhabitants reoehred him with joy, but he shouted to the exulting 
people hi a voice trembling wilh wiath: 
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I have seen here a barbarous deed — tbe partisans of fieedom 
liave no right to give way to such inhumane cnwHy. . . 

The people listened in deep aikDoe to the general's outburst of 
passion, final^ acme one came forward and said: 

We must acknowledge that we have done wroog^ but before you 
condemn us, listen to what happened here; perhaps you will find our 
action oomprdiensible. . . 

And the people conducted the general to a group of houses. He 
was taken into four or five of these houses and shown a heap of 
women and duldxen, afi soordied and burned to cinders. Hiis is 
what the Bouxbon soldieis have done^" they cried; ** ihey drove the 
women and children into these houses, set the houses on fire, and 
would not let one escape. Tb^ guarded the doors unt0 the wretched 
creatures strug^ed widi death In the flames. We heard their screaros 
of agony and hunied to hdp them ; but it was too late. ... In our 
bitter indignation we could only wreak our vengeance for the mnocent 
victbns by huilmg the monsters into ^ fire m tunii and then we 
brought them out into the road." 

Tiirr told us also of the document that Garibaldi, 
after the campaign was concluded, sent to all the 
crowned heads of Europe, urging them to form a 
league of peace. No notice was taken of this action 
and it is generally unknown. The only trace of it 
still remaining is the remark in the encyclopedia 
under the name Garibaldi: " Brave, patriotic, dis- 
interested, warm-hearted, but without deep political 
insighi^ a vtsionatyJ* But it was really General Tiirr 
who suggested that attempt Again l- quote his 
own words: 

One evening at Naples I was with Gaiibaidi on the balcony. The 
general, according to his usual custom, was contemplating the dcy 
futt of s^orious stars. For aknig thnehe wassQent; at last he said: 

*'Dear fiiend, we have again done only half a job. God knows 
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how much blood will still have to be shed before the unity of Italy is 
established." 

"May be . , . but, gerK-ral, you can be contented with the great 
result that we have brought about within six months. The shedding 
of much blood might be avoided if better views should obtain among 
the rulers. ... If, as far as it were possible, an agreement might 
be entered into by the European countries ; if what Henry the Fourth 
and Elizabeth, Queen of England, centuries ago dreamed, and what 
Minister Sully so beautifully described, could be brought about, ~ 
who knows but the king's noble idea might even then have been 
realized, if a fanadc's dagger had not struck him down. But it would 
seem as if the time had now come to carry it out, so as to save 
Europe from other dreadful massacres and battles. General, ytm 
have accomplished a great work ; you would seem to be the very 
one to bring an appeal to the rulers and the natx>ns in the interest of 
peace and confederation." 

We talked for a long time about this, and the very next roomiqg 
Gaiibaldi brought the appeal which, with a few modifications, we sent 
to the powers. Since that time I have often had that appeal printed. 
Whenever opportunity has offered I have striven to call the attention 
of those in power and ^ great public to Garibaldi's lofty ideas. And 
now, when the peace workers and the representatives of the nations 
are about to assemble on the occasion of the Bfillennial Festival, I am 
gomg onbe more to bring forth the never-to-be>forgotten leader's in- 
spired words of exhortation. It win not fall to be interesting amid 
the conservative tendencies — to hear kleas of the so-called revolu- 
tionists and subverters," dictated as th^ were by the purest philan- 
thropy; for those men sought to overthrow nothhig except the dikes 
that blodc freedom and progress. 

General Tiirr pulled out of his pocket a copy of 
Garibaldis appeal and handed it to me. It is an 
interesting document, and it makes one realize how 
thoughts which are regarded as new have been con- 
ceived many years back, and how they arc swallowed 
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up in forgetfulness, no matter how eloquently they 
may have been spoken. Ever again and ever again 
they have to emerge, like something new, surprising 
people, until at last they become common property. 

In this appeal Garibaldi points to the enormous 
armaments of the sixties (what would he say to-day I ) ; 
he laments that in the midst of so-called civilization 
we fill our lives with mutual threats against one an- 
other. He proposes an alliance of all the states of 
Europe ; then there would be no more fighting forces 
on land and sea (that we should be now building air- 
iieets he did not foresee), and the enormous funds that 
have to be withdrawn from the necessities of the 
nations for unproductive, death-dealing purposes might 
be made available for ends that would improve prop- 
erty and lift the level of human life ; these latter are 
then enumerated. 

The document also gives satisfactor)^ answers to pos- 
sible objections. " What will become of the multitude 
of men who are serving in the army and in the navy?** 

Rulers would have to study institutions of common utility if their 
minds were no longer absor bed in ideas of conquest and devastation. 
. . . In consequence of the advance in industry and the greater 
Stability of commerce, the merchant service would soon take care of 
the whole personnel of the navy ; the immense and innumerable 
works and undertakings which would spring up because of peace, the 
alliance* and sectiri^, wouM employ twice as many men as are serving 
m the amy. 

The appeal concludes with warm words addressed 
to those princes to whom " the sacred duty is intrusted 
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of doing good and cherishing that greatness which is 
higher than ephemeral ^se greatness^ — that true 
greatness the foundation of which would be the love 

and the gratitude of the nations.** 

General Tiirr returned that same evening to Vienna 
and went the next day to Budapest, where he finished 
the laborious preparations for the Congress. 

Two days before the Congress opened we three 
followed him there. I say we three," for we took our 
niece Maria Louise with us ; we wanted her to enjoy 
this journey and the social festivities with us. 

I see us on board a Danube steamen It was a 
beautiful, sunny September day. There was quite a 
little peace band of us, — Malaria, Dr. Kunwald, the 
GroUers, husband and wife, and Countess Potting, 
**die Hex'*; of friends from abroad,— Fr€ddric Passy, 
Gaston Moch and his wife, Yves Guyot the former 
Minister, publisher of LeSiecL and a great free trader 
before the Lord, the Grelix couple, and M. Qaparede 
from Switzerland 

So we had already a little Congress on deck ; even 
at meals our company clung together. We passed by 
Pressburg, by Gran with its proud episcopal palace, 
and at Waitzen a deputation from Budapest which had 
been sent out to meet us came aboard, — three mem- 
bers of the Congress committee, and with them a re- 
porter of the P§sH Naplo (the ''Buda^t JtmrwU *'). It 
was already evening and all the lights were ablaze 
when we slowly came into port On the dock stood 
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other members of the committee, among them Director 
Kem^ny, who greeted us with an address; and gathered 
about was a dense throng shouting ^Ijm / (*' Hail !") 
at the top of their voices. Carriages in waiting whirled 
us all to the Hotel Royal, where General Turr and a 
number of other colleagues were already awaiting us. 
That was the day of our arrival, September 15. By 
the entries in my diary I will now bring in review 
before my memory the week of the Budapest Congress 
and Conference. 

September 16. Interviews the whole morning. Leo- 
pold Katscher brings me newspapers and tells about 

the preliminary lal^ors. Luncheon in the Hotel Hun- 
garia given by General Tiirr with only a few intimate 
friends. Visits with Karoiyi, BanfFy, and others. In 
the evening of tliis day before the opening of the Con- 
gress all the delegates are invited to a reception in the 
great drawing-rooms of the Hotel Royal. Tiirr and 
Count Eugen Zichy, the great Asiatic traveler, act 
as hosts. At supper various addresses: Pierantoni, a 
giant in stature, with a stentorian voice, speaks in 
Italian, and as fascinatingly as if he were a famous 
reader rather than a fanious teacher of international 
law. I make the acquaintance of Dr. Ludwig Stein, 
professor in Bern University, whose philosophical 
feuilletons in the press have long been a delight to me. 
Fr6d^ric Passy and Frederic Bajer speak, and the 
Peace Futy " is also obliged to take part 
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September 17. Opening session in the council 
chamber of the new City HalL Before the door, in the 
entrance hall, aad on the stairs are stationed pandours, 
splendid in their lace-adorned uniforms and armor. 
It reminds one of the reception at the Capitol The 
hall is packed. The galleries are dehsely crowded. 
Turr takes his place on the piattorm between the 
Minister of the Interior and the Mayor. He opens 
the Congress with a brief, vigorous addiess. Here is 

a passage from it : 

Not so very long ago there were princes and noblemen who fought 
one another and exercised jurisdiction over their subjects and serfs. 
If any one at that day had told them that the time would come when 
they would be required to bring their quarrels before a judge, they 
woidd have declared that person a dreamer, a Utopian, or something 
worse. And now these great lords are compelled to appear before 
the judge, where all tfaeir fonner serfs stand on the same footiog 
with them. 

This change might be brought about also in the relations of die 
powers^ and all the easier sinoe it does not here oonoem two or three 
hundred princes and thousands of members of the h^ and lower 
nobility. We have to^y six great powers; and even these have 
united, — some m the 'nriple Alliance, the odiers in a friendly union; 
and an for .the purpose of preserving peace. 

Now then, only one further step is required* If these two groups 
unite, then the smaller states will join, and the free confederation of 
the European powers is accomplished. 

After the session the participants in the Congress 
are conducted to the Millennial Exposition, — the 
** Historical Exposition," ... a thousand years of 
Hungarian history, from the primitive simplicity of 
the semibarbarous time of Arp^ down to the refined 
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industry of the highly developed — let us say only 
quarter-barbarous — to-day. And if another thousand 

years pass by and again an exposition illustrates the 
course of development, will the little medals with the 
word pax on them, such as we all have attached to 
our clothes as tokens, at that time be found perchance 
among the articles of apparel ? 

In the evening a garden party in Oes-Budavar. 
Everywhere at the appearance o£ the troops of peace 
ring forth from the densely encircling public hearty 
shouts of Eljen / 

September i8. An interesting session. £lie Du« 
commun reads the report about the events of the past 
year. In the first place the progress of arbitration and 
the other successes and labors of the League; then a 
survey of the military events in Egypt, Abyssinia, Cuba, 
and Madagascar; finally, the latent events in Turkey. 
* Whoever may have been the originators of the atroci- 
ties, every civilized man must condemn them, just as 
he must condemn those who permitted the atrocities.'*' 

James Capper, the sympathetic Englishman with the 
white, apostolic head, with the hearty, ringing voice, 
gets the floor. The report of the Central Bureau," he 
says, "shows so clearly the absurdity of the so<:alled 
armed peace . . . What 1 The many armies, the terrible 

^ The first scries of ma'isnrrp'^ extended from October 3, 1895, to Tnnuarv' i, 
1S96. (Ja the part of the Armenians, as is shown by documentary evidence, 
there was no provocation whatever. In spite of that, 85,000 people were 
killedf about 3300 cities and villages were laid waste, more than 100,000 
Chibtiant woe conpiiltofjfy oonveited to Itbn, and jpoyooo were reduced 
to ilwvtttioiis^Bit S» 
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engines o£ destruction, are for the purpose dt furnish- 
ing and maintaining peace, are they? and yet six 

million soldiers have not sufficed to prevent the in- 
famies that have been taking place in the Orient! 
We should not look idly on indiile brigands trample 
down a whole nation I If I see in the street a child 
attacked by villains, I consider it my duty to inter- 
fere with both hsts in defense of the one attacked, 
and if in the struggle I should have to lose my life^ 
I would do it willingly!" Loud applause. We all 
feel it would be a legitimate use of force to protect 
the persecuted against force. 

A young French priest, Abb£ Pichot, moves that 
the Congress send an address to the Pope, begging 
him to grant the movement his support: it is known 
to him that Leo XIII had the peace cause much at 
heart, and that a word of approval from that quarter 
would be of the highest value. I spring to my feet and 
second the motion. I also know for a fact that the 
Pope has frequently of late y^ars spoken against prep- 
arations for war and in favor of the international arbi- 
tration tribunal ; but it is not sufficiently well known, 
because these utterances were made to a Russian 
publicist and an editor of the Daily Ckronuk* The 
Catholic press and the Church generally, as well as 
the whole Catholic world, have failed to hear those 
words. How very different would be the effect if the 
Pope should direct these observations of his directly 
to the millions of his faithful. So then, I urged, let the 

SiS 



THE SEVENTH WORLD'S PEACE CONGRESS 



respectful request be submitted to him that he embody 
in an encyclical the expressions of encouragement 

already often pronounced by him in the presence of 
the advocates of peace. Some one objects : the motion 
could not fail to offend those of other beliefs, espe- 
cially freethinkers; no religious tendency should be 
introduced. Frederic Passy explains that we are deal- 
ing not with religious but with humanitarian demon- 
strations. The motion is carried. 

In the evening, gala performance of the opera Der 
Geiger von Cremona} 

I receive a letter from Dr. Julius Ofner, deputy to 
flie Austrian Parliament I give the text of it here : 

... I should gladly have taken part in the deliberations on the in- 
ternational arbitration tiibunal. The talk that is made on ttiis point 
seems to me too timid, too much directed to the welfare of the states 
and too little to their duties ; aposUes do noi fiatter. 

From a l^al point of view there can be no doubt : no law without 
a judge ; no one can dedde in his own cause, and history teaches 
that if states desire even the most un^gfateous things, they have 
always found crown jurists to defend them and declare them lawful. 
As long, tiierefore, as there is no tribunal erected for international 
differences, there will be tntemational politeness, international morals, 
hut no international justice. The strong Is infallible; injured justice 
turns only against the weak. The aiq>«d to soverqgnty, which, it is 
said, must not be curtailed, is nodiiz^ but a doak for the desire to be 
permitted to do arfaitraiy wrong. For afl kw fimits the single individ- 
ual for the advantage of the rest, limits arbitrariness for the advaiir 
tage of unxversal liberty. Law and righteousness are at the foundation 

* Dir Gtigtr^ or rather Der Geigenmacher^ von Cremona, a one-act opera by 
Haas TmeCefci bora May 16, 1858, at Prague. Test by Leopold GUndier, after 
Copp^ Plisl piodticed at die Couxt Theater of ScfaweiiB, April 16^ iSB6.~ 
Tkamslatob. 
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of all culture, and what Kant said in regard to mankind in general 
applies to states, — " If there were no law it wouid not be worth 
while for men to live on earth." 

There is nothing sensational in the session. The 
afternoon is spent at the Othon, a journalists* club. In 
Tiirr^s company my niece and I make a call on Prime 
Minister Baiiffy. 

September 2a Outing for the members of the 
Congress* We are taken on special steamboats to 
the Margareteninsel, where the committee provide a 
luncheon. The weather is splendid — the tables are 
set in the open air, surrounded by the wonderful 
grounds of the park. **Do you know, my dear col> 
leagues and friends," said General Tiirr, "this island 
was formerly a wilderness. The owner, Archduke 
Joseph, by clearing, cultivating, and decorating it, has 
made a paradise of it So may that wilderness which 
to-day prevails in international life be turned by the 
civilizing power of the work of peace into a blooming 
land like the MargareteninseL*' 

Of course others also speak. Deep emotion is 
caused, however, when an Italian delegate, a former 
captain on the general staff, Conte di Pampero, lift- 
ing up his eight-year-old son and standing him on 
the table, asks permission to speak in the name of the 
youngest member of the Congress, and, laying his 
hand as if in blessing on the lad*s head, adjures those 
present to bring up their children, just as he is doing, 
to hate war and love humanity. . . • 
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September si. Very lively debate over dueling. A 
delegate — F^ix Lacaze from France — makes the 

motion that all Peace Societies shall require their 
members to agree to decline all duels. A great con- 
troversy arises. Count Eugen Zichy declares that if 
this is carried he must as a matter of honor resign 
from the Union. Such an obligation cannot be under- 
taken in certain countries and in certain circles. The 
English members, who are indignant that the duel 
is being discussed, arc provoked and refuse to allow 
Count Zichy to have the floor a second time, al- 
though he declares he wishes to speak in the line of 
conciliation. Finally Houzeau de Lehaye, the ever 
conciliatory, offers a compromise resolution which, 
although declaring that nothing can be mandatory 
upon the members^ nevertheless urges them to make 
every effort to discourage the use of the duel, as 
contradictory to the principles which they are sup- 
porting, and to secure the execution of the laws that 
relate to it 

I have made an interesting new acquaintance, — 
a Russian by the name of Nepluief. He introduced 
himself to me during a recess in the proceedings, and 
is urging me to support his ideas. He has founded in 
his country an institution based on the principles of 
education for peace. He gives the impression of being 
a grand seigneur^ and at the same time a deeply reli- 
gious man. His idea in coming here is to acquaint 
the Congress with the institution which he has called 
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into life, and have it imitated everywhere. He called 
bimsdf on his visiting card President de la Conf r^rie 
ouvriire de FExaltation de la Croix." In this way he 

imparts an ecclesiastical tinge to his socialistic under- 
taking, A multimiUionaire, possesser of wide landed 
estates and numerous factories in the Government of 
Chemigof, he began his career as a diplomat, but gave 
it up in order to devote himself wholly to the task of 
elevating the Russian peasants morally and materially. 
A*t his own expense he founded popular schools for 
industrial and agricultural training, and peasant unions 
which he calls "Brotherhoods." From the first he 
gave these unions a share in the profits of his under- 
taking; later he turned over his whole property to 
their complete control, reserving for himself only the 
title of life president of these enterprises. But things 
did not run smoothly. For years he had to contend 
with the ill will of the Russian bureaucracy, which sus- 
pected him of being a socialist Finally, however, his 
work of education brought him satisfactory results. 
He has explained his methods and experiences in a 
pamphlet, which he distributed to the members of 
the Congress. He himself departed from Budapest 
the same day.^ 

In the evening a banquet is given by the city. 

* In 1904 Mr. Nepluief called upon me in Vienna. He had remained faith* 
ful to himself and his apostleship. TTe had also succeeded in interesting the 
Czarina in it. it was his desire that the peace societies everywhere should 
eatabliili mdi fanernidea among the oommon people ; but, to say nothing of 
otiier objectfamti thew aodetiea, above alU lack the maana for dob^ ao. 
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September 22. A deputation from the Society for 
the Piotection of Animals call upon me and beg me to 
support their endeavors. I reply that I have at that 
moment a book under way, entitled Schach der Qual 
(" Check to Suffering.**), in which there is to be a chap- 
ter pleading for our poor dumb feUow-creattties» that 

are so cruelly treated. 

Final session. At half past one General Tiirr ends 
the Congress with the greeting Auf Wudersekn,, The 
** meeting again" takes place two hours later, in the 
Hotel Royal, where a farewell dinner is given to 
the president and the committee and the rest of us. 
Malaria — Olga Wisinger — had taken charge of the 
arrangements. But even now there is no general break- 
ing-up, for many of the participants remain here in 
order to be present at the opening to-morrow of the 
Interparliamentary Conference. 

We were also among those who were going to 
remain a few days longer. As early as the sixteenth 
of August the following letter had reached us at 

Harmannsdorf : 

Interparliamentary Conference, Hungarian Group 

Budapest, August 15 

Your Hlgtmess: 

The useful seal and the adf-saaifidqg and profitable labors wfaidi 
you have undertaken In the interest and aervioe of nnhrenal peace 
make it a pleasant duty for us to invite you, as wcO as your husband, 
and your nieoe the Baroness von Suttner, to Ifae Inteqnifiamentaiy 
Conference whidi is to open at Budapest on iSat twenty^eoond of 
September. 

123 



RECORDS OF AN EVENTFUL LIFE 



As you are aware, only members of legislatures can take part in 
the Conference ; yet it may interest you to follow the sessions from 
the gallery and to participate in the festiviues and excursions. 

In this hope, etc. 

Koloman v. Szell, Chairman 
Aristide v. Deszewffy, Secretary 
of the Executive Committee 

I return to my Budapest diary. 

September 2 3. Yesterday, as on the eve of the Con- 
gress, a great soir^ in the Parkklub, cards of invita* 
tion for which were sent out by Koloman von SzelL 
This clubhouse is really beautiful — massive, splendid, 
with English comfort All the members of the Con- 
ference are present; we have a joyous meeting with 
old acquaintances, — Stanhope, Beemaert, Cremer, 
Descamps, and others. Many ladies of Hungarian 
society and the wives of tlic members of the Confer- 
ence are there. Almost all the Hungarian ministers, 
Baron Banffy at their head; Counts Eugen Zichy, 
Albert Apponyi, Szapary, Esterhazy, and many jour- 
nalists and artist& Our old Passy is closely surrounded. 
Maria Louise looks wondrously pretty and, it seems to 
me, is turning the heads of several of the Magyars! 
Also that northern maiden, Ranghild Lund, the beauty 
of the conference days at Rome, is here and arousing 
much admiration. John Lund comes up to me and 
brings me a message from Bjornson. I make the ac- 
quaintance of a young Countess Kalnoky (unmarried 
and very independent), and her free and broad-minded 
views greatly appeal to me. Then we are joined by a 
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Countess Jborgac; she has much to tell us of Empress 
Elisabeth, among other things the following: Some 
spirit communications had been made presumably at 
a spiritualistic seance) to the effect that the place 
where the Crown Prince Rudolf is staying is worse 
than hell and no prayers are of any avail ; the Empress 
is full of despair about it. Melinda Karolyi and I ex- 
change glances equivalent to many exclamation marks. 

Servants bring round delicious edibles and drink- 
ables. A journalist remarks, **One need not be a 
member of a peace league to find this sort of inter- 
national meeting decidedly pleasanter than those where 
bombs and grenades are served," 

ToKiay the opening session takes place in the House 
of Magnates. Before the building, on the edge of the 
street, fastened together with garlands of flowers, stand 
masts, from which float the flags of all the nations 
that participate in the Conference, — an object lesson 
for the passers-by. That conception of a " European 
Confederation," still so stiange, is here expressed in 
the language of emblems. 

We reach our places in the gallery' before the mem- 
bers of the Conference make their appearance in the 
hall, so we watch them as they come in deliberately 
and take their places. In the ministerial chairs, where 
of late the King's Hungarian councilors sat, now the 
foreign parliamentarians are taking their seats. Fr^ 
d6nc Passy is between Cardinal Schlauch and Minis- 
ter Darany, Gobat mounts the platform and proposes 
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that, the president of the Hungarian House of Depu- 
ties» Desider Szilagyi^ be chairmaix of the Conference. 
He accepts and delivers the welcoming address. Now 
follow the speeches of old acquaintances, — Pirquet, 
Descamps, Beernaert, Von Bar, Bajer, and others. Ap- 
ponyi is new and surprising to me. What a speaker I 
I ic has a tall, elegant figure, a powerful barytone voice, 
and an easy mastery of foreign tongues. 

At the second session at four o'clock begin the actual 
transactions. Point I : Permanent International Arbi- 
tration Tribunal." Descamps reports that he has sent 
to all the sovereigns and governments the memoran- 
dum in regard to this question, drawn up in accord- 
ance with the motion of the previous year. Most of 
the governments had replied favorably to the prin- 
ciples, but the most decisive answer came from St 
Petersburg, from the recently departed Prince Lobanof. 

In the evening a great soiree at the Prime Minister's. 

I see that my diary has not kept a very strict ac- 
count of the various phases of the transactions of the 
Conference. But the official protocol lies before me 
and I will here dwell upon something that seems to 
me important in the historical development of the 
peace cause. In that session of September 22, 1896, 
the following resolution was offered by Pierantoni : 

Tht Seventh Inteipariiameiitaiy Conference requests sll civilised 
states to can ft diplomatic conference in order that the question of an 
snteniational court of arbitration may be laid before it; at tiiis con- 
ference the hbors of tiie Inteiparlisinentary Union shall serve as a 
basis for further resoWes. 
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A Conference of Diplomatists. In this term does 
there not already ring — how shall I express it?— a 
note suggestive of the conferences at The Hague, in 
which, indeed, the labors of Descamps and La Fontaine 
served as the foundation of the establishment of the 
Hague TribunaL 

And still another debate of historical interest. Dur- 
ing the session of the twenty-fourth of September the 
order of the day contains the question whether those 
nations that have no parliament may be able to partici- 
pate in the Interparliamentary Conferences, and what 
their status shall be. Count Albert Apponyi, who has 
composed a memorial on this subject, which is dis- 
tributed through the hall, makes the report. He refers 
to the memorial, and confines himself to a brief expo- 
sition. He reserves the privilege of again expressing 
his views at the conclusion of the debate ; now he will 
only state the motion : 

That an amendment be added to the statutes to the effect that the 
Conferences shall admk to their deliberations also die delegates of 
sovereigns, rulers, and governments, as well as of the Russian Im- 
perial Council or any amilar institution in nonconstitutional countries, 
in so far as such delates are accredited by their governments. The 
Management (A/nau) shall be authorized to inform the rulers and 
governments of nonconstitutional countries that the Conference would 
be pleased to welcome their delegates to its deUberations. 

Lewakowski, member of the Austrian Parliament, 
opposes Appon3d*s motion ; its aim is wholly and solely 

the admission of Russia. 
" We are here," he declares, as the representatives 
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of the people, and we are working here in the spirit 
of our commissions. The Russian nation cannot send 
any representative that can have the same authority 
as we have. Norton, Snape, Pirquet, Rahusen, and 
Passy speak in favor of the motion. 

M. G. Conrad ^ opposes the motion in the most vio- 
lent terms : ^ Either we are a parliamentary conference 
or we are not We do not need to know what the 
governments say; we want to hear the views of the 
people themselves. And the views of the Russian 

people you surely will not be likely to hear from the 
mouths of the delegates of the Russian government." 

Stanhope favors the adoption of the motion. The 
magnificent object of the Conference, he declares, would 
only be furthered by it. There actually exists in Russia 
something that corresponds to a parliamentary body, 
and, who knows ? some day, directly through the influ- 
ence of our Conference, something may develop that 
will lead to constitutionalism. 

Then Count Apponyi brings the debate to a con- 
clusion. He takes strong issue with his opponents. 
In reply to Lewakuwski he declares that numerous 
gentlemen are sitting here who have not received their 
credentials from their nation and indeed are members 
of the upper houses appointed by their sovereigns. In 
the one scale are placed the objections that have been 
adduced, in the other the immense importance of the 

^ Our old friend the literary Hotspur, SO full of mettle, from Munich, 
recently elected to the Reich«tag. 
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fact that such a great empire as Russia, occupying a 
third of ail Europe, ought to share in our deliberations. 
This question came up for the first time in the Hun- 
garian Group, and was agitated in the interest of those 
countries that have, to be sure, no parliaments, and yet 
desire to participate in our labors and to battle for the 
peace of the world. These also have the right to col- 
laborate with us in the great work of civilization. We 
are all pursuing the one aim of helping a righteous 
cause to victory, and any kind of assistance can be 
welcomed by us. The honored president of the former 
Conference has sent to all the governments his mem- 
orandum regarding the Court of Arbitration, and the 
most sympathetic reply wab that received from the late 
Prince Lobanof. 

Descamps : ** That is correct" 

Apponyi : '* In Russia, as may be seen by many in- 
dications, the tendency to take part in European affairs 
is strong; for some time Russia has been represented 
at most Congresses. We must give her the opportu- 
nity to share also in our labors; it is indeed not be- 
yond the bounds of possibility that the development 
of affairs in Russia will be in this way favorably influ- 
enced. At all events the sympathy of such a powerful 
state could only strengthen our endeavors. 

It is interesting to connect with this debate of Sep- 
tember 24, 1896, the fact that on the 24th of August, 
1898, the manifesto calling tlie Peace Conference at 
The Hague emanated from Russia. 
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One other circumstance must also be mentioned 
here. The then Russian consul, Vasily, was present at 
the sessions and exeidses of the Conference at Buda- 
pest, and communicated to his government accurate 
and sympathetic reports. He was an unhesitating friend 
of peace. His report was, as I afterwards learned, cast 
in the form of an impassioned pica for cessation of 
war preparations. The suggestion did not receive the 
approval of his superiors, and remained for some time 
forgotten. A year later, however, when Lord Salisbury 
in his Guildhall address animadverted on the endless 
increase in armament among the nations, and declared 
that the only hope of escaping general ruin lay in the 
union of the powers in some kind of an international 
constitution, then M. Vasily presented anew his idea in 
behalf of an attempt to bring about an international 
understanding on this point Vasily was attached to the 
ministry of foreign affairs ; he naturally communicated 
his ideas to his chief, Count Lamsdorff, who, in turn, 
laid them before the Emperor. 

When, in 1906, the Interparliamentary Conference 
met in London, a parliament was sitting in St Peters- 
burg which sent its representatives to England, not 
in the name of a group, but of the whole Duma. To 
be sure, on the very day when, at the opening session 
in Westminster Hall, the Russian delegate was to de- 
liver his salutator)% the news arrived that the Duma 
was prorogued. The Russians were obliged, therefore, 
to quit London with their business unaccomplished, 
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and CampbeU-Bannennan, who opened the Interpar* 
liamentary Conference, was given the opportunity of 

perpetrating his mot, which afterwards became so fa- 
mous : La douma est morU^ vive la douma ! 

After this brief excursion into the future I return to 
the Budapest notes in my diary, 

September 24. After the morning session, when 

the Russian debate was on, in which Apponyi dis- 
tinguished himself and which Vasily and Novikof fol- 
lowed with great interest, we make a call on Maurus 
JdkaL An attack of indisposition prevented him from 
taking part in the Conference, but he is well enough 
to receive us. He lives in a villa of his own, not 
large but veiy beautiful, and surrounded by a garden. 
He shows us all his treasures, — his worktable, his 
books, and the gifts which he received at his Jubilee; 
among them the splendid offering from the Hun- 
garian nation, the de luxe edition of his complete 
works, for the publication of which subscriptions of a 
hundred thousand gulden were paid in ach ance, — a 
gift tA honor presented to the poet by his fellow-coun- 
trymen. Two very interesting hours. Jdkai tells us 
much about his life. He gives me his photograph 
inscribed with his name. 

In the evening a gala performance of the opera 
Bank-Ban^ by Erkel^ Bianca Bianchi trills like a 
nightingale. 

1 Erkel Ferenz (i8 10-1893), creator of the national Hongftriail open. 
Bank'Bam ii itfardcd at hit best work. — TrtnaUtor. 
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September 25. Final session. Closing banquet in 
the festival hall of the Exposition, Eight hundred par- 
ticipants. On both sides of the vestibule stand Haiduks 
in gala uniform. At the table of honor, with the lead* 
ers of the various foreign groups, are Beemaert, Passy» 
Stanhope, Descamps, and others; and the Hungar 
rians^ Szilagyi, Szell, Apponyi, Szapary, Beneviczy, 
Franz Kossuth, and Mayor Rath as host. My neigh- 
bors are the English General Havelock and Count Kol- 
oman Esterhazy. After the toast to the King, offered 
by the mayor, Koloman Szell toasts the members of 
the Conference, "the masters and banner bearers in 
the greatest question in the progress of civilization." 

The exercises were not at an end even on the last 
day of the Conference. The participants were invited 
to help celebrate the opening of the " Iron Gate," 
which was to take place in the presence of the Em- 
peror. On the twenty-sixth of September, in the even- 
ing, two special trains took us to Orsova, where 
comfortable quarters were assigned to each and every 
guest On the morning of the twenty-seventh, radiant 
with unclouded sunshine, we all went aboard the special 
steamboat Zriny, which, occupying the fourth place 
in the column, accompanied the imperial ship down 
the Danube ; the second boat carried the generals, the 
third the diplomats. After the flotilla reached the 
Kazan pass, the imperial ship cut through a cable of 
flowers stretched across the Danube canal — the Iron 
Gate '* was opened. 
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** This festal occasion," said Emperor Franz Joseph, 
which brings us together to celebrate a great work 
of public utility, fills me with happiness, and in the 
conviction that this work will give a powerful and 
healthy impulse to the peaceful and advantageous 
development of international relations, I drink to the 

happiness rind prosperity of the nations." 

The four steamboats now moved slowly past and 
sailed back to Orsova. 
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OTHER EVENTS OF THE YEAR 1896 

Jingo criticism of P.udapcst • A prophetic chapter from Schach dt-r Qual ■ 
A poem by Hoyos and a letter from Nathaniel Rothschild • V isits of the 
Tsar • Extracts from diary • Correspondence between the Auiitnan Peace 
Scciety and the English Department of Foreign Affairs • Treaty of peace 

between Menelik and Italy 

A GAIN at Harmannsdoif. The days at Budapest 

xV had left a joyous feeling of exultation. The meet- 
ing had given conspicuous testimony to the growth of 
the movement and to the impression that it was mak- 
ing in powerful political circles. Perfectly amusing and 
indeed comical in its malicious perversion of facts, its 
absolutely bottomless ignorance, was an article in the 
jingo press that I found in a mountain of press notices 
which had collected at home during our absence. The 
SL James GazeiU of September i8 wrote : 

Thcfe are more impoirtBiit traiuactions in progress at ^ moment 
in Europe than the Seventh Peace Congress, which has just met in 
the Grand Hall of the Municipal Palace in Budapest. None are more 
odd, or, in a way, better worth looking at The good men who have 
met on the initiative of a most excellent kcfy, the Baroness Bertha 
von Suttner, author of Down with Arms," and creator of the Peace 
Congress, represent the fine flower of all that vaguely welkneaniiig, 
emotional, and unpractical dass of persons whidi Is to be found in 
most countries, and nowhere in finer feather than among ourselves. 
To see that there Is something wrong in the worid, and to propose a 
remedy which, on inquiry, turns out to be a radical change In hunian 
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nature, is the same thing with them. I'hey are active in many fields, 
or, to speak with more accuracy, they talk at large on many subjects ; 
but they are nowhere seen in more complete beauty than when in con- 
gress assembled for the purpose of speaking of peace. • . . Carlyle 
wanted to know the meaning of the moralist who, in the conflict 
between Gods and Giants, put out his hand armed with a pair of 
tweezers." At this moment, when it is really not too much to say that 
all Europe is " a town of war, the people's hearts yet wiki, brimful 
ol fear," the good Baroness Bertha and liibe-minded persona oome 
forward at Budapest with their pair of tweeiers. . . . The value of 
the Baroness von Suttner's picnic becomes fully consfncuous when 
we turn, etc*i etc; 

I sent Alfred Nobel a careful account of the events 
at Budapest, and corresponded also with Egidy about 
them. I worked steadily on my book, Schach der Qual^ 
an imaginative story. A chapter in it is called Frok- 

botschaft ("Good Tidings"). It describes an "inter- 
national conference for securing peace." In his opening 
address the chairman speaks these words : 

This meeting is called together at the initiative of one of tiie most 
powerful sovereigns of Europe, and after the assent to its princ^ 
object has been obtained from all the other governments ; and almost 
all countries, great and small, with very few exceptions, have dedaied 
their agreement and are here represented. 

The book was begun in 1895 published 
by Pierson at the beginning of 1897, so that the 
words here cited cannot be a reminiscence of the 
Hague Peace Conference, which was first summoned 
in 1898 by **one of the most powerful sovereigns of 
Europe'*; but they are a prophetic announcement 
of it. This was a coincidence rare enough to make 
it worthy of remark. 
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Other incidents that interested me during the year 
1896 I find jotted down in my diaiy : 

October 2. No letter from Hoyos in a long time. 
He must be ili I hope he will soon be well again, the 
splendid man ! There are not many in our aristocracy 
who are so free and grand and magnanimous in their 
thoughts, and who are so entirely opposite to reac- 
tionary — almost socialistic. Note this example of it: 
Lately a collection was taken for the unemployed. 
Hoyos added the following verses to his contribution: 

SMMHlmig Jut die Arbatslosm 

For the unemployed, oollectioiiSy — 
Coal, old dothes, and doles of bread, 

Linen, hose, — they 're no corrections 
For the want so widely spread 1 

Do not nutigAto stsrvAtion \ 

See that hunger you expel; 
Then you HI make the demonstntkm 

That you love your neighbor wdL 

Give not alms to your poor neighbor; 

Stop the source of poverty ; * 
Do not limit, hamper T^abor ; 

Make its coui^e forever free 1 

iAsRCOiitnittothl«Mea(/M^ifa« ^fMTdSrr^ywMf ««//), which is not 
carrent among phUaadiropie finandeni I append tlie foOoiring letter: 

My deir Bavoani: 

as I esteem the work to which you arc devoting jrourself with such self-sacrificing 
assiduity, I regret that I cannot be of assistance to it by acceding to the wish that you 
express. The great number of demands made upon me m behalf of humanitarian 
«bjecto foiMd nj coniiderinff Ikon alL Yoa wOl, dMiefoic, wf dear Bmncn, «nid» * 
ttiDdandwiilaocfMl otodedvidivM^if I give ikut pwfaeace to sadi ■nocimwi 
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In die Code's indwelUng spirit 

Let not Law o'er Duty stand; 
Let them the same place inherit; 

Let all men the Law command 1 

October la The Emp>eror of Russia has been in 

Vienna. From there he went to Breslau, Balmoral, 
Paris. The result of it is Pax ci Robur, So at least 
some remark; others say the result is Revanche; still 
a third think that everything remains as it was before. 
But this last is not correct. It has brought about 
something new, to wit, — that in divided and split-up 
and hostile Europe the sovereign of one country 

travels to another and goes everywhere as a friend 
and is everywhere received as a friend. Indeed, if 
Europe were a civilized complex of states, that would 
be as natural and as much a matter of course as it is 
for a landed proprietor to make a series of visits among 
all the neighboring families. Not in half a century, 
perhaps, has the word peace ** been so frequently, so 

emphatically, so solemnly, so universally repeated in 
speeches and newspapers as it has been in consequence 
of this journey. That shows the tendency of the ZeU- 
geist; but it is Still far from the peace that we mean. 
For the whole affair abounds in contradictions, espe- 
cially the contradiction that exists between the new 
tendency and the old institutions, views, and political 

at not merely tunre in view an ideal puipote but punue practical eoda connected with 
xcal life. 

RfigidllBf 4Mt I Ml not in % position to kHpo yoo mi sflbMHiivo ittswcf ^ I bey 
to soQcpt tlw o^ranhn of juf tliilliniiiited ooH i i d i i imi op. 

Bd. N. Rothschild 
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constellations still intrenched in power. Here is a 

monster of contradiction, such as the history of the 
world has never before displayed: two mutually 
opposed shields loaded with explosives; two hostile 
guardians of the peace, or two peaceable guardians of 
enmity, — Dreibu^id and Zweidund. Why not equally 
well Fun/bund^ 

October 15. Already 165,006 men in all have been 
sent to Cuba. The Spanish Ministry of War intend to 
dispatch 40,000 more, because yellow fever and other 
diseases have already greatly reduced the number of 
the effective. A loan of a milliard is planned. 

October 18. Rear Admiral Tirpitz has elaborated a 
naval budget of i50yooo,ooo marks. The Post writes: 
**Tirpitz has made use of a long leave of absence, 
under orders from the supreme authority, to formu- 
late from the strategic-technical standpoint a plan for 
organizing our fleet so that from the militaiy stand* 
point it shall correspond to the demands of the present 
time." When shall we ever plan from the ethical-hu- 
mane standpoint how circumstances may be shaped so 
that from the standpoint of the philosopher they may 
correspond to the demands of a better future? 

November 9. Yesterday our beloved Rudolf Hoyos 
departed this life at his Castle Leuterburg in Silesia* 
Ever more and more numerous the graves ! 

November 10. Telegram from Washington: "The 
English ambassador Pauncefote lays before Secretary 
(tf State Olnej the proposals for the Anglo-American 
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treaty pertaining to the settlement of all future con- 
troversies through arbitration.** 

This news may announce the dawn of a new epoch 
of civilization. Yet our "serious" politicians do not 
touch upon it in their leading articles. 

The following letters were exchanged between the 
Austrian Peace Society and the Department of For- 
eign Affairs at London on this occasion : 

Austrian Ftetoe Sodely 

My Lord Marquis: Vienna, November 17, 1896 

The Committee of the Austrian Peace Society venture to express 
to your Lordship tlicir deep gratific-ation in the LrcaLy ]3assed at 
Washington, November 9th. This is the greatest triumph which the 
cause of civilization has hitherto attained, and posterity will never 
forget the part which, in this happy achievement, is due to your 
Lordship's wisdom and energy. 

We have the honor to be, respectfully 

Baroness Bertha Suttner (president) 
To the most Honorable Prince Alfred Wrede (vice president) 
the Marquis of Salisbury 
London, Foreign Office 

London^ i*"oreign Office 
Madam: November »i, 1896 

I am directed by the Marquis of Salisbury to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the 17th inst, expressing the gratification of 
the Austrian Peace Association in regard to the negotiation betw^n 
Great Britain and the United States on the question of arbitration, 
and I am to express his Lordship's thanks for your communication. 

I am, Madam, your most oix^ent humble servant 
The Baroness of Suttner, Vienna H. YiUiers 

November 20. The papers are full of the Bismarck 
disclosure.^ The explanations given right and left in 

^ Secxet guaranty with Rusria. 
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the Reichstag by Prince Hohenlohe and Herr von 
Marschall set a limit to further extension. Yes, much 
was certainly disclosed in this afiEiair, and particularly 
the rascally face not of this or that politician but of 
that folk-cheating intrigante called high politics." 

November 25. Good news. Italy and Menelik have 
concluded peace. Only a few days ago the Trieste 
Picoh learned from a diplomat of high rank that the 
chances for a treaty of peace with Menelik were small ; 
he was unwilling to submit to the condition that he 
should not put himself under the protection of any 
European power. " Let the Roman government circles 
take into account the probabilities that the prisoners 
must be left to their fate (!) and hostilities resumed." 
But the diplomat of high rank was fortunately mis- 
taken. The treaty of peace is signed. In a letter 
which Menelik on this occasion addressed to the King 
of Italy he said that it was a pleasure for him, on the 
twentieth of November, the Queen's birthday, to be 
able to restore their sons to the Italian mothers ; and 
thus he showed a tenderer feeling for the prisoners 
than the above-mentioned Roman government circles. 

According to the tenor of the treaty Italy renounces 
the (falsely inteipreted) treaty of Utshili, and the two 
belligerents resume their former boundaries. Con- 
sequently the status quo ante — why, therefore, the 
great sorrow, the gigantic expenditures, the heaps of 
corpses mutilated and putrefying in the torrid sun? 
Why? why? 
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ALFRED NOBEL'S DEATH AND WILL 

Newt of lib death * His last letter to* me • Tlie will • Letter fkom Moiits 
Adier • ThewiU isoootested • Letter from the eiecutor - Emanud Nobel*s 
noide act - Fortmate solvtioii • DMtributioii ol the peace prise up to date 

DECEMBER 12. Alfred Nobel is dead. 
I recorded this loss in my diary with this single 

line. The news — I found it in the newspapers — 
was a bitter blow to me. The tie of a twenty years' 
friendship was snapped. The last letter which I re- 
ceived from Nobel was from Paris, dated the twenty- 
first of November, and ran as follows: 

Dear Baroness and Friend: Vaxis, November at, 1896 

** Feeling well " — no, unhappily for me, I am not, and I am even 
Oonsuhing doctors, which is contrary not only to my custom, but also 
to my principles. I, who have no heart, figurativdy speaking, have 
CMie organically, and I am conscious of it. 

But that will suffice for me and my petty miseries. I am enchanted 
to see that the peace mo\crncnt is plaining ground. That is due to 
the avilizmg of the masses, and especially to the prejudice hunters 
and darkness hunters, among whom you hold an exalted rank. Those 
axe your titles of nobility. Heartily yours, a. Nobel 

The ailing heart on which he touches playfully 
brought him to his death. On the tenth of December 
— he was then at his villa in San Remo — he was sud- 
denly snatched away by angina pectoris. No one was 
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with him when he died; he was found in his wort 

room — dead ! 

Some time after the report of Alfred Nobel's death 
the newspapers announced that he had left his millions 
for henevolent purposes, a part to go towards promot- 
ing the peace movement. But the details were lacking, 
I received, however, from the Austrian ambassador in 
Stockholm a copy of the will ; and the executor of it, 
Engineer Sohlmann, entered into coricspondcncc with 
me. So I became accurately informed as to the pro- 
visions of this remarkable last will and testament: 

After payment of legacies to relatives, amounting to about a mil- 
lion crowns, the residue of the property — thirty-five millions — was 

set. aside for the formation of a fund, from the interest of which five 
yearly prizes sliould be assigned to such as had contributed some 
notable sci^-icc to the benefit of mankind. These were specifically: 

1. For Lhe must important discovery and invention in the realm 
of physics ; 

2. For the most important discovery and invention in the realm 
of chemistry; 

3. For the most important discoveries in the domain of physiology 

or medicine ; 

4. For the most distinguished productions of an idealistic tendem^ 

in the realm of literature ; 

5. To that man or woman who shall have worked most effectively 
for the fraternization of mankind, the diminution of armies, and the 
promotion of Peace Conc^'esscs 

The Stockholm Academy is mtrusted with the assignment of the 
, first four prizes, the Norwegian Storthing.with that of the fifth. 

After the publication of the provisions of the will I 
received the following letter from the faithful collabo- 
rator on my Review^ Moiitz Adler, the author of the 
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valuable essays Zur PkUosophu des Kriegts (**The 
Philosophy of War"). 

My dear Madam : Vienna, January 4. 1897 

Allow me to congratulate you with all my heart on the New Year's 
delight which the splendid Nobel foundation must have given you, of 
course modified by the drop of w ormwood which the death of such a 
spirit and heart mbced with the nectar. MuiHs iUe bonis flebilis oiddU 
can be truthfully said of this great man now passed away. He left 
behind no sanitary train for future gladiatorial baiting of the natiOQa» 
for it was far from his idea to wi^ to put to sleep the consciences of 
the mjglity and to make tiiem believe that he thou(^t it possible for the 
dSsgraoe to be repeated. He bas not founded a hospital, cither, for the 
odier side, who are not innocently condemned by society to wounds 
and death. But nuOions in days to come win rejoice in bci^iter bfe 
and health, and perhaps not one in a thousand wiU ever suq>ect that 
he owes It to Nobel alone that be is not a cripple or a candidate 
for an infinnaiy. Codd we have believed it possible that Manunon, 
Mammon sprung from dynamite, should be so ennobled ? I am happy 
to have Kved until this day ; it has been the richest joy of my life* 
I kiss your hand with the profoundest respect 

Morits Adter 

Indeed, yes ; this foundation was a deep gratification 
to me ; again something new had come into the world: 
not the donors of alms, nor the lawgivers, least of all 
the conquerors, have been held up as the benefactors 
of mankind, but the discoverers and explorers, and the 
poets inspired by high ideals, and, in the same cate- 
gory, the workers in the service of international peace. 
Already the news of this last will and testament has 
aroused general attention ; and every year, at the time 
when the prizes are awarded, this sensation will be 
repeated It has been openly declared to the world, 
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not by an overexcited dreamer, but by an inventor of 
genius (an inventor of war material into the bargain), 
that the brotherhood of nations, the diminution of 
armies, the promotion of Peace Congresses, belong 
to the things that signify most for the well-being of 
mankind 

Thus a guiding star is fixed in the sky, and the 
clouds that have hitherto obscured it are breaking 
away more and more ; the name of this star is Human 
Happiness. But as long as men legally threaten one 
another's lives, as long as they are at feud instead of 
being helpful one to another, there will be no universal 
happiness. Yet it must and will come. The increasing 
spirit of research puts into mans hand a nature-con- 
trolling power which can make of him a god or a devil. 

Here you have a material,** said the living Nobel 
to his own geiferation, ** with which you can annihilate 
everything and yourself as well. . . .** But the dead 
Nobel compels us to look at yonder star and says to 
future generationsi Grow nobler, and you will attain 
happiness." 

It was five years before the distribution of the prizes 
began. It took this length of time because a lawsuit 
which was brought by certain members of the Nobel 
family against the validity of the will had to be decided, 
and then the estate had to be liquidated. If the then 
head of the family, Emanuel Nobel, had joined the 
rest in the protest, the will would have been broken, to 
his own great advantage ; but Emanuel Nobel refused 
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his consent to this step. He declared that his uncle*s 
will was sacred to him, and he took the ground that 

it must be faitlifully carried out in all respects, even 
in regard to the iifth clause^ which was especially 
endangered. 

A letter dated April 13, 1898, from the executor of 

the will, brought me interesting particulars regarding 
the whole matter* Mr. Ragnar Sohlmann wrote : 

... As you win haveksmed from the papers, oortain members of 
die Nobel UaaaSiy have been attempting to bieak Heir Nobel's win in 
the Swedish courts, and especially on the ground that no residuary 
lq;atee is constituted. The Nobel fund as created by the wiU itsetf 
hcks die necessary dements — so they daim — for performing its 
functions, — that is to say, administFators. 

To this we shaU reply that afl necessary elements have been, pio* 
vided by the win, namdy, Uie capital, the scope of action, and the 
institutions designated to perform the action, — the Swedirii Acad- 
emy and the Norwegian Storthing. The mere organization — so we 
shall urge — bdongs evidently to the task conferred upon the execu- 
tors and the Academy. 

Originally the complainants conceived the plan of bringing the suit 
before a 1 reach court by endca . < jrinij; to prove tl^at Herr Nobel's 
legal rL'sidencc was not in Sweden but in Taris. They reg^irclecl the 
French laws as more favorable to their claims than the Swedish, and 
this undoubtedly would have been the case. We have so far succeeded 
in preventing the execution of this plan, and only a few days ago the 
highest court of Sweden render«i the decision that Bofors was Herr 
Alfred Nobel's legal residence. 

The fact that Herr Emanuel Nobel, of St. Petersburg, and the 
whole Russian branch of the family decline to take part in the suit 
forms a very important factor in the comings trial. This circumstance 
assures the fulfillment of the will in so far as it concerns the corre- 
sponding portion of the property. Tn consequence, tlic will may be 
regarded as established regarding eight twentieths of the whole estate. 
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That diminishes also the chances for a judicial declaration of the 
invalidity of the remaining twelve twentieths. 

The chief danger for the will lies in the actual animosity which at 
the present time obtains between Sweden and Norway, and in the 
fear here entertained — even among Uie members of the government 
— that the whole thmg might give rise to further irritation between 
the two countries. The OHiscrvatives especially believe — or pretend 
to believe — that the Norwegian Storthing might use the prize to 
** bribe " other countries to oppose Sweden. And th^ have certainly 
been given some ground for their fears by the appointment of Bjdnh 
son, who is regarded as Sweden's worst enemy and is on the com- 
mittee which is to award the prizes. The truth of the matter is that 
the members of the Nobd family who are tiying to break the will are 
supported by the ctmservathres here, even by aoine members of the 
government.^ 

So far my correspondent, who indicated that these 
communications ivere confidential, not designed for 

publication. Of course, as long as Ihc matter was un- 
decided I did not give out the above information ; but 
now, since the lawsuit was long ago decided in favor of 
the validity of the will, and the accompanying circum* 
stances have become an open secret, I may be permitted 
to regard the injunction of privacy as removed. But it 
is a matter of universal interest to see how picayune 
politics everywhere harbors suspicions and enmities, 
and how, in general, the " conservatives " are distrust- 
ful of the peace movement and kindred matters. Now 
the Swedish-Norwegian controversy has been settled ; 
Bjomson is no longer counted as an enemy of Sweden. 
He received from the hand of the King himself the 

^ Alsoi as I have learned from other sources, by the King himself. — B, S. 
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Nobel prize for literature, and, in compsmy with Eman- 
uel Nobel, dined at the royal table, on which occasion 
Oscar II conversed in the most friendly spirit with the 
Norwegian bard 

The first distribution of the prizes took place on the 
tenth of October, 1901, the anniversary of Nobers 
death. At commemorative exercises in Stockholm the 
King himself delivered to the laureates the four prizes 
assigned by the Swedish Academy. The peace prize 
was awarded by the Nobel committee of the Storthing. 

In the eight years that have passed since then the 
peace prize has been awarded as follows : 1 90 1 , Fr^d^ric 
Passyand Henri Dunant;* 1902, filie Ducommun and 
Albert Gobat; 1903, William Randal Cremer; 1904, 
Institut du Vlroit international; 1905, Bertha von 

Suttner; 1906, President Theodore Roosevelt; 1907, 
Ernesto Teodoro Moneta and Louis Renault; 1908, 
K. P. Araoldson and M« F. Bajer. 

1 T observe that the division of the prize corrfspoiids neither to the letter 
of the wiU oor to the testator's intentioiuh which I kuew well. 
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HERE let a few specimens from my collections 
of letters be reproduced. Some weeks before the 

annual meeting of my Union, which took place early 
in January, 1897, 1 applied to various parsonages, ask- 
ing for communications to be read; and I received 
numerous replies, among them the following : 

Political Department of die Swiss Confederation, Bern 
, ... December 10, 1806 

My dear Madam : ' 

Your letter of the fifth instant was dv.W received, and I thank you 
most sincerely for the congratulations therein cunveyed from the 
Austrian Society of the Fnends of Peace to the Swiss govennncnt. 

The Parliament indeed follows with genuine interest the philan- 
thropic endeavors to spare the civilized world the horrors of war, and 
it joins with great sympathy in the demonstrations that aim to make 
nations comprehend the priceless advantage of peace. 

In expressing to you the best wishes for the complete success of 
your f^eneral assembly, permit me, my dear Madam, once more to thanic 
you heartily and to assure you of my distinguished consideration* 

The President of the Swiss Confederation 

y^ whgn 
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Intcmationai Peace Bureau 

Secretan^'s Office 
Hoooied Colleague: December 9, 1896 

Eveiy isolated effort of the friends of peace resembles those tiny 
globules of mist, the oondensation of which will afterwards form tiie 
nin for which the caravan is yeaniiqg. These paitkles axe not 
Botioeable; no one heeds them, aiid when the coolhig rain n fallmg 
^ atoms that so patiently woiked to constitute it are no longier 
tememboed* 

** Who cares for that," say oac faithful prophets, if only it nuns ? " 

For more tiian five years the Austrian Society of ^ Friends 
of Peace has been resolutely pushing forward, and its efficai^ has 
been gaining in breadth without losing anything in depth. It wQl 
have a significant share in the final success of our united effort, and 
it desires, just as we all do, nothhig dse than ^t the kw of inter- 
national peace may some day appear as much a matter of course and 
as self-originated as the hw of gravity and the light of the sun. 

In those happy days the peace unions and peace bureaus win exist 
only as mere traces in the recollection of a few archivists, who will 
have made the discovery that there were, in that strange epoch of 
carmons, and-cannon endeavors also. 

Accept for yourself, honored colleague, and for your worthy 
fellow-workers, the assurance of my perfect consideration and high 
attachment Ducommun 

Honorary Secretary of the International Peace Bureau 

Brussels, Chamber of Representatives 
My dear Baroness : Office of the President, October 13, 1896 

I was absent from Brussels when your letter of the fourth arrived, 
and I readied home too lale to be able to send in season the lines 
desired for the meeting* 

It is now certahi that Brussels will have the sequel of Budapest 
m the course of the coming summer. I hope that on this occasion 
we shall have the honor of seeing you again. This would greatly 
delight Madame Beemaert as well as myself. 
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Nice, December 6 

. . . King Humbert told me that he had heard with great pleasure 
the fine results of the Peace Congress in Budapest. " I am for 
peace," said his Majesty ; " Italy needs peace, and you see that now a 
more friendly understanding with France is commg about." 

My best greetings to all of the old iellow-combatants 

S. Tiirr 

At that time somewhat strained relations existed 
between France and England. I had learned that 
Gladstone's friend, our proved fellow-worker Philip 
Stanhope, was introducing an act which had for its 
object the improvement of the relations between the 
two countries. I wrote him asking for detailed infor- 
mation and received the following reply r 

Dear Fiau yoa Stittner: ^^^6 
I am unfoitiiiiate in always being away from home when you do 
roe the honor of writing me^ and so it happens that your letter of 
November 23 readied me only day before yesterday. 

It is correct that I am among those who are at the present time 
woridog for a combination to improve the rdations between France 
and England. You, who follow widi such keen attention the develop- 
ment of public opinion, are in a position to appreciate the dangerous 
tendency in those relations whidi has reoentiy developed, espedally 
in a portion of the press. These influences are difficult to resist, and 
the work required will demand much time and energy. The com- 
bination ^ of which you have heard is as yet only sketched in very 
indefinite outlines; but on the reassembling of Tariiament on the 
twentieth of January we hope to make some process, and I will send 
you accurate details. 

As regards the Venezuelan affair, the treaty in settlement of it 

^ The union, Entente cim/uiU,iw the bettering of Franco- English relations, 
due to the initiative of Representative Thomson and the Ilonoallle Philip 
S t anhope, under the chainnanthip of Lord Dufferin. — B. S, 
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has been definitdjr concluded between England and the United 
Stales ; and we are just in receipt of the news that it has been ac- 
cepted by tbe gover n ment of Venesuela. So this question is in a fair 
way to be settled by artritration ; and as regards that far greater 
question, namely, die conclusion ol a general and pennanent treaty 
between die two powen, President Clevdand in his message to Con- 
gress of December 7 announces that the nidations touching it are 
on the point of coming to a favorable and definite oondusion. 

So as soon as I reach London for the opening of Paiiiament» I 
hope to be in a position to send you a fuller rimxmi of this question, 
— whicii we may expect will then be definitely decided, — together 
with aU tbe details tint you may desire. 

Aco^yt, etc* 

Philip Stanhope 

The contents of these letters have a historical in- 
terest, as they show how leading men in intiuential 
positions were all the time working to bring the pos> 
tulates of the peace movement to validity. On the 
other hand, these varied and occasional fragments from 
my extensive store of letters have also a biographical 
interest, for they mirror the course of development of 
that cause which ever more and more was becoming 
my vocation, my very life, my " one important thmg"! 
And I was enabled to find therein such profound con« 
tentment for the reason that I knew I was in harmony 
with so many and such a rapidly increasing number 
of noble contemporaries, and especially in complete 
unanimity of soul with an endlessly beloved and loving 
life companion. Every inward experience aiid every 
outward event aroused in us both the same feelings. 
And therewithal was that full consciousness of peace» 
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that absolute sense of security against all that might 
happen, which we feel when we know that there is a 
heart in whose fidelity we may have absolute con- 
fidence, a breast in which we may find a refuge from 
all the bitterness ol fate — in a word, the boundless 
happiness of unconditional unity of love. 

On the eleventh of January, 1S97, permanent 
arbitration treaty, which had been so long in prepara^ 
tion, between England and the United States was 
signed by Ambassador Sir JuHan Pauncefote and 
Secretaiy of State Olney. President Cleveland desig- 
nated the event as the beginning of a new era of civi- 
hzation. The golden pen with which the treaty was 
signed was deposited in the National Museum. Queen 
Victoria said in her address from the throne that she 
hoped the example would be imitated m other coun- 
tries. In the daily press and among the general public 
the news attracted no attention whatever. 

It is true this first attempt did not come to fruition. 
The treaty had to be ratified before it could be made 
effective. In order that a law may be passed or an 
agreement become valid a two-thirds majority in the 

American Senate is required. When the arbitration 
treaty with England came up for ratification, three 
votes were lacking of this two-thirds majority, and 
thus it was defeated. 

This in no respect altered the main significance of 
the fact , that it was signed by the representatives of 
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both governments; the forces that brought about the 
drawing up and signing of the treaty would in time 
also overcome the opposition of the Senate. 

An insurrection breaks out on the island of Crete. 
Kanea is burnuig. The villages in the vicinity are on 
fire. Skirmishes between Turks and Greeks are taking 
place. Who began it? No matter; the island of Crete 
declares that it will shake off the Turkish yoke and 
join Greece. Street demonstrations in Athens; tre- 
mendous excitement The Qiamber in its session of 

Fcbruar)' 25 votes to send war ships to Crete. 

Something new makes its appearance, — the " Con- 
cert of the Powers." The powers unite to restore order 
and quiet in Crete and guarantee Cretan autonomy. 

In the entries in my diary during April, 1897, ^ 
an echo of the way in which these proceedings were 
conducted. Let me introduce a few passages here: 

That was an Easter gift I — the outbreak of hostili- 
ties between Greece and 1 urkcy. So then the " Con- 
cert of the Powers " was unable or unwilling to hin- 
der the misfortune? Probably both. In the circles of 
diplomacy and the regents neither power nor will are 
as yet sufficiently developed in the direction of the 
spirit of peace; they still remain under the curse of 
the thousand-year-old Genius of War. 

That the war was so long controlled, that it is now 

to be localized, that the " European Concert " will pre- 
vent the general conflagration, — this is a victory of 
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the New. That the war broke out at all, that the 
powers look on and hesitate to inteifere, — this is a 
victory o£ the Old. 

It is clearly shown how necessary and advantageous 
at the present time an effective European code dt laws, 

a European tribunal, 07ie European army, would be. 
The embryo of these things has shown itself, to be 
sure, but the development into a strong, healthy, living 
thing is yet to be. 

Ves, tendencies toward a federation of the civilized 
countries are included in the "Concert" If this has 

gone forward with little harmony and unsteady step, 
the fault lies in this fact: it is the might of the mighty, 
not the rights of the weak, that they want to support 
Much stress is laid on the consideration that is due 
the will represented by the great powers, not on the 
consideration that should be given the cause of the 
weak. Compassion, righteousness, and liberty,— that 
is the triad that must lie at the ba^is of a genuine 
peace concert 1 

A picture from the campaign: Wild flight of the 
Greeks. For miles and miles around the darkness of 
the night was illuminated by the flashes of the shots 
which the fugitives in wild confusion lired at one 
another. Horses, becoming unmanageable under the 
blows of the whip, dashed off and overturned the 
wagons with all their contents. Helpless men and 
wailing women everywhere, over whom the fugitives, 
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impelled by despair, like wild hordes, recklessly tram- 
pling everything and everybody under foot, dashed 

away through the night . . . 

In the meantime, while the war is n^ing on one 
side, in perfect silence the conflicts obviated by arbi- 
tration are increasing in number. The controversy 
between the United States and England as to the 
Guiana boundary, and a similar controversy between 
France and Brazil, have been submitted to arbitration, 
the former on the fifth, the latter on the tenth, of AphL 

A war cloud, however, is rising between Great Britain 
and the Transvaal Will public opinion be influenced 
strongly enough by our friends in England to avert 
the danger? 

Egidy writes me that he has applied to the Spanish 

ambassador in Berlin with regard tu the cry for help 
from Barcelona.^ 

« 

About that time I received the following letter from 

Prince Scipione Borghese, the same who ten years 
later was to niake the great automobile trip from Pekin 
to Paris: 

, L o n d o n, April aS, 1S07 

My dear Baroness: 

Accept my heartiest thanks for your most encouraging letter, 
which was sent to me here from Rome. 

1 Prisonert charged with being anarchists were tortured in the fortress of 
Montjuich. A letter, dated March ii. and signed Srbnstinn Sunj^, addressed 
to "all good men i f the earth," came to Wght: "Oh, liy all tl^at is sacred to 
you, rescue us from the hands of our tonurers." But alas ! the " good men 
of the earth ** are not organised, are not ready to be mobilized. Th^ can 
only •httdder. 
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The trifling service that 1 have done for the ideal of peace is only 
a shadow compared to what in greatness and brilliancy other and 
better men have done for the progress of mankind. In my opinion 
thi$ perpetual struggling forward toward a better and moce ri^tcous 
life must be the end and aim of all our actions. 

I am bappy to be able to come into direct aUianoe with you, and 
I hope very much to make your personal acquaintance soon. 

In the meantime, my dear Baroness, I remain respectfully, 

Your most devoted .... , 

Sapione Borghese 

Our literary labors do not rest My husband is put« 
ting the last touches to Sie woUm nuht^ and I am 

beginning the novel Marthas Kinder (" Martha's 
Children"), the second part of Die Waff en meder, hav- 
ing just finished the translation of an English book, 
•* Marmaduke, Emperor of Europe.** Du Waffen nieder 
is appearing in a French translation in the Indepen- 
dance beige. 

This same translation two years later was issued in 
book form by Zolas publisher, Tasquelles (Charpen- 
tier). From the French public came now many news- 
paper notices and private letters which showed me 
that the theme treated in that book was waking a 
loud echo among contemporaries in other countries. 

In May, 1897, ^ received from London, from the 
ecclesiastical Arbitration Alliance, a letter asking if 
I would be willing to present to the Emperor of Aus- 
tria a c(^y of an address which a hundred and seventy 
dignitaries of the Church were sending to all rulers. 
I assented, and thereupon received the document, a 
beautifully engrossed copy of the text in a tasteful roll, 
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ivith the autograph signatures o£ the petitioners. A 
special copy was provided for every potentate. At 

the head of the hundred and seventy names, which 
comprised only high ecclesiastical dignitaries, were 
the Archbishop of Dublin, the bishops of Ripon, 
Durham, and KiUaloe, Queen Victoria's chaplain, 

and others. 

I applied at the office of the cabinet for an audience, 
and it was granted for the third of June at ten o'clock 

in the morning. I was obliged to state the object of 
my desire in my request for an audience. 

On the day set, at the appointed hour, I presented 
m3rself in the imperial palace, accompanied by the vice 
president of my Union. There was a perfect swarm 
of uniforms m the anteroom to the audience chamber. 
Generals and staff officers were awaiting their turn to 
be summoned. We were not kept waiting long. When 
the door opened to permit the personage who had just 
been with the Emperor to pass out, we were imme- 
diately summoned. This preference was not at all due 
to the fact that the presiding officers of the Peace 
Society were bringing an "arbitration petition," but 
simply because my escort was a prince (at court every- 
thing goes by rank and title). 

I had my artistic-looking roll in my hands and a 
well-prepared speech on my tongue, — which at the 
crucial moment completely failed me,— and we passed 
through the door, which was held open by an adjutant 
and closed behind us. The Emperor was standing by 
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his writing table and he took a few steps to meet us. 

After a low, courtly bow, which I am under the impres- 
sion was a success, I gave utterance to my desire. My 
escort added a few explanatory words, and I handed 
the Emperor the document; he received it with a 
kindly smile. When I told him that the address was 
concerning an international arbitration tribunal he 
replied : " That would indeed be very fine • . . ; it is 
difficult however . . Then a few questions to us both, 
the assurance that the document would be carefully 
read and considered, an inclination of the head, with 
^ gracious I thank you," and we were dismissed. 

Here is the text of the petition which we presented, 
and which is now buried in the archives : 

To hb liajesty Ftans Josqph I 

Emperor of Austria, Apostolic King of Himgvy 

Blessing and Grace and Peace 1 ^ ^ Bohemia, etc 

In common with other organizauons of the Christian Church we 
are taking the liberty of appearing, in all humility, before your Majesty, 
as the monarch of a great and mightv' people, for the purpose of call- 
ing your Majesty's attention to the method of peaceful solution of 
such difficulties as may arise bets\ cen the nations of the earth. 

The spectacle which Christian peoples present as they face each 
other with portentous armaments, ready at the slightest challenge to 
go to war and settle their differences 1:)V the shedding of blood, is, tO 
say the least, a sLain on the glorious name of Christ, 

We cannot, without the deepest pain, look upon the horrors of war, 
with all the evils which it brings in its train, such as unscrupulous 
sacrifice of human life, which should be regarded as sacred; bitter 
poverty in so many homes ; desdruction of valuable property ; inter- 
ruptions in the educatioa of the young and in the development of 
the religious life ; and gienenl bniulizatioa of tfae people. 
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Even when war is avoided, the presence of a powerful army 
withdraws vast numbers of men from family life as well as from 
the productive occupations of peace; moreover, in order to sup- 
port this state of things, heavy burdens must be laid upon the 
people. It is also true that the settlement of international differ- 
ences by force of arms does not rest on the principles of right 
and justice, but on the barbarous principle of the thumph of the 
stronger. 

What cncourape*; uf; to recommend this matter t() your Majesty's 
benevolent consideration is the fact that already so much has been 
accomplished; as, for example, in the settlement of the Alabama 
question by the Geneva Court of Arbitration, or in the deliberations 
of the American Conference at Washington, not to mention other 
important cases. Happy for the world will be the time when aH 
mtemational controvernes shall find their peaceful solution I 

Hus is what we are earnestly striving for. Regarding the ways 
and means for attaining this end we refrain from all special sugges- 
tions, confidently intrusting to your Majesty's superior intuition and 
wisdom an details in the domain of political life. 

We offer our prayers that the richest blessings of the Prince of 
Peace may rest upon your Majesty's realm and people, and especially 
on your Majesty. 

I learned how the petition was presented to the 
other rulers. Fr^^ric Passy presented it to the Presi- 
dent of the French republic. In Switzerland the 
President received it from Elic Ducommun; the Presi- 
dent of the Confederation declared that the contents 
of the address corresponded perfectly with his ideas 
and those of the Parliament Dr. Trueblood, of Boston, 
undertook the service for America, Marcoartu for 
Spain, and the address was presented to the Queen of 
England by Lord Salisbury. The Tsar also received 
it, but I do not know through whom. 
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The petitioners themselves could scarcely have ex- 
pected that the action would have an immediate effect 
Words of this kind scattered abroad are seeds of grain, 
or, by a better figure of speech, hammer blows. New 
ideas are like nails; old conditions and institutions 
are like thick walls. So it is not enough to hold up 
the sharp nail and give it one blow; the nail must be 
hit hundreds and hundreds of times, and on the head 
too, that it may be firmly fixed at last 
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Letter from Count Eugen Zichy • The Eighth Peace Congress at Ham- 
burp ■ l etter from Prince Emil SchSnaich-Carolath - Ef^dy's dtfbut • Re- 
garding; the assassination of Canova ■ Public irjccnn^; in the Sa^chicl • 
Egidy's sf>eech • New adherents • Henri Dunant ■ x\pp€al to the Oriental 
peoples • Extracts from diary • Bad news from all sides • Attitude of the 
press • The Russian Em]x"ror in Darmstadt • Letter from Marie Biichner • 
The Dreyfus affair • Dispatch of tlic i-uropcan squadron to tiie ciiow Sea 

THE enthusiasm for the peace cause which had 
flamed up at the Millennial Festival in Hungary 
had not proved to be merely a fire in the stubble, as 
so many pessimists had predicted it would be. I kept 
getting news of the progress and growth of the group 
in that country. The following letter bears witness to 
the opinions ci one of the most brilliant members of 
the Congress, Count Eugen Zichy: 

My dear Baroness, Vienna, December 4, 1897 

Most honored President : 
To-morrow our delegations break up, and it has not been my 
good fortune, during our several weeks' sejmr here in Vienna, to see 
you. Twice I have made the attempt — alas I in vain. You were out 
of town — stiU in the oountxy 1 So I wiB at least send you in writing 
my hearty respects and greeting. You must have lead with delight 
Beneviczy's utterances in our del^ation, and have rejoiced, likewise, 
at the reply made thereto by our skillful and masterly (takt- und sattd- 
fist^ Minister of Fore^ Affairs. Great ideas are realized only slowfy, 
but a healthy seed always brings healthy fruit, even if, as often hap- 
pens, it takes a long time ; so it is with the idea for which you, dear 
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Baroness, and all of us are fighting. Gutia cavat lapidem ! Over and 
over, and ever unwearicdiy, we must renew the battle, and at leng^ 
it will, it must, win the day; for our aim is humanitariaii, — the 
welfare of mankind. 

And an idea that has this for its only object is not to become 
effectual ? Impossible I That is the answer that hovers on my 
tongue, and "impossible" will at length be the shout of all reason- 
able human bemgs I And we shall be victonous I And the victory 
will then really be — universal peace 1 And even if the present does 
not recognize it, posterity will remember with gratitude those who 
turned the first sod. 

I understand that in a few days — I believe about the middle of 
December — you are to hold your annual meeting in Vienna. Permit 
me^ dear Baroness, to send my sinoerest leapects, and to b^ of you 
to oommunicate to our peace friends my warmest gieetiqgs and gpod 
wishes. May your work be blessed I 

I hope, dear Baroness, that you may for a long time to come have 
the most abundant health and strength to share in bringing your work 
to completion* And for my own self I desire that you continue to 
giant me your favor and good will, which I so highly prise. 

May the Angd of Peace be with you and your work 1 

Your most faithful f eUow-woiker and admirer 

Eugen Zicby 

This year the meetii^ of the peace workers were 
not held, as hitherto, in the same place, but in different 

towns. The Congress met from the twelfth to the six- 
teenth of August at Hamburg, and the interparlia* 
mentarians had their sessions a few days earlier in 
Brussels. 

We took part in the Hamburg gathering. Again 
we met ah our old friends, — Passy, Tiirr, Bajer, Emile 
Amaud, Dr. Richter, Moneta, Hodgson Pratt, Du* 
commun, and others. We had anticipated that the 
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chairmanship of the Hamburg Congress would be 
taken by the writer of exquisite verses, Prince Sch5^ 
naich-Carolath, but he declined to take it, though he 
was suggested for the office. What his reasons were 
may be seen from the following letter: 

Haseldorf, July 19, 1S97 

Highly honored, gradous Banmess : 

Allow me to thank you cordially for your friendly lines. The ex- 
pectation that in all human probability I should be permitted to 
greet you in Hamburg hats caused me much happiness, even though 
I look toward the Congress with a kind of solemn enthusiasm. Your 
kindly suyjposiuon that I ha\'e been intriistcd with the chairn^anship 
is in so far correct that, tlic Hamburg local group at first, as I heard, 
thought of conferring thai honor upon me. Later, I believe, a more 
official personage was found, and this saved me from declining with 
thanks; for I have not the gift of speech and the acquaintance with 
parliamentary usages requisite for the performance of the duties of 
such a position. 

My wife and I regret that we cannot have the honor of seeing 
you and your honored husband at our house ; my wife's health un- 
fortunately makes it impossible for her to entertain company in Ham- 
burg as she had hoped. If ever Copenhagen should be selected for a 
peace ^fathering, we shall venture to ask you agnin, cither before or 
after the Congress, to honor us with a visit in our more hospitable 
Danish home. 

Begging you to remember me most warmly to the £aron, and 
with regards to yourself, gracious and kindly Baroness, 

I sign myself yours devotedly 

£» ^h f >nft»rK-Ca rt >l ath 

A new fellow-champion came upon the arena, — 
Moritz von Egidy* It was a source of pride and satis- 
faction to me that I had won him over to take part in 

the Congress and to assist our cause by the lascinating 
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power of his eloquence in the public meeting which 
had been arranged by the Congress. 

At the first session,' — all present being under the 
influence of the painful news, just received from Spain, 
of the absassination of Prime Minister Cdnovas by an 
Italian anarchist, — Teodoro Moneta, in conjunction 
with R. Raqueni, editor of // Epoca, in the name of 
the Italian group offered the following resolution: 

The undersigned, citizens of the country from which, unhappily, 
came tbe fanatic who has murdered the Prime Minister of Spain, 
uige that the Congress, before it begins its labors, transmit to the 
widow of C4novas del Castillo the eacpcessbn of its profound ^m- 
pa^. Devoted to doctzine whidi involves the harmonization of 
politics and morals, we insist that under no conditions must the 
principle of the inviolability of human life be transgressed, for on 
this principle our whole existence and the lofty aims that the Peace 
League has in view are baaed. 

The public meetings which took place on the first 
evening, brought together in the hall of the Sagebiel 

establishment an audience of five thousand of all ranks. 
Otto iimst made the opening address. Then Richard 
Feldhaus recited a poem by Schmidt*Cabanis. And 
then Egidy. This was the first time I had ever heard 
him speak. Clear, assured, deliberate, \'ibrant, powerful. 
The real voice oi command. " Be good 1 " is an injunc- 
tion which is usually whispered mildly or spoken in an 
unctuous, preachif5dng tone ; Egidy thundered it out 
like a command. The gist of his address was : 

We must grow Into the unmilitaiy age which we are lighting to 
briqg about A new mode of thought must take possession of our 
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inmost bdqg. War predicates the hostile opposition of man to man. 
We must oppose this hostility and put in its plaoe the feeUng ol 
solidarity (Zusammn^giekotigJkdi), In this soil is to grow the natural 
equality of all people and all peoples. This equality of Inrth leads 
to the nght of every one in the nation, and of evexy nation taken 
oollectivdy, to detennine hs own career under the limitations made 
by die duties that each one has in turn toward iJie whole. In a cer- 
tain sense we have already entered upon the warless age; but we do 
not realize its blessings because we have not the courage to meet the 
tiansfcnnation. 

Egidy spoke also of other conflicts besides those 
of war: 

The conflict between employers and emplcrvces, between con- 
sumers and producers, must cease. To ever)' person in the commu- 
nity must be assured a dignified existence. Then every contlict will 
cease. In the unions we already have the beginnings of it. . . . Credal 
relationships must become different. The faith of the individual must 
be respected, but the discrepant evaluation and persecution of indi- 
vidual forms of belief must cease. 

The French artillery captain, Gaston Moch, who 
was present at the Congress, was so delighted by 
the former Prussian lieutenant colonel that he subse- 
quently published a book, LEre sans violeme^ in which 
he introduced Egidy's doctrine and way of looking 
at things, tc^ether with several translations from his 
articles and speeches. 

At the second session I announced that a new 
adherent had joined us, — Jean Henri Ounant, the 
founder of the Geneva Convention of the Red Cross. 
I stated that he would use his influence in the Red 
Cross societies so as to work through them for our 

165 



^lyui^cd by Google 



RECORDS OF AN EVENTFUL LIFE 

cause^ especially in the Oriental nations, amongst 
whom the Red Cross numbered many adherents and 

to whom a special appeal was to be directed in all 
the Oriental languages. I presented the text of this 
appeal. Dunant had sent it to me with a request that 
I should give it my signature and win the sanction o£ 
the Congress. 

General Turr announced that he was prepared to 
procure its translation into Turkish and to have it 
disseminated. 

Here are a few extracts from my diary : 

August 14. Banquet given by the city at the Horti- 
cultural Show. My neighbors are Egidy and a sen- 
ator. Three hundred persons present Egidy as a 
table companion does not show his apostle or popular- 
preacher side ; he is a jolly, amusing companion, versed 
in the usages of the best society. 

August 16. Yesterday, after a session which was 
adjourned early, about five o'clock in the afternoon, 
we took a trip down the harbor and made an ex- 
cursion to Blankenese. What a rush of traffic in the 
colossal harbort What a host of ships docking and 
discharging 1 Our party had supper on the Sullberg ; 
My Own was toastmaster. Novikof, Trueblood, and 
Ducommun made addresses. A general feeling of 
enthusiasm. It was after eleven o'clock when we got 
down to the float The road was illuminated with 
Bengal lights. As the steamboat put o£[, the Siillberg 
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Restaurant was so brightly lighted up that it looked 
as if it were bathed in fire. Music on the ship; as we 
sailed along, rockets flew up into the air against the 
cloudless^ moonlit sky. These are the old instruments 
for celebrating, — toasts, music, fireworks, — which are 
indeed also employed in the celebrations of battle an- 
niversaries ; but how differently they act when they are 
accompaniments to the feelings of fraternity, of pro- 
spective redemption, — redemption from the curse of 
slaughter and hatred. • , • 

I will also copy the advice which Dr. Wagner, a 
Hamburg author and journalist, gave us. "It seems 
to me of dubious value," he said, " for the Congresses 
to indulge in long and tedious debates over resolutions 
for the future, and merely to vote on them, perhaps 
with trifling majorities. Debates bring to the main 
issue more confused rubbish than serious, valuable 
thoughts. It would seem to me a far more useful 
activity for the cause if the members were presented 
with a series of vigorous reports and speeches, which, 
when accepted by the Congress after discussion, should 
be printed and disseminated as pamphlets in tens, nay 

hundreds, of thousands of copies, and also brought be- 
fore the governments and parliaments.** 

At the final session Lisbon was suggested as the 
next place for holding the Congress. The Interpar- 
liamentary Union, which had met at Brussels, decided 
upon Lisbon as the place for their 1898 meeting. But 
it was to result differently. 
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How did things look in the rest of the world while 
the debates reganling arbitration and peace were going 
on in Brussels and Hamburg? Of the peace nego- 
tiations" between Turkey and Greece no end is in 
sight, Spain also is still a prey to discords. Fresh 
troops are constantly being sent off to America, and 
the reports from there announce terrible and increas- 
ing losses through sickness. Protests are raised in 
the country, among them that of Silvela, that conces- 
sions ought to be made to the Cubans, that a convmnio 
with them should be entered into. But the govern- 
ment remains inexorable: First surrender, then talk 
of reform may be in order. This attitude wins much 
applause in the European press. Liberal policy," so 
run the leading articles, " is admissible in times of 
peace ; in times of war it is equivalent to abdication. 
Besides, the moment would be ill chosen to make the 
United States any gift or concessions. All Europe is 
stirred by her aggressive and extravagant policy, and 
all Europe has an interest in seeing Spain stand hrm. 
The government is, therefore, right in pa3dng no heed 
to timorous and interested proposals. The undeviating 
policy which the Prime Minister has chosen, and to 
which he clings, is alone worthy of a statesman." 

So stubbornness, despotism, uninterrupted sacrifice 
of the country s sons and the country's money, — 
that is the only worthy attitude I And such views are 
borne out in millions of sheets from the editors' 
tables. Lucky for these gentlemen that there are no 
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great public scales in which their responsibility might 
be weighed 1 

The Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States, 

General Woodford, canic to Spain in order to offer 
the services of his government for intervention, so that 
an end might be made of the Cuban war. The press 
and public opinion (it is well known how that is 
created ! ) assume a ver)^ hostile attitude to the Amer- 
ican ambassador, who cannot understand it. Why 
should Spain decline mediation which would put an 
end to a war ruinous to the country? — Yes, why? 
As if ruin of country and people were to be taken 
into account when national pride is involved I 

The Emperor and Empress of Russia were to spend 

the month of October in Darmstadt. I find in my cor- 
respondence a letter from Frau Biichner, the daughter- 
in-law of the author of Kraft und Stoffy who was 
persona grata with the late Princess Alice of Hesse, 
mother of the young Tsaritsa. 

Giadous and honored Lady: Dannatadt, Febuiaiy 13, 1897 

Your veiy cbanning letter has made me nunc than happy, and I 
ahouU have willingly answered it immediately to tell you how ready 
I am to fulfill your wish ; hut only to-day do I get to it I have oon- 
aidered the matter ftom eveiy side ; it can be managed only in case 
the Empress diould be here. It is eaqsected here that she wiU take 
up her residence this summer at Castle Seehdm, near Darmstadt If 
tiiat should happen, my husband thinks that he might smuggle die 
book^ in through a chamberlain with whom he is p>ersonally acquainted. 

* Sckach der i^ual. I had chcrislicc] the wish to bring to the Tsar's atten* 
tion the chapter entitled Frohbotsckajt (" Good Tidings "} containing the invi- 
tation to a conference of the powen. — B. 8. 

169 



Digitizeo by 



RECORDS OF AN EVENTFUL UFE 



But I myself have no confidence in this scheme, for the gentleman in 
question seems to me not at all equal to the responsibility. I think 
the book should be sent directly to tlic Empress here in Gennany, 
where watchfulness and exclusiveness are not so absolutely punc- 
tilious. Then the name of a Baroness Suttner would assuredly help 
it to make its own way. 

That would not work in Russia, even through the mediation of 
the court here, — that is to say, of any persori connected with it. Our 
sovereigns here are still young and take litde interest in anything in 
particular, and consequently play no great role. 

Oh, if a Grand Duchess Alice were still alive who made it her special 
purj^osc to support noble efforts, to look out for the general good, 
and to establish trul\ benevolent institutions I That wise woman had 
sympathy with the burgher class, and from it she selected her most 
efficient forces; and a Luise Biichner was her right hand in her use- 
ful undertakings. How easy Such a matter would have been thenl And 
yet even at that time my father-in-law did not get on with her sister, 
the Empress Frederick ; she was very much interested in his works, 
and caused this to be intimated to him, and so he sent her the book of 
the two crowned Liberals, but she never again let him hear from her. 
And she was a comparatively liberally educated English princess I 

Even here little is known about the character and opinions of the 
young Eroiness of Russia. From all that is heard it seems that the 
dowager Empress there wields the scepter, and it is said she has not 
become reconciled to the fact that her daughtcr<4nr]aw is a German 
pmiocBS* 

So the young woman will have little to say in her country. Never- 
theless, I will let no opportunity pass of executing your commission ; 
perhaps it wiU be more successful than I can now count upon. Per- 
hap8» also, ^ Empress has inherited somethhig of her mother's 
eneigy and capadly and win be able in time to win a position and to 
roantam it In that case I am firmly convinced tiuit her influence 
win be good, since nothing but good has ever been beaid rqmdiqg 
her c}iaract6r« 

I have not lately told you that I know and prise your husband's 
works also — eapedally tiie fresh* thiiDi^g tales in JHt Kmder At 
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JKaukasus. Those wonderful^ beautiful descriptions of nature have 
oonstan^ brought before my eyes your own idyllic life there. It 
must be splendid to live in such a lovely land when you have the 
gffiuine, inspired feeling for such beauty. In fact, I think often of 
your Ufe, your habits, your environment ; just because you are both 
such talented people you must get double the enjoyment out of 
eveiytfaiqg. Only I had always imagined that you lived in beautiful, 
gay Vienna; sol was greatly astonished that you were in the country. 
I was oUigod to overturn your whole surroundings, — that is, as they 
eadsted in my imagination, — and conjure up a quite different frune for 
l)ie picture of your life. In doing Hiis I was helped by your Ehuam 
nttdarm ; tiiat must have been written at Castle Harroannsdorf. 

I should so fike to know whedier you took for Karl Buuemann 
a model out of real life. This tntere^ed me so very much because 
generally in real life it is just the opposite: As a rule a man who is in 
uifortunate circumstances is a reformer in his youth; itisthen hehss 
the genuine sacred fire for righteousness. By the time he reaches old 
agie he becomes weary, indifferent, and selfish, by reason of cares or 
the eternal monotony of his days. Then he says to hunsdf , ^ What 
is the use of puaimg one's brains over insoluble enigmas, what is die 
good of becoming indignant over injustice — it does not prevent it I 

Of course I am speaking of men of the same rsnk m life and the 
same grade of culture as a Bmsemaim. If this figure were taken 
from life, or at least suggested by a prototype, it wouU make the 
book much dearer to me, because I have always believed that it is 
not in aooordanoe with life for any one to be thoughtless of such 
things in his youth, and in old sge to begin, for the first time, to think 
r^htly. The descriptkms are so true to reality, and everything is so 
vhdd, that one cannot help feeling, just as in readmg 2^ 19^^ «Mr, 
that diey must be taken directly from fife. 

My father-in4aw was greatly delighted to hear from you again. 
AH the cordial greetings from yoursdf and your husband are most 
cordially reciprocated. 

In the hope of being able to carry out your commission success- 
fully, I am Yours with deepest respect . ^ . , 

*^ Mane Buchner 
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During the month of November the Dreyfus case 
made the whole world hold its breath. My Own and I 
followed the affair with the greatest interest and sym- 
pathy. At that time Scheurer-Kestner, Bernard Lazare, 
and l^mile Zola came out in &vor of the reopening of 
the trial. Tlie Figaro had piil)lih]icd Esterhazy's auto- 
graph ; it was an ocular demonstration that the hand- 
writing was the same as that on the bordereau. All the 
military, and especially the Anti-Semitic circles, were 
against a new trial. The interest which I took in the 
course of the affair is frequently reflected in my diary : 

November i8. Probably the case will be taken up 
again. The mere possibility that the man banished to 
Devil's Island is innocent would be horrible, supposing 
the sentence should stand . . . and we are bound now 
to believe in this possibility. The public conscience 
would remain forever oppressed by this thought . . . 
Again it has been strikingly shown that there is such 
a thing as a ** European soul.'* A French journal re- 
marks, in a peevish tone, about the many comments 
in other countries, "In the last analysis, the matter 
concerns France only." 

No, no! such national exclusiveness has ceased in 
our day. If a catastrophe occurs in any country, — the 
assassination of a ruler, the burning a charity bazaar, 
— expressions of sympathy stream in from all direc- 
tions, uiakiug the afflicted countr)' glad. But if it 
permits other countries to share in its good and evil 
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fortunes, then it must also be willing that its right and 
wrong actions should be judged everywhere. The par- 
tisans of justice all over the world have an equal interest 
in the conquest of justice and truth over tyranny and 
concealment And, vice versa, the partisans of authority, 
the race persecutors, are in the same camp all over the 
world ; not only in France but also in Austria and every- 
where are to be found passionate anti-Dreyfusards 1 

The two camps are growing more and more clearly 
divided. But the forces are very unequally distributed. 
The party that champions the right has certainly on 
its side the overwhelming power that is peculiar to its 
object, — universal human happiness ; the other party 
has the actual power, however — has the cannon be- 
hind it • • * 

Power engenders pride. Everything is permitted to 
it — so it thinks — and it wishes to make manifest that 

it is bold enough to attempt anything. So the whole 
Esterhazy investigation, the Esterhazy trial, and the 
.shameful Esterhazy apotheosis are a pure satire on 
every judicial proceeding, a slap in the face of august 
Justice, — even more, a trampling of her scales under 
the spur-armed heel of the soldier's boot 1 The people 
must knuckle under, — that must be borne in upon 
them so that another time the desire may pass of pull- 
ing down the General Staff's sacred ensign of error 1 
You wanted to run up against a res judicaia^ did you ? 
Very well, now you have two of them. And quite 
right; the people knuckled under. "The affair is at 
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an end " [^Affaire liquidee is the heading over the lead- 
ing articles in the papers); but a man got up and 
uttered the cry of his soul, — f accuse^ — one man 
s^inst an army! The far-distant ages to come will 
praise this heroic action. 

Even in our family circle there were disputes about 
the afiEiair. My father-in-law, the conservative-minded, 
ardent reader of Das VaUrland^ would hear nothing 
of the proofs in favor of the exile. He also believed in 
the "Jewish syndicate " that was bent on buying the 
rehearing. And my mother-in-law had nothing good 
to say about Zola; she had even gone so far once as 
to make a great auto-da-f^ of such of his books as had 
strayed into the house. 

The year 1897 closes with an event that might well 
arouse much anxiety among the partisans of peace. 
We know how it began, but we can never know how it 
will end ; it carries war in its womb, for it is once more 
something undertaken under the emblem of force, — 
the voyage of the fighting squadron to the Yellow Sea. 

So then « . . Port Arthur besieged by the Russians, 
Klauchau by the Germans, — that is the newly created 
situation. High Politics, that is fifty or sixty men and 
a following of newspapers, see to it that there shall 
never be any rest, that no progress can ever be made 
toward the healing of internal troubles, the elevation 
of human society. A cruel state of things for the 
champions of. peace I For years there have been per- 
petual wars and rumors of wars, even while in the 
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govern mental circles there were constant assurances of 
peace. Japan and China, the Venezuela controversy; 
Spain and Cuba, Armenian massacres, Italy and Africa, 
Greece and Turkey, England and India, and now this 
East- Asiatic expedition 1 And all the time constantly 
increasing armaments and paroxysms over fleets. No 
wonder that the slow, as it were subterranean, peace 
movement remains unobserved by the masses. 
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Outbreak of the Spanish-American War ■ Article in mourning borders - 
Frid^of Nansen's lecture in Vienna • Extracts from diaxy • Bereavenieat 
in Ac funily, CounteM Lotd SiKO*s deadi • Johaim von Blodi's book • 
Death of Bismarde • End ci the Spaniah-Anierican War 

THE beginning of the year 1898 brought me much 
anxiety. Not domestic anxiety or heart sorrow or 

worry about money. My troubles — faithfully shared 
indeed by my husband — were far away from Har- 
mannsdoif ; they were on the distant ocean* 

The United States warship, the Ma$ne, blows up. 
The suspicion is rife that the ship was destroyed by 
the Spaniards ; can it be true ? In heaven's name, what 
is not possible among men, who in general regard hate 
and slaughter as "political" weapons? In American 
jingo circles there is a mad craze to declare war on 
Spain as a punishment for this — ** unproved " — crime. 
I have direct information that in government circles 
(with McKinlcy at the head) as well as in wide circles 
among the people, the peace sentiment is strong. In 
Spain also there is excitement, in the name of national 
honor. The journals GI660 and Liberal (how everything 
calls itself liberal!) regard any concession in the Cuban 
question, any acceptance of an indemnity, as out of 
reason,— rather, utter ruin, ^rather let us all perish!" 
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And the Bishop of Madrid heads a subscription for the 

purchase of battle ships. 

Long the scales waver this way and that. Our friends 
in America and also in Europe put forth their utmost 
efforts. Petitions are sent to McKinley, to the Queen 

Regent — but in vain. The May number of my maga- 
zine appeared with a black border, and printed the fol- 
lowing text on the front page : 

Bordered with mourning black we present here the tidings that in 
the last week of April, 1898 — so short a time before the entrance 
of a new century — the grewsome fury and bearer of the old bar- 
barism is Ligain let loose. 

\N hat makes our trouble harder to endure is this: America, the 
cradle and shelter of the peace movement — America, which scarcely a 
year ago was on the point of putting into vigorous actuality the long- 
cherished ideal of the first permanent arbitration treaty — America, 
which is unacquainted with militarism — America must be the field 
where war is let loose I 

By that outbreak the signal for a universal war may have been 
given, for who can foresee the consequences ? There is a fire ; the 
burnmg rafters are flying, and all our roofs are thatched with straw — 
with petroleum-soaked straw. 

Once again has the mighty Ancient won the victory over the as yet 
not sufficiently strengthened New. Again Force chooses to set itself 
up as the judge and avent^er of sins committed by Force, and heaps 
up sins on sins all calling for revenge. Cruelty and oj prcssion in 
Cuba ; that was the long-continued accumulation of the " uncnrj jrable." 
W^y could not the European Concert have swept this " unendurable " 
off the face of the earth ? Because they will not grant the principle 
Uiat peoples may be allowed to throw off the yoke. 

Our movement has thus suffered a heavy blow. All the opposing 
elements are triumphing, yet we must not allow the results of the 
work that has already been done to be obscured. The forms of those 
— both individuals and corporate bodies — who stand for the ideals 
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of a time free from manslaughter and oppression, remain unbowed; 
their voices still ring out loud and clear ; their light, be it the torch 
swung high or a modest spark, still shines into the darkness. The 
present, though still ao dark, must not make our faith in a brighter 
future grow faint. 

Yet even this faith does not help to deaden the pain of the days that 
are before us. Misfortune — though perhaps deserved, yet none the 
less severe — has overtaken our poor race during these spring da]rs. 

On the sixth of May the famous Arctic explorer 
Fridtjof Nansen came to Vienna, and gave a lecture 
that same evening in the hall of the Rathaus before 
two thousand people. We were prevented from going 
to the city, but I wrote Nansen the following letter, to 
reach him a few hours before the lecture : 

Dear Sir, Hanmumsdorf, May 5 

Highly and sincerely honored : 

You have no titnc (o read long letters ; so I can only indicate, 
Without offering reasons, what I desire to ask. You will, I know, 
meet with perfect sympathy what is only half said. 

A new ci a must be dawning for the world, — after the old heroic 
age of war comes the heroic age of knowledge and investigation. 
Who would be better authorized than you to point out the way thither ? 
This evcinng thousands of my fellow-countrymen will listen to you. 
I beg of you to weave into your lecture two lines which shall express 
this thought: the reign of war must yield; the future must belong 
to the right. The impression will be immense, just at this moment, 
when the sea is again desecrated with burning and exploding ships. 
Speak words like these and you will thus give the work oi peace a 
powerful impulse forward. 

With the most profound respect 

Bertha von Suttner 

The text o£ the lecture was published* from the 

manuscript, on the seventh of May, by the Neue Freie 
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Prgss^ In it there was no reference to general ques- 
tions of civilization. On the other hand, Das Ta^kUi 

published a report taken stenographically, and there 
it said: 

NameD brought his lectm to a dose as follows: ** People «01 ask, 
what are the resuits of polar exphnatioDs? I lepty, sdenoe desires to 
know eveiytfakig. There must be no spot on die earth unseen by a 
human eye and untrodden by a human foot IiCan's k>t is to fight the 
battle ol light against dsTkness. There are still many problems to be 
solved. The tune for great wars of conquest has passed ; the time 
for conquests in the land of sdenoe, of the unknown, will last, and we 
hope Unt the future will briog us many more conquests, and thereby 
forward the interests of mankind." 

Further entries in my diaiy during May echo all 
kinds of events from abroad : 

• • • The great sea fight which the public of the 
arena is so anxiously awaiting is still unfought Epi- 
demics are breaking out in Cuba and the Philippines, 
and " the red cock," that dreadful bird, is %ing from 
place to place. • • • 

. . • The craze for fleets has also reached Austria. 
Enormous plans for strengthening the navy have been 
broached. Unions of the great industries are pleading 
for it The slogan " Protection for exports " is throw- 
ing a mantle of political economy around the wish to 
pocket great profits from manufacturing and furnish- 
ing supplies. Nevertheless Switzerland has an export 
trade, and without a fleet, either I 

. . . Debates over the increased price of grain. Of 
course the price of bread is not raised by the American 
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war and the closely guarded boundanes! Oh, nol 
Our political economists know better. The Stock Ex- 
change is to blame for everything ; and a sure means 
for relief of the distress has been proposed by a friend 
of our mayor, — hang three thousand Jews; or, still 
better, grind up all the Jews for artificial fertilizer. 
This last proposition was only meant humorously — 
gentlemen can also be witty. . . . 

• • • [The Dreyfus Affain] The Zola case is to be 
brought once more into court Esterhazy threatens to 

kill Picquart; the mob insults Zola — a rcaii ! a ieau ! 
— and the persecuting press again resumes its system 
of abuse and slander. 

... In England the Colonial Secretary gives utter- 
ance to a speech which has brought the whole Euro- 
pean press into turmoil. He said that war should have 
been declared against Russia long before. . . . The 
speech is universally pronounced unstatesmanlike, 
Weil, yes, the accepted course is to prepare for war, 
make plans, bring it on, and scheme for it, — that the 
diplomatists do; but to call it by name in times of 
peace, oh, never! The customary method demands 
that one must speak of the familiar " good relations.** 

Chamberlain also jostles the Transvaal; he is bound 
that the sovereignty of England shall be recognized 
there, Kruger produces the text of treaties which 
make such a demand untenable, and suggests submit- 
ting the matter to an arbitration tribunal Chamber- 
lain and his organs haughtily announce that a question 
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regarding Great Britain's right of sovereignty shall 
never under any conditions be submitted to arbitration. 
How far below par has the splendid thought, " Right 
instead of Might," everywhere fallen ! The waves are 
hissing and roaring around it on all sides, are threat- 
ening to swallow it up; but this thought is a rock, 
— the billows Will dabh into spray and fall back, and 
the thought will tower on high. 

Up till to-day (May 38) the two hostile fleets have 
not met The great naval battle for which the whole 
body of spectators is waiting (glass-house owners who 
anxiously want to see how the stones iiy) has not as 
yet taken place. Only a privateering game is played 
on the ocean. A prize court has been instituted in 
order to decide whether a ship is rightfully captured 
or not. Why not a court that shall discontinue the 
whole business of official piracy? 

The month of June brought an unexpected bereave- 
ment into our family circle. One afternoon, I remem- 
ber, my sister-in-law Lotti, the Countess Sizzo, came 
into our room and sank with a groan into an easy- 
chair. She held a great bunch of roses in her hand 
and had just come in from the garden, where she had 
got overheated in picking and watering the flowers. 
After a while she felt better, chatted quite gayly, and 
left us to go to her own room. There, as we were im- 
mediately informed, she fainted. She was put to bed. 
It was a slight stroke of apoplexy. A physician was 
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summoned from Vienna. When he arrived she seemed 
better, and he announced that the invalid would be 
well in three weeks. It was about the twelfth of June, 
and with minds at rest we took our usual wedding 
anniversary excursion* When we got back our poor 
Hendl " — this was my sister-in-law's nickname, but 
I do not know why she was called so — had grown 
decidedly worse. The Vienna doctor had come again 
and was now ordering constant application of ice bags 
to her head. The sisters took turns in caring for her, 
and My Own also spent many hours by Lottis sick 
bed, for she seemed most grateful and happy to have 
her brother near her. On the eighth or tenth day the 
death agony began. The death rattle lasted from four 
o*clock in the afternoon until one at night. We were 
all gathered around her bed and in the next room, — 
the aged parents, the two sisters, Marianne and Luise, 
the families from Stockem, and also a cousin who had 
loved Lotti for years. I still see him before me as, 
hearing from the next room the heavy breathing, he 
staggered, leaned against the wall with outstretched 
arms like one crucified, and cried, " That is the end — 
the end ! " 

And it was the end. The pastor was summoned. 
Then it lasted an hour or two longer; the rattling 

grew more subdued, the breathing less frequent, and 
the last sigh was drawn gently. 

The next day the body was borne into the castle 
chapeL Qothed in white satin^ with her golden hair 
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unbound, roses in her folded hands, a celestial smile on 
her lips, she looked as young and as lovely as a bride. 

Although I had lived so long, it was the first time 
I had ever seen the dead body of one whom I had 
known in life. All those whom 1 had lost from my 
own circle — my mother, Elvira, Fritz Ftirstenbeig; the 
Dedopah*, Mathilde — had died when I was far away, 
and I had always avoided iooidng upon the dead who 
were indifferent to me. 

Very soon indeed I was to see more dead — among 
them one who was my world. • • • 

In July the news came of the appearance of a great 

work, in six volumes and in Russian* against war. 
The author was said to be a Russian state councilor, 
named Johann von Bloch. The book was entitled 
** The Future of War in its Technical, Economic, and 
Political Relations." A German translation was shortly 
to appear. Permission to publish it had been granted 
only a short time before, after the author had had an 
audience with the Tsar. 

News of hunger riots comes from Italy and Spain. 
For a time the danger has been acute that a United 
States squadron would attempt to land troops in Spain. 

The Dreyfus affair takes its course; ever clearer 
proofs of Esterhazy's guilt on the one hand, ever more 
insane adherence to la chose ju£^ on the other. 

On the thirtieth of July comes the following entry 
in my, diary: 

\ 
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Bismarck dead. The question arises whether the 
statesman is as yet bom who shall be for the thought 
dt humanity what Bismarck has been for German 

thought. 

And a few days later: 

In the cathedral at Berhn a funeral service is held 
at the £mperor^s command. Court preacher Faber 
quotes from the fovorite psalm of the departed The 

text^ runs: 

Let the high praises of God be in tiieir mouth, 
And a two<edged swoid in their hand; 
To execute vengeance upon the nationsi 
And punishments upon the peoples ; 
To hind their longs with chains, 
And their nobles with fetters ol iron. 

Sword and chains — well, yes, those were the Iron 
Chancellor's ideals. Now he belongs to the past The 

future requires other symbols, — instead of blood-drip- 
ping iron, the light-streaming diamond. 

The Spanish-American War is at an end The hos- 
tilities ceased on the fourteenth of August 

And ten days later the world was surprised by an 
event the account of which I must give in a new part 
of these memoirs. 

^ Pialin cxlix, 6-^. — Tnuulator. 



184 



Digitizeo by 



PART EIGHT 
1898-1908 



Digitized by Google 



LV 



THE TSAR'S RESCRIPT 

Afiival of Aegiood tidtogs - Extracts from editorials in Dit IVmfim ni^ir • 
Congntulatoiy letters from Moritz Adler, Dr. Karl von Sdierzer, Bjdm- 
stjeme Bjdmaon, Balduin Groller, Professor Martens, Prince Dolgorukof, 
Vice Admiral Sensqrt Hcdwig Potting, Kem^ny, Novikof, Henri Dtinaot • 

Objections of (^[iponents 

I WAS sitting in the summerhouse one beautiful 
August day, waiting for the arrival of the maiL My 
Own was in the habit of going himaelf to the postman 
to get the letters and newspapers that he brought 
This was to me always the most interesting hour of 
the day. 

This time he came back with flying steps and shin« 

ing face and shouted, while still at a distance, " I am 
bringing the most magnificent, the most surprising 
news tcxlay . . 

What is it ? Have we made a ten-strike ? " 

** Almost — listen ! This is what some one wrote in 
last evening*s paper.** 
He sat down and read: 

" * The maintenance of general peace and a possible 
reduction of the excessive armaments which weigh 
upon all nations — '" 

That is what we are always saying," I interrupted, 
present themselves in the rasting condition of the 

187 



Digitized by Google 



RECORDS OF AN EVENTFUL UFE 

whole world as the ideal toward which the endeavors 
of all governments should be directed.' " 
*• Should be, but are not — 

"^The present moment would be very favorable for 
seeking, by means of international discussion, the most 
effectual means of insuring to all peoples the benefits 
of a real and lasting peace, — 

" That article must be by Passy orone of our friends." 

" What a clever guess i — ' and, above all, of putting 
an end to the progressive development of armaments,' " 

••Well, indeed—" 

"'Hundreds of millions are devoted to acquiring 
terrible engines of destruction, which are destined 
to-morrow to lose all value in consequence of some 
fresh discovery in this field.'" 

" That is nothing new." 
* National culture, economic progress, and the pro- 
duction of wealth are either paral3^zed, or checked in 
their development. Economic crises, brought on in 
great measure by the system of developing armaments 
to the utmost, and the constant danger that lies in this 
massing of war material, are transforming the armies 
of our days into a crushing burden which the peoples 
have more and more difficulty in bearing.' " 

**That article must have been written by a social 
democrat!" 

''More clever than before! — 'It appears evident, 
then, that if this state of things is to be prolonged it 
will inevitably lead to the very catastrophe which it is 
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desired to avert, and the very thought of whose horrors 
makes every man shudder*' ** 

** Not evc}y man — " 

***To seek the means of warding off the calamities 
that are threatening the whole world is the supreme 
duty that is to-day imposed on all states.' " 

" Yes, if only the rulers of states thought so I ** 

" Well, read for yourself — and rejoice 1 " 

He handed me the paper — and what did I see? 
That was no article from socialistic or peace circles 
— it was an official document, addressed in the name • 
of one of the highest war lords to all governments, 
with an invitation to meet in a conference which 
should have to deal with this "serious question" — a 
conference which — I cite the actual words — *' would 
unite in one powerful combination the efforts of all 
states which are sincerely seeking to make the great 
idea of universal peace triumphant.** 

Was not that like a dream, like a fairy tale? 

I recollect that hour which, after receiving these tid- 
ings, — truly "Good Tidings," as the chapter heading 
of Schach der Qual expressed it, — My Own and I 
spent together discussing the marvelous event from 
all sides; it was one of the loveliest hours of our live& 
It was actually like counting over the amount of an 
unexpected windfall. 

In the September number of my periodical I ex- 
pressed my views regarding this event in the follow- 
ing words : 
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The news that stands at die head of tlus niimher, Ihe Tsar's 

rescript, is the greatest event which, up to the present tune, the peace 

movement has had to show. It has filled us all with jubilation, for 
the colossal, and at the same time the unexpected, overpowers. The 
tidings filled the rest of the world with astonishment, and indeed 
many (especially the friends of war) with apprehension. 

Deep feeling is expressed in the \'Oung monarch's words. The 
conventionality of ordinary diplomatic phrases, which say nothing, 
is abandoned once for all. So the peace movement — and we have 
lived to see the day — has passed over mto the sphere of accom- 
plishment. 

But the raison d^itre of our societies is not abolished thereby. The 
Tsar's act proceeded only from the public spirit which of late has been 
so strongly wrought upon ; and the support of public spirit, the organ- 
ized demonstration of the popular will, is required in order to support 
this action which has come from so high a source, in order to over- 
come tiie hostile forces which will assuredly even now stand in the way. 

On the whole, from our standpoint, the event cannot be csti- 
inatcd highlv enough. One of the most powerful of rulers acknowl- 
edges the peace ideal, comes out as an opponent of militarism ; from 
this time on the movement is incalculably nearer its goal ; new ways 
are opening before it, and it is to be earned on to a new basis 
of operations.^ 

And in the next issue: 

. . . Other periodicals may have already to a certain d^;ree lost 
interest in the subject and may only treat it as a reality when the 
suggiested oonferenoe takes place; but for us it does not mean a 
meidy ephemeral event, bat tiie most significant mSesbme in our 
iustoiy so far. 

One of the most important and most difficult taslcs of die peace 
societies — the making their purposes known — has been given a 
mighty boost, for from this time forth the knowledgie thereof has not 
only penetrated into the masses but has also compelled the attentkm 
of every politician. 

1 Dk Wkffitt mUdtn VII, 344. 
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So in this respect the work is accomplished ; but now comes die 
eqiiaO^ difficult task of assistiiig^ according to our abilities, to secure 
the success of the conference, for the bzii^ging about of which we 
have preached and voted so much. 

Already pessimists and doubters and dealers in spiteful insinua> 
tioBS have arisen on all sides. " As if by a silent conspiracy a large 
part of the daily press has banded together for the annihilation of a 
plan which embraces the dearest hopes of humanity " ( Concord), The 
great masses are as kicking in discretion and understanding regaid* 
iqg the rescript as they were in regard to the endeavors of the peace 
movement, the whole programme of which is oootakied in it in con- 
oentrated fonn* 

One thing is forgot t e n in this c onlro v ersy and dubiety. There is 
always an attempt made to calcuhte what is to he the result of the 
conference^ and the marvelous fact is left unnoticed that the Invita- 
tkm itsdf — firom such a quarter and with such a motive bsdc of it 
— is really a triumph for the cause and instantly renders nugatoiy 
tiie hundreds of objectkms which have always been brought up 
against our endeavors under the pretext that it would he impossible 
for autocrats and most powerful war brds ever to ghre up the 
growing annaments* 

The settUng up of the goal is now the great and cheering elenent 
in the event; the discussion of ways and means may be confident^ 
left to those who are sincerely auning to teach the goal This is what 
our enemies fed, and that is why tliey throw doubt on the sboerity 
of the invitation. As if one could lie with such words ! The rescript 
Is absolutely hcking in the vague sinuosities of diptomatic verbosity. 
As if anything said should not be directiy examined and accepted for 
what it ist That is the first right of eveiy utterance of every ingen- 
uous man who has not as yet been seduced hilo rsscality.^ 

During the days following the publication of the 

rescript numberiess congratulatory letters and tele- 
grams came to me. 1, too, sent congratulations to 

^Di« Wafftn niedtr, VII, 377. 
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true-hearted allies. Egidy likewise received many 
tokens of rejoicing. He afterwards told me that a lady, 
a friend of his^ put a copy of the newspaper containing 
the rescript in a cover and laid it on his writing tahle, 
with the inscription Geburtstagsgeschetik (" a birthday 
present ") ; it chanced that £gidy*s birthday coincided 
with this event 

Here is a selection from the letters that I received : 

ladiL Auffust 20 

Highly honored and gracious Lady: ' 
Warm and most respectful congratulations to you and your hus- 
band from the depths of my heart 1 What feelings it must arouse in 
you 1 the noblest of all joyful emotions 1 

That I have lived to see this day I regard as the most incompre- 
hensible and the most surprising delight of my life, which has been 
so rich in sorrows and so lean in hope. I could not have dreamed of 
this most noteworthy ex aritnie lux, when in Wenn ich Kaiser oder 
Kontg 7fdre(^^ If I were Emperor or King") I attempted to bind the 
laurel of this day around the temples of William I, or when in " The 
Strike" I let a wise prince pour out his heart as he stood facing 
the unripe nations. Now the dream has come true, and may these 
forever sleeping nations and inert consciences be aroused with the 
sound of the trumpet 1 Goethe hit it : 

Thy spirit world is not f oriiidden ; 

Thy heart is dead; tiiy wits are alowl 
Wake 1 student, lave thy breast undiidden 

Within the ruddy morning gbw 1 

I. consider myself happy to be able to share your delight 

Most respectfully yours 

Moritz Adler 

Porto Rose near Pirsno, August 31 
My heartiest coogratuhtions that your mdefatigable endecvm 
continued throughout loqg years m the interest of universal peace 
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have suddenly, by means of a word on the Neva, brought such a sur- 
priiiiig and brilliant victoiy into happy prospect! 
With heart and hand 

Dr. Karl von Schcrzer 

Minister Plenipotentiaiy (retired) 

Munich, August 30 

. . . The Tsar has done a splendid thing. Whatever may come 
of it, from now on the air is throbbing with thoughts of peace, — 
even where yesterday they were deemed impossible. This will bring 
great and un< \[jcrted results. Now the Anglo- American treaty will 
be ratified, and ultimately all Germans will be at one — in such an 
air aJI things can come alxnit. \nu see ! it is worth while to preach, 
to have iaith, to be a prophet, energetically and incessantly ! 

Bjomstjeme Bjomson 

Vienna, August 30 

Congratulations irom the bottom of my heart I Sahrosof victofyl 
Now iviO the great socialist pofitidans stiU continue to soom usi 

Balduin GroBcr 

Sondja, October, 1898 
... I know from a very trustworthy source of information that 
the Emperor wrote this document after he had read IVaj^em m«der» 
Consequently this fortunate event is to be ascribed wholly to your 
miluenoe.^ I learned quite incidentally, through the newspapers, of 

1 Post ho€ ia not propter hee. Although it delighted me to hear that the 
Tsar had read my book shortly before the appearance of the manifesto, yet I 
WM finaljr coaviaeed that a long chain of many inihieoces, among which tiiat 
of reading a aovd could have been of only aaull effect, must have preceded 
such u action. Later I learned that Bloch's book had made a deep impres- 
iion on the Tsar ; at that time I suspected that Professnr Mortens had helped 
inspire the document and wrote him to that effect. His answer follows : 

ViUa Waldeuse near Wolmar 
My dear Madam: Lhronia, September 9, 1B98 

I make haste to present my slneerest thanks for llie friendly letter of the 

4th inst with which you honmred me. I do not know to what degree my 
teaching could have influenced his Majesty the Emperor or his councilors in 
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the rescript which has caus^ aU the friends of peace so much deUg^t, 

for 1 have, daring the last few years, been very little in St. Peters- 
burg. I take no part iii political activities, as 1 have devoted mvself 
to the interests of the zemstvo, which at the present time demand a 
great deal of labor and ever claim more and more the intellectual 
powers of the country. However, a few years ago I made the attempt 
to organize a Russian peace society. This attempt failed, either 
because a favorable soil for such a union had not been sufficiently 
prepared in advance or because I myself lacked the necessary quali- 
fications for promoting it 

As far as the public opinion of the province is concerned, I can 
from personal observation assert that the most progressive element 
of society regards the plan of the peace conference from the same 
standpoint as the leading article of the inclosed newspaper, — favor- 
ably and hopefully. As is always the case while public opinion is 
forming, this is divided into two extreme camps, — the Utopians and 
the skeptics; the latter, unfortunately, in a majority. T an^ never- 
theless persuaded that our young monarch will draw from the bosom 
of Russian society the same strength which his grandfather Alex- 
ander II thirty-six years ago had to help him in the accomplishment 
of another solemn deed, — the enfranchisement of the peasants from 
serfdom, — although then, too, there were many skeptics and people 
who were even strongly opposed to the reform. The labor and active 
effort in the question that is interesting us fall, in the present hour, 
both in £uiope and in America, on the parliamenlaiy fatasi, wfaoae 

the noble task which they have imposed on the govenuneats and satioos of 
the civilized world. 

I had no direct part hi the celebrated reicripC of Aqgwk 12 (24), having 
been for Mfne thne in xesideiice 00 my eetate in Livoi^litf from die capilaL 
But I have appbuded with the keenest sympathy and the sincerest admiration 
thf g^r>n<?rou<? action tn^cen by my ai^giist ****t*^ foi the ytll'beiiig and happi' 
ness of all civili/cci nations. 

As to the bibliographical notes, I shall make it my duty to communicate 
them to you after the ;meeting of the confirence de la paix. At this moment I 
■m too bnsy with my offieial duties. 

Reitemtiiig my very respectful thanks, I beg you, Madam, to accept the 
asBuianoe of my high conaidenrtAon. ^ f ait im f 
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duty it is now to compd their gQfvtniments to express themsdves 
smcerely and without reservation in regard to the conference proposed 
by Count Muravieff. 

By a strange irony of fate I teamed of the imperial manifesto 
just as I was taking part in the maneuvers in my capacity as reserve 
officer. The officers regarded the matter without excitement, although 
the best among them could not help recognizing the correctness of 
the ideas embodied in die rescript The others were of the opinion 
that an the peace projects oonoemed them very little, and that the 
ndhvy service to which fh^ had been brought up would still for a 
long time fin their fives. 

Our society wai deeply moved and grieved by the deaA of your 
Empeeas, What a sad madness speaks in such deeds, and how much 
to be pitied is mankind wheni besides the battle against war, we must 
also in the midst of peace think of the padficatkm of the classes. 



Soras near Eperies, August 30 
A ttaim ct delight is rushii^ through the world in view of the 
m^gltty aurora that is shining from St Petersbuig. Whatever die re- 
sult be^ the mighty woid of one of die mightiest can never be unspoken. 



Budapest, August 29 

Can it be possible, can it be true ? Now the thing is to use this 
victory wisely. Something must and wiU be done. Now it is a pride 
and a joy to be a friend of peace. 

I oongERtuIate us an, and first of aO, you. This win rouse many. 

Kem^ny 

Secretaiy of the Hungarian Peace Sodety 

Beckenhom, September 12 
. . . Wliat do I think of the manifesto? A thousand things. I 
was at the Lake of Lucerne. I had been enjoying a delightful walk, 



Prince Peter Dolgorukof 



The Lord bless your eSbrtsI 



Vice Admiral Semsey 

Vdden, August 30 

Hedwig Potting 



Hurrah for the moming glow in the £ast 1 
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and tn tiie evening after dinner I took up the ImUpendanet* I oonr 
fett I did 80 almost rductandy — politics is such an unsavoiy diah. 
One would willingly f oiget it when yieldiog to the witchery of lovely 
nature and recovering from the miseries of humanity in the undis- 
turbed purity of the lofty mountain peaks. So, then, imagine my 
amazement t Instead of the usual diplomatic oommonplaoes, the 
Emperor's manifesto I That absolutely staggered mel 

But what do I think of it? In the first place, that we all, those of 
ua who are of one mind with the qurit of the manifesto, ought to 
support Nicholas II with all our might, not only against his oppo- 
nents but also against his own person. The undertaking is of great 
difficulty. He might k>6e courage in face of the obstades. Then it 
will be necessary for Kberal opinion in Europe, and especially for the 
peace unions, to give him unwearied, never-failing assistance. 

Secondly, even if the manifesto should have no immediate xesults, 
it will undoubtedly have gigantic indirect influence. It establishes a 
new epoch in the history of Europe. That can never be changed. 

Are you commg to Turin ? lliat will be die place for us to lay 
out a complete plan of campaign. Though I do not belong to the 
Bureau, yet I am going there at any rate. If I do not have the good 
fortune to see you in Turin, I will on my way back make you that 
promised visit at Harmannsdorf. ^oxxt^ etc. j. Novikof 

Heiden, September 21 
. . . AUow me to express my congratulations on the great step 
which the Tsar has taken on the path to wliich your most zealous 
apostleship has been devoted. It is a gigantic step, and, whatever 
may happen, the world will not shriek, " Utopia 1 " Disdain of our 
ideas is no longer possible ; even if acconiplishment does not imme- 
diately follow the work of the conference, which will assuredly take 
place, still, at all events, a beginning will have been made. Tiiis ini- 
tiative will forever serve as a precedent. 

The Empress Elisabeth's death has greatly saddened me — ah ! 
if only our ideas had been made effective ten years earlier, there 
would not be any anarchists now. Henri Dunant 

Founder of the Red Croas 
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The replies of the governments to the manifesto soon 
began to be received, — almost all in the affirmative. 
But sincerity was lacking in the tone of the accept- 
ances and in the whole treatment of the invitation. 
Everywhere, simultaneously, an increase in armaments 
was seen to be under way. Very deplorable was the 
attitude of the German Social-Democratic party, which 
holds that only by this party can militarism be driven 
from the world ; if any one else tries to do it, one who 
— noia bene — has the power to do it, then it is fraud 
and farce. 

The Neue Hamburger Zeitung sent a note to dis- 
tinguished contemporaries, requesting opinions on the 
Russian manifesto. Very interesting replies were re- 
ceived. Among those who were in favor, many of them 
enthusiastically in favor, were Leo Tolstoi, Maurus 
Jdkai, Otto Ernst, Ernst von Wolzogen, Peter Roseg- 
gcr, Dr. M. G. Conrad, Cesare Lombroso, and Genertll 
Tiirr. I am going to introduce here, however, only 
some of the replies sent by opponents of the peace 
movement, because it seems to me most instructive, 
for understanding the development of universal ideas 
and social conditions, to learn the obstacles which had 
and still have to be overcome. 

Smali differences, like the Caroline Islands question, can be set- 
tled by arbitration; greater differences .will ocmtinue to lead to tests 
of power . . • petpetual peace is in heaven. There is no heaven 

on eardl. ^ Fnedrich Nauniann 

Reared Pallor 
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The Hstory of many thousand years unfortunately argues against 
the possibility that war wUl ever cease. . . At all events the Russian 
proposal for disarmament is one of the cleverest diplomatic moves 
of modem times. B. von Werner 



These are quesluMis of high politics with which I have nothiiig to 
do. In my opinion, so far as our trade is oonoemed, aH interests 
are suhonfinated to one that is panunotmt, namely, tiiat Gennany 
be respected and feared, hut so far as possable without beiqg hated, 
in the world. Therefm the mercantile class has a vital interest in 
seeing the safety of the empire assured in die ways* understood by 
tixMe who are responsible for it Feidinand T^rf 

Chairman of die Hamburg Board of TMe 

I cannot assent to the general notion that armies prepared for 
batde are unproductive. Armies are a protection to the nations 
against attacks. . . . The idea of disarmament is unfortunate. We 
should be glad that slouchy men can be trained in a manly educatk)n. 

Reinhold Begas, Sculptor 

This noUe enthusiasm will miscarry, just as in 1890 the Inter- 
nadonal Assembly of Woikiqgmen did under Emperor William's 
auspices. A mighty state will never, without a struggle, submit to a 
verdict which offends its rights or merely its essential desires. A 
Chance at the map is sufficient : our empire can resist the ever-possh 
Ue double attack of France and Russia only by having all its poweis 
in readiness. 

I do not waste time thinking of Utopias. France lays down as a 

condition for every debate the return of die imperial lands ; we lay 
down as our condition the exclusion of every discussion of this ques- 
tion. I think this is a sufficient answer. The talk of the private 

friends of peace is mere nonsense ; the Tsar's advocacy of peace is 
perhaps a stitnulus to war. Fclix Dahn 

Gastein, on the anniversary of Sedan 
(September 2, 1870) 

The present proposal of Tsaiish Russb for .disaimament is a 
fraud. W. Liebknec fa t 
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The stronger the armaments the greater the fear of assuming the 
responsibility of starting a war. Disarmament would make wars more 
frequent Reduction of the present force would withdraw a part of 
the people from the school of military discipline and very generally 
dimfaiA their eflkiency. . . . The vital questions of the nations w31 
always be settled by war. Germany must always lead the great 
powers in its armaments, because it is the only country that has duree 
great powers as neighbors and may at any time be exposed to the 
danger of waging war on three frontiers. With the increasing solidar- 
ity of states, wars will naturally become more and more infrequent. 
Il is a dream Lo expect anything more, and not even a beautiful 
dream , for with the guaranty of perpetual peace tlie degeneracy of 
mankind would be confirmed. X)r. Eduard von Hartmann 

The reply that most unctuously dripped with wisdom 
was that furnished by Herr W. Metzger, the Social- 
Democratic delegate to the Reichstag from the third 
electoral district in Hamburg. He wrote to the editors 
that he did not feel the slightest inclination to waste 
even a quarter of an hour on that Russian diplomatic 
trick.*' So the third electoral district may be at rest — 
its representative is saving his time for higher interests 
than those that are moving the whole civilized world I 

Those are the utterances of single individuals. As 
regards the voice of the newspapers, I collected a great 
number of clippings at the time. The following are 
typical of the tone of those opposed: 

Hie Tsar's proposal for disarmament goes agplnat nature and 
against civilisation. Tbis alone condemns it Baroness von Suttner, 
who a few years ago gave the command IXt Waffm nkdar^ and 
tberdiy won among aO men a biiOiant success, ^ now indeed experi- 
endi^ the great triumph of having the Tsar ]om in her summons; but 
there wOl be only a short'lived joy hi diis for von Suttner and 
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all good souls, for, as we have said, dfsaTmamcnt b oontniy to nattue 
and inimical to dvOizaCion, etc — SmiUbvgor Zdtm^, August 50. 

When the Russian disarmament rescript appeared in August, one 
of the severest criticisms made upon it was this : " Prince Bismarck 
has been dead twenty-eight days." This was as much as to say that 
care had been taken not to submit tins question to European states- 
men for discussion during this great stateman's lifetime, but they 
waited until after he was dead to spring it We do not question the 
correctness of this mterpretation, but are of the opinion that if Prince 
Bismarck had lived to see the publication of the Russian note he 
would have used the full wei«^ht of his authority to prevent Germany 
from relinquishing at a confi t( ncc even the very smallest part of its 
rijj^ht and duty to regulate its armament absolutely according tO its 
own discretion. — Hamburger NachrichUnt September xS. 

A stnmger official docoinent tiian ihe Tsar's peace manifesto, his 
summons to disaim and his proposal for a general oonferenoe, has 
never before thrown official and unofficial Europe into astonishment 
The question rises to the lips, Is this an honest Utopia, or is tee 
hidden behind it a deep cakubtion of Russian politics, which, as is 
well known, is excelled in slyness by the diplomacy of no other state? 
It remains at aB events a Utopia, in spite of all the European 
'* Friends of Peace," and all the other chatter about intematioiial 
brotfaexbood. — Greimbolm^ Number 37, September 15. 

Our officials believed without any kind of real investigation that they 
must npplaud that manifesto with drums and trumpets, solely for the 
reason that it had the mighty Tsar as its originator ; and they kept 
up this policy of provelirtf^ when there was no more possible doubt 
that the originator of this manifesto was not the Tsar, but those inter- 
national peace enthusiasts of the stamp of Suttner and her allies, 
whom hitherto no one has taken seriously. Our Emperor has found 
the only correct answer to the Tsar's proposal ; we can wait until his 
answer is taken to heart in the quarter for which it is intended, and 
then the Utopian idea of an international conference for disarmament, 
which is of no earthly use, will disappear finally from the programme. 
— SUuUsbHrgeneitung^ September 9. 

200 



Digitized by Google 



THE TSAR'S RESCRIPT 

At the banquet of the Westphalian Provincial Diet, 
on the eighth of September, Emperor William said : 

"Peace will never be better assured than by a 
thoroughly drilled army ready for instant service, such 
as, in detachments, we at the present time have had 
opportunity to admire and to rejoice over. God grant 
us that it may be ever within our power to conquer 
with this always keen and well-cared-for weapon. Then 
the Westphalian peasant may go to sleep in peace." 
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EVENTS AND MEETINGS 

The Emprett Elisabeth • The last days of my father-in4aw • Egidy on tbe 
asnssination of the Empress • Session of die delegatei in Turin • Egidy 
evening in Vienna • Reminiscence of the campaign of 1 866 • William T. 
Stead in Vienna on his pilgrimage ■ His portrait • His audience with 
Nicholas II • His meeting with Blr:>ch Nly interview with MuraviefF • Con- 
clusion of Spanish A me ncan treaty of peace • Reply of the chairman of the 
Spanish Commission to a memorial from ^mile Amaud • Still the Dreyfus 
afiau - General Turr with King Humbert ■ E^dy dead ■ letter trom his son 

THE Empress Elisabeth assassinated! An infa- 
mous dagger thrust into a quiet, proud, unworldly, 
and generous heart Once again mourning and terror 
flashed through the whole civilized world with lightning 
speed. More and more it is shown that this civilized 
world has only one soul. The memory of this princess, 
so opulent in sufferings, so endowed with beauty, will 
go down in history as a radiant and poetic vision. And 
that vision will be haloed with a tragic charm — so 
shockingly sad though it is, so hateful the deed that 
was responsible for it — from the fact that she did not 
die in her bed of illness or old age, but fell under the 
deadly blow of a fanatic madman, just as she was set- 
ting out on a new voyage into the splendor of nature 
which she loved so well. Out of the gray monotony of 
the commonplace thou standest forth for all time,— a 
figure in shining black, — Elisabeth of Austria i 
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My ^ther-in-bw, then seventy-nine years of age, 
had been for some time, especially since Lotti's death, 

very much shattered in health. He no longer took 
his daily walks, often dropped o& to sleep, sometimes 
began to wander in his speech, — in short, his demise 
was evidently near at hand. Neverthdess he had his 
secretary and faithful attendant — my husband's former 
tutor — read the newspaper to him every day. When 
thi^ news of the assassination of the Empress arrived 
we made haste to warn Herr Wiesner (that was the 
secretary's name, though at home we always called him 
**Dominus ") not to read to the old gentleman the pas- 
sages regarding the tragedy. Attached with the deep- 
est devotion to the imperial house, Old Austrian to 
his finger tips, an enthusiastic admirer of the beautiful 
Empress, — the news of her death would have terribly 
shocked him, and we desired to spare him that 

Only a few days after this event he died in My Own*s 
arms. At hve o'clock one morning we were summoned 
to his bedside. The nurse thought that he was dying, 
but he soon rallied and lay peacefully. About nine 
o'clock — meantime the doctor had been called and all 
the members of the family stood about the bed — he 
sat up and took my husband's hand 

"Artur," he said, "you know I have always been an 
industrious worker — I must write a few letters to-day; 
• • • there the Dominus stands waiting for me to dic- 
tate — but, Artur, I should like to rest to-day — I may, 
may I not?— just a little sleep — yes?" 
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My Own laid him gently back on the pillow. ** Dear 
Either — sleep !" 

The old man thnist his arm under the pillow and 
turned his face to one side. With a satisfied sigh he 
closed his eyes, and after a few minutes he fell asleep 
— in the sleep that knows no waking. 

Egidy wrote me as follows regarding the Empress 

Elisabeth's death : 

. . . The most affecting wofd that has been spoken about your 
Empress's death is that from her own husband's mouth: **It is tii- 
oompiehensible how a man could lay bis hand on this woman, who in 
all her life had never harmed any one and had done nothing but good." 

A touching truth is to be found in this thought, and at the same 
time^ also, the earnest call to think the thought again. Possibly the 
innocent woman had to die this sudden death in order that deep 
sorrow might come upon the best of all peoples, in order that all 
might mourn with the bereaved husband and Emperor, and also in 
order that we might repeat that lamentation in our thought, and com- 
prehend, should the grief-stiicken Emperor in humble realisatkm come 
to the following resolutbn : 

Henceforth men who have never done any one any harm shall 
cease mercilessly thrusting the deadly steel into one another's hearts. 
Henceforth I will not allow men whose Uves are confided to my pro- 
tectk>n to march to fields of battle ; no longer wiU I train to war the 
nations that are under my scepter. The labor of the remaining years 
that Providence shall vouchsafe me bdoQgs to internal and cirtienial 
preparation for the wailess epoch." 

Egidy still further elaborated this idea in the October 

number of his Verso knung (" Reconciliation **)• 

The plans for the meetings to be held in Lisbon in 
the year 1S98 fell through. The Iberian peninsula 
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seemed little fitted to arrange for peace congresses as 
long as the Spanish* American War was in progress; so 
this year the two Bernese councils met for consultation 
in different places, having for their object the decision 
of what attitude to take regarding the Russian circu- 
lar. The Interparliamentary Union met in Brussels, the 
International Peace Bureau m Turin, where a World ;> 
Exposition was being held. 

We went to Turin, My Own and I, in spite of our 
bereavement, starting a fortnight after the old baron 
had been laid away in the family tomb at Hoflein. 

A letter which I wrote to a fnend tells of our visit to 
the capital of Piedmont: 

Turin, Grand Hdtd d'Europe, 
September 38, 1898 

The committee which has been assembled here concluded its labors 
to-day. The manifesto of the Emperor of Russia naturally formed the 
basis and suggested the direction of the proceedings. 

On Sunday, the twenty-iifth, the Turin " Peace Days ** began with 
the oentennial jubilee of the Piedmontese statesman, Count Feder^ 
Sdopis. In the vast Aula of the Royal University the festival com- 
* mittee and a great audience were assembled. The hall was padced. 

General Tiirr conducted me to the ^nt row and introduced me to 
the Mayor of Turin, Baron Casano, the governor, Marchese GuicdoH, 
— I coiild not help thinking of Ifyron, who loved a Guiodoli whom 
I used to know in Paris, — and the Minister, Count Ferraris. We 
sat in front of the desk. The cards of invitation bore the names of 
twenty-four eminent men as patrons of the festival; among them 
were Biancheri, President of the Chamber, Minister Vigliani, tihe 
presidents of the Roman and Bcmcsc Courts of Cassation, the rector 
of the University, the president of the Academy of Sciences, and others. 

Lawyer Luzatti was the first to take the platform, and he gave us 
a biograpiiicai sketch oi Federigo Sclopis. He cuiogiied his services, 
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and parddilariwd as most g^rious the port be played as diainiiaii of 
the Alabama Court of Arbitration. Then the vice president of the 
Roman Senate^ who is also chairman of the Roman Peace Society^ 
spoke^ and he was followed by our Frddtfric Passy. He had been In 
hb youth a ftiend of Sclopis's, and was tfaeref o(e aUe to tdl much 
was fresh and interestiog about the fife of the great man. 

The meeting was over at noon. The rest of the day was devoted 
to social mteroourse and the Exposition. Such visitorB as had any 
taste for art were here afforded more delights than are often found In 
displays of tlus kind, for the galleries of sculpture and painting are 
better filled than usual, and in a great edifice, built like a coliseum, an 
ordiestra of two hundred artists gave wonderful concerts. 

But if I prove unable to tell roudi about the Exposition in general, 
who will blame a member of the Congress for that ? Here old friends 
are discovered and new and congenial acquaintances are made, and 
this fact serves to promote serious conversation ; so the Exposition 
park, with its many pavilions, is neglected ; you sit down with your 
ComrLides round a cafe table and talk of the things that arc in )'Our 
heart. 'I'lic manitcsto first of all, but also everything else that is 
going on in the world ; among other things, the Dreyfus affair, which 
just at this moment every one has more or less in inind. A delegate 
from Paris, Gaston Moch, who himself had been a cavalry officer and 
had served in the same corps with the exile, has much interesting 
information to give. Even as early as 1894 he had looked behind the 
scenes in the affair and had realized that the Jcwiih officer would not 
be endured on the general staff. A peculiar thing was also told us : In 
the summer of 1894, and thus before the charge was brought against 
Dre3^us, Lc Journal published a novel as a feuilleton, in which a plot 
for the extermination of an unpopular comrade was devised and earned 
out : the smuggling into the intelligence bureau of a forged document 
and the like, — a whole chain of mtngues such as was actually adopted 
against the innocent man, just as if Paty, Henry, and the rest bad 
taken the novel as a pattern to go by. 

On Monday, the tweiUv-sixth, the delegates met for their first ses- 
sion in the Palazzo Carignan. The splendor of the Italian princely 
palaces is well known. The hall where we met is of sheer gokli the 
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wall coverings are of gold, the doors and window shutters heavily 
glided ; adjoining, and also glittering with gold, is the historic ^^hyml^ffr 
in which Victor Emmanuel was bom. 

As the president of the Bureau was obliged to go to Brussels to 
attend the session of the Interparliamentary Directorate, the chairman- 
ship of our meetings was intrusted to the lawyer Luzatti. Though 
many letters of gineetii^ airived, I will cite only the Italian Piime 

mmm III S g Ww* 0 « 

^ Our oountiy — on the ground of the prindiiles diat have nupired 
Its rq^oaemtkm, on giound of its idods of dvflicatxm as wdl as 
€i its political interests — our oountiy must desire that in intemational 
questions juiistic reason may win the day over the appeal to foice. 

E. Visoonti-Venosta" 

The first subject for discussion is expressed clearly in the text of 
the resolution that was passed : 

" The Meeting is of the opinion that the societies throughout their 
spheres of activity should organize demonstrations of every kind, in 
the form of petitions and meetings designed to promote a favorable 
result of the Tsar's rescript ; it invites the societies to communicale 
the effects of these demonstrations to the Intemational Bureau in 
Bern, which will give them the greatest possible publicity." 

The Engliih detegatet were able to report that in their oountiy 
nmneniiis demonstrations in diis direction had already taken place. 
Political leaders in Parliament had joined in the movement, among 
diem Sir WiDiam Haroourt^ Morl^, the Marquis of Ripon» Earl 
Gtewei Biyoe, Sir John Lubtiodc, Sir WiUiid Lawson, Spencer 
Watson, and others; abo many bishops, and the three Einglish car- 
dinals» Vaughan, hoyns, and Gibbons. The Congress of the Tndo 
Unions, wfaicfa had until reoendy held aloof, voted unanimously and 
enthnsiasticalty as follows : 

** This Congress of organised laborers, rep r es e nting the industrial 
. classes of Great Britain and Ireland, greets the Tsar's message with 
satisfaction and calls upon the g o v ern m ent to' employ all Isgitimate 
means to promote its socoess» sboe militarism is a great enemy to 
labor and a cnid burden for die davhig miOions." 
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This attitude of the English workingmen — be this observed in 
parenthesis — is at all events more beneficial than that of the social- 
ists of other lands, who arc distrustful of the Russian Emperors 
views, aiid who sav, "Peace and disarmament, yes — but r<r want to 
bring it about, we alone, and m uur own way." But what is destined 
to benefit all mankind must be done by all ^ it cannot be the work of 
a class and against other classes. 

tAic Ducomniun gave a report on the events of the year, which he 
claimed would have marked it as one of the most unfortunate and dis- 
couraging for the movement, liad it not ended with the Russian Em- 
peror's proposal of official investigation of means lor bringing about 
assured peace and the reduction of armaments. Moreover, to the 
assets of the year were to be reckoned the agreement of France and 
England on the Niger question, the arbitration between France and 
Brazil, and, finally, the conclusion of a permanent arbitration treaty 
between Italy and the Argentine Republic. 

The assembly sent a congratulatory dispatch to the Italian govern- 
ment on this treaty, — the first of its kind and likely to prove of the 
greatest blessing as an example to be followed.* 

On the other hand, apprehension was felt regarding the danger 
that tlircatens on the part of Argentina, which is on the point of 
declaring war against rhilc. It was suggested that a trust w fnthy per- 
son might be sent in the name of the Peace Bureau to Argentina and 
Chile to urge both their presidents to submit the unsettled controversy 
to a court of arbitration. Perhaps they would turn a deaf ear to our 
delegate, but more probably a word spoken in the name of two hun- 
dred societies, representing both the New World and the OW, woukl 
turn the scale in their deliberations. Dr. Evans Darby suggested, on 
the other hand, that, as the outbreak of hostilities was already immi- 
nent and the delegate would assuredly arrive too late, a cablc^gram 
should be dispatched instead. 

Accordingly two dispatches were sent on that very same day in 
the name of the Turin assembly, one to Valparaiso, the other to 
Buenos Aires, earnestly urging the two governments to avoid a war^ 

^ A treaty without any limitations. (Observation of 1908. — B. S.) 
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which, just at this present moment, would be a lameptable setback 
to the approaching conference summoned by the Russian Emperor.* 

The cable diqMtches cost nine hundred fnmcs. Prodigal Friends 
of Peace 1 when one thinks how penurious the war boards are ! 

On the evening of the twenty-ninth the general public of Turin 
were invited to listen to addresses in the Circolo filologico. lliere 
was not a vacant place in the vast auditorium. General Tiirr made 
the first speech and cited passages from Garibaldi's appeal to the 
governments. Then I followed with a reading of my short story, Es 
mUsam do€k sthlhu Erinnerungen sein, translated into Italian for this 
oocaskm, under the title M runntf ("Beautiful Recollections"), by 
the poet F. Fontana. Then £mile Amaud, Professor Ludwjg Stem 
of Bern Univeraity, Novikof , and others spoke. 

The audience was in sudi a pitch of enthusiasm and sympathy 
at the end that I mustered courage, amid the storm of applause^ to 
mount the platform again and make a brief appeal that the listenen 
should not reward our words with mere dapping of hands, — we were 
not artists hungiy for approbation, we were plain champions of a holy 
cause, — but rather should join our oiganization ; they might come up 
and sign their names. This invitatk>n was accepted, and by reason ol 
the addresses that evening the membership list of the Turin Peace 
Union was increased by many and influential names* 

This Union has also a special sectk>n in the Expoaitkm building. 
The autograph entries in the book that is there are very interesting. 
Even Arabic and Chinese signatures are among them ; a]sodiak)gues: 
some one wrote in French, "I do not believe in it'*; some one else 
wrote underneath, "I p iy you with all my heart" Tolstoi's son 
wrote in the register. Quale i h stapo Mia gyerm f L*assatsimo — 
(**What is the object of war? Massacre]"). 

1 It is a fact that a few days later the question at issue was submitted to the 
arbitration of the Queen of England. Later the two republics concluded a 
standing agreement to bring every future controversy before the Hague 
Tribunal, and as a result reduced their armaments and sold their war ships. 
At a memorial to this agreement a gigantic statue of the Christ has b«ni 
creeled on a peak of the moimtaia boundaiy, (ha Andea. (Obsemtioa of 
1908.— B.S.) 
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Our first care after our return to Austria was to 
organize a meeting to agitate in behalf of the Russian 
circulan Lieutenant Colonel von Egidy came at my 
request to address this meeting, which took place in 
the Ronachcr ballroom on the eighteenth of October. 
It was the first time he had ever spoken in Vienna. 
Although our Viennese did not fully realize how dis- 
tinguished he was, they were in a high degree curious 
about the famous man who had once been an officer 
of the empire. It was universally known that he had 
been compelled to leave the militaiy service on account 
of his convictions as expressed in his pamphlet EmsU 
Gedanken (" Serious Thoughts 

An acquaintance, Count whom I had invited to 
hear the address, wrote me: 

I have never read a line by Egidy. But I cannot share your opinioii 
regarding him, for in the first place I cannot endure the Prussians; 
secondly, if asoldier has done anything so unseem^Q that he can no 
longer serve, I am compelled to reject what he says, even were he as 
wise as Aristotle. 

Well, now, there are figures in history who have 
done such unseemly things that they have been com- 
pelled not only to doff their uniforms but also to 
empty the cup oi hemlock or die at the stake or on 
the cross; these would probably have been subjected 
to a still severer criticism at the hands of my friend 

the count. 

An hour beforehand the doors of the hall were 
thrown open, and the throng which had long been 
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waiting rushed in. The great room was soon packed; 

people stood in the gallery bcl^nd the last seats. 
Entrance was free, " every one invited," — such was 
£gidy*s wish* 

The representative of the government took his place 
at the chairman's table near me. I made a few prefa- 
tory remarks; then Egidy stepped forward, and his 
words rang out like hell tones. It was ever so when 
this orator spoke, — bronze in his voice, gold in his 
words, consecration in the room. 

The Tsar's rescript furnished the text After he had 
explained what was contained in this manifesto, Egidy 
passed in review the various kinds of misunderstand- 
ing and misinterpretation it had met in the world. 
The doubts and questions raised in various quarters, 
the difficulties of detail enumerated by civilization 
brakemen (Kulturbremser. a word of characteristic 
Egidy coinage), — all this he answered and explained 
in clear, occasionally witty language, and always with 
logical conciseness^ And the audience vibrated with 
him. Every satirical point was punctuated with a laugh, 
at every allusion a murmur of appreciation ran through 
the assembly. You might have believed that all were 

penetrated by the orators meaning, yet how many of 
those present had probably expressed, only an hour or 
two before, ideas which were current as the view of the 
majority : A proposal for disarmament ? . . . Hm I . . . 
political move — a trap set — practically unfeasible 
idealism. • . 
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Most characteristic of this prevalent skepticism re- 
mains deeply engraven on my memoiy the picture of 
a deputy, — a member also of the Interparliamentaiy 
Union, — who, after I had spoken for a time about the 
manifesto, turned his head in my direction and said, 
with a sly wink, Do you believe that story ? " 

This phrase became a catchwoid between My Own 
and me; whenever either of us communicated to the 
other anythmg perfectly unquestionable and simple, 
we would look as sly as we could and hiss out, Do 
you believe that story?" 

After the address Egidy was our guest at a supper 
which, together with Baron Leitenberger and a few 
odier friends, we gave in his honor at Sacher's. At 
the supper a pretty scene was enacted. One of our 
company was a former officer, now a deputy and 
also vice president of the Austrian Interparliamentary 
Group, Herr von Gniewocz. He turned the conversa- 
tion to the campaign of iS66, in which he had taken 
part Egidy then told how he also had been there, 
and then the two men recalled certain incidents, one 
of which, as it appeared In the comparison of details, 
had brought them face to face as opponents. And now 
here they were, both as adherents and champions of 
the peace cause, united in joyous festal mood. 

Mark Twain happened to be in Vienna at this time 
and was present at this supper. The American humor- 
ist used the Edigy-Gniewocz incident for a brilliant 
improvisation, full of wit and feeling. He had been 
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present at the lecture, had been recognized by the 
audience, and was asked to speak. He mounted the 
platform and declared that, as far as he was con> 
cemed, having only a penknife with him, he was ready 

to disarm! 

A few days later I was permitted to make the per- 
sonal acquaintance of a man who has taken a most im- 

portant part in the peace movement, and with ul^ose 
activity I had long been acquainted, — William T. 
Stead. A telegram from Vienna signed with his name 
invited me to make an appointment for a meeting 
with him as he was passing through the city. With 
delight I acceded to his wish, and on the following 
evening I spent several hours with the famous Eng- 
lish journalist, enjoying with him a frugal supper 
and the most exhilarating conversation. We talked 
about a hundred things. 

His external appearance is that of a gentleman ; his 
hair and full beard are turning somewhat gray; he has 
noble, intelligent features, is forty-nine years of age, 
and his conversation is full of witty turns and com- 
prehensive views of the world. His characteristics, one 
might say, are the energy of gentleness, tenderness, 
and capacity — also humor; those seem to be the pre- 
dominant elements of his nature; 

The son of a Protestant clergyman, he was brought 
up in strict orthodoxy. And since then, although he 
has attained spiritual emancipation and discarded 
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every sign of dogma, he has kept a deeply religioiis 
spirit and is penetrated with the conviction that the 

spirit of goodness — God — is gradually bringing this 
world to perfection and using for this purpose inspired 
men as his instruments, — men who, heing conscious 
that they are working in the service of a lofty principle, 
feel strengthened and elevated by it, full of joyous and 
courageous reliance in the support that is behind them 
in their divine mission. 

The object of his journey was to ascertain how the 
Russian Emperor's manifesto was received in different 
countries, and especially in official circles, and, above 
all, to ieam what direction the Tsar himself and his 
ministers intended to give to the coming conference. 

He had been on a journey through Europe, and was 
now on his return from Livadia, still under the im- 
pression of two extended interviews which the young 
Tsar had granted him. He had not been received as a 
journalist, but as a privileged guest in accordance with 
the wish of the late Emperor, Alexander IIL About 
ten years before, a perfectly false idea of the Russian 
autocrat had gained currency with the British public 
He was described as morose, violent, and insincere. 
And it was particularly supposed that he was all ready 
to let loose the horrors of a universal war. Stead, the 
journalist, had succeeded in dissipating this impression. 
In the year 1888 he had been accorded an audience 
at ihe imperial court at Gatchina, and the Emperor 
had engaged in an exceedingly frank conversation with 
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him. When Stead returned to England he was able 
to announce with the utmost particularity that Alex- 
ander III was quite the opposite of the popular con- 
ception of him; that he was an enemy of all false- 
hoods, and imbued with the strongest detestation of 
war. These representations entirely changed public 
opinion, and must have helped to avert the ever-pres- 
ent danger of war. 

From what Stead told me of the impression made 
upon him during his audience with Nicholas II, I felt 
warranted in concluding that the young Emperor was 
thoroughly in earnest in the matter of the manifesto. 
I complained to him of the lack of comprehension, the 
stupidity, and at the same time the hostile spite with 
which the message was received, for the disappoint- 
ment to me had been unprecedented ; I had so firmly 
believed that, with the exception of a small circle, the 
world would surely break out into jubilation at hav- 
ing the hope so nearly fuliiiied of being freed from 
the mountainous weight that oppressed it To this 
Stead replied: 

"The manifesto is a mirror — a kind of magic 
mirror. You hold it up before men whose nature you 
wish to learn, and according to the judgments they 
pronounce on it, it reflects dearly the image of their 
spirit and their character.** 

*But since almost everywhere a petty, ugly pic- 
ture is shown," I went on complaining, ** since the pur- 
pose manifested by the Tsar is to be counteracted by 
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mistrust, indifference, open and secret resistance, the 
lofty work may fail . . 

Are you of so little faith ? . . . You ? • , • Such a 
declaration may be delayed. But can it be silenced? 
Never ! I myself, as I have made this journey through 
the cities of Europe, began to grow faint-hearted, but 
what I learned in Russia has restored my courage. 
The Emperor, I have faith to believe, now that he has 
put his hand to the plow, will draw the furrow, and his 
three ministers are with him in the matter. One is 
Kuiopatkin, the Minister of War, whose ambition it is 
to reduce armaments: the second is Witte, Minister 
of Finance; the third, Count Lamsdorff, pupil and 
fodlower of Giers, the efficient force in the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs. 

"As regards the questions to be discussed at the 
coming conference," continued Stead, "of course 
neither the Tsar nor any of his ministers thinks of 
disarmament in the literal meaning of the word ; such 
a proposition is not to be made at all. The practical 
purpose of the discussions is to bring about a cessa- 
tion of the ever-increasing preparations for war.** 

During his journey Stead had also visited Councilor 
von Bloch, author of the great work " War." This 
work is said to have made a marked impression on the 
Tsar, even when he was still crown prince, and very 
possibly it gave him the impulse to issue the rescript 
Upon Stead's asking him what results he expected 
from the conference, Bloch replied: 
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** In my opinion the most useful thing that can be 
done is for the conference, after its preliminary ses- 
sion, to appoint a committee of its ablest n^cmbers, 
who shall be intrusted with the duty of investigating 
the degree to which modem warfare under present 
social conditions has become practically impossible— 
impossible, that is to say, without hitherto unheard-of 
loss of life on the battlefield, absolute destruction of 
the social structure, inevitable bankruptcy, and threat- 
ening revolution.** 

Stead proceeded from Vienna to Rome, where he 
heard that he might expect some encouraging words 
from the Pope, all the more as Leo XIII had already 
many times expressed himself in sympathy with the 
peace cause. He did not, however, succeed in secur- 
ing an audience at the Vatican. 

The Russian Minister Muravieff also came to Vienna 
in the course of a journey he was making through 
Europe, and he remained there two or three days in 
order to hold conferences at court and with the minis- 
ters, just as he had done in other capitals, and to get 
a personal notion as to what reception the rescript had 
met with ; also under what premises the rulers would 
be ready to send delegates, to the conference. 

I requested an interview with the Minister, and he 
sent me word by return mail that he would be glad 
to receive me the following forenoon at the Russian 
Embassy, where he was slaying. 
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We had scarcely entered the drawing-room (my hus- 
band accompanied me) when Count Muravieff came 
in by another door. He was of medium height, wore a 
gray mustache, and had a round, kindly face. In spite 

of a certain coldness and dignity he appeared sympa- 
thetic. Like ail Russian grands seigneurs^ he showed 
the most gracious courtesy and spoke feiultless French. 
It gave him infinite pleasure, he said as he greeted 
me, to make the personal acquaintance of so zealous a 
champion of the idea for which the Tsar and his govern- 
ment had now enlisted as apostles, — an idea which he 
confidently hoped would gradually conquer the world. 

On my return home, after a conversation which 
lasted almost an hour, I noted down the following 
utterances of the count in my diary: 

"It is not to be expected that the end will be reached 
in a short time. Think only of the Geneva Conven- 
tion ; that also took years before it became the com- 
prehensive organization that it is to-day. Only one 
step must be made at a time. For the present, the 
cessation of armaments is the first stage. It is not to 
be expected that the states will consent to complete 
disarmament, or even to a diminution of the contin- 
gent; but if we could reach a common halt in the 
*race to ruin,' that would be a fovorable begin- 
ning. Henceforth the endeavor must be made to 
put universal peace on a safe basis, for a war in the 
future is surely a thing of horror and of ruin, — 
really an impossible thing; to take care of the present 
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huge armies in the field is impracticable. The first 
result of a war w^ed between the great powers will 
be starvation. . . . 

I detected the echo of Bloch's doctrine in those last 
words* and that justifies the assumption that the work 
of the Russian councilor had helped to give the im- 
pulse to the drawing up of the rescript. Only Bloch 
had added to the word " starvation " two others, " revo- 
lution " and anarchy.'' 

From what Muravieff told us of his journey through 
Europe, it was evident that his presence and interven- 
tion had as a result the blunting of the edge of the 
Fashoda conflict From his conferences with the dif- 
ferent sovereigns he had evidently become convinced 
that there was no inclination at present to adopt any 
measures toward the reduction of armies, or to accept 
the principle that war and the military establishment 
should be done away with, and that, in face of this 
difficulty, a basis must be found on which the first 
step,— stopping the increase in armaments, — might 
be taken in common. ^'It cannot be expected,** he said, 
"that at this very first conference the great final object 
will be attained." 

" It would be sufficient " I remarked, ** if the powers 
would make an agreement not to wage any war in the 
next twenty, or even in the next ten, years.'* 

"Twenty years — ten years! I/ous alLez trop vite^ 
madame. We could be satisfied if such an agreement 
were entered into for three years. But I believe even 
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that will not be demanded. First and foremost there 
must be a pledge not to increase the contingents or 
make any new purchases of instruments of destruc- 
tion* The constant demands for more money always 
mean a conflict between the ministers of war and the 
ministers of hnance." 

"They ought to appoint ministers of peace," said 
my husband, interrupting. 

" Ministers of peace ? '* he repeated thoughtfully. 
" Well, yes, courts of arbitration, national tribunals — " 
And he began to talk with great practical knowledge 
about all the postulates of the peace movement 

"In my youth," he told us, "when the movement 
was in its infancy, — I was then an attache in Stock- 
holm, — I enrolled myself as a member of the League.** 

I gave him some details as to the condition and prog- 
ress of the movement. Much of what I told him he 
already knew. The names of the prominent representa- 
tives whom I mentioned were familiar to him. He spoke 
first of Egidy. I handed him Houzeau-Descamps's 
pamphlet, with a few appeals and articles. He asked 
me to keep him informed as to the course of events. 

When at the end I expressed my delight at being 
able to press tlie hand that had written that epoch- 
making manifesto, he replied, "/^ tiy suis pour rim; its 
only author is my august sovereign.'* 

The Spanish-American treaty of peace was signed 
in Paris. Our colleague, £mile Amaud, addressed to 
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the commission that was intrusted with this transac- 
tion a memorial, in which, among other things, it was 
suggested that a way should be made for establish- 
ing a Spanish-American arbitration treaty. The follow- 
ing reply was received from the chairman ot the 
Spanish Commission: 

My dear Sir : 

T am in receipt of your valued letter of the fourth instant, in whidl 
you do me the honor of communicating to me tiie resolutions of the 
Turin Meeting; of Delegates. The de^^ires of the commission of which 
I am chairman, as well as my own personal feelings, are in full 
agreement with the ends so nobly pursued by the Peace League. All 
right-thinking men, whose souls are elevated above the oontiicts aris- 
ing from the passions and interests of colonial politics, are to-day at 
one in recognizing the necessity of settling controversies between 
nations by the only means worthy of reasonable and free beings. 
Our commission has been, and will continue to be, inspired by these 
ideas, and if these noble endeavors fail, it will not be our fault I 
thank you infinitely for the amiable offers which 70U make in the 
name of the Peace League^ and remain 

Yoius most respectfully, 

Montexo Rios 

The Dreyfus affair is settling down more and more 
to a forlorn hope ; the military system is fighting for 
its threatened authority. With it all one thing that is 
good has taken place, namely, the union of the intellec- 
tual class with the laboring men. 

General Turr had an audience with King Humbert, 
Apropos of the conference called by the Tsar, he spoke 
of the necessity of combining the Zwetdund with the 
Dreibund^ and forming a European confederation. I 
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wrote in my diary, together with this bit of informa- 
tion, " This fact deserves to be noted." 

I find a very sad entry under date of December 30: 
Egidy dead ! 

Early yesterday, on his return from a lecture tour, 
he succumbed to an acute heart trouble. That is all I 

know as yet; I only know that a gap is made in my 
life, for I have had a warm love for this noble man, 
and have looked up to him in grateful admiration. His 
influence will continue, but what he would have yet 
done and accomplished with the magical power of his 
personality — that is lost Moritz von Egidy, farewell 1 
Some time afterwards I received the following letter 

from his son : ^ 

My dear Baroness- Marine School, Kid, Mardi 17, 1899 

Pardon me for my long delay in thanking you for the Febniaiy 
number of your periodical; mm the receipt of a second copy Impels 
me to write to you at once. 

* It was not his first letter to me. A few months before, young Egidy sur- 
prised and delighted me with the foUowing communication from a distant 

part of the world : ^ . , . ^ .., « ^, 

On his Majesty*! ship SeeadUr 

My dear BaroncM : Madagascar, April so. 1898 

As the first GemiMI DSVal officer who, since the war of t5?7o, has left a war ship to 

Step on soil now Fiendi, I un taking the liberty of sending you this respectful greeting. 
No great poUtkal action has brought us hither, but die fact tfwt German ships of 

war are again calling at French harbors is symptooiatie^ and will oeitsinty be weloooMd 

by you \v;;h satisfaction ; tbeRfofc I oould not deagr nyaelf the plessan of gMng yen 

diis bit of information. 

X am glad, gracious lady, to tak« liUs opportnniQr to «]q>rest to you a son's giatHnde 

for the tius ooamdcsUn wUch ]pon have gfven wcf fiidieF{ I know how pffscions it hia 

been to him anti how thankfully he has accepted it. 

With the request that you present my sinccrcst regards to your husband, I am 

Yours roost respectfully and faithfully 

Moite VQQ SgMTt litoleBflit St S«» 
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What a comforting expression yoii have found for your loss and 
ours in those words, "The consciousness that an I'-gidy was here";* 
truly and with all my heart 1 thank you for those words; they are 
worth infinitely more to me than many, many words, dear and well 
meant though they might be, because — this may sound far enough 
from altruistic, but nevertheless is not to remain unspoken — because 
they aniiiiate a thought which lay in my mind but which I had not 
yet found any expression for. I do not know whether you know this 
immediate feeling of thankfulness which comes over one in such a 
case, and which I should like to make you understand. 

Ail the more I am sorry to be obliged to tell you that you ia,vt 
been misinformed about father's funeral, particularly because the 
information is so entire^ oontraxy to father's spiiit There is a lack 
of recognition of the coungeoiUy magnaiumous act of the priest, 
Court Chaplain Rogge, who appears in a wholly false light, from the 
fact that he is only mentioned on the occasion iriien, in accordance 
with the ritual of our Church (in which father was still a member in 
spite of everything), he pronounced the blessing. 

Yes, indeed, it was a couraigeous act for a royal Prussian court 
diaplain, who, perhaps, the very next day praacbed before the Em- 
peror in the Potsdam Garrison church, to say such words as you will 
find in die February number of FmMmti^, and the impression of 
this fine act of fab oa the assembly was quite extraordinary, as was 
openly acknowledged by men who, perhaps for the first time In 
dosens of ytan, were fistemng again to a minister, and who had 
come there in the secret apprefaensbn of having their feelhig» of love 
for my father hurt m some way. 

Yes, the long way to the grave ; but stiD it infused such a fiim, 

* The passage from my eulogy here referred to ran thus : 

The consciousness that an Egidy was here was such a comforting, strengthening, 
JoyowcoMdowmew. We liaJ Mm ; tfrfa poi mri oa iwalUtedic p oi M t d on of « check 

book. If ever assistance, consolation, support were required in a spiritiial campaign, 
in an ethical dilemma, all one had to do wa9 to produce the check book ; Egidy was 
certain to honor it instantly. Always the nght word, the unhesitating opinion, nobtli^ 
pure of dfOM. Bfca if Ifaent were heud on dl tides* "Tte woild is twd, every one 
tiiinks only of himsell^ Aen is no imptmcment, there are no clear notions of duty, no 
straight paths of virtue," we could ahiqFS nik cabnl^ and my to 0unebna,^Tbat it 
not true; there it aa Sgidy here.'* 
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steadfast trust into our hearts as I escorted my splendid mother 
along; our eyes were constantly attracted by the dazzlini; \shite heron 
plume on the fur hussar cap as it nodded in front of us, keeping time 
to the step of the bearers ; the white plume, pointing upward, seemed 
to us a symbol in the falling shadows of the evening. You know his 
motto : " Forward 1 upward ! " 

Espcdally interesting to me was the news on page 6i about the 
resolution of the organized English workin^^^men ; for you see on the 
very evening before I got the book I had quite a long discussion \v\ih 
the professor who lectures for us on history' here at the Academy. 
He asserts that, in consequence of the English election law, the pre- 
dominant ix>wer in parliament will mure and more pnss over to the 
side of the masses, i.e. the workinL^incn ; and herein, he says, lies 
the chief danger for peace, f ir the instinct of the masses is always 
directed to war, especially in England, where the people s heads are 
turned by their imperialistic notions, joined with an ever more and 
more pronounced national conceit. A more striking answer to this 
assertion than the so-called resolution i can scarcely imagine. 

Have I already told you, Baroness, that I presented " Marma- 
duke " (in English text) to a French officer, with the dedication CM 
sauvaur [de\ nos idees qui se rencontraient^ — and that, too, after a 
speech cm the AlUatw/ranahalkmandi^ which was made in the 
presence of French army and navy offioersy officialsi and merchants, 
at four o'ckx:k in the morning, if you please, in our wardroom, on 
the Seeadkr^ and not tong before Fashoda, when the Russian friend' 
ship was still veiy wann. The affair is noteworthy, for the resaoin 
that the Frenchman is usually, in a large company, quite extraordi- 
narily careful and reserved. Moreover, the speech was made by a 
French phyakaan who was on the expeditkm with Marchand when 
kick of support from his reserve stations compelled him to return. 
It was known quite accurately in Madagascar at that time, April, 
1898, that a French expeditkm must have arrived at the Nile or 
wouM soon arrive there, and every day the news of it was e xpe cte d . 

Remember me kindly to your husband, and I kiss your hand as 

Your very devoted 

Morxts von EgUy 
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Emperor Nicholas regarding the reception of his rescript • Discourage- 
ment in St. I'elersburg • Stead s project for a peace crusade Count Mura- 
vieff's second circular • The wedge driven into the peace qu^tion • The 
genend conoeption and our oonoepdon • Journey to BerUn - Oiten-Sacken • 
Fonnatkm of an inf onnatioa committee • Letter from Bebd * Service io 
honor of Egidy * Trip to Nice • Meeting ^th Madame Adam • Monaieur 
Catmse • A notewoftfay Dreyfus lemimaoenoe • My lecture > Madame 
Bashkiitaeff • Trip to Guinea for a lecture ■ Luden Murat'a visit • Return 
to Hannannsdorf • Conespoadenoe with Bloch, Sdpiane Boighese, and 
D*EstoumeUea de Constant • Letters fxom Hodgson Pratt and £lie Dtt* 
commun • A plan of action suggested by Henri Dunant 

STEAD told me that the Emperor Nicholas, in 
speaking to him of his circular, had said: 
** Have I had a single letter, or has a single person 
ever represented to me that I exaggerate the danger? 
Not one ! they all agree that 1 have spoken the truth. 
* But,' they ask me, * what do you propose as a preven- 
tive?* As if it were my affair and mine alone to pre- 
scribe a remedy for a disease from which all the nations 
are suffering 1 " 

Even on the peoples* side there was not that enthu- 
siasm which the author of the rescript might have ex- 
pected. " How diminish the burdens that rest so heavily 
on the shoulders of the people ? he cries to his fellow- 
rulers, and he begs them to seek some means to avoid 
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the evil that threatens the whole world. And what is 
the answer to it? The masses to whom the Emperor 
specially appealed remained indifferent Although the 
threat of war between France and England seemed to 
be dispelled, the preparations were continued unabated 
on both sides. The German Emperor, on his return * 
from his journey to Jerusalem, immediately insisted 
on increasing his army by twenty-six thousand men. 

In St. Petersburg a feeling of deep discouragement 
prevailed By the beginning of December the disap- 
pointment was so great that the authorities almost 
decided to give up the project and call instead a con- 
ference of ambassadors in that capital 

But the world had, after all, not remained so indif- 
ferent. In England mass meetings were held in behalf 
of the projected Conference. William T. Stead pro- 
posed the scheme of an international peace crusade^ 
The peace societies of the Continent gave a mighty 
response; thus, for example, in Austria our Union pro- 
vided for participation in that action by means of as- 
semblies and public demonstrations* and for many 
weeks in succession the ** International Peace Crusade " 
formed a standing rubric in the Neue Frcie Presse and 
the Neuis Wiener Tagblatt, In the same way the 
peace workers were bestirring themselves in other 
countries. 

By this means, as well as through the influence of a 
few resolute members of the Russian government, the 
hope of success was again awakened in St Petersburg, 
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and the half-fonned detennination to substitute a sim- 
ple gathering of ambassadors in place of the Confer- 
ence was dropped; on the sixteenth of January a 
second circular was dispatched by Count MuraviefE^ 
once more inviting the governments to participate in 
the Conference as planned, and ** suggesting " a pro- 
gramme of eight points: 

I. An agreement not to increase^ during a fixed period, the pcet- 
ent strength of the aimed mOitaiy and naval foroea, nor the budgets 
pertabuqg diereto^ and a prduninaiy wrammation of the means fay 
which a reduction might be effected in future in the forces and 
budgets above mentioned. 

a. To prohibit the adoption, m the aimies and fieetSi of any neir 
land of firearms and eiploiivea, or of ai^ kinds of powder more 
poweiftti than those now ui use either for rifles or cannon. 

3. To restrict the use of the fonmdable explosives now existh^ 
and to prohSiit die thrown^ of projectOes or explosives ol any land 
from ballooDS or by sindiar meana. 

4. To prohibit the use, in naval waitoe, of submarine torpedo 
boats or plungers, or other similar engines of destruction, and to 
adopt an agreement not to construct, in the future, vessels with rams. 

5. To apply to naval warfare the definitions of the Geneva Con< 
vention of 1864 as amended by the additional articles of 1868. 

6. To neutralize, in accordance with the same convention, ships 
and boats ciigaged in saving liiosc iu dajigei of drowning dunng or 
after an engagement. 

7. To revise the declaration concerning the laws and customs of 
war which was elaborated in 1874 by the Conference of Brussels but 
has remained unratified to the present time. 

8. To accept in principle the employrTient of the "good offices" 
of mediation and optional arbitration in cases lending themselves 
thereto, with the object of preventing armed conflicts between nations ; 
and to come to an understanding with respect to the mode of apply- 
ing these good o&ces, and to establish a uniform practice in using them. 

227 



Digitized by Google 



RECORDS OF AN EVENTFUL UFE 



It is understood that ^11 questions concerning the political relations 
of states and the order of things established by treaties, and, in gen- 
eral, aU questions which do not directly fall within the programme 
adopted by the cabinets, are to be absohitdy eicludcd from the 
delibenuions ol the oonfereooe. 

When the text of the second circular is compared with 

the first, it can be seen how much water had been 
poured into the fiery wine that was first offered to the 
world. In the first document there is no trace of points 
3-7. Only in points I and 8 are the fundamental 
thoughts preserved. The other six points were evi- 
dently inserted as a result of the replies* recommendar 
tions, and opinions that Count MuraviefiF had gathered 
in his journey through Europe, and perhaps also from 
personal letters emanating from the various courts. 

In the press, also» numerous utterances had declared 
that the only reasonable and positive result which 
could be attained by the Conference was to be found 
in modifying the regulations of war and in the domain 
of the Red Cross. Here even those who were not op- 
ponents of war and militarism would be able and will- 
ing to cooperate. Out of diplomatic consideration for 
such persons the six points in question were inserted. 
The ^unous military surgeon Professor Esmarch, a 
brother-in-law of the German Empress, worked espe- 
cially hard for the Red Cross at the Conference. 

By this introduction of questions concerning military 
customs and the humanizing of war into the delibera- 
tions of the Peace Conference, a wedge (surely not 
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without purpose) was driven into it calculated to rob it 

of its individual character. That was distinctly shown 
in the Second Hague Conference, in 1907. 

But I will not anticipate the historic evolution of 
things. For the time being I will confine myself .to the 
year 1899, the last year of the departing century. 

The conference was called ; the date of its opening 
was set Points i and 8 of the programme contained 
in essence everything that a complete revolution in 
accordance with the opinions of the peace champions 
could involve; and I remember that we — I mean my 
husband and myself and all our colleagues — faced the 
event, when it was announced, as one would face a 
momentous crisis full of promise, or rather already 
fulfilled. I was conscious of this historic phenomenon 
not merely as something that was taking place in the 
world without, but as my own inmost experience, as 
altogether a phase of my personal destiny. And I 
regarded it as the one important thing.** 

The skeptics of that day shrugged their shoulders 
at this notion, and even the wuse ones of to-day would 
laigely smile at it Certainly, they might say, universal 
peace has not resulted from the Hague Conference; 
on the contrary, horrible wars followed it, and since 
it was called and repeated, the rivalry in increasing 
armaments has gone on with accelerating strength. 

It is hard to make headway against such naive 
arguments when they are based on succession of 
events rather than on their connection and their 
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causes. There are minds on the chessboard of society 
which absolutely cannot see farther than from one 
square, from one move, to the next 

Assuredly, for the great majority the whole mat- 
ter was something so novel, so unprecedented, so un- 
expected, and it was so unapproachable by familiar 
paths of thought and feeling, that the widespread mis- 
conception of it was quite natural. For the rest of us, 
who for years had been concentrating our labor, our 
thought, and our desires on this field, for us who had 
traced its origins and seen the bright-shining goal 
clearly outlined before us, for us it was just as natural 
to realize that the new epoch — the warless day, d'h^ 
sans violence^ as Egidy used to call it— had already 
come when the first steps toward its practical inaugu- 
ration were taken so publicly. 

In January, 1899, my husband and I went to Berlin 
to work there in behalf of the crusade, or at least to 
arrange for a meeting in behalf of the coming Confer- 
ence. Our first call was on the Russian ambassador, 
Osten-Sacken. It was remarkable, but we found that 

he was no enthusiast for the affair inaugurated by his 
augusie tnaiire; his wile also showed herself rather 
skeptical 

I addressed notes of invitation to the various leaders 

of political and scientific circles of Berlin to meet for 
a discussion. Many of the gentlemen responded to my 
call, and after a very interesting debate a committee 
was formed to take charge of public demonstrations 
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in feivor of the Peace Conference, Unfortunately, my 
diary of that period was not kept up, and I cannot 

mention by name all those who responded to my invi- 
tation and suggestion, or who declined it I remember 
only that the deputies, Theodor Barth and Professor 
Forster, — the latter also director of the observatory, 
— were among the first group ; that General du Verdy 
wrote a very sympathetic letter, and that Bebel replied 
with the following interesting note, which is still in 
my possession : 

BerUn, Januaiy 31, 1S99 

Dear Madam: 

You had the <^'»*'***fy to invite me to caO last Sunday. Unfoituo 
nately, I «as unable to respond to your desiie, because the letter did 
not tdl me wiioe you were, and I was unable to kani vntfl it was 
too late. 

Permit me herewith to add a few words regarding my position on 
the question of the Russian Emperor's peace manifesto, since I may 
take it for granted that I have to attribute to tliis matter the honor 

of your letter. 

The Social- Democratic party is sympathetically disposed toward 
the thought that underlies the manifesto. Up to the present time it 
hiLS been Ihc only party tiiat has opposed tlie development of mili- 
tarism in almost the same words as the Russian Kmjjeror's ; it has 
been alone and consistent in upholding the idea of n ation d l ii thcr- 
hood for the purpose of promoting the common mterests uf mankind. 

The fact that now the sovereign of an empire like Russia, whose 
policy hitherto has demanded militarism first of all and made it 
necessary, should at this time appear as its opponent, is highly n ote- 
wurthy, but cannot prevent us from looking ufX)n the action with a 
certain distrust until it is proved by corresponding deeds that this is 
unjustified. The calhni^' of the Conference, with the familiar pro- 
gramme lately published, is not as yet sufficient. 

Moreover, there are at all events very important internal political 
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reatoiift diat have incited the Russian government to undertake the 
advocacy of the imperial plan, which otherwise would scarcely have 
happened. Even an absolute autocrat is not supremely powerful 

For the reason here briefly summarized, the Social- Democratic 
parly is somewhat oool toward an agitation in behalf of the Emperor's 
manifesto ; it cannot by a heart-and-soul participation in this agitation 
undertake the responsibility for what will be said and done towards 
the aooqitanoe and gkMrificatbn ol Emperor's manifesto. If 
representatives of the party should then wish to protest, this would 
only cause discoid, whidi vroukl be detrimental to the cause itsdf • 

I believe^ Aerefore, tliat it is in the interest of bodi sides to mardi 
in separate columns in this campaign, and to aOow each tendenqr to 
advocate its special standpoint mdependently. 

Withgntrapect, 

While we were in Berlin a great service in honor of 

Egidy was held (January 29). It was inspiring and 
elevating. 

The next day there was a puhlic meeting called 
by the Berlin Peace Society, at which Dr. Hirsch, 

Schmidt-Cabanis the writer, and I made addresses. 

In response to an invitation from the Countess 
GuFOwska we went from Berlin for a fortnight's visit 
at Chateau Montboron in Nice. I was to speak both 
at Cannes and at Nice about the approaching confer- 
ence. We were met at the railway station at Nice by 
our hostess's husband and General Tiirr. It was just at 
the time of the great carnival, and the two gentlemen 
took us to the city hall, where we had a fine view of 
the battle of flowers. The following day we were again 
invited to the city hall to witness the burning of Prince 
Carnival, a figure constructed of straw. 
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The reception rooms of the hall were crowded with 

distinguished guests, and among others I met Madame 
Juliette Adam. " You must come to-morrow to the 
Baioness's lecture," said a gentleman of our group to 
her. "To a lecture on peace ? I ? " cried the editor of 
La NouvelLe Revue. " Certainly not, I am for war." I 
was drawn into a discussion with her, in which I de- 
fended my side in a low voice» she hers in a wrathful 
tone well suited to the subject discussed. 

The same evening I made the acquaintance of a 
very sympathetic Frenchman, M. Catusse, who had 
just been appointed consul general for France in 
Sweden. He proved to be a warm fellow-champion. 
Our conversation — as was the case with almost all * 
conversations at that time — turned upon the Affedrt. 
And then he told me the following: His wife kept a 
diary. On one page in it, during the year 1894, it 
was noted that an officer who had been sitting next 
her at a banquet, and who had followed the trial and 
had the day before been present at the degradation of 
Alfred Dreyfus, said to her after dinner, Hicr nous 
avons condamtu un innocent (" Yesterday we punished 
an innocent man"). 

My lecture, which I delivered under the chairman- 
ship of General Tiirr, won me enthusiastic applause 
from a very laige cosmopolitan audience. Many of the 
Russians who were present asked to be presented to 
me in order to express their appreciation ; among others 
an elderly lady clad in deep mourning, who announced 
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that she was the mother ot Marie Bashkirtse£F, that 
jroung genius who died so prematurely. 

The next day I saw her in her own home, and found 
that it was a sort of memorial temple to the departed ; 
on all the walls there was nothing but pictures painted 
by Marie Bashkirtse£F, or representing Marie herself at 

all periods of her life and in the most varying phases, 
always full of beauty and charm. Neither could the 
sorrowful mother speak of an3rthing else than of her 
famous daughter. 

A few days later I gave a lecture in Cannes. Lunch- 
eon on the Arch€ de Noe; Italian singers on board; 
magnificent weather; guests Count Rochechouart, the 
mayor, the president of the Nautical Qub, TUrr, and 
another gentleman — I do not remember his name — 
with a brutal face. The table talk turns on Dreyfus. 

I do not admit," says Count Rochechouart, **that 
seven officers condemned a comrade without being 
certain of their position." 

The Mayor: Other people, not knowing the cir^ 
cumstances, have no right to express an opinion." 

The Nautical President: "A dozen bullets ought to 
have been sent through his body.'* 

Rochechouart : I belong to only one league — it is 
impossible to be of another — D^roulfedeV 

The Brutal Man: "Obviously; I should like to see 
you being anything else." 

So these are my fellow-banqueters before a lecture 
on peacel 
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The lecture fell very flat The hall was pretty empty. 
No enthusiasm. I have not often made such a miser- 
able speech. After the lecture, which ended about four 
o'clock in the afternoon, we took a walk through the 
wonderful city of gardens. 

In Nice we were rejoiced hy a call which brought 
back sweet recollections of the beautiful days in the 
Caucasus. I read in the local newspaper that Prince 
Lucien Murat and his wife, bom Princesse de Rohan, 
had come to make a visit to the Empress Eugenie in 
neighboring Cimiez. I immediately wrote a note to my 
former little German pupil to tell him that we were 
near at hand. The next day the young couple came to 
see us. One cloud only darkened the delight of the re- 
union, namely, the tragic death of Prince Achiiie Murat, 
Lucien*s father. The incident was not mentioned. 



On our return to Harmannsdorf our days were filled 
with preparations for the journey to The Hague; I 
wrote numerous articles and sent letters to all points 
of die compass. I had buried myself in Bloch's great 

work and had written him about it. In reply I received 
the following letter : 

_ . , ^. Waisaw, April 8, 1S99 

My dear Baroness t » «~ » 

Heartiest thanks for your kind lines. The service ascribed to me 
is, however, onlv the result of the movement ap;amst war which has 
been going on, and in which you personally, gracious Baroness, have 
taken such an important part ; and I must bear witness that your 
personal talent, in my opinion, has accomplished more than aii tech- 
nical arguments can possibly accomplish. 
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Unfortunately I could not write you sooner because I had an 
unusual task to finish. Unfortunately, also, I am still so very busy 
that I can only send a sketch in place of the desired programme. 

In my opinion it wouki be best for an agitation to be made, to 
the end that the Conference in plena, or that single stales, should 
inaugurate an investigation as to the possibility of carrying through 
a great war. 

At this moment the goverr.n .cnts are not humble enough, public 
opinion is not as yet ripe enough, to be able to obtain results from 
thti ( inference. It would be much more practical if the sessions could 
be postponed until autumn, so as to let the separate states have time 
for arranging investigations and preparing public opinion. 

I will at all events endeavor to meet you so as to talk the matter 
over more in detail. I shall be in London about the fourteenth, at 
Hotel Cecil, and shall be at the Grand Hdtel in Paris toward the dg|ht- 
eenth, and there I expect to remain about a fortnight. 

I will do my best to promote matters in the direction indicated. 

It is impossible for me to predict to-day whether I shall be able to 
get to Scheveningen. At any rate I shall take the Uberty of writing 
you in regard to this, and one of the pnndpal motives of my desire 
to be there would be to have the opportunity of becoming better 
acquainted with you. 

With genuine loyalty and respect 

J. Bloch 

I also asked Prince Scipione Borghese to come to 

The Hague, as I had just been informed that he had 
come out in favor of the peace cause. He wrote back : 

My dear Madam • Felice Scovoio, Lago di Garda, April 20, 1899 

Your pleasant letter, which I am very late in answering, Jias excited 
our desires more than you would believe possible. To ipend some 
time with you and un du ki^-Ufe ^at^SquCj dosefy following 
the work of this Conference, which is without contradiction one of tiie 
culminatiqg facts of die histoiy of our century, seems to us a ddidous 
dream* 

236 



Digitized by Google 



BEFORE THE HAGUE 



Unhappily your interesting invitation will preserve all the beauty of 
a dream, which is always somewhat melancholy because of its un- 
reality. The marriage of my youngest sister to Cnunt Hoyos, which 
is to be celebrated toward the end of May in the depths of Hungary, 
calls lis in that direction, and up to that time I am kept here by the 
c.irn iiig out of a social aucl agrarian transformation in which I am 
enonnously mterested and which keeps me at its beck and call. 

As for the Conference, the idea of which is in itself so beautiful 
and its convocation such a great victory, I hope that the good will of 
certain governments may compensate for the ill will of so many others, 
and that the whole thing will not remain in the reahn of ideas but will 
give us some practical fruits. . . . 

You will find in our two Italian del^ates. Count N^ra and Count 
Zanini, two channing men who are personally vciy well disposed. 

Sinoeidy yours 

Sc^Kooe Bofgfaese 

I received from Paris the subjoined letter, from one 
who was quite unknown to me. It was the first step of 
an animated intercourse both epistolary and personal, 

— 1 may say of a faithful friendship and collaboration 
which has not yet ceased to ally me with the author, 
the most successful peace worker in France. 

My dear Madam: Pans. April xo, ,899 

Since I have abandoned diplomacy to enter Parliament^ I have be- 
gun to publish in the Ji€vue da deux mandes a series ol studies on tiie 
precarious state of Europe and on the necessity imposed on aU civi- 
liaed states of unitiiigin behalf of progress and of war on evil These 
studies, the first dated April i, 1896, the second July 19, 1897, will 
shortly be brought to a dose by a thud part, m whicfa international 
arUtxiidon and rdative disarmament are brought forward as the 
oondusion. 

My nornhntion as one of the Frendi ddegates to The Hsgue will 
prevent me from finishing this bng work, though at the same time 
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permittiiig me to make it more uiuted. I perceive, in fact, that I atfll 
i^uire many indispenaaUe data not found in books. Fteriupa I miglit 

obtain them by addressing m3rself to your kindness of heart, since you 
allow none of the manifestations of public opinkm regarding imiversal 

peace to escape you. 

This is the question that preoccupies me : Is popular sentiment in 
Austrui-Hunf^ary generally and personally hostile to war? No one 
can know that, but slill one may ha\'e an impression. What is yours ? 

If in each country in the world a like opinion, not in the clouds 
but well thought out, could be obtained, with what force it could and 
should weigh on the governments and consequently on their delegates 
at the Conference. 

Please accept, madam, the very respectful admiration of a French- 
man who, without knowing you, is devoted to you. 

D'Estoumelles de Constant 

In my reply to this letter I brought up the hin- 
drances which, through the apathetic and sometimes 
hostile opinions of influential persons and of the 
masses, were blocking the work of the Conference. 

From this point of view I pleaded for a continuity 
of the international conferences ; for, while I expected 
everything from the development of the movement as 
already started, certainly not much was to be expected 
from this first session, made up as it was of at least as 
many doubters and opponents as adherents. There- 
upon Baron d'Estoumelles wrote me a long letter, from 
which I translate the following passage : 

I am oompletdy in aooord with you, gndsm lady,oiUy I am some- 
what more optimistic than you are with*r^gaid to the results of the 
Conference. I believe, and the more I think it over the more I be- 
lieve, that the Conference cannot help doing some good — move than 
is expected of it The members will fed the revektion of the living 
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worid, the wishes of humanity, and the nearness of the terrible 
dangos that threaten Europe. 

None of the governments repteaented at The Hague win be wiD- 
ing to expose themselves to the unpopularity, the dissatisfaction, the 
ridicule, of the people, which would be evoked by a failure or a 
vrretched, disappointing result. 

Therefore, voluntarily or involuntarily, some good win be accom> 
plished, and, once on this path, it must be pursued to the end. It wiU 
be impossible, it wiH be dBi^geroiis» to hold bacL 

The pamphlet entitled " Perpetual Peace," by the 

Munich professor Von Stengel, came out. In this all 
the arguments of the opponents, all the glorification of 
war and of annaments^ that have ever been brought 
against the notion of peace are summed up, and there 
is added out-and-out derision of the approaching con- 
ference daydream. And the author of this pamphlet 
had been nominated by the German government as 
its representative at the Hague Conference! This 
aroused great consternation in our circles, and the 
German peace associations protested publicly. 

From Austria, Lammasch, professor of international 
law, and Count Welsersheimb» attached to the diplo- 
matic service, were appointed as delegates. The latter, 
hitherto a stranger to me, made me a call in order to 
secure facts relating to the peace movement 

On the eleventh of May I receiver! a telegram from 
Bloch. The desire to form a committee, consisting 
of political economists, military men, and politicians, 
which should institute and publish investigations con- 
cerning the presumable results of a future war between 
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the great powers, characterized the aim oL Bloch*s 
plans and action. He telegraphed : 

Shall reach The Hague the sixteenth. Hope to find room at your 
hotd. In case Conference at the beginning faib to institute serious 
investigation, plan to form a committee which shaU undertake this 
work. I have letters from Prussian generals which show that the 
idea is already ripe. I am ready to guarantee ihc expenses. It would 
be vers' desirable, using Vienna as a ici.dczvous. to secure a number 
of names of political economists and staiisiicians, and, if possible, of 
military men. I tiunk that, for execution of the plan, reporters on 
special divisions of my work, or independent workers, should be 
nominated, who subsequently should be coordinatinl through a central 
committee. Any oilier method, however, equally acceptable. 

Bloch. 

The twojgrand masters of the movement, Hodgson 
Pratt and Elie Ducommun, sent me the following let- 
ters before my departure for The Hague: 

Madame la Baxonne : Germain^jn-Uye [without date] 

I see from the newspapers that you are, as is most fitting, at The 
Hague. You are a witness of one of the greatest events of modem 
times, and I venture to write a few lines to congratulate you on the 
fact that you have been able to contribute to the bringing about ol 
this great event All changes in human affairs are m these days 
to the altpowerful influence of pubfk epimon; and you have pos* 
sessed special gifts and opportunities of contributing to the fonnation 
of that great power of opinion. The very fact of your being a wman, 
and of your being a member of the aristocracy in an essentially aris- 
tocratic and military nation, has powerful^ attracted attention in Con- 
tinental Europe by your writings and speeches. You have been able 
to speak and write with a special and personal experience not pos- 
sessed by die majority of ^e advocates of international unity and 
concord. To this work you have brought the great gifts of eloquence 
and ancere enthusiasm. God has blessed your efforts in enabling you 
to see at least some of the results of your devoted and unselfish work. 
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In such a moment it is alike a pleasure and a duty to give expres- 
sion to the feelings which, as a humble brother during many yean, I 
entertained in regard to your great scnn'ces with all my heart. 

I hoped to have said this to you liva voce at Bern a few weeks 
ago, and was much disappomted at not seeing you there. 1 regretted 
that the members of the commission did not see their way to the ap- 
pointment of two or three experts in the question of arbitration tri- 
bunals, and so forth, such as Mr. La Fontaine, and others. 

But doubtless there are delegates who will do all that is neoessaiy, 
and influence their colleagues by their knowledge and earnestness. It 
is a profound source of satisfaction to know that Sir Julian Pauncefote 
is taking part in the prooeedings ; no better man in our cause oouU 
have been sent. 

I desire to be heartily remembered to the Baron von Suttner; 
and remain with profound esteem. 

Yours truly 

Hodgson Pratt 

My dear Madam and dear Colleague: Bern, May lo, 1899 

You have caused me great joy in addressing to me your two lefe- 
ters, which I consider as the private diary of an apostle of peace, and 
which wc shall preserve with particular care because there will be 
found in them, in time to come, predous information. Many of our 
friends to whom I have communicated your impressions have got 
from reading them a confidence and a courage which they to some 
degree lacked. Continue, I b^ of you, to keep me informed in 
this way. 

The editing of the bimonthly correspondence will naturally de- 
mand the greatest prudence, and I shall find it difficult to make 
seiecddns from the reports of the press; your rgfUf^tteme/Ut itiimet 
will help me out of this difficult pass. 

You caimot believe how many inquiries for informatkm I receive 
to whidi I am obliged to reply immediately, carefully guarding my 
replies. It is a good sign, for it means that everjrwhere people are 
beginning to interest themselves in the questions that figure in the 
programme of The Hague; but the bad side of the medal is that, 
as I am obliged to remain at my post, ready at any give^ moment to 
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radiate from the center to the extremities whatever it may become 
necessary to communicate to the ^oups of peace at a given moment, 
I cannot bring to you at The Hague the support of my presence and 
my cfiurts. Each to his place 1 You fit admirably in yours, aod that 

is the main thing. 
Bon couragf ! 

Every good wish to M, de Suttner. T beg of you, and to the Other 

devoted p>eacc workers who may inquire for me occasionally. 

Your devoted and affectionate colleague ^ 

Ene Duoommun 



The founder of the Red Cross, Henri Dunant, gave 
me the following directions for the way we are travel- 
ing. Proof is shown therein that Henri Dunant desired 

from the Conference not the promotion of the work 
which he had established, but rather the establishment 
of a great new work,intemational justice. No longer was 
Red Cross** his rallying ciy, but ** White Banners.** 

My dear Baioness: May i6, 1899 

Pennit mc» madam, to insist veiy strong^ on what I consider a 
capital point, namely, the extreme importance of seeing die Coqgress 
pass an official, diplomatic resolution on the sufajeot of a Permanent 
D^hmaiu Commitsion fin MkHaium, In my letter ol the twelfth I 
called it a " Permanent Bureau on Mediation now the word ** Com- 
mission" is more suitable, and, too, it must not be confounded with 
the pennanent International Bureau ol Peace at Bero, which is a 
voluntaiy wodc and has no diplomatic missioii — that is to say, in 
the eyes of diplomacy it does not count 

AB our eflforts oug|)t to be concentrated on this special point, with- 
out concerning oursdves wiA the rest And for th», personal deal- 
ings on your part with the delegates are necessary. But in my 
opinion it is unportant to go no farther. Let them discuss the first 
seven artides of the official Russian prognunme as much as they 
please, and let us not meddle with it; do not dispute with them on 
this subject, for it would weaken die audMfity of your words. But^at 
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to Aitide 8 of nid pragmnme^ Muid fiim on Hie necessity, die 
uigaii^, the opportuneness, and even the courtesy toward his Majesty 
iSiic Taar, of a fonnal diplomatic decision of the Hague Conf erenoe^ 
In a ** reaoltttion" to be made obligatDiy by the aubaequcnt official 
ratification of aB civilised governments. Hint to the delegates that it 
would be deslmble that this resolution lekttve to Artide 8 should 
be distinct from all the others leblive to the first seven artides. 

1/Vhatever be the instnictions of their r e sp e cti ve governments, die 
delegates can always telsgnph or write their governments on this 
spedal pmnt^ either before or at moment of the dtacuasion of 
Article S, to ask for spectsl Instructioas relative to it Hiis was done 
duiii^ the Geneva Congress of 1S64, and many governments wired 
their delegates authorisation to s|gn the protocol of the convention. 
With much more reason they could authorise Ac signature of a 
**special resolution retotwe to Artide 8." 

To attain these ends. It is Important to talk the ddcgates over, to win 
them oneby one^ to astonish them by the moderation of our desires 
and thedefinitenessof whatwe widi. You alone, madam, are capable 
of doing this. The opportuniiy is unique; but let us keep within bounds. 
If this resohitkm is pasted, everything IS won* The future wHl de- 
velop an that we can desire ; but let us not hise oursdves in details. 

I was at Bruaids In 1874, when Prinoe Gortdiakoff cheated me 
out of my congress in favor of prisoners of war (under preparation 
for two years) by suppbnting it with a congress on the ** usages of 
war," swallowing up the prisoners and even die Geneva Convention I 
I suffered terribly at that time, for there was no result, and here for 
twenty-five years those deliberations taken in secret congress have 
remained a dead letter ! 

You know that Article 8 runs thus : 

The acceptance, in principle, of the use of good ofhces, mediation, 
and voluntary arbitration, in cases adapted to such means, with the 
object of preventing armed conflicts between oaLions ; an agreement 
as to the mode of applying these means; and the adoption of a 
unifonn practice in using them. 

I ami my dear Baroness, most respectfully yours 

H. Dunant 
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P.S. At some moment during tbe Congress — which will last a 
long time — could you not see the young Queen in order to explain 
aU tlib to her ? 

I. Artide 8 must be made the subject of a special resolution'' 
by the Hague Congress (a separate protocol). 

3. And on die subject ol dus special xesolution the Congress 
should tiy to find a diplomatic method of acting whidh shall pennit 
Holland to play die part whidi die Swiss Federsl C6undl plays for 
the Geneva Convention. It is a fine r61e» 

AfiiBtn do not proceed promptly in diplomacy. Hie Swiss Federsl 
C^nmdl convoked the govenunents by a dipkimatic mvitation dated 
June 6, 1864. But the recommendation signed by France went to 
die same states a few days later m June. 

Mr. Drouyn de Uiuys, Minister of Foreign ASatrs in Paris, and 
I had arrsnged that on April 22, 1864; and from that time the 
Swiss Federsl Council at Bern has had aH the protocols in its pos- 
sesoon. Only last year it received notices of assent to the Geneva 
Convention from the Transvaal, the Republic of Uruguay, Nicaragua, 
and Honduras; and that has been pendmg since 1864. Holland 
should play for the resoIuti«m " resulting from Artide 8 of tbe pro- 
gramme of the Congress the same rMe as die Swiss Federal Council 
does for the Convention. For diis purpose the delegates taken indi- 
viduaDy must be persuaded to separate the protocols ; one protocol 
for the first seven articles of the programme (or any other way, as 
th^ please) and an entirely separate and independent protocol for 
the ** resolution " proceediiig from Artide 8. 

And now, with minds keyed high, and with joyous 

hearts, we got ready to go to The Hague. 
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THE FIRST PEACE CONFERENCE AT 

THE HAGUE 

My Hap jc diary • Arrival • First interview ■ Stead's interviews with the 
Tsar and with Bulow • Our call on the Austrian delegation • Divine service 
in tlie Russian chapel • Opening session • Johann von Bloch • Party at 
Beaufort's • Yang-Vu and his wife • Baron d Lstournellcs • Leon Bour- 
geois ■ We give a dinner • Richet's call • Luncheon with Frau Moechdei * 
Aodreir D. White • Extract from Sttal*s opening speech • CaU on mir 
ambasndor's irife * Cbunt Coatantino Nigra * Reoeptioa at oowt • Lofd 
Aberdeen • Sit Julian Pauncefote • Bloch plans a aeriea of lectures • Plenary 
assembly of May 25 • The Rusrian, English, and American motions 

IN 1900 I published a comprehensive book^ in 
which I gathered together all the events of my 

sojourn at The Hague, all the reports regarding the 
proceedings, the text of the most important speeches, 
and the accurate statement of the various conventions. 
Those who may wish to have a detailed account of the 
character, the course of events, and the direct results 
of that historic assemblage I would refer to that pub- 
lication. Here I shall merely introduce my personal 
recollections; I shall copy in their original form ex- 
tracts from my private journal which I used and elab- 
orated for that book, of course excluding eveiything 
that was too confidential and therefore uninteresting. 

1 Dig Haager FrUdmdionftrenut T^gAmkMitUr^ Dresden und Leipcig^ 
£. Fienoo. ad edition, 1901. Price a marks. 
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At the same time I shall introduce minutes €i the 
proceedings and observations on world politics, for, if 
I am to give the history of my life conscientiously, these 
things require much space* They were not applied as 
accidental embroidery, but have been woven into tiie 

very fabric of my existence. Whatever has taken place 
either in behalf of the cause of peace or in opposition 
to it, anywhere in the world, — and especially what 
occurred in those days at The Hague, where the Con- 
ference was called together in the name of that cause, 
— was not a mere experience from without, it was an 
essential part of my life* 

May 1 6. Arrival at The Hague. The city steeped 
in the magic spring. Radiant sunshine. Lilac per- 
fumes in the cool air. Our rooms in the hotel all 
ready. Nine o'clock in the evening. We are still sit- 
ting in the dining-room. The correspondent of the 
Neues Wiener TagblaU is announced. Receive him 
and he takes his place at our table. He begins the 
interview with great liveliness : 

Have just been havmg a talk with the representa- 
tive of a first-class power. There seems to be no great 
doubt as to the prospective outcome, — amplification 
of the Geneva Convention — " 

"If nothing more than that should be accomplished, 
it would be an outrageous trick played on the hopes of 
the nations, and also a disappointment for the Tsar, 
whose wishes for an arbitral tribunal — " 
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The correspondent laughingly interrupted me: 

"We spoke about this also. Now that is simply 
childish. The states would not comply with a decision 
which did not please them.*' 

^ Such a case has never once occurred." 

" For the reason that, up to the present time, arbitra- 
tion has settled only trivialities ; but when vital ques- 
tions are concerned — " 

Forever and ever the time-worn arguments, I heard 
it come in its regular sequence, "the vital question,** 
although no one knows exactly what he means by 
it What, indeed, can these vital" concerns be that 
are best promoted by killing off men by the hundred 
thousand ? 

May 17. Stead arrived. Directly from St Peters- 
burg, where he had an audience with Nicholas II, 

lasting an hour and a half, and spoke quite candidly 
about Finland. The Tsar also empowered him to 
speak on the same theme — in favor of Finnish lib- 
erties — the next day in a public assembly. 

Stead also stopped over in Berlin on his way hither, 
and had a conversation with Billow, bringing up among 
other things the case of Professor Stengel and his anti- 
peace pamphlet Herr von Biilow at first denied that 
the professor had written the brochure, and was quite 
hot about it 

It is not true," he declared, it is pure invention.** 

" That cannot well be said, for the pamphiet is in its 
third edition. • . • ** 
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^ It was a simple lecture," the minister now opined, 
''delivered in a gathering of friends, and issued by the 

publisher behind the author's back." 

That is scarcely thinkable either; but this much is 
clear,— the pamphlet, if not its author, is disavowed 
The appointment had been made, it was claimed, with- 
out any knowledge of the lecture. And if that were 
the case, Herr von Stengel should have declined the 
appointment Any one who has publicly called an en* 
deavor a daydream does not proceed to take part in the 
dreaming. Suppose then the intention or the orders 
were to oppose it ! But even if these orders were not 
directly given, still it is melancholy that an opponent 
of the cause should be sent as a delegate. 

The Greiixes have arrived too. Felix Moscheles tells 
of the campaign of agitation which he and Stead have 
undertaken all through the English cities. He was one 
of the deputation that communicated the results of the 
crusade to the Russian ambassador, who had already 
been appointed to head the Russian delegation, Herr 
von Staal said to Moscheles: **The Conference is ad* 
mirably prepared for by these public demonstrations 
of the people's desire for peace. If I may be pardoned 
for using the vulgar phrase, yoits avez mis du /am 
dans nos hottest ^ 

In the afternoon a round of calls. When our carriage 
draws up before the Hotel Paulez, Count Welsersheimb 

1 This might be translated, " You have furnished us straw for our bricks." 
— Tramslator. 
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comes out and invites us up to his drawing-room, say- 
ing that the whole Austrian delegation is assembled 
there. In fact, the little room is filled with our fellow- 
countrymen, among them Herr von Merey, head of a 
division in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,— slender, 

aribtocratic, agreeable; Viktor von Khucpach /.u Ried, 
lieutenant colonel on the general staff; Count Soltys, 
commander; Professor Lammasch, abrupt but at the 
same time polite; Count Zichy not a delegate but 
Austrian ambassador at Munich. The conversation 
turns naturally on the Conference, I ha\ c the impres- 
sion that those present are filled with lively interest 
regarding this phenomenon "Conference," but an in- 
terest mingled with astonishment and skepticism, with 
an amazed and curious excitement, such as the marvels 
of nature seen for the first time are wont to arouse. 

May 1 8. The eighteenth of May, 1899! This is an 
epoch-making date in the history of the world As I 
write it down I am deeply impressed with this convic- 
tion. It is the first time, since history began to be 
written, that the representatives of the governments 
come together to find a means for securing a per- 
manent, genuine peace ** for the world. Whether or 
not this means will be found in the Conference that 
is to be opened to-day has nothing to do with the 
magnitude of the event In the endeavor lies the new 
direction I 

May 19. This is the way yesterday went: In the 
morning, divine service in the Russian chapel in 
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celebration of the Tsar's birthday. My Own and I 
were invited. The place is small and scarcely a hun- 
dred people were present, the men in gala uniform, the 
ladies in semi-informal dress. The high mass begins. 
The congregation, all standing, reverent and devout, 
follow it It seemed to me as if it were my part not 
to pray for Nicholas 11, but to address to him the 
petition: *'0 thou brave of heart, remain firm! Let 
not the ingratitude and the spite and the imbecility of 
the world penetrate to thee to disturb and paralyze; 
even if an attempt is made to belittle and misinterpret 
and even block thy work, remain firm 1 " 

The priest holds out the cross to be kissed: the 
mass is over. Now greetings and introductions are 
exchanged. I make the acquaintance of Minister 
Beaufort's wife. 

Drive to the opening session of the G>nference. Bril* 
liant sunshine. Numerous carnages proceed through 
the shaded avenues to the " House in the ^^'^ood," as 
if in a festive parade in the Prater or the Boi& At 
the grated gate a military guard of honor makes ^e 
customary salutes. I am the only woman permitted 
to be present 

What I experienced here was like the fulfillment of a 
lofty ambitious dream. ** Peace Conference I " For ten 
long years the words and the idea have been laughed 
to scorn; its advocates, feeble private persons^ are re- 
garded as ** Utopians ** (the favorite polite circumlocu* 
tioa for "crazy fellows"); and now, at the summons of 
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the most poweiful of the war lords, the representatives 

of all the sovereigns are gathering, and their assembly 
bears that very name, " Peace Conference," 
From the opening address of Minister Beaufort: 

By his iaiUative the liniperor of Russia has desired to fulfill the wish 
expressed by his predecessor, Alexander I, that all the rulers of 
Europe should come to aii understanding together, so as to live like 
brethren and to support one another mutually in their ne c essities. 

It seems to me that Nicholas II desired more than 

that ; the question does not affect so much the neces- 
sities of all rulers as those of all nation& The armar 
ments are burdensome to the nations, not to the rulers. 

The so-called dynastic interest lies more in military 
pomp and the prestige oi warlike power. 
And Beaufort again : 

The object of the Conference is to seek for means to put a limit to 
incessant armaments and alleviaie ihc heavy distress that weighs on 
the nations. The day oi the assembling of this Conference will be one 
of the most notable in the history of the dosing century. 

After Beau£ort*s speech Ambassador Staal is chosen 

president of the Conference. Then follow the other 
nommations; the whole piece oi business lasts only 
half an hour, — it was intended to be merely a formal 
opening ceremony. The first session is appointed for 
the twentieth, and at the same time it is announced 
that journalists will not be admitted to the delibera- 
tions. (Alas I) 

May 19, Bloch arrived. We greet each other like 
old friends, A man of sixty, with short-cropped, grizzly 
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beard, a bright, kindly expression, unconstrained, elegant 
manners, a thoroughly natural, simple mode of speech. 

I inquire of him as to the reception of his book by the 
Tsar. Bioch tells us the story, and the delegates and 
journalists in the drawing-room listen with interest: 

Yes, the Tsar has studied the work thoroughly. When he re- 
ceived me in audience, the maps and tables from the book lay spread 
out on the tables, and he had me carefully explain all the hgures and 
diagrams. 1 exi)laincd until I was tired out, but Nicholas 11 did not 
grow wean,' He kept asking new questions or throwmg in observations 
which testified to his deep appreciation and interest. " So fhis is the 
way the next war would develop," he saidj ''those would be the results, 
would they ? " 

The Ministry of War, to which a copy had to be submitted, furnished 
the Emperor with a report and voted to authorize its publication. In 
justifying its report it said : " Such a comprehensive and technical 
book will not be much read ; it is therefore far less dangerous than 
the Suttner novel, Z>U Waffen nUder. Inasmuch as the censor passed 
the latter, filoch's * War of the Future ' may a/ortiori be admitted." 

In the evening a party at Beaufort's. Like all par- 
ties in court or diplomatic circles, and yet so entirely 
different Something new has come into the world, 
namely, the officiail treatment of the theme ** Universal 
Peace," and that necessarily — being indeed the raism 
d^ktre of this reception — introduces the topic for gen- 
era! discussion. 

A question whicli very commonly scr\ cs to start the 
conversation is this; What do you expect from the 
Conference P This question was quite frequently put 
to me, or else* this: Are you not happy to see your 
hopes so realized? 
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Yes, very happy," I could answer truthfully enough; 
** I had not once hoped to see so much and that so 

speedily done." To the first question I had to reply 
that I expected from this Conference only that it would 
be a beginning, a first step, a foundation stone laid 

I am becoming acquainted with the majority of the 
participants, even with the delegate from China and 
his wife. He is at the same time ambassador to the 
court of Russia. 

** In St Petersburg I heard you much talked about" 
said Yang-Yu to me, through his interpreter, Lu 
Tseng-Tsiang ; "Count Muravieff told me about his 
with you.** 

The Chinese delegate's young wife wears her native 
costume, including an embroidered silk robe, a tiny 
cap on her head, and paper flowers on each side of 
her temples. She is a pretty young woman, yet quite 
of the type which you see on Chinese porcelain ; at 
the same time she is so heavily rouged that her face 
resembles a changeless enameled mask. She is very 
friendly and shakes hands vigorously with all who are 
presented to her. She is accompanied by her son, a 
lad oi twelve or thirteen, who speaks English and 
French and inteiprets for her. 

Meet many of the old friends, Descamps, Beemaert, 
Rahusen, and others. 

A stranger approaches me : Baroness, I am happy 
to meet you s^n." It is Baron d*Estoumelles. We 
have not met before, but our preceding correspondence 
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justifies the word " revoir." He is a genial man, with 
fine head» dark mustache, and diplomatic manners; we 
have a heart-to-heart conversation. His speech sparkles 
with witty observations, but a profound earnestness in- 
spires him for the Cause. 

At my request he introduces to me his chief, L6on 
Bourgeois. The former French Prime Minister is the 
youngest head of a delegation, and when seen among 
ail the white-haired ambassadors, veterans m diplo- 
macy, such as Staal, Miinster, Nigra, and Pauncefote, 
he with his black head resembles (as Stead says) a 
starling among sea gulls. 

M. Bourgeois tells me about Fr^d^ric Passy^ whom 
he has lately seen and talked with. Our doyen would 
gladly have come to The Hague, but he had to give it 
up on account of an eye trouble. He submitted to an 
operation in the hope that he might be able to come 
to the city of the Conference with restored eyesight; 
but Bourgeois says that the operation, although it 
was successful, has not been attended by so prompt 
a recovery as had been expected 

May 2a Again a round of calls. The drive through 
the streets of The Hague is exactly like going through 
a park. Not only in the bosch^ where the huis put at 
the service of the Conference stands, but everywhere 
are gigantic old trees; everywhere are green grass- 
plots; and everywhere, in this May time so rich in 
flowers, are heautl the lovely carols of the birds. Al< 
most every house has a garden, and houses for rent are 
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not to be seen; every house, built in the style of a 
villa or a small chateau, is the home of only one feimily. 
Of course this is true only of the aristocratic quarter, 
which surrounds the royal palace and leads from the 
squares where the best hotels, like Vieux Doelen and 
others, are situated, down to Scheveningen. 

Our drawing-room is always full of callers, and from 
early in the morning with mterviewers ; to-day, among 
others, the editors of the Frankfurter Zeiiung^ the 
Ako de Paris^ and Black and Wkiie. 

From Paris comes the new s tliat the operation on 
Frederic Passy has had such unfavorable consequences 
that not only is he suffering intolerable pain but even 
his life is in danger. Great consternation in our whole 
circle. Of all the living champions of peace Frederic 
Passy is without question the most loved and honored 
by all who know him and his work. 

At the first plenary session to-day Herr von Staal 
is to define in his address the goal and direction 
which his imperial master wishes the Conference to 
take. How regrettable that the press is excluded! 
The president's speech would be telegraphed this very 
day to all the newspapers in the world. 

May 21. Whitsunday. Dr.Trueblood from Boston 
arrived. He tells us that he knows for a certainty that 
the United States government has committed to its 
delegates a thoroughly formulated plan for a court 
of arbitration. 

A sculptor from Berlin, Loher is his name, shows 
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US the model of a peace memorial which he would like 
to exhibit at the Paris Exposition of 1900. Thus in 
new regions^ in fonns more and more varied, the new 
ideal is cherished. 

At the same time, to be sure, how deeply rooted, how 
mighty is the old ideal still, that of war, — eveiywhere 
prevalent, even among those attending tiiis Confer* 
ence ; just read Professor Stengel's pamphlet ! . . . 
And the fearful thing is, ideas progress slowly, while 
events march swiftly. If a case like that at Fashoda, 
if the controversy in the Transvaal, suddenly precipi- 
tates a conflict while the Conference is still in session, 
how it would disturb its theoretical labors 1 

We give a small dinner. Our guests are Okolic- 
zany, the Austrian ambassador at The Hague, Count 
Welsersheimb, Baron d'Estoumelles, Count Gurko, 
and Councilor von Bloch. It was a satisfeuition to me 
to hear Baron d'Estoumelles talk with my country- 
men about the hopes and views with which the mem- 
bers of the French delegation are inspired. A satis- 
^tion for this reason, that I had been compelled to 
hear many Austrians, not here but in Vienna, ask, 
" How can the Conference succeed? Even though we 
are sincere lovers of peace, the French, who know no 
other thought than revenge, and who are represented 
at the Conference only out of politeness to the Tsar, 
will assuredly make every endeavor to prevent any 
results, even if they do not purposely conjure up 
a confUctl" 
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If by chance Herr von Okoliczany and Count Wei- 
sersheimb had this notion of their French colleagues 

in the Conference, they have certainly this evening 
been set right 

My guests also listen with lively interest to Bloch's 
remarks and elucidations. Of course all know about 
his great book, have read criticisms of it, and have 
had a chance to turn the leaves of the six volumes as 
they lie on my drawing-room table ; and so they give 
the most eager attention to what the author himself 
relates regarding the establishment of his work and 
its results. In this exposition Bloch iq>eaks so calmly, 
modestly, and to the point f It is felt that his convic- 
tion rests on scrupulously investigated facts ; he is 
conscious in his own mind that he has gathered the 
simple truth and given it out in its full scope. 

D'Estournelles announces a visitor. To-morrow 
Charles Richet is coming to The Hague as D'Estour- 
nelles s guest. This very day Richet's latest book had 
reached me, — a succinct histoiy of the peace move- 
ment. The French savant, editor of the /^etme mmiu 
Jique^ is with us heart and soul ; he and Fr^d^ric Passy 
are members of the board of directors of the French 
Peace Society. It is therefore a twofold pleasure to 
hear that the representative of France here at The 
Hague is a friend of his; more than a friend, an ad- 
mirer. C4st un grand cagur, uns belU inteUigmct: 
such is D'Estoumelles*s judgment on Charles Richet 

May 22. Anotlier "meeting again" {Wiedersehen) 
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with an old acquaintance whom I had never seen; 
Qiarles Richet calls on us and brings us greetings 

from our poor Passy. He has hopes that he will 
get well, but none that he will come to The Hague. 
Richet proves to be a great enthusiast in our cause. 
I wanted to keep him for luncheon, but he and 
D'Estournelles are invited to the French ambassador's. 

In the meantime we had an invitation to a luncheon 
given by Frau Grete Moscheles to Andrew D. White, 
head of the American delegation and ambabsador 
to Berlin. 

The information which Dr. White gave us filled us 
all with the keenest satisfaction : " I am guilty of no 
indiscretion," he said at dessert, " if I tell you that at 
the first session of the arbitration committee we shall 
bring forward a complete plan for an international 
tribunal, — and this at the command of the United 
States government. I cannot as yet give the details, 
but the fact itself will, and should, be no secret** 

May 23. In spite of closed doors, Staal's opening 
address is already known. An English paper has 
printed it I extract the specially significant passages: 

The name " Peace Conference," which has been conferred on our 
meeting by the instinct of the nations, anticipating the dedsionsof 
the governments, designates correctly the object of our endeavors ; 
the " Peace Conference " cannot be unfaithful to the mission intrusted 
to it ; it must bring forth a tangible result such as the whole world 
confidently expects from it. 

. • . Let me be permitted to say that diplomacy, following a gen- 
efal process of devetopment, is no forger what it ionoe^ wbb, — an 
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ark in which personal devemess plays the chief r61e, — but is on the 
point of beoooung a science with definite rules for the settlement of 
international difficulties* This is to-day the Ideal aim which it must 
keep before its ^es, and it wHl unquestionably be a great advance 
if there is a successful attempt made here to settle some of 
those rules. 

Therefore we must take special pauis to geDerallze and to codify 
the applicatbn of tiie principles of aibitration as well as of media- 
tion and friendly offices. These ideas, so to speak, fonn the very 
kemd of our ta^ the common aim of our endeavors, that is to say 
the solution of international oontroversies by peaceful means. 

. . . The nations cherish a bundng deare for peace, and we are 
responsible to mankind and to tfaegovenmients that have empowered 
us with their authority, we are responsible to ourselves, to do a 
profitable woric in establishing methods of employing some of the 
means for securing peace. In the front rank of these means stand 
arbitralion and niedialion. 

Charles Richet and his son breakfast with us. One 

thing Richet said makes a deep impression on me: 
On all sides we are compelled to hear it said that the 
time has not yet come to cany out our ideals. This 
may be so, but certainly the present is the time to 
prepare for it" 

In the afternoon a call on Frau von Okoliczany. 
This lady — bom Princess Lobanof — has the repu- 
tation of having been a dazzling beauty. She is still 
beautiful. Figure, shoulders, arms of statuesque har- 
mony of line& The white cashmere tea gown in which 
she received us has loose sleeves which leave her feir, 
round arms free. Hands have their individual physi- 
ognomies» as is well known; Frau von Okoliczany's ' 
beautiful hands accompany her vivacious conversation 
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with what might be called vivacious pantomime, and 
the motions of her aims are eloquent 

A caller comes in, — Count Costantino Nigra, Can it 
be possible lliat this slender, tall man, with his thick, 
wavy hair still blond, with his regular features show- 
ing scarcely any marks of age, is already seventy 
years old ? Of course the conversation turns on the 
Conference and its objects. Count Nigra gives the im- 
pression of being thoroughly imbued with the solem- 
nity of the task, and of being hopeful of its results. 

Of course it is his duty, not only from a diplomatic 
point of view but almost from that of propriety, to 
speak in this way. One would hardly dare to take 
part in official, nay more, secret, deliberations, and 
then make light of them in a drawing-room conversa- 
tion. Only to Baron von Stengel did it happen to be 
sent to a Conierence the object of which he had shortly 
before characterized as " a daydream." . . . But apart 
from diplomatic punctiliousness, you are instinctively 
aware when any one speaks frankly and from convic* 
tion, and I get the impression that Count Nigra is 
going to work earnestly and zealously for the cause. 

May 24 D'apr^s les ordres de 

Sa Majesty ia Rdm 
Jjt Martfdial de la Cour a Hioniieur d^nviter 
Monsieur le Baron, Madame la Baionne Berthe Suttner 
Comtesse Kinsky, et Mademoiselle de Suttner^ 
k une Soiree au Palais 
Mercredi le 24 Mai k 9^ hemes 
en Gala 

^ Uj niece Maria Louiie wu with us at The Hague. 
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One court function is like another: the long line of 

carriages which drive in a la file through the palace 
gates; the broad, covered steps adorned with flowers, 
where the liveried lackeys stand on either side and 
with dumb show indicate the way ; the lofty, gilded 
drawing-rooms with polished parqueted floors ; the 
numberless uniforms and gala court costumes of the 
men, the trailing light robes of the ladies, who are 
adorned with diamonds, flowers, and heron plumes; 
the atmosphere full of excitement and expectation. 

The first halls through which we pass are rather 
empty; we are shown by the master of ceremonies 
through a vast, half-filled room, and farther still into a 
salon which is quite densely crowded. Here people are 
standing almost t^te-^-tfete. Nods of recognition and 
greetings are exchanged ; there is lively conversation. 
Some one remarks that it is different at the English 
court There the appearance of the Queen is awaited 
in religious silence. 

A half hour elapses. In the adjoining drawing-room 
the guests take their places round the center, which 
is left vacant These are the diplomats and their wives, 
for whom their majesties will hold court. The China- 
man and his wife again make the most striking ap- 
pearance in this circle. They are in silken robes with 
rich embroidery of flowers, but Mrs. Yang wears for 
the adornment of her head only the usual paper dowers 
hanging down over her temples. 
Leurs Majesty les Reines 1 " 
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A lane is made in the circle and in come Queen 
WUhelmina and Queen Emma surrounded by their 

courtiers. Both are in white, A white veil tiows down 
from the Queen mother's diadenu The girl Queen 
wears the broad band of the Order of Catherine, 
which this day was conferred upon her by Herr von 
Staal in the name of the Tsar. 

The circle is completed. The Queen stands for a 
moment before each lady and gentleman, bows, speaks 
a few words, bows again, and passes on. 

After this diplomatic court is over, the other pres- 
entations are made. Frau von Okoliczany leads me 
up to her Majesty and calls me by name, 

A brief conversation in French ensues. The young 
Queen, graciously smiling, asks me, just as she proba- 
bly asks most of the others, if this is tlie first time I 
have ever visited The Hague and how I like iL 1 in- 
clude in my reply the observation that my sojourn in 
lluJland is made particularly happy by the greatness 
of the cause that brought me there. The gracious 
little sovereign nods at that but says nothing. 

I was presented also to Queen Emma by our 
ambassador's wife. 

After the two royal women have ^)oken with all 
present, the whole company withdraws into a third 
salon, an enormous room, probably the ballroom, where 
a long table, covered with Howers, fruits, cold dishes, tea, 
and other liquid refreshments, stands along one side, 
while near the other are little round tables at which 
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the guests may sit An orchestra in the gallery plays 
various concert pieces. As I listened I was surprised 
to hear the intermezzo from Cavalkria Rusticana. 

But not much attention is given to the music. Ear 
and e3re and mind are occupied with other things. 
Did I begin by saying that this court function was 
like ail others? That was wrong. This is a court func- 
tion such as has never been seen before since courts 

began, — a court function which only a year ago, if 
prophesied, would have been laughed to scorn as the 
wildest freak of the imagination. 

Baroness, the Minister of War desires to be 
presented to you." 

Then again, — ** Gracious lady, permit me to intro- 
duce myself; my name is Kramer, Secretary in the 
Ministry of War, and I am eager to tell you that the 
ideal for which you stand in your novel I have been 
cherishing in silence for two and thirty years, and now 
1 am heartily rejoiced to see it^ accomplishment 
drawing nearer." 

I had a long conversation with Lu Tseng-Tsiang, 
Secretary of the Chinese Embassy in St Petersburg. 

** For us Chinese especially," he remarked, ** the at- 
tainment of the object set by the Conference would be 
most highly desirable, for we are particularly threat- 
ened by the most serious dangers of the European 
policy of force.** 

Herr von Staal talks with me and Herr von Des^ 
camps about Johann von Bloch and his book. " C'est 
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un homme remarquable," he observes. " He wants to 
prove that peace is no longer a Utopia, but that, in 

the present state of amis and armies, it is Utopia for 
civilized nations to wage war. And," adds the Rus- 
sian diplomat, he may be righf 

May 25. A card is brought me, announcing the Ear! 
of Aberdeen. I have been for some time in correspond- 
ence with Lady Isabel Aberdeen, who is to preside at 
the forthcoming Congress o£, Women in London, 

The earl, formerly Governor of Canada, — still a 
young man of tall, slender figure, with a short, black 
beard, — brings me greetings from his wife. He tells 
me that he has been taking an active part in the great 
campaign of meetings organized by Stead, and has 
spoken at the gatherings. Charles Richet joins us, 
also a few German newspaper correspondents, who 
hitherto have heard and written only things derogatory 
to the cause of peace ; they lay stress especially on the 
principle that the only guaranty for peace lies in the 
thorough armament of Germany, since all the other 
nations are hungry for war. It was a great satisfaction 
to me that they could hear the Frenchman and the 
Englishman defend the cause in perfect unanimity and 
with the most powerful arguments. At the same time, 
these two men are no "obscure cranks," but one of 
them is among the highest dignitaries of the British 
Empire and the other is one of the most distinguished 
savants of the University of Paris. 

In the afternoon, at the reception at the Russian 
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Embassy, we meet Sir Julian Pauncefote. He is 

seventy-one years old, but of robust physique; his 
head and beard are already white, his beard cut in 
Austrian style with the chin shaven; figure tall and 
slender; expression of face friendly and noble. Just 
as services rendered on the battlefield justify promo- 
tion to a superior command in a campaign of war, so 
distinguished deeds in behalf of peace give a suitable 
title to appointment as a delegate to this Conference. 
Sir Julian in his diplomatic career has to his credit 
two great victories in the campaign of peace. 

He was ambassador in Washington when Cleve- 
land's message on the Venezuela question startled the 
world, and everywhere the tidings flew that war be- 
tween the United States and England was unavoid- 
able. If a Chamberlain had been in his place at that 
post, possibly matters might have gone to hostilities. 
Sir Julian was able to conduct affairs in such a calm 

and conciliatory tone that the matter was submitted to 
the court of arbitration which, at this very moment, 
under the chairmanship of Professor von Martens, is 
deliberating on it in Paris. Secondly, Sir Julian is 
the man who, together with the United States Secre- 
tary of State Olney, on the eleventh of January, 
1899, signed the feunous arbitration treaty between 
America and Great Britain — the first treaty of the 
sort that was ever draw n up. ife is not responsible 
for the fact that the ratification which had to ensue 
failed by three votes of the requisite two-thirds majority. 
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Just as Dr. White had told us a few days before of 
the plan of the Americans, so now Sir Julian assures 

us that his delegation, too, will come out w\ih a defi- 
nite proposal in the third committee (that on arbitra- 
tion). He cherishes the strongest hopes of a positive 
result I bring the conversation to the stillborn Anglo- 
American treaty. He replies that the matter will cer- 
tainly be taken up again. **What does not succeed 
on the first throw, my dear Baroness, succeeds on the 
second or the third." 

In the evening a party at the house of the Queen's 
head chamberlain. Again make the acquaintance of 

many great people, among them distinguished "for- 
eigners." The German delegation is the only one from 
which no one does me the honor of greeting me. 
Count Miinster treats me as if I were a rattlebrain. 
When Professor Stengel spoke in his pamphlet of the 
comical persons " of the peace movement, from whose 
grotesque behavior and ideas he could not sufficiently 
warn people, he evidently included me in the number. 

May 26. Bioch has conceived the idea of having a 
series of lectures to which the public shall be invited. 
No other place, no other opportunity, is so well suited 
for representing the " Utopia of War." The documen- 
tary and statistic-bolstered facts and conclusions which 
these lectures will contain must be of especial interest, 
he says, to the military delegates. My Own and I are 
assisting him m his arrangements, going round with 
him in search of halls, giving orders, and the like. 
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A visit from the correspondent of the Frank/urief 
Zeiiung, He has just come from Herr von Stengel, 

who assured the reporter that he had protested only 
against the excrescences of the peace movement (well, 
yes, the comical persons), — that, nevertheless, as a dele^ 

gate he should do his best to help the cause along. 
Very good I 

The correspondents of Figaro and of the icka de 

Paris interview me. Mr. Leveson-Gower, Secretary of 
the British Embassy, in behalf of the North American 
Review asks me to furnish an article on the movement 
for the July number. 

At three o'clock, in Hotel Vieux Doelen, on business. 
Meet Stead there. 

" At last I see you," I cried. I always expect news 
from you, as you are on such intimate terms with 
the delegates. . • 

And you shall have it More important and better 
news to-day than you could have hoped. Here is a 
copy of the report which I have just sent to the Eng- 
lish newspapers. Read it and rejoice with me. The 
Conference has done a wonderfully fine stroke of work.** 

Here is an extract from the report : 

Plenary Meeting of May 25 

On the Order of the Day the subject of the third committee Is 

*' Peaceable Adjustment of International Controversies." 

Herr von Staal lairoduces the Russian proposals as a basis for 
the deliberations. It is a document consisting of eighteen articles 
bearing the title, Elements for the Elaboration of a Convention to 
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be ( oiKluded between the Powers taking Part in die Cunference.'* 
These elements are (i) Good offices and mediaMon, (2) International 
arbitration, (3) International commissions of inquiry. 

Before the discussion of the articles begins, Sir Julian Pauncefote 
rises in the name of his government and moves that a supplementary 
article be added to the Russian plan, namely, the org:anization of a 
permanent court of arbitration. In a brief but very impressive speech 
the English del^ate advocates this motion. He refers to the argu- 
ments which are contained in his colleague Descamps's Address to 
the Govenunents." ^ 

The words and the positive action o£ the chief of the English dele- 
gates evidently cause a great sensation. As he ends his speech, a 
solemn silence reigns. Many of the members look at one another in 
sheer astonishment — many of them, perhaps, for the first tune 
appredate that serious matters are to be treated, brought forward by 
practical statesmen acting widi sincerity. 

Stin greater is surprise when Herr von Staal dedares that the 
Russian government abo has in readiness a plan, in twenty^ articles, 
lor the establishment of a permanent court of aibitmtion. 

Next comes Dr. White with the American proposition. In the 
introduction it says : The proposition shows tfie earnest desire of 
tiie President of the United States diat a permanent international 
tribunal be established for the adjustment, by means of arbitration, 
of the controversies between nations, and shows the readiness of the 
President to assist, in its establishment." How radical this proposal 
was in its intentions can be seen in the third and fourth articles. 

" Artide III. The tribunal is to be permanent, and ready at any 
moment to undertake all cases that are submitted. 

" Article IV. All controversies of every kind ' shall be subject to 
decision by mutual agreement, and every case submilted must be 
accompanied by a pledge to abide by the decision of the tribunal'' 

1 He refers to the letter, the composition of which, as decreed by the 
Interparliamentary Conference of 1894. wa<! intrusted to Chevnlier Descamps 
and H. La Fontaine, and which, at the direction of the Interparliamentary 
Congress of 1895, *® governments in the name of the Union. 

s NotMng of the fatter UmiUtions of ** vital interests " and ** honor of the 
nations.** (Observitioa of 1908.) 

268 



Digiii^cu by Google 



THE FIRST PEACE CONFERENCE 

Indeed a fine stroke of work! So here at the very 
[inning are positive, concrete plans in the name of 
four governments, proposed for discussion and settle- 
ment What a pity that such initiatives have not come 
also from Austria, Germany, and France I . 

What a pity, too, that the reports of this session, 
together with the exact texts of the propositions, are 
not instantly telegraphed into all the four quarters of 
the world and published and discussed in all the news- 
papers, so that some understanding of the great inter- 
ests here involved may begin to dawn upon the world, 
and it may be a witness and a judge as to the way 
and manner, how and by whuni, these interests are 
here represented! 
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LIX 



THE FIRST PEACE CONFERENCE AT THE 

HAGUE (cmUmited) 

J. Noivikof • Reoeptton at the Baraoeat Grovestuu*s • Dr. HoDs - Utt»' 

ances of the natiatalistic press • Excursion to Scheveningcn We give a 
ntatt dumer • Threatening letter to Herr von Staal • At Ten Kate's • Re- 
ports from Dcscamps • Becmaert on the Geneva Coavention • Letter from 
Levysohn • Results in the matter of mediation • New acquaintances • Fir^ 
of Bloch^s evening lecture : subject, " The Development of Firearms " ■ 
Stead publishes a flnily chronicle on the Conference ■ Young Va5;ihr's 
album ■ Removal to bcheveningen • Baron Pirquet brinf;s :i letter from 
the Interparliamentary Union of Brussels • Bloch*s second lecture: sub- 
ject, " Mobilization" • My birthday • Dinner at Okoliczany's • Lieutenant 
Pichon • Letters from aeronauts • Discussion on the permanent tribunal • 
President Kniger and Sir Alfred Milner • An amusing incident • Bloch's 
third lecture : subject, " Naval Warfare " • A conversation with L^on Bour- 
geois ■ His call to i'aris • False reports aiid denials • What Emperor Nich- 
olas said to Stead - Rumor of the blocking of the arbitration business • 
Bloch*« final lecture : subject, " The War of the Future** 

MAY 28. Novikof arrived. What kind of a man 
du you think is the author of sociological-philo- 
sophical works of seven hundred royal-octavo pages 

each) with such titles as Les luiies mire socteih Au- 
maines et leurs phases successiveSy La tkeorie or^nique 

des societeSy and the like ? I have read these books and 
this is the idea of the man which I had in my mind: 
White bearded, with spectacles, in externalities a trifle 
neglectful of appearances, — for if a person sticks all 
day long poring over learned books and carries round 
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socialistic problems in his head, he can scarcely be 
expected to bother himself with the petty vanities o£ 

tliL* toilet; i imagined him very earnest bat free from 
pedantry, — for his style is fresh and sparkling, — 
and probably a bit gloomy, for if one looks so search* 
ingly into the motive powers of the world, has been 
busied so incessantly with the phenomena of wretched- 
ness and sufEering, a mood of melancholy might well 
be expected- 

And the actual Novikof? An elegant man of the 
world, the joliiest of companions, witli far too youthful 
an appearance for his forty-nine years ; full of wit and 
enirain in his conversation. I believe these character- 
istics, charming as they are. injure him to a cerUin 
extent Any one who has not read his books would 
not suspect what a man he is, would not take up the 
reading of them with that feeling of awe with which 
one should bury one's self in scientific works. 

In the forenoon a reception at the house of the 
Baroness Grovestins. Almost all the delegates are 
present. On the stairs I meet Count Miinster and 
his daughter. In the drawing-room the family of the 
Chinese delegate forms the center of a numerous 
group. Madame Yang wears the selfsame coiffure as 
at the court, the same paper flowers down her temples, 
• and though it is daytime she is painted like a mask, 
just as if she were imcler a chandelier. .\nd yet there 
is a touch of lovabieness m her pretty little face. Her 
gestures when she extends her hand are something 
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like a wooden dolFs; but then she shakes the hand 
o£ the other person so heartily that it seems to mean, 
" For life, old comrade!** Her* son of twelve and her 
little daughter of eight, both also in Chinese costume, 
accompany her, and they bear the brunt of the con- 
versation, for they speak both English and French. 

These children will not be brought up as pure, 
unadulterated Chinese. Behind their wail lies hence- 
forth for them a piece of the world, — a world, more- 
over, in which all nations are joined to treat together 
in the name of universal peace; this idea will remain 
all their lives bound up with the recollection of the 
sweetmeats which Fraulein von Grovestins, with pretty 
speeches, offers them on a Delft plate. Gradually all 
Chinese walls — there are others than that one which 
bounds the Middle Kingdom — will fall. We already 
see them tottering. 

Make new acquaintances, among them Dr. Holls, 
the second American delegate.^ He sits down with 
me on a small comer sofa. We talk German together. 
He is by profession a lawyer in New York ; comes from 
a German- American family; has a tall, thick-set, angu- 
lar figure, and his eyebrows are outlined high on his 
forehead like cucumfiex accents. 1 ie confirms the news 

* The delegates for the United States of America were Andrew D. White, , 
United States anjba&sador at Berlin ; Seth Lx)w, president of Columbia Univer- 
sity; Stanford Newell, envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiaiy at 
The Hague; Ciptain Alfred T. Uthant United States Navy ; WilHan Crosier, 
oqpiaiiielartlUefy; FrederickW.Hol]s,lawyer,of Nev York, secretaiytotlie 
detegatioii. Mr. HoUs <Ued in 1903. ^TRAMSLATom. 
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that I have heard from Stead. He infonns me that 

public interest in the Conference is nowhere else so 
keen as in his own country. Cablegrams are received 
every day ; resolutions and letters of sympathy come 
from ail the states and from the most diverse circles. 
Each one of these messages is gratefully acknowledged, 
and they not only are instrumental in strengthening the 
American delegates but also make a strong impression 
on the representatives of other countries, who cannot 
fail to see in this interest displayed by the Republic 
of the West a significant sign of the times. I express 
my regret that this niformation does not immediately 
make the round of the European press. 

Yes»" assents Holls, the exclusion of journalists 
was a great mistake. The majority of the European 
states are represented here by diplomats who see in 
mystery and secrecy the factors of successful diplomacy. 
We Americans and a few others were opposed to it 
— but the majority decided. Now it may result that 
the representatives of the great newspapers will feel 
insulted and go away — a few have already done sa 
Their editors will retaliate by belittling or ignoring 
the Conference." 

May 39. By way of exception, no party. Spend the 
evening at home with a group of friends, — Fried, the 
Grelix couple, the painter Ten Kate, and Novikof. We 
get a scornful satisfaction in reading aloud a package 
of extracts from the German nationalistic press. 

As the various NetusU NachrkhUn and the various 
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Lokalaiizeiger in Berlin, Leipzig, Dresden^ Munich, 
and elsewhere comment on the Conference, we find 
unqualified such expressions as Tlie di^ustii^ drama 
at The Hague," **The Conference of Absurdities,* 
^ The noxious nuisance now under way, whkh must 
arouse righteous indignation in all right-thinking men 
and genuine Germans,"* '* For the flcvLlopmcnt of uni- 
versal history the comedy at The Hague will signify 
about as much as a visit torn * Chariey*s Aunt ' would 
signify in the life of a single individual." 

And even Vorwarts {ct tu^ Brute 1) — which is not 
nationalistic but scouts the Conference because it was 
called together by an autocrat and is composed of aris- 
tocrats and bourgeois — even Vonvarts writes: "How 
long will the augurs restrain themselves before they 
burst out into Homeric laughter and separate amid 
the lauohter of the world?** 

Give heed, ye contemporaries I If ye fail to take 
seriously such a serious work of beneficence, and to 
remind those who are engaged in it — even though 
there be among them men of contrary opinion — of 
the seriousness of their task, to hold them responsible 
for its accomplishment, to take them at their word, — 

take care, I say, lest yc yourselves have to repent not 
amid the laughter but amid the tears of the world! 

May 3a Excursion to Scheveningeiu From the 
city, which lies in the midst of a garden, you drive a 
couple ot miles through avenues lined all the way with 
trees, like a park, down to the seashore. Along the 
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way, to right and left, are multitudes of villas behind 
flowering gardens. In Scheveningen itseil, along the 
shore, multitudes of hotels. Eveiything as yet is 
deserted. A cold, salty wind blows from the North 
Sea, which under a gray sky rolls in gray billows. 
The wicker chairs are not yet brought down on the 
beach and the bathing machines are not in their accus- 
tomed places. On the broad terrace of the Kurhaus, 
around the silent music pavilion, already stand count- 
less rows of tables and chairs, but all unoccupied. On 
the sea no ships or boats are to be seen; the bathing 
season does not seem to be open yet even tor the 
sea gulls. 

Only a few carriages and pedestrians enliven the 

beach and the streets. Scheveningen is indeed for all 
the residents of The Hague, and now specially for the 
members of the Conference, a general goal for prome- 
nading. We exchange greetings with many acquaint- 
ances. Our fellow-countryman. Count Welsersheimb, 
has come down on his bicycle, and chats with us as he 
wheels for some distancL' Ixsiclc our carriage. Herr 
von Okoliczany, accompanied by his slender daughter, 
rides by. The Chinese flag is seen waving over the 
Hotel Oranje ; Yang Yii, with his family, is the only 
delegate who has already left The Hague and taken 
up his residence at Scheveningen. 

All those dikes, those structures! How painstaking 
and courageous the Dutch people have been in rescu- 
ing their land from the waters I TAose are battles 
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worthy of men — against the weight and the wrath of 
the elements. Should the dike-building agaunst the 

wrath of our felluw-men be alone unaccompHshable ? 

We gave a small dinner, the party consisting of 
Rahusen, president of the Chamber; Von Khuepach, 
the Austrian military delegate; the second Russian 
delegate, Vasily^; Novikof, Bloch, and we three, — a 
small circle at a round table, the most advantageous 
arrangement for general and animated conversation. 
When the coffee was brought, wc were joined by the 
correspondent of the Neue FreU Presse^ Dr. Fnschauer, 
whom I had invited, but who was prevented from com* 
ing sooner. 

After dinner a soiree at the Karnebeeks'. Frau von 
Staal tells me, in the course of a conversation, how her 
husband is besieged every day with addresses, memo- 
randa, pamphlets, and deputations from all parts of 
the world 

**And I suppose with numberless letters also, many 

of them right crazy ones ? " 

"Oh, yes, even with threatening letters! Anony- 
mous warnings that there is a plan on foot to assas- 
sinate him." 

*' Why ! that is horrible 1 How does Herr von Staal 
take that ? " 
** He smiles at it r 

^ The Russian delegates were Von Staal, ambassador at London; Mar> 
tens* of th« Miniitiy of Foreign Affdn; Vaally, alto of the PoceigD Depart* 
meat ; end five tedrnkal delegetet. — Tramslatok. 
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The artist Ten Kate tcnlay gives us a jolly dinner 
at the hotel Twe Steeden, where he lives during his 
sojourn at The Hague — his own home is the estate 
EpL His lovely wife does the honors. Among the 
guests arc Mesdames vou W'aszklcw icz and Seknka, 
Herr von Bloch» Novikof, Dr. Trueblood, and A. H. 
Fried, — in short, a little Peace Congress in itself; and 
it is still more a Peace Congress when after dinner the 
door opens and in comes the Chevalier Descamps. 

Excuse the intrusion^** he exclaims ; my rooms are 
situated ahove this dining-room. Your jolly voices 
reached me up there, and when I asked who were 
celebrating a wedding downstairs I learned who were 
here, and so I come, uninvited, but as the bringer of 
good tidings; we liad a splciuiic! session to-day." 

He is surrounded and interrogated. He tells us the 
third committee has been that very afternoon wrest- 
ling with the question of the arbitration tribunal, and 
indeed, as Descamps assures us, in a very satisfactory 
manner. The plan broached in the well-known memo- 
randum to the governments ** has been taken as a basis 
of the new scheme; and the firm intention of the 
majority of the members of the committee to bring 
the matter to a positive result was manifested in that 
session. Descamps himself has been intrusted with 
the report on the project So the matter is certainly 
in good hands* 

A call from Beernaert and his wife. He tells me 
with satisfaction the result of the session from which 
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he has just come. The second committee, of which 
he is chainnan, has voted to recommend the Brus- 
sels Treaty (an extension of the Geneva Convention 
of 1864). 

** It delights me that you are delighted," I replied* 

** but I tell you frankly that the question of the human- 
ization of war — especially in a Peace Congress — 
cannot interest me. The business concerns the codi- 
fication of peace. Saint George rode forth to kill the 
dragon, not merely to trim its claws. Or, as Fr^^ric 
Passy says, On n*hutnanise pas U carnage^ on U conr 
damne,parce fu*on humanise^ Carnage is not human* 
ized, it is condemned because men grow more human"). 

Vous etes une intransigeanie — ^an irreconcilable," he 
remarks with a smile, and consoles me with the simul- 

taneous progress uf the Conference on the arbitrntiuii 
question, of which I know he is the steadfast promoter. 

I received the following letter from the editor of 
the BerUner Tagehlati^ to whom I had expressed my 
regret and astonishment that no correspondence from 
the Conference was to be found in a paper of such 
wide circulation : 

My dear fianmcss: May 31, 1899 

Your kind letter of yesterday's date compds me to mform you 
tliat, in the first place, we are not unrepresented at the Hague Con- 
gress, so that we are informed of everything necessary and woctii 
knowing ; and, in the second place, that, in view of the hostile treat- 
ment the members of the Congress have seen fit to accord the press, 
I consider it unbecoming to degrade journalism by dancing attend- 
ance on the various statesmen. 
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Since the gentlemen, nevertheless, can only by the aid of pub- 
lici^ show any proof of their industry and their good behavior, — a 
proof which they must have to show to their supeiiors» — I quietly 
wait until things come to me^ and oommunicate to my leaders only 
what is worth their knowiug. 

If such a man as Mr. Stead complains that nothing is told him, 
you win easily comprehend that men who are not accustomed to be 
reoeroed by the Tsar fed somewhat cool toward the actions of 
diplomaiy. 

M this win not prevent me fttm joyously recognizing even the 
stiglitest advance toward better things made duiiug the deliliera!* 
tions of the Congress, but I consider my paper and my leaders too 
good to snap up the crumbs that may fall from the news table of 
the Congress. 

I trust tfiat you wOI be able to appreciate tiiis attitude of an inde* 

pendent and liberal newspaper, and Ihat you will not^ after this state* 

ment, find anything straiige in our position. 

die expressbn of the most especial consideration I have the 

honor o£ remaining ^ . . 

Yours most smcerely 

* Dr. Artur Levysohn 

An unwarranted standpoint Events of the day have 
to be communicated by the press in accordance with 

their significance and entirely apart from the sensibili- 
ties of the journalists. Consideration for the public 
must turn the scale. 

To-day the bathing season and the Kurhaus at 
Scheveningen were opened. Herr von Bloch invited 
us to a dinner at the Kurhaus. Among those present 
were the journalists, Dillon and Dr. Frischauer. He 
tells us, from information communicated to him by 
Professor Martens, that the principle of mediation 
has been incorporated into the text of the Convention; 
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especially the duty of neutral states to oHqt '*good 
offices " at the threat of war or after the outbreak of 

hostilities, and this henceforth iDhLill never be regarded 
as an unfriendly act" Count Nigra is to be thanked 
for this last paragraph. 

June 2. Dr. Frischauer takes his departure. He 
comes to say good-by to us, and authorizes me to 
send to the Neue Fnie Presse in the form of telegrams 
and letters everything interesting that may happen. 

In the evening the usual Friday reception at the 
Beauforts'. Make several new acquaintances; among 
them Turkhan Pasha. In his elegant external appear- 
ance he reminds me of Rudolf Hoyos; he has been 
for many years Minister of Foreign Affairs, and bears 
the title of Vizier. He enjoyed the dubious fortune 
of having been military governor of the island of 
Crete. He speaks the purest French, is courteous 
and gracious^ but a slightly satirical tone dominates 
his conversation. 

I also meet Noury Bey, the second Turkish dele- 
gate, a man at least forty years of age, with very deli- 
cate features and reddish beard ; he is inspector in the 
Ministry of Public Works. Last year he was sent as 
delegate from Turkey to the anti-anarchist Congress 
at Rome. Both the Ottoman dignitaries give me the 
impression of not regarding the success of the busi- 
ness liere as especially likely or desirable. 

Chedomille Myatovic, former Servian Minister of 
Foreign Affairs and now Minister Plenipotentiary at 
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London, is on the other hand an enthusiastic adherent 
of the ends proposed by the Conference. 

Augustin d'Omellos Vasconsellos, the delegate from 
Portugal, tells me that he has translated Goethe's 
Faust into his vernacular. 

I meet De Mier, Mexican ambassador in Paris. 
Except the United States and Mexico, no American 
country is represented here. 

June 3* The evening of Bloch's lecture. The public 
invited. Almost all the delegates present Many jour- 
nalists, Dutch and foreign. Subject, "The Develop- 
ment of Firearms." Behind the lecturer's desk a white 
background for the stereopticon pictures. Bloch speaks 
with great naturalness and simplicity ; never seeks ora- 
torical effects. It is evident that he does not care to 
** deliver an address," but only to say what he has 
to say. He wants to show a picture of the war of the 
future. And where would he find a more suitable pub- 
lic than the audience assembled here, — diplomats and 

« 

military men who would be called upon to deliberate 

over some such war or to wage it, but are now called 
upon to avoid it ? 

The historic development of firearms, from the first 
flintlock down to the latest models, is displayed before 
the audience by means of pictures and charts. The 
projectile of the new infantry weapon sweeps away 
everything that it encounters, within a range of six 
hundred meters. But still greater improvements 
beckon. In all armies experiments are being made 
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with rifles of smaller caliber. It is calculated that 
if in the Franco-Prussian War the present-day guns 
had been used, the losses would have been at least 
four times as great; if the newest models had been 
used, the losses would have been thirteen times as 
great To be sure, such a transformation in the armies 
of the Dreibmui and of the Zweibund would cost four 
billion francs. 

(Now, in view of such a fine result— just consider, 
thirteen times more dead and maimed than with the 
primitive musket — four billions would not indeed be 
too much, and this sum is easily raised by somewhat 
increasing the living expenses of the laboring people !) 

That parenthesis is mine, not Bloch's. His lecture 
is quite objective ; he makes no bitter attacks ; he ad- 
duces figures and data ; the drawing of conclusions he 
leaves to the reason and the conscience of his hearers. 

The lecture is interrupted by a half hour's recess. 
In an adjoining hall, tables are loaded with all kinds of 
refreshments, which arc passed round. Bloch is host, 
and the lecture halls are transformed into drawing- 
rooms, where greetings are exchanged, new acquaint* 
ances are maJc, and impressions of the lecture are 
compared. 

June 5, The editor of the Dagilad has granted 
Stead the first pages of his paper for the publication 
of a daily chronicle of the Conference. To-day the first 
number appeared. Excellently prepared. Will be of 
great use. A splendid man, this Stead First his nine 
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months* campaign in writing and speaking, and now 

this labor 1 

A seventeen-year-old son of Vasily's calls on me. He 
brings an album, on the cover of which appears in relief 

the word " Pax/' and he is getting all the members of 
the Conference and the friends of peace who are here 
to write their names in it How many high military 
officers will immortalize themselves in the Pax album ! 
And the impression made on this youth will certainly 
never be effaced In what an entirely different way the 
generation that will succeed us will approach the idea 
of universal peace — they who will have been witnesses 
of this idea rising up and forcing its way into offi- 
cial circles and into the foreground of contemporary 
history. In our youth such a thing was either quite 
unknown or made a matter of ridicule. If this boy 
who is making a collection of contemporary auto- 
graphs under the rubric " Pax " shall .sunictime obtain 
office and honors, perhaps have to speak a weighty 
word in the political questions of the future, then he 
will think very differently from our grizzled p>oliticians 
about the cause of national justice, and if at that day 
a new official Peace Congress should be called, in 
which he and his like should have to give their votes, 
then the proceedings would be attended by many less 
doubts and difficulties than can possibly be the case 
with the present Conference, the first of its kind 

June 6. We move down to Scheveningen to the 
Hotel Kurhaus. It does not take us long to get settjedt' 
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At the end of two hours our comer drstwiiig*iooiii 

looks as cozy as if it had been occupied for two years 
— thanks to the kindness of the manager, Herr Gold- 
beck, who permits us to arrange ever3rthing in our 
rooms just as we please. The prettiest furniture of the 
as yet rather empty hotel is put entirely at our service. 
Great studio windows occupy nearly all of two walls. 
One, opposite the door, frames a picture of the sea; at 
the other the red silken shades are pulled down and 
cause the whole room to be bathed in a ruddy glow. 
Flowers in vases, in jardinieres, and in pots; splen- 
did baskets of fruit, pineapples, melons, grapes, — the 
last a delicate attention of Herr von Bloch's ; books, 
pamphlets, maps, newspapers. 

At yesterday's session M. Descamps reported on 
the work of the committee. Leon Bourgeois presided. 
How pleasant that now Stead's chronicle contains all 
these details of the sessions and the authentic texts of 
the articles proposed. Now one can follow the course 
of events quite accurately. An agreement has been 
reached regarding several articles of the Russian 
proposal concerning good offices and mediation. 

Only there stands in the articles the fatal clause, 
"If circumstances permit** Here is cleariy seen the 
result of compromise, which is generally contained in 
the text of resolutions of such committees, composed 
of advocates and opponents of any cause. Only under 
the condition of a rider which robs the main article of 
• '* : universal validity will those of the other party give 
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up their opposition. The back door is saved, and that 
is the main thing with them. 

Arrival of Baron Piiquet He has been in Brussels, 
where the council of the Interpariiamentary Union 
held a session in order to lay out a programme for the 
Conference that is to take place in August at Chris- 
tiania; and he brings a letter from the Union to the 
colleagues that are attending the Hague Congress. 

Pirquet breaks the news to me that my cousin 
Christian Kinsky, in whose house we had spent so many 
pleasant hours, had died suddenly a few days before. 

In the evening Bloch's second lecture. He depicts 
the difficulties that would attend the mobilization of 
the modem millionfold armies. After the first fort- 
night of a war of the future a tenth part of the armies 
— not counting the wounded — would be in the hos- 
pitals. He also cites a statement made by General 
Haeseler: "If the improvement of firearms continues, 
there will not be enough survivors to bury the dead** 

This lecture, like the first, was interrupted by a 
recess for conversation and refrcslimcnts. Wc talked 
with L^on Bourgeois about events in Paris. There, it 
seems, a band of young men of title (Boni de Castel- 
lane and others) attacked the President's hat with their 
canes. Bourgeois grants that this is disgusting ; " but," 
he adds, it is no mote dangerous than the foam on 
the seashore.** 

June 7. At yesterday's session the deliberations of 
the first committee (on the laws of war, weapons, etc.) 
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had the ilcx)r. Concerning this I make no entry in 
my diaiy. The securing and oiganizing of peace have 
nothing to do with the regulation o£ war, nothing at 
all — quite the contrary! It is desired — that is, it is 
desired by many — that the opposition between the 
two ends be abolished; they desire that the one be 
substituted in place of the other ! They are driving in 
the wedge that shall spUt the work of peace. 

Imagine a congress convened for the enfranchise- 
ment of slaves ; would a convention then be necessary 
in regard to the treatment of the negroes, concerning, 
for instance, the number of blows that might be meted 
out to them when they should show themselves lazy 
in the work of the sugar plantations ? 

Or in the movement against torture as a means of 
securing justice, would the agreement that the oil to 
be dropped into the victim*s ears should be heated 
only to thirty degrees instead of up to the boiling 
point have been a stage on the way to the goal, or 
rather a tarrying on that other way which was to be 
abandoned? 

June 9. My Own waked me with a kiss and a warm 
M thank theer 
« What for?" 
" That thou wert born ! " 

Yes, quite right, — it is my birthday. That does not 
interest me^ but what is going to be bom here, — 

national justice; that takes my whole mind captive. 
Yesterday was devoted to the work of the third 
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committee on Article X o£ the proposal for a court of 

arbitration, — namely, the article that shall determine 
the cases in which appeal to the court oi arbitration is 
to be obligatory, cases which **do not touch either vital 
interests or the honor of states.** There again the back 
door, or rather a barn door, for the entrance of war. 
He has good defenders here, the brutal fellow!** 

Great dinner at the residence of our ambassador, 
Okoliczany. My neighbors are the Russian charg^ 
d'affaires and M. Fichon, assistant secretary of the 
French Delegation, — a young lieutenant with a saucy 
little mustache. But he has understanding, and 
sympathy for our cause, and is a great admirer of 
D'Estoumelles. He acknowledges that the world is 
progressing, and that a coming civilization wiU have 
no more room for war; only he defends the colonial 
policy of wan He himself has been in the Sudan. 

June la It is hard for me to keep up with my cor- 
respondence, I have never before in the course of a 
whole year received so many letters, telegrams, and 
voluminous writings as now, while I am here at The 
Hague. They announce schemes, proposals, infallible 
methods for securing peace. And all of this i am ex- 
pected to make comprehensible to the delegates 1 In- 
ventors of anships and flying machines send nic their 
plans and prospectuses. By the conquest of the at- 
mosphere the boundaries with their customhouses and 
fortifications must needs disappear, opine these aero- 
nautical letter writers. 
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Or is it true that the ministeis of war are hunying 
to build air fleets? and to form flying regiments 

of uhlans? All new inventions are invariably em- 
ployed by the war authorities. And yet I am iinnly 
persuaded that every technical improvement, especially 
all means of easier communication, ultimately lead to 
universal peace. 

Yesterday the arbitration committee took up Article 
XIII of the Russian plan, calling for immediate con- 
sideration of the question of a permanent tribunal, and 
that, too, of a tribunal not merely in posse but in esse. 

While they are here treating theoretically about arbi- 
tration, it is said that the matter is to be put to a 
practical test once again. President Kruger has pro- 
posed to Sir Alfred Milner that certain differences of 
opinion should be submitted to arbitration. Sir Alfred 
objected that such an action would put in question 
England's sovereignty. 

June 1 1. At the Grovestins's Sunday reception some- 
thing amusing happened to me. A Spanish lady, 
Senora Perez, asked me what I thought of peace. 
I must have made a dubious face, for she anticipated 
my answer, saying, "Do not decide, I beg of you, until 
you have read a book entitled Die Waffen nieden 
Have you heard of it?" 

" Oh, yes, until I am sick of it" 

"Oh, no, no; first read it, and then express your 
opinion. The author is said to be at The Hague." 

" The author is sitting next you." 
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As so often happens, Senora Perez had missed my 
name when we were introduced. 

Bloch gives a small dinner at the Hotel Royal 
After dinner we drive to his third lecture. Subject, 
" Naval Warfare." The fate of wars is decided not at 
sea but on land Between two evenly matched fleets 
there will be no decisive victory, but mutual destruc- 
tion of the fleets. The impossibility of protecting 
marine commerce in times of war. Comparison of the 
expenses for the fleet with the value of commerce; 

the pretended protection costs a hundred tunes more 
than the worth of what is protected. 

Count Nigra sits near me. Bloch's deductions greatly 
interest him. We speak of the results to be expected. 

**The world finds it hard to understand," said Nigra, 
^ how momentous are the foundations here being laid 
for the building of the future ; nor does it understand 
that the calling of the Conference is in itself an event 
of supreme importance." 

During the intermission an alarming rumor circu- 
lates, to the effect that in the debate about the court 
of arbitration the " dead point " was reached, — a deci- 
sive opposition on the part of one of the great powers. 

June 12. During the morning our quiet excursion 
in celebration of our twenty-third wedding anniversary. 
In the evening a few guests at dinner, — Bihourd, the 
French ambassador at The Hague, Captain Shein, 
of the Russian navy, Leon Bourgeois, Bloch, and 
Theodor HerzL 
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I hardly ever had a more interesting table com- 
panion than fiourgeoia What made our conversation 

so particularly enjoyable vras our complete agreement 
in matters concerning peace. The former — and per- 
haps the future* who knows? — French Premier is 
enthusiastic for the objects of the Cbnference. The 
task which he has to fulfill here seems to him far more 
productive and important than the formation of a 
cabinet In Paris a ministerial crisis is at hand and 
Bourgeois will |)robabIy be recalled; but he firn^ly in- 
tends to return so as to bring to an end to the best of 
his ability the work here, ^ which promises to be useful 
to the world and at the same time to his fatherland" 

We talk among other things of the French national 
press. I regret the hectoring tone, especially in that 
portion of the press which the people at large read. 

" That is not so bad," he replies. " Nowhere else 
do the pec^le— especially the workingmen — read 
the newspapers so much as with us; but they have no 
faith in them. The French laborer buys a newspaper, 
reads it, chatters about it, but does n't pin his faith to 
it His mind is open, awake, and he is thirsty for 
everything that is free and upright. Race hatred dis- 
gusts him. I know what is thought in the working- 
men's circles, for I myself come from tiiem.** 

I ask him about fhe ^dead point*' in the arbitration 
question. 

*^ I cannot say an3rthing just now," is his reply, ^ but 
be assured — nothing will be left untried" 
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We conclude the evening in the great music hall, 

where a concert arranged by Manager Goldbcck is 
given in honor of the delegates. Bourgeois is obliged 
to depart before the other guests ; he must go back to 
the city, he explains apologetically. 

After a while Count Nigra comes up to me: "Do 
you know the news? The French ministry fell some 
hours aga M. Bouigeois has just been summoned to 
Paris by telegraph.** 

June 13. The Neues Wiener Tagblatt prints a dis- 
patch from The Hague: *'The negotiations regard- 
ing the court of arbitration, as we learn by telegraph 
from Brussels, have completely gone to pieces." 

I send a line to Chevalier Descamps, requesting 
him, if the above-mentioned news is false, to write 
a denial and let me send it immediately to the paper. 
Descamps himself comes to bring me the answer. 
The news is false, and he allows me to make the 
desired correction. At the same time he begs me to 
write this very day to £mile Amaud, asking him if 
he will not cease attacking in the Independance beige 
the projected system of a permanent bureau and 
pleading for permanent treaties instead ; one at a dis- 
tance cannot judge what at the moment is to be at- 
tained, and what an obstacle it is in the way of the 
workers here if what has been secured with difficulty 
meets with the opposition of its own friends. 

June 14. Up to the present time the question of 
armaments has been considered in the Conference 
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only from one side, namely, to the end that agree- 
ments may be reached as to renouncing further per- 
fection of weapons. Yet the idea was regarded as 
impracticable. In spite of a very eloquent plea of 
General den Beer Poortugael, who proposed that all 
the armies should retain the present type of arms, the 
committee came to the conclusion that it would be 
impossible to carry out such a regulation. Nothing as 
yet has been said about Emperor Nicholas's own prop- 
osition as to limitation of armaments. The debates 
steer clear of this question so far. A favorable result 
would be ail the more desirable, since lately Admiral 
Goschen declared in the House of Commons that the 
projected increase of the British fleet would be imme- 
diately stopped if at the Hague Conference a limitation 
of armaments should be determined upon* 

Stead tells me what Emperor Nicholas said to him 
four weeks ago : 

" Why are they always talking about disarmament ? 
I never used the eicpression ; it does not appear in the 
rescript. I know only too well that immediate disarm- 
ament is excluded It is, indeed, difficult to speak of 
the diminution of armaments. Surely the most prac- 
tical step, and the first that should be taken, would be 
an attempt to come to an agreement to refrain from 
increasing armaments for a term of years. After four 
or five years we should learn to trust one another and 
to keep our word. By this means we should secure a 
basis for a proposal to reduce the armaments.** 
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These words lead to the conclusion that the Russian 
delegates will ofier in the Conference a motion for 
stopping the increase of armaments. 

Meantime the rumor grows more and more preva- 
lent that the question of a court of arbitration has 
come to a pause, owing to the declarations of the 
German delegates that the principle of arbitration is 
directly contrary to the principle of state sovereignty, 
which Germany in no circumstances will renounce. 

I receive from Berlin the telegraphic query, ** How 
about Zom*s * speech ? ** 

I send the telegram to the professor named, who is 
staying also at the Kurhaus, and receive for answer, 
" I know nothing about a speech by Zorn." 

Stead, in his to-day*s chronicle, contradicts the 
alarming rumors and writes: 

Whatever may be llie attitude which the German government 
may uliiniaLely assume, nothing could be more correct tlian the atti- 
tude of the German delegates. Tiiey are working with their col- 
leagues in what we hope will prove a great establishment for assuring 
liniversa] peace, and it is to be p^reatly repjetted that their coopera- 
tion has been so misrepresented during the last iew days. 

In the evening Bloch's last lecture. Subject, The 
War of the Future from the Economic Standpoint" 
Almost all the delegates, also President Staal, present 
I learn that some Russian military members of the 

Conference were very indignant over Bloch's lectures, 
and demanded his arrest 

1 PvofeMor Zom of tbe Law Facul^ ia tlie Unlfeiti^ of Bonn* acieiitific 
ddc g rt e to tho Peace CoagreM. -~ Tbamslatob. 
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THE FIRST PEACE CONFERENCE AT THE 

HAGUE (concluded) 

Turning point in the arbitration question ■ Trofcssor Zorn • Madame 
Ratazzi • Professor Martens • Mirza Khira Khan Letter from Frau Biich- 
ner • Trip to Amsterdam • At the phulograplier's • Limitation of arma- 
ments • Two important sessions • Colonel von Schwarzhoff • Limitation 
rejected • Baron Bildt and Bourgeois • Ball at Staal's • The Grotius cele- 
bration • LciiL-r from Andrew D. White • Article 27 • Departure • Interna- 
tional Inquiry Commission- • Beldimann in opposition Again the inquiry 
Commission ■ Beldimann's ultimatum • Acte final 

JUNE 15. In the afternoon a reception given by 
Monsieur and Madame d'Estournelles. The whole 
Congress comes and goes* Dn White is buried 
in a conversation Mrith Count Miinster. Then he 
comes to me. 

If you can bnng any pressure to bear on influ- 
ential persons. Baroness, do it now. Every possible 
measure must be employed to clear away the difficul- 
ties that are springing up. . . . The most important 
question before our Congress — that of a court of 
arbitration — has reached a turning point; that is 
what I was talking with Count Miinster about." 

I promised to go to one of my friends staying at 
The Hague, and in high favor with the German Em- 
peror's uncle, the Grand Duke of Baden, and urge him 
to apply to the prince in these critical circumstances, 
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Our host introduced me to Professor Zom. First 
of all I thank him for his denial in regard to ** Zom's 

speech," of which he still knows absolutely nothing. 

In fact, no such speech was ever made," replied 
the professor. **I took part in the discussion, but I 
made no speech and made no such remarks as many 
newspapers attributed to me." 

The conversation turns on the Bloch lectures. 

** Pure fallacies," said the professor. * Military men 
think that a war of the future will be less bloody than 
those of the past" 

** Less bloody 1 with these weapons, with this tenfold 
faster firing per minute — " 

" All the fewer missiles will hit — ** 

""Oh, no, the war of the future cannot be palliated; 
what the future needs is peace." 
That is found only in heaven I " 

In the evening a great party at the Okoliczanys!. 
A new person makes her appearance, — Madame 
Ratazzi, Tiirr's sister-in-law, born Bonaparte Wyse. 
I saw this woman thirty years ago at Homburg, the 
greatest beauty I ever met. And now? Alas! how 
miserable to look on {U-s aus V irreparable outrage (the 
irreparable ravages of the years). 

Long conversation with our host. He holds the 
opinion that, sooner ot later, even without any confer- 
ence, Europe must arrive at the formation of a union ; 
the ceaseless expense for armaments, necessitated by 
lack of unity, the constant rivalries of commerce, the 
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policy of protection, — all this, unless a change en- 
8ues» exposes Europe to the danger of being ruined 
by America. A peace alliance uniting our part of 
the world is a necessity. This is the same thesis as 
our Minister of Foreign Affairs, Count Goluchowsld, 
advanced in a noteworthy expoA before the Congress 
was called together. 

General den Beer Poortugael joins me. I express 
my admiration of his latest speech. He assures me 
that the limitation of armaments must be striven for, 
not only because the nations expect this result from 
the Conference, but also because it is the only way to 
escape the threatened catastrophe. Remarkable words 
from the lips of a general ! 

June 1 6. In the evening a reception at Beaufort s. 
I make the acquaintance of Professor Martens. He 
arrived to-day from Paris, where he is acting as presi- 
dent in the Venezuela arbitration tribunal. He will 
attend only one session and then return immediately 
to Paris. Spealdng of the condition of things here, be 
tells me that, even though niany of the powers should 
hesitate or delay to sign the convention, this would do 
no harm, because the protocols will be left open, even 
for the powers that are not represented here. 

Another exotic acquaintance, Mirza Rhiza Khan, 
the delegate from Persia,^ He is forty-five years old, 

1 PexBfai mt represented at the Fizit Peace Conference at The Hague bf 
Aitfe4e«amp Geneial Itoa Rhiaa Kiiaa (Axfa-ttd-I>o?leh)» amhaaiiader at 
St reienilniig and StocklMln, and Mna Saonad Kliaa (Ifootaaia-SiiIlaaBh), 
connador of legasioa. — Tkanslator. 
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has Oriental features, a thick black mustache, and 

sparkling eyes ; his white uniform is decorated with 
numberless orders ; on his cap is the Persian lion. In 
1889 he accompanied the former shah, Nasr-ed-Din, as 
his adjutant general on his tour through Europe. Now 
he is ambassador to St Petersburg. He was educated 
in Constantinople and Tiflis, and tells us of the Prin- 
cess Tamara of Georgia, whom he knows veiy well ; 
she is now at the Caucasian baths of Botjom. 

June 17. An artistic festival arranged by the gov- 
ernment in honor of the Conference, comprising living 
pictures, musical productions, and national dances. 
Make the acquaintance of Baron von Stengel. He is 
veiy stiff and repelling. We exchange only a few 
words — something about "loyal opposition" and 
" there must needs be different views " ; a few indiffer- 
ent observations about the performances of the evening 
and we soon separate. 

A Dutch army physician introduces himself to me. 
He had read my novel while in Borneo. The sufferings 
that he had witnessed there in the practice of his call- 
ing exceed all belief, lie liac! been mortally unhappy, 
and so the book had made a double impression on 
him, and had awakened in him a longing for the ac- 
complishment of everything which the Conference at 
The Hague has in view. 

June 18. I receive from the daughter-in-law of Pro- 
fessor Liidwig Buchner, who had died not long ago, 
the foiiowing letter in reply to a letter of condolence : 
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My dear Baroness, Darmstadt, June 17, 1899 

A year of the loftiest triumph 1 May all that are to follow be as 
rich in success I This is what all your most faithful admirers desire 
with glowing enthusiasm. 

Your kind sympathy called forth by the d^arture of our beloved 
father has been a great comfort to us. Many mourn for him with us* 
He^ the faithful champion of the trudi, will be survived by his works. 
Happy as his fife was, bis death was no less enviable. Even in the 
midst of his fullest creative powers he glided without a sound, wiA- 
out a aigfa, from gende slumber into the Unknown. Many time% 
when tormented by his tiying ooqgfa, weaiy from sleepless m^bUM, 
he spoke of his approaching end; and so it found him with the cabn 
of a true philoBopher. Everything had been put in readiness with the 
greatest care for this event He was enabled to pass away calmly; 
a rich life hy behind him* He had employed hb great intellectual 
gifts wholly for the good of his f efiow-men. The kindness and fideS^ 
of bis heart were rewarded by the purest joys of a sweet fami^ fife. 
He knew ttiat bis loving, sdf-sacrifidng wife was surronnded by a 
grateful band of children, in whose happiness the deeply bereaved 
woman will find her best consolation. We all console one another, in 
our deep sorrow for the irremediable in our family circle, by 
Uioughts oi the bcauUiul, happy lite which he wai> pemutLeti to enjoy 
80 long. 

For the ninth of June I wish you with my whole heart happiness 
and health, and I hope that you may retain all your joyous powers 
of creation, which have allowed you in the past to overcome so many 
difificulties. In such a victorious career your inspiration will never 
be paralyzed, and you will march forward on the FOad to that victoiy 
which is to secure the happiness of mankind I 
With the deepest respect 

Your wholly devoted 

Marie Biicfaner 

The debates on the arbitration tribunal have come 

to a pause; they will not be resumed until fresh instruc- 
tions have been received. Dn Holls and Professor Zora 
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have gone to Hannover» where the German Emperor 
is at present sojourning. Mr. White intrusted to Dn 

Holls a long letter to Biilow. 

In the course of the afternoon we receive many 
callers, including Frau von Okoliczany and her daugh- 
ter, Mevrouw Smeth, and Mirza Rhiza Khan. The 
Persian delegate tells me that he has been endeavor* 
ing to introduce the Latin alphabet into Persia, but 
that it has met with great opposition, especially among 
the priests, who declare that it is a sin to make use 
of any other letters than those in which the Koran 
is written. 

Baron and liaroness d*Estournclies also call on me 
to-day. We talk about Professor Zorn. D'Estour- 
nelles assures me that this German delegate is striv- 
ing with all his might to bring the matter of the 
arbitration tribunal to a favorable conclusion : // pense 
comme vous et imL 

Now I doubt that I will go as far as to believe, as 
Stead states also in the Dagblad^ that Professor Zorn 
is determined that the matter of the arbitration tribu- 
nal shall not be shipwrecked ; but that he is as radical 
in his views as D'Estournellcs or as I — he himbelf 
would repudiate the idea! 

June 19. Trip to Amsterdam with a large party. ' 
We drove three times around the whole city and 
hurried through the museums, allowing the pictures 
by Van Dyck and Franz Hals and Rubens to flash be- 
fore our eyes. Only before Rembrandt's great paintings 
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*^ The Night Watch," which we had recently seen pre- 
sented as a living picture, we remained for half an 

hour in contemplation. At your very first entrance 
into the suite of galleries it shines upon you from 
the farthest background You would think that the 

sun was shining on it; but its brilliancy comes from 
its colors. 

In the museum is a splendid case filled with Indian 

treasures, consisting of rings and chains and all sorts 
of jewels taken as loot from conquered rajahs; there- 
fore simply freebooters' booty* Mankind does not look 
upon it as suck 

We visit also the diamond-polishing works. A whole 
house filled with workmen. On every floor a different 
phase of the transformation which this precious* form 
of carbon goes through before it becomes an orna- 
ment. On the top floor, reached by a very narrow 
wooden staircase, sit the most skillful of the laborers^ 
who give the last finish to the stones. They allow the 
foreign visitors to look; they explain the processes. 
The trouble seems too great I What effort and what 
patience to make this dull, hard substance glitter 
with a hundred facets I 

The manager shows us on a velvet ground the 
models in crystal of all the largest and most femous 
diamonds that are in the possession of the various 
crowned heads, — the Kohinoor and others. I did not 
heed the names attached to these little globules of 
glass representing millions iu value. 
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** Since so many diamonds have been mined in the 

Transvaal," said one of the polishers, "we can scarcely 
keep up with our work ; and yet there are thousands 
of us diamond cutters in Amsterdam." 

"Just seel" remarked Herr von Bloch to us, "just 
see how the world hangs together ! Suppose war should 
break out in the Transvaal, the consequences would 
be that here in Amsterdam thousands ci working- 
men's families would suffer from want!** 

We had dinner — all excursions culminate in eating 
— at a restaurant from which there was a view of a 
canal full of life and movement It was a beautiful, 
lively picture from the open window near which I sat 
On the other side of the canal are old houses, truly 
Dutch in appearance, and a church with a very lofty 
belfry. Boats and scows were moving up and down 
heavily laden with flowers, — mainly tulips, roses, and 
lilies. Suddenly the bells in the tower began to ring; 
the tones kept interweaving, and for ten minutes a 
melodious, silver-clear chime of bells continued to play. 

Not until late at night did we return to The Hague. 
At the waiting room of the railway station we meet 
Dr. Holls. He has just come back from Germany, 
whither he had gone accompanied by Professor Zom, 
with a mission to smooth out at the main source the 
difficulties that had arisen in the matter of the arbi- 
tration tribunal. 

" Any news? Any news?" we ask in the greatest 
excitement 
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** I cannot tell you anything yet," replied Dr. Holls. 
Only I will mention the title of one of Shakespeare's 
plays, * All 's well that ends well.* " ^ 

June 2 1. Leon Bourgeois, who had only just conic 
from Paris, is recalled again by Lou bet and commis- 
sioned to form a cabinet Will he be able, will he be 
willing, to renounce the task of being prime minister? 
I have it from his own lips that this is his purpose; 
he is going to do his very utmost to return to The 
Hague in order to see the business of the arbitration 
tribunal through to the end. 

To-day I went with the painter Ten Kate to the 
photographer. A sculptor, a friend of his, wants to 
chisel my bust, and for this purpose I must be taken 
m face and en profile in three-quarters profile and 
from behind, wrapped statuesquely in some soft, flow- 
ing white material, with my hair arranged in Grecian 
style and with a palm branch as an ornament for the 
breast. The process lasted several hours. 

I was posed and pulled into shape. Then the pho- 
tographer, whose name is Wollrabe, goes to his camera, 
looks in, shakes his head, and hobbles back to me — 
he has a wooden leg — to pull my left shoulder a litde 
toward the right, to lift my chin, and to twitch my 
draperies down; and in this he has the critical and 
practical aid of Master Ten Kate. "There, now it's 
all right {So^ jetzi ist es juU\ Hop, hop, hop to the 

^ For an account of the otttconie of tiiift critical aitiMtio& tee Andrew D. 
Wlute's " Autobjognphy." 
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camera. Again a shaking of the head and hop, hop, 
hop back to me again. After a little tugging, — 
There, now it*s all right" And so half a dozen 
times for each exposure. And all the while I must 
preserve the earnest physiognomy of a statue, in spite 
of the great temptation to laugh at the forest-goblin- 
like, to-and-fro stumping of the so-hard-to-be-satisfied 
\\'ollralx\ who, by the way, has wonderfully beautiful 
pictures in his studio, among them the best extant 
portrait of the young queen. 

One ought to be, indeed, especially young and beau- 
tiful to be painted and chiseled. And not only the 
hop, hop, hop of my photographer with his funny bird 
name — "Wool-raven" — strikes me as comical, but 
also his white-draped model, adorned with the vege- 
table of peace — but I must not laugh! 

June 23. The article proposed in the programme 
for *'an agreement concerning the use of certain 
weapons and forbidding new purchases and inven- 
tions" has been decided in the negative. Stead, 
speaking with me regarding this matter, says: 

''Do not for a moment imagine that this is a bad 
thing. Rudyard Kipling wrote me at the beginning 
of the peace crusade, ' War will last until some inven- 
tive genius furnishes a machine which will annihilate 
fifty per cent of the combatants as soon as they £ace 
one another.* Therefore I think that the Conference, 
while it has decisively rejected a whole series of pro- 
posals — even those that came from the Tsar — in the 
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line of prohibiting the improvement of cannon and 
other weapons, has been acting in behalf of peace and 

not of war." 

" I think so too," I reply ; " only that is not their 
reason for doing as they have. The military men who 
have voted the measure down have done so for the 
special purpose of promoting militarism." 

ToKiay the Congress is considering a weighty point, 
Section i of MuraviefiPs second circular: 

An understanding not to increase for a fixed period the present 
effective of the armed military and naval forces, and, at the same 
time, not to increase the budgets pertaining thereta 

This is the question that is of greatest importance 
for the champions of peace, for it touches the evil of 
armed peace. 

This condition — according to Tiirr, la peur 
— has this basis; the presupposition on which the 
relations of nations are established is that the neigh- 
bor has the morals of a bandit and the conscience 
of a pirate f 

Bad news from London, — the House of Commons 
has granted four million pounds for purposes of wan 

Under date of June 27 I confided to my diary the 
text of the whole " armament " debate, which took 
place on the twenty-third and twenty-sixth of the 
month. Here I will introduce only the most notable 
passages. This is sufficient to bring out the attitude 
of the various governments toward this question. 
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First Session, Junb 23. Herr Bebrnaert, Chairman 

We have now reached the serious problem which the Russian 
government placed first of ail, so worded that it instantly aroused the 
attention of the world. 

This time it is not the nations, but a mighty monarch, who believes 
that the enormous burdens that are the result of the armed peace in 
which Europe has been existing since 1871 are calcukited "to para- 
lyze public welfare at its sources, and that their constant increase in- 
volves an oppressive load which the natkms will have ever greater 
and greater difficulty in enduring." 

Count Muravieff's circular has stated the problem in a little more 
condensed form as follows: "What are the means by which a limit 
mig^t be set to the increase of annaments ? Could the nations pledge 
tfaonsdves against an increase or even in favor of a reduction 

I hope that our honored president* his Excellency von Staa], 
who has asked for the floor, wiD ghre us an explicit expbnatkm of 
these points. 

Herr von Staal said : 

. . . The question before tis — fimitalion of the mOitaiy budget 
and of the military establishment — deserves a thorough invest^ 
tion, aU the more from the fact (let me repeat it) that this constitutes 
tiie chief purpose of our assemblage, namely, to lighten as far as 
possible the terrible burden which oppresses the nations tod diedcs 
their material as well as their tvioral development. 

*' Do I need to say that there is no question here of Utopian and 
chimerical measures ? It does not mean that wc shall proceed to dis- 
armament. What we desire is a limitation, a period of quiescence, in 
. tiie <x>nstantly accelerating race of armaments and expenditures. 

*' We make this proposition in the conviction that if an agreement 
is reached, a ^adual reduction will take place. Immovability dors 
not belong to the domain of history, and if we succeed in prcscr\ mg 
a certain stability for a few years, it may be taken for granted that 
the advantageous tendency toward diminution of militaiy expenditures 
will be confirmed and developed. The movement would perfectly 
co ne sp ond to the ideas which inspire the Russian rescript 
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" But we have not yet got that far. At the present moment the 
question before us is only for a cessation, for a fixed period of yean, 
in the mcrease of the military budgets and of the contingents." 

General den Beer Poortugael : 

" Gentlemen : Here we find ourselves facing the chief object of 
MuraviefiPs circular. It is XrvSy worth while for us to oonoentiate 
our powers to the Ughest endeavor. We must regard the great in- 
terests of the nations, so iminiatdy bound up with his reoommendft- 
tion, and I bdieve that I am not going too far when I say that the 
question must be treated with a certain reverence; 

The armies andmiUtaiy budlgets that have been steadily giowiqg 
huger and larger for the last quarter of a century have now aftainpd 
gigantic, terrifyuig, dangerous dhnensbns. Four millions of men 
under aims and army budgets of five billions of francs a yeatl Is 
that not terrible? 

**Truly, this increase of armies* of fleets, of budgets, of debts, seems 
to have been brought out of a Pandora's box, the gift of a widced 
fairy who desires the misfortune of Europe. War is sure to arise fran 
this method of foresight, which is meant to safeguard peace. The 
increase of contingents and of expenses will be the real cause of war. 

. . . "To the states which, tlirou^^h our miiiLary organizations, 
are bound together like mountain climbers in the Alps by a rope, 
the Tsar has said, ' Let us make a common endeavor, let us pause 
on this path which leads to the abyss, else we are lost' 

" A halt, then I Fello w delegates, it is our duty to use our utmost 
endeavors. It will be wortli while. Let us call a halt 1 " 

This speech, spoken in an impassioned voice, aroused ama/cmcnt. 
Many could not refrain from applause; others could hardly help shaking 
their heads. Some one is said to have remarked, " Bebel, out and outl" 

Now the Russian motion was submitted. 

THE PROGRAMME 

Colond von Sdiilinsky's remarks : 

. . . It may be asked, gentlemen, whether the nations repre- 
sented at the Conference will be perf ecdy satisfied if we briog Ifaem 
the aibitratbn tribunal and laws for seasons of war, but nothing for 
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seasons of peace, — this armed peace, which bears so heavily upon 
them that often the statement is heard that an open war would be 
better than diis concealed war of armaments, this perpetual rivalry 
where every nation exhibits greater armies in time of peace than It 
ever did before during the greatest wars. 

. . , ** Moreover, this continued increase of military power fails 
to attain its object, for the relative strength of the various countries 
remains the same. If any government increases its troops, forms 
new battalkmSi its neighbor follows its example without delay, so as 
to preserve the proportions ; the neighbor's neighbor does the same, 
and so it goes on without end. The effective increases, but the pro- 
portions renii'iin about the same. 

..." Moreover, we are proposing nothing new. The limitation 
of contingents suid of the budget has long: been customary in many 
countries. For example, there is the S^\t'!cfi7iat in Germany. This 
means that the total number of the troops in time of peace is hxcd 
for seven - now five — years. In Russia also the war budget is es- 
tablished on a five years' basis. So it is a question of well-known 
measures which have been used for a long time, which alarm no one, 
and which bring about good results ; it is a question of applying these 
regulations for even a shorter time, If you please. The only novelty 
about it is the resohitioii, the courage to state that it is time to 
call a halt 

And Rnaaia moves that we call a halt" 

After Colonel von Schilinsky had spoken, Captain 

Shein made a similar proposal for the naxy. All this 
perfectly corresponds with what Emperor Nicholas said 
to Stead, and also with the utterances that Muravieff 
had made in my presence. 

The truth is, the Russian government, in the pres- 
ence of the whole world, in behalf of the welfare of all 
nations, has officially proposed to the other governments 
that they should come to an agreement henceforth not 
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to increase armaments. At the same time, it has 
clearly opened up the prospect of a subsequent reduc- 
tion. The accompanying proposals for a permanent 
tribunal, the arbitration code, and the propositions 
regarding mediation as well, — all this shows that, 
whatever the decisions of the Conference may be, the 
promoters have done their part honorably. 

Session of June 26. The Commission assembles 
again« L^n Bourgeois has arrived Colonel von 
Schwarshoff is opposing the Russian motion. He 
takes sides also against General den Beer Poortugael ; 
he cannot, he says, accept these ideas, and is unwilling 
that his silence should be construed as assent The 
German people is not oppressed by the weight of 
taxes ; it is not on the sheer edge of the abyss ; it is 
not hastening to ruin, — quite the contrary. As re- 
gards the universal duty to bear arms, the German 
does not regard it as a heavy burden but as a sacred 
and patriotic duty, to the fulfillment of which he owes 
his existence, his prosperity, and his future. Then he 
speaks of the difficulties which beset the plan of limit- 
ing armaments, and explains that it would meet with 
insuperable technical obstacles* 

The German delegate's speech is regarded by the 
others as a clear proof that Germany is going to vote 
against the limitation motion. 

Then Schilinsky, Den Beer Poortugael, and Dr. 
Stanciof^ of Bulgaria speak once more in defense of 
the motion. 
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The chairman proposes the nomination of a com- 
mittee to study into the subject For this committee 
the opponent, Colonel von Schwarzhoff, and the maker 

of the motion are chosen ; also army and navy experts. 

June 301. So, then, to-day, in the House in the 
Wood,** the fate of the proposal for limitation of 
armaments was decided. 

Rejected.. Referred for further consideration to the 
cabinets of the great powers. A resolution made by 
L^n Bourgeois and adopted by the Conference saved 
the principle. 

Last soir4e at Minister Beaufort's. 

Sir Julian Pauncefote comes and sits by me. Of 
course I lead the conversation to the Conference again 
and ask him how long it will probably continue. 

** At least a fortnight," Sir Julian opines. I can as- 
sure you" he adds, "the Conference is doing a great 
work, and other conferences will follow. To be sure, 
the limitation clause was voted down, yet with the 
general declaration that it must be taken up later. 
But, on the other hand, the permanent tribunal has 
become a fact, and for this result Professor Zom is to 
be specially praised for his endeavors*" 

Turkhan Pasha escorts me to the refreshment table. 
There Herr Beernaert hands me an ice. He has re- 
cently arrived from Brussels, where the disturbances 
have fortunately come to an end. The obstruction of the 
socialists in the Chamber consisted in their always start- 
ing the Marseillaise whenever any one began to speak. 

309 



Digitized by Google 



RECORDS OF AN EVENTFUL LIFE 



*• Things are now all right again," says the minister, 
**fZr ani mis &as Us armes* But here I understand some 
things are not all right * Limitation ' is buried ; the 
military experts declared it was out of the question." 

" Buried ? At all events, the flowers are saved 
Bildt* spoke wonderfully, beautifully; and a motion 
by Bourgeois was voted and assures a resurrection. 
The coffin is not nailed up ; the boards are loose. • • 

Such questions,** I added, " should not be treated 
from the technical but from a quite different stand- 
point. If the military men alone are to be allowed to 
decide about disarmament — ** 

"Surely,** says Herr Beemaert, finishing my sen- 
tence. ** It is as if cobblers should deliberate on how 
men could give up wearing footgear I ** 

July I. Now I know the report concerning yester- 
day's limitation session. Servia first declared its adhe- 
sion; then Greece its dissent Hereupon the report 
of the commission on studies was read — a veiy laconic 
report: 

1. That it would be vcn,' difficult, even for a space of only five 
years, to tix the number of Uie Uroops without simultaneously regu- 
lating other elements of defense. 

2. That it would be no less difficult to regulate the elements of 
this defense by means of an international convention, since the de- 
fense is organized in each oountiy from very different points of view. 

Consequently the committee regrets its inability to accept the 
proposal made in the name of the Russian government 

1 Baron von Bildt^ ambamdor from Sweden and Nonraj to the court of 
Italy. He was the <mly delegate plenipotentiaiy from Scandinavia; but Sweden 
and Norway each sent two technical delegates. — Tsamslatob. 
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The oommittee reoommeiids that the mibject of the nbsequent 
decision be ihtnisted to the respective governments. 

Such is the text of ihe militaiy commission's report ; 
and so the matter was simply set aside. The execution 

of the proposal offers difficulties, "consequently" it 
cannot be accepted! This "consequently," however, 
is not satisfactory. The motive adduced for setting 
aside a project of such wide scope is not sufficient 
There is more to be said about it than that it is diffi- 
cult to carry out It must also be clear whether it is 
not desirable, beneficent, nay, more, essentiaL And if 
this conclusion is reached, then if it is to be rejected, 
there must be a better reason than its difficulty; its 
impossibility must be shown. 

But the matter before us cannot be impossible in 
principle; certainly not in the form just presented. 
And it must not be rejected, but rather postponed for 
future realization* This was the feeling of a large 
part of the Conference ; and two other delegates — the 
Swede Baron Bildt and the Frenchman Leon Bour- 
geois — give expression to this feeling in fieiy extem- 
pore speeches. 

From Baron Bildt's speech f It is not enough " ) : 

. . . Now, at the oonduakm of our labors, we shaO realixe that 
we have faced one of the most important proUems of the oentiny, 
and that we have accomplished very little. We have no right to 
cherish ilhisions. If the trsnsactions of the Conference come to 
pubfic knowledge, then, in spite of all that has been done for aibi- 
tratkm, the Red Cross, and the rest, a knid ay will be raised, It 
is not enough 1 " 
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And the majority of us, in our own ooosciences, will justify that 
outcry, ** It is not enough I" To be sure^ our oonadenoes wiU teU ui^ 
for our consolation, that we have done our duty, because we have 
been faithful to the instructions that have been given us. But I ven- 
ture to say that our duty Is not yet completed, and that we stiQ have 
something left to da That is, to investigate widi the greatest firank- 
ness and truth and to report to our governments what defects are to 
be found in the prepaiatkm or execution of the great wock, and with 
steadfastness, with obstinacy, to seek the means to do better and to 
do more. Now let these means be found in new conferences, in direct 
negotiations, or simply in the policy of a good eumple. This is the 
duty which is left for us to fulfill 

This speech made a sensation. The applause had 
not died down when the head of the French delega- 
tion took the floor. 

From Leon Bourgeois's speech ("Our task is higher*): 

I have listened with great ddight to Baron Bildt's eloquent words. 
They oonespond not only to my personal feelings and those of my 
colleagues of the French dd^gation,^ but alao» I am sure, to the 
unanunous feelings of die Conference. I jdn in the appeal which 
Baron Bildt has made. I believe that (to express his ideas st3l more 
explicitly) our oommissi^ has somethii^ further to do. 

I have carefully read the text of Uie conchision reached by the 
technical committee. This text shows the difficulties which at the 
present moment attend the limitation of armament This invest^ 
tbn was also the mandate of the committee. But our commissifwi 
is under obligation to regard the problem before us from a umvcml 
and lugher standpoint 

. . . Colonel von Schwaishoff tells us that Germany easily bears 
die burdens of its military organization, and that in spite of these 
burdens it can point to a great economical development. 

^ These were M. Georges Bihourd, ambassador at The Hague, Baron 
d'Estournelles de Constant^ and three technical delegates — General Mou- 
nier. Rear Admiial Mphau. and Profenor Lduift Reoaidt of the Law Faod^ 
and legal adviser to die Minlatiy of Fofdgn Alhin.'— Tbanslatob. 
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I oome from a oountty which ako bean dieerfutty the obliga- 
tions o£ national defense, and we hope next year, when the Exposi- 
tion will be held, to diow the world that our products and our 
economical development stand on a high level. But the colonel will 

grant me that in his country as well as in mine, if a share of the 
considerable resources now spent for military purposes were devoted 
to the service of productive activity, tiie totai of prosperity wouid be 
developed at a much more rapid rate. 

Moreover, we have here not only to take into account how our 
country endures the burdens of the armed peace. Our task is higher, 
^ we are called upon to consider the joint situation of all the nations. 

After futher considerations, Bourgeois proposes that 
the question be referred to the governments for further 
discussion at the next G>nference. But, that the posi- 
tion of the present Conference may be brought to a 
definite expression, he offers the foiluwing amendment 
to the report : 

The oommiasion takes the view that die limitadon of the militaiy 
buidens lestiiig on the world would be in the highest degree desirable 
for the improvement of the moral and material condition of mankind. 

This resolution was adopted. 

.1 immediately translated the text of both speeches 
and dispatched it to the Neue Freie Presse. 

July 2. Yesterday a ball at the Staals*. When we 
arrive, at ten o'clock, the drawing-rooms are already 
almost full. All the lower rooms of the Vieux Doelen 
— the peristyle, salons, dining-room, and other apart- 
ments — have been engaged for this function and 
are richly decorated. The walls of the ballroom are 
adorned with greenery from which gleam white lilies. 
Nothing but white flowers everywhere, the symbols of 
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peace. There is a flood of electric light from the chan- 
deliers. The orchestra is hidden behind a hedge of 
palms. Softly lighted corridors lead to smaller adjoin- 
ing rooms, in which the guests find nooks for confi- 
dential conversation. The doors leading from the ball- 
room to the terrace stand open, and a broad flight of 
Steps leads down into the lighted garden. 

All the delegates are present except Admiral Fisher/ 
whose absence is all the more to be regretted because 
he is one of the jolliest of the dancers. 

Baron Bildt presents his son to me, a young man 
of twenty-two, just arrived from Upsala, where he is 
studying at the University. 

^ I was on the point of devoting myself to a military 
career,** the young Swede told me in the course of our 
conversation. "And do 3 ou know, gracious lady, what 
kept me from it? The reading of your book. And to- 
day, in this company, I am doubly glad that I chose 
another profession. Perhaps later it will be permitted 
me to labor for the great cause that brought my father 
to The Hague.** 

**I see; a new ambition is awaking, in a new 
field! Remain faithful to this impulse, and may you 
sometime by means of it become a judge in the 
International Arbitration Court or Swedish Minister 
of Peace!" 

^'Oh, how glad I should bel" 

1 Sir John A. Fisher, Vice Admiral, techoiod delate from Great Britain. 
— Tramslatur. 



uiyiii^ed by Google 



THE FIRST PEACE CONFERENCE 

Andrew D. White urges me, in case I have the 
opportunity, to oppose those pessimistic prejudices 
which have gone abroad regarding the Conference, 
and which render more difficult the possibility of 
further work and the assembling of new conferences^ 
He expresses the opinion that the Emperor of Russia 
has one good means at his command, — simply to 
introduce into his country the shipwrecked *Uimita- 
tion " or even the reduction of the military effective. 
He is the autocrat — his will decides. And the policy 
of such an example would be most effective. 

Well, indeed, the manifesto, the summoning of the 
Conference, the motions laid before it, which implied 
the pledge that he would do what he proposed, — ail 
tfiese things were indeed examples. But those who 
are eagerly bent on the preservation of the entire 
military system have not been constrained to follow 
in the same track. How can any one venture, after 
all, in a matter requiring common agreement, to take 
the lead alone ? 

A Russian tells me that in his own country there 
is also a strong military party which holds the Tsar^s 
plans in deep disfavor, so that, even in his immediate 
proximity, opposition and differences of opinion are 
strongly felt It would require iron energy to hold out 
against them. Alas, the cruel are apt to be iron. . . . 

We give an afternoon reception. Among those 
present are Herr and Frau Berends and their daugh- 
ter; Dr. White and his wife, who has just arrived; 
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Monsieur and Madame Descamps; our countrymen, 
Count Welsersheimb, Lieutenant Colonel von Khue- 
pach, and Professor Lammasch; my young Russian 
officer whom I met at yesterday's ball, and young 
Bildt; DnHolls; Bourgeois; the Persian ambassador; 
Bonnefon ; Vasily and his son ; Pompili ; Schmidt auf 
Altenstadt, editor of the Dagblad; Herr von Raffaeio- 
vitch and his daughter; and Minister Beemaert 

Beema^rt goes to-morrow to Brussels. They have 
had a ministerial crisis there too. 

I am gomg to play the role of Bourgeois at Brus- 
sels,'* he said with a laugh. 

'* Then," rejoined the other, " play it to the end and 
come back." 

To^ay I noted a deep remark uttered by L6on 
Bourgeois. The talk turned on the great progressive 

ideas which permeate the world so slowly, altogether 
too slowly, because the daily happenings, the problems 
and sensations of the moment, claim everybody's entire 
attention, Uachialite^ c'esl reiinemi, said he. 

The Swedish envoy's son again took his oath to me 
that he would remain true to the ideal of peace and 
work for it according to his ability. 

The conversation reverted to that session in which 
Colonel Schwarzhoff delivered his speech against the 
proposition of limitation. The gentlemen remarked 
that he had spoken with great mordant. Now the Ger- 
man univalent for that word is not beUsend f biting ') 
but schmdig f keen"). In either case it is an adjective 
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ekpressing admiration. Now, it seems to me, sharp 
teeth and polished sonority are very valuable things 
in their place, but are they specially suited for the 
Peace Conference? 

At dinner we are in Oriental company, — with 
Nouiy Bey and Mirza Rhiza Khan. Were it not for 
the fez, one might take Noury Bey for a Frenchman. 
He takes the point of view of the Turkish patriotic 
party, faithful to the Suitan, not that of the Young 
Turks. The persecution of the Armenians has been 
necessary, he says ; they are revolutionists, rebels, con- 
spirators. In bhort, they are wicked lambs; the wolf 
is in the right 1 

We were reg^tting the failure of the project for 
restricting armaments or talking of something similar, 
I do not remember exactly what 

** But that is a thing,** remarked Noury Bey to my 
husband, " which you, as an Austrian patriot, ought to 
approve of." 

**We friends of peace do not recognize this contra- 
diction," replied my husband; *^what one must regret 
as a man, one cannot be glad of as a patriot And 
indeed it is a mistake to believe that what will not 
benefit mankind will be useful to one's own country. 
In any case, the interest of humanity, absolute right, 
always stands higher than the special advantages of 
any one country.** 

"Splendid!" cried Noury Bey in amazement, but 
not without irony. ''People with such views ought 
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to be appointed judges in the coming international 
tribunal** 

July 4, To-day, in connection with the American 
holiday, an excursion to Delft in commemoration of 
Grotius. In the early morning a severe storm is 
ra^ng and rain is beating on the window panes. 
Wc countermand our order for a carriage and stay 
at home. 

It is a melancholy, gloomy day. The windows rattle 

and tremble ; an ice-cold wind forces itself in. Gray 
are the rolling clouds and the foaming angry sea. 
Lamentation, brawling, and menace commingle in the 

roar of wind and waves. 

The beach is deserted. As far as the eye can see 
there is not a living creature. The bath houses and 
covered chairs and booths are all moved off — or have 
the billows carried them away? The high, foam'H:apped 
breakers tumble over one another and come nearer and 
nearer, and are already dashing over the terrace wall 
Perhaps the whole terrace may be destroyed, as it was 
a few years aga And all the time this tumultuous 
lamentation I How can one feel cheerful ? 

Tnily, there is reason enough for melancholy. This 
Conference, which should show sorrow-laden, danger- 
threatened mankind a way to get finally rid of the 
sorrow and the dangers which arise not from the ele- 
ments but from their own selves, — how its work 
has met with misunderstanding and resistance both 
in the world outside and in its own midst! Noiriiere 
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enthusiastic aid — nay, not even eager curiosity, and 
not once a warm word from those who hold the power 
in their hands. Cold, cold are all the hearts — cold as 
the draft that penetrates through the rattling windows. 
1 am chilled to the bone ! 

In the evening a festival in the concert room in 
honor of the American delegates. The decorations 
are star-spangled banners ; there is a rendering of 
American songs. Dr. Holis tells me that the Grotius 
festival mras a brilliant success* and useful words were 
spoken, especially by Ambassador White. He also 
informs me that the permanent Court of Arbitration 
is accepted. Only the paragraph about obligatory 
cases is omitted. 

July 5. In reply to my note of regret, addressed to 
Andrew D. White, and explaining that our absence 
from the festival was caused by the weather, I receive 
the following reply: 

D«irB«one«n»Satl»er: Hou«: in the Wood. July j. 1899 

We were yety sorry not to see you and the Banm at Ddft» but 
we fully understcxxl and appreciated the reason. We really did not 

expect more than a dozen or twenty people, and were greatly sur- 
prised to sec so large a number j:)rescnt. 

It was to me very inspiring and gave me new hopes as to the 
results of the Conference. 

I beg you not to forc^et what I urged upwn you at our last 
meeting. We are to accomplish here more than we dared hope 
when wc came together, — far more ; and the great thing is to 
'prevent thoughtless, feather-brained enthusiasts from discrediting 
the work, since to do so is to discourage all future efforts of 
this sort 
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We have paved the way for futuie ooofotnoes which wiD devdop 
our work — unless the people at large are taught that nothing h» 
been done in this way. 

Please call me kindly to the icmembmioe of Banm von Sittlnff, 
and I remain, dear madam, most r esp e ct f ully and truly youn, 

Andrew D* Whls 

July 6. At the last session an important article was 
added to the project of the arbitration tribunal It was 
proposed by D'Estoumelles, and is to the effect that 

the signatury powers, in case of a conflict threatening 
between two or more countries, shall consider it their 
duty to remind these powers that the Court of 
Arbitration stands open to them. 

Servia and Roumania make a lively protest against 
the word "duty." Roumania, represented by Beldiroann, 
moreover protests regularly, consistently, and forever. 

After a persuasive speech by L6on Bourgeois, 
D'£stoumelles*s motion is adopted. 

July 7, We take our departure. Ever so many 
friends accompany us to the railway station. The 
coach is hlled with farewell bouquets. Good-by, thou 
lovely city of gardens I Will coming generations make 
pilgrimages to thee because the first International 
Court of Arbitration came into existence here? En- 
riched by the memories of lovely days and interesting 
people, and by uplifting impressions, I take my 
departure from thee, historic place. . . • 

We were obliged, on account of private affairs, to 
leave before the close of the Conference, but I received 
from there every day papers, letters, and dispatches, 
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which kept me informed of the progress and the acU 

final of the Conference. 

I jot down here the most important of these records. 

On the seventh of July the session of the third com- 
mittee (on peaceful adjustment of international con- 
troversies) adjourned until the seventeenth, that in the 
meantime further instructions might he received from 
the governments. Sir Julian Pauncefote makes a trip 
to London. The articles which principally give occa- 
sion for seeking further instructions are those that 
treat of the International Commission erf Inquiry. The 
text up for debate runs : 

In caaes of an international nature, invohrii^ neither ]ionor nor 
vital interests, and arising from a difference of opiiuon on points of 
fact, the signatoiy powers reoonimend that the parties, having been 
unable to come to an agreement hy the usual means of diplomacy, 
should, as far as drcumstanoes allow, institute an international com- 
mission of inquiry, whidi shall dear away these differences by getting 
at die facts through an impartial and conscientious investigation. 

.What a bundle of limitations! "As far as circum- 
stances allow," neither honor nor vital interests." It 
can be seen with what timidity and circumspection 
these grewsome instruments called "jurisdiction," 
"process of inquiry'* — that is^ right and truth, — are 
taken hold oL Torpedoes, dumdum bullets, ekrasit, 
and lyddite — we are already used to such things, we 
are no longer afraid of them; but legal processes in 
international affairs, — those would be too dangerous 
for vital interests; at all events, for the interests of 
militahsnu . » • 
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The origin of this formula honor and vital interests 
of a nation" is well known. It has always been pro- 
duced in the following form by the opponents of inter- 
national arbitration: "Hitherto courts of arbitration 
have exercised their functions in small matters but not 
in important ones." What has hitherto been used as 
an argument is now to be incorporated in a treaty I 

To some the limitations seem superfluous, to others 
the whole proposition seems too far-reaching and — 
being without precedent — too uncanny ; hence the 
adjournment to wait for further instructions. Stead, 
in his chronicle in the Dagblad^ calls attention to this 
and implores the committee to modify the article at 
the next reading. 

On the nineteenth of July the committee assembles 
again. Herr Bcldimann in an hour's speech attacks the 
Commission of Inquiry with all his energy. Roumania, 
he declares, will enter into no arrangement that shall 
have an obHgatory character. Not for a mon^ent will 
it permit the rights of its sovereign independence to 
be brought into question. (I love the Roumanians 
proud!) He moves the rejection of the whole prop- 
osition, Servia upholds the arguments of the previous 
speaker. Chevalier Descamps defends the motion, and 
he is followed in this by Herr Martens, who speaks 
with still greater energy. Objections like those ex- 
pressed by the representative of Roumania ought not 
to prevent an arrangement which is calculated to 
assure universal peace and avoid conflicts. 
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In the afternoon comes the second meeting of the 
committee. The text of the controverted paragraph is 

somewhat altered. An additional clause reads : 

The report of the International Conunission of Inquiiy is limited 
to a statement of facts, and has in no wa/tfae character of an aifaitial 
decision. It leaves die powers that are in dispute entire freedom as 

to the weight to be given to this statement 

On the Other hand, the phrase honor and vital inter- 
ests'* is omitted. Roumania and Servia desire to wait 

for further instructions by wire. 

July 2a The articles regarding mediation and good 
offices are accepted without objection. When the article 
on the Commission of Inquiry is reached, Beldimann 
declares that he has not yet received any reply from 
his government A few delegates are indignant at the 
further procrastination, and it is finally decided to take 
up the article again in two days. Now, without further 
objections, the reading of the report is continued. 
When Article 37 is reached, — the one proposed by 
D'Estournelles, which lays an obligation upon the 
powers to remind parties in dispute that there is a 
Tribunal, — the interest of the session reaches its 
culminating point 

The representatives of Roumania and Servia set 
themselves in violent opposition to it But Professor 
Zom warmly advocates its acceptance. Dr. Holls de- 
clares that Article 27 is the crown of the whole work, 
and he decidedly protests against any change in 
its wording. 
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Count Nigra, kindled by the electricity of the atmos- 
phere, springs up and apostrophizes the representatives 

of the Danube states : " We are here neither as great 
nor as small states; we are ail alike sovereign — we 
act here as free and equal" 

The sensation of the session was still to come. 
Never before had a more excited and more elevated 
feeling ruled in the House in the Wood" Never before 
had the transactions aroused so much moral enthusi- 
asm. So the moment was favorable when Leon Bour- 
geois took the floor, and in fiery words, in the name of 
France, supplemented the speech made by Professor 

Zorn. In one point he was obliged, he said, to oppose 
Count Nigra, — thereare great and smaller powers. But 
the measure of greatness is not to be found in the area 
of their territory, nor in the effective of their troops, nor 
in the number of their inhabitants. The greatness of a 
power is to be measured by the greatness of its ideas 
and by the faithfulness with which it adheres to the 
principles on which the progress of mankind is based. 

The orator spoke further in the same tenor, and all 
listened as if under a spell. When he ended, the 
storm of applause would not cease, and one delegate 
after another warmly pressed around the speaker to 
congratulate him. 

And Article 27 was accepted. 

July 22. Again the Commission of Inquiry. The 
question is asked whether the representatives of Roo- 
mania, Greece, and Servia have received the answers 
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of their governments. Mr. Delyannis declares, in the 

name of Greece, that he has been instructed to accept 
the new form of the convention. Dr. Velkovitch/ in 
the name of Servia, makes a similar declaration. Now 
it is Roumania's turn. The president announces that 
he has just had a letter from Herr Beldimann, stating 
that his instructions have come to-day authorizing him 
to accept the new form, but only on condition that 
the eliminated clauses, " honor and interests of the 
nations " an^ when circumstances allow," be restored 
Otherwise Roumania cannot sign the convention. 

Put to vote, the Beldimann ultimatum is accepted. 

In the last plenary session, on July 28, Descamps's 
Rapport final ^ la Conference sur le reglement 
pacifique des conflits internationaux " is read. 

The introduction to this document brings out 
thoughts and points of view which embrace the whole 
ideal of peace, — I might rather say the whole gospel 
of peace, — as, for example : 

Resolved to use eveiy endeavor to bring about the peaceful soIup 
tion of international conflicts ; recognizing the solidarity whidi unites 
shoulder to shoulder aB the chnlized nations; desirous of extending 
the sovereignty of law and of strengthening the sentiment of inter- 
national justice, etc, the undersigned [the names follow] have agreed 
upon the following provisions. 

The first of the sixty-one paragraphs gives the gist 
of everything that is elaborated in the rest : 

1 Dr. Voblaf Vdkovitch, profesior of law in the Untvenity of Belgrade ; 

the other representatives of Servia were Miyatovitch, envoy at London and 
The Hague, and Colonel Maachini envoy at Cetinje. — TaANSLAToa. 
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*With a view to obviating, as far as possible, re- 
course to force in the relations between states, the 
signatory powers agree to use their best efforts to in- 
sure the pacific settlement of international differences." 

Early on July 29 the conventions were signed in 
the ** House in the Wood," and the formal concluding 
session took place in the afternoon. The last word — 
it was uttered by D'Estournelles — was : 

" May our G}nference be a beginning, not a conclu- 
sion. May our countries, by inaugurating new assem- 
blages such as this has been, continue to serve the 
cause of civilization and of peace 1" 
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Journey to Norway to the ninth Interparliamentary Conference • The 
woman's movement in the North • Military honors shown the friends of 
peace • Evening bef ore the Conference • lijornstjcme Bjornson • Opening 
in the Storthing A mot by Minister Steen • Report on the Nobel founda- 
tion • Garden party at S teen's • llcnnk ibsen • At M. Catussc s ■ Excur- 
sion to Frognersattem • Last session • Message from The Hague • Final 
banquet • Bjornson aj» a speaker • My interview with him ■ iiariaanasciorf 
again • Aunt Biischel's death • Margarete Suttner^s betrothal • Letter from 
C6atit Apponyi • Whai then oonadtuted my life * A phyacian's prescrip- 
tion ' Controvert between the jtngoet snd padfitta in England • End of 
the Dveylus affair • Gcimany'a naval plan • The South African war bteaka 

out • Letter from Count Nigra 

AS soon as we returned to Harmannsdorf I set to 
L work revising my diary from which have been 
taken^ for this autobiography, most of the passages re- 
ferring to the Conference, i sent the book to the pub- 
lisher, and it appeared in 1900, but I cannot report any 
great awakening of interest thereby. The contem- 
porary world is either indifferent or unfriendly in its 
attitude toward the Hague Conference. 

We remsuned at home only a short time. After 
about three weeks we started forth again, this time for 
Norway. Invitations from the management of the In- 
terparliamentary Conference which was to meet there 
from the first to the sixth of August had come to us, 
as well as to Herr von Bloch, requesting us to attend 
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the deliberations and festivities as guests of honor. 
We did not require a second invitation. A journey to 
the Northland, what a holiday 1 

Again a wholly new part of the world opening be- 
fore us. We reached Christiania on the evening of 
July 3a On the thirty-first the ship placed at the dis* 
posal of the interparliamentanans was to arrive. This 
ship was met by another, on which were the managers 
of the Conference as well as such of the deputies as 
had preferred to come by rail John Lund invited us 
to accompany him on the trip. 

There were many other guests besides us on board. 
We met many old friends and acquaintances, includ- 
ing Ullman {th<j president of the Storthing), Von 
Bar of the University of Gottingen, Marcoartu, Baron 
Pirquet, and others. It was two o'clock in the after- 
noon, the blue sky was cloudless, the fiord lay bathed 
in the brightest sunshine, and a cool breeze stirred the 
air. A military orchestra was on board, and to the 
strains of the Norwegian national hymn our steamer 
moved away. Streamers of the various colors of the 
fourteen countries represented at the Conference waved 
from the masts. 

We made many new acquaintances. The wife of 
Blehr, afterwards minister but at that time ambassador 
in Stockholm, told me about the progress dE the 
woman*s movement already started in Norway; she 
said that they were not far from the attainment of suf- 
frage. Every one, from the wives of statesmen down 
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to the peasant women, was taking an active part in 
political life, 

I asked if it wera true that Sweden and Norway 

were living like quarrelsome brethren. 

** No,** replied Frau Bleluv the relationship is that 
of a marriage in which the man has everything, the 
wife nothing, to say ; and, according to modern ideas, 
that can be no kind of a happy marriage. Norway, in 
this union, plays the part of the wife without authority, 
and what she wants is what to-day the woman with 
equal privileges demands in marriage — the right to 
her own personality/' 

We sailed past a small flotilla of war vessels which 
were in readiness to meet the ship of the inteq^arlia- 
mentarians and give it convoy. A war flotilla to meet 
a ship of peace 1 This new method of showing honor 
surprised me. Lund told us that the committee had 
found some difficulty in overcoming the opposition of 
the conservatives* who regarded it as out of character 
that military honors should be paid to the champions 
of antimilitarism. Such parties are accustomed to take 
great stock in the notion of a quiet amalgamation of 
contrarieties. Soldiers and pacifists need not be antag* 
onistic or endeavor to destroy one another, but may 
join in a higher unity, — an army fighting for assured 
legal protection* 

Greetings and shouts were exchanged between our 
ship and the fleet, although this conduct was contrary 
to the stipukition that during the trip they should take 

329 



Dig'itized 



RECORDS OF AN EVENTFUL LIFE 

no notice of each other. About five o'clock the vessels 
met John Lund and other members of the Storthing 
were rowed over to the parliamentary vessel and 
boarded her to extend greetings. 

The fortification of Oskarborg fired a salute. At 
the foot of the walls troops were drawn up and a loud 

hurrah, divided into three regular periods and nine 
times repeated, — that being the Northern cheer, — 
came across distinctly, and the flags were dipped in 
salutation. Beyond Oskarborg, as soon as the two 
parliamentary vessels arrived, the war ships took the 
lead and gave convoy up to the city of the Congress. 

At nine o'clock in the evening, but still in dear 
daylight, we make our entry into Christiania. The 
quay along its whole extent is thronged with jubi- 
lant townspeople; people stream forth from all die 
side streets. 

On the evening of the first of August there is a 
miscellaneous assemblage, with a concert in the Hans- 
Haugen, a public garden situated on a hill. We meet 
old acquaintances; Dr. Barth from Berlin, Dr. Har- 
mening from Jena, Pierantoni from Rome, Senator 
Labiche from Paris, Count Albert Apponyi from 
Budapest, Gniewocz and Dr. Millanich from Vienna. 
Also many new delegates attending their first Inter- 
parliamentary Conference are presented to me; amoi^ 
them several members of the Center in the German 
Reichstag, Dr. Herold, and a few of the Young-Czech 
party from the Austrian parliament 

330 



Googl 



AFTER THE HAGUE CONFERENCE 

A gigantic figure approaches me. I instantly recog* 
nize the characteristic head with the white lion's mane: 
oh, joy — it is Bjornstjerne Bjornson. He kisses my 
hand and we chat a few minutes; but soon a frail 
little woman in a white gown hurries up to him, with 
the words, ^ Father, they are looking for you. . . 

Bjornson introduces his daughter, Frau Ibsen. 

A buffet was arranged for the assembled guests in 
a large hall. During the festival the papers arrive 
with news about the close of the Conference at The 
Hague. A passage from Beaufort's speech was most 
eagerly discussed. On account of technical difficulties 
the formula fc^r a limitation of armaments adapted to 
the new conditions in ail countries has not as yet 
been drawn up, but all are agreed on the principle that 
this formula must be sought and found. Here now is a 
task laid out for the Interparliamentary Union, namely, 
to develop further the work begun at The Hague. 

At this writing — 1908 — however, that formula has 
not been found. Parliamentarians, with but few excep- 
tions, when they are not in the Conference but in par- 
liament, do nothing but consent, consent The study 
of the problem was postponed from the first to the 
second and from the second to the third Hague Con- 
ference, and still it remains uninvestigated. Where 

there is no will, there is no way. 

On the next day — to return to 1899 — came the 
formal opening in the Storthing. At the earlier Con- 
ferences scarcely more than sixty or eighty persons 
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were present ; this time there are more than three 
hundred. Germany, which hitherto has been repre- 
sented by not more than two or three, sends forty to 
Christiania; France sends twenty-six, Austria four- 
teen. If this continues, special halls will have to be 
built for the " Interparliament " I 

I noted the final sentence from Minister of State 
Steen's opening speech : ** And so we shall be victori- 
ous—which will be a blessing to the defeated*** That 
gives the criterion for what all noble champions of the 

future are to attain. 

President U 11 man makes a report on the Nobel 
foundation. The first distribution is to take place on 
the tenth of December, 1901. The interest accruing 
up to that time is to be employed as a capital fund for 
the creation of a Nobel Institute in Christiania, that is, 
a central school for the study and development of 
.international law. From the annual income of the 
bequest (2O0y0OO Swedish kroner) 50^000 kroner are 
to be reserved for the support of the Institute. 

For the first time the United States of America is 
represented at an Interparliamentaxy Conference. Mr. 
Barrows reports that in his country there are many 
people who have never seen an officer and many offi- 
cers who have never seen their regiment assembled. 
He believes that he is warranted — especially in view 
of the instructions and proposals intrusted to the dele- 
gates to the Hague Conference — in declaring that the 
jingo spirit, which was aroused by the last war with 
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Spain, and which is in such absolute opposition to the 
fundamental principles of the land of the star-spangled 
banner, will never get the upper hand. 

So this was the first time that an American repre- 
sentative appeared in the arena of the Interpariiamen- 
tavy Union ; but of late the New World is taking the 
first place in the universal peace movement From 
that direction will come for the Old World the impulse, 
the example, — perhaps the necessity, — for the crea- 
tion of United Europe. 

Mr. Barrows was followed by Count Albert Apponyi. 
He informed the meeting that Koloman von Szell, 
the former leader of the Hungarian Interparliamentaiy 
group, had now become prime minister. Fiery, elo- 
quent as always, flowed Apponyi's speech, and when 
he had finished, Bjomson went up to him and pressed 
his hand. 

Iq the evening a garden party at Minister of State 
Steen's. Here I met Ibsen. Long ago I had written 
him to get his views in regard to the peace cause. He 
then replied that his life was wholly devoted to the 
dramatic art and he had no views at all on the ques- 
tion at issue. I now wanted to ask if his presence was 
a sign of an awakened interest in the movement, but 
some one came between us and I had no other chance 
to resume the interrupted conversation. 

The next afternoon we made the acquaintance of 
all the members of the French group present. M. Ca- 
ll^ isse, the recently accredited ambassador of France at 
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Stockholm, whom we had met before both at Nice and 
at The Hague, had invited all his French colleagues 

to take tea with him, and my husband and I were also 
asked. We found more than a dozen members of the 
Chamber and the Senate, among them the former 
premier, Cochery. 

We spoke of L^on Bourgeois. He had left The 
Hague for Paris on account of the last cabinet crisis, 
and there he had informed several of the gLiulemen 
that he should be unwilling to undertake the forma* 
tion of a new cabinet, because he considered the work 
that he had to complete at The Hague more important 

Senator Labiche told us that the day before, when he 
was introduced to Bj5mson, the poet asked him point 
blank, J^ies^wms Dreyfusard? — for Bj5mson himself is. 

The day and evening ended with an entertainment 
given by the city. A hundred and fifty carriages were 
in readiness and took the guests to the Frogner^ttem, 
a favorite place of resort, the road to which winds up 
continuously for hve miles through thick forest trees, 
past all the red cottages of the peasantry, which give the 
characteristic physiognomy to "the land of the thou- 
sand homesteads," as the poet of the national hymn 
(Bjdmson) calls his native land In the midst of the 
forest, on high land, you pass glittering lakes, and, 
wherever there is a wide prospect, fiord and city gleam 
in ever-varying beauty. 

On the second and last day of the Conference the 
transactions occupied the whole time from nine o'clock 
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until five. The principal subject on the programme 
was the Conference at The Hague. Stanhope reads 
a message brought from there by W. T. Stead and 
bearing the signatures of Beemaert, Rahusen, D'Es- 
toumeUes, Descamps, and others. This message com- 
municates to their colleagues assembled at Qiristiania 
the outcome of the arbitration question, — a result 
which, as soon as its importance is grasped, will be 
recognized as the crowning event of the nineteenth 
century. The conclusion of the message read: 

"So this is the machine which the Hague Confer- 
ence has created, and it is for you, representatives of the 
nations, and for the nations to provide it with steam." 

A duty which — I repeat it with regret — neither 
the nations nor their representatives up to the present 
time have fulfilled. 

It was voted that Paris should be the place for the 
next Conference, and the date, 1900. 

The last evening was devoted to the parting ban- 
quet, given by the Storthing. Bjornson arose as the 
first speaker. He spoke French. His somewhat sing- 
song tone was not well suited to the French accent, 
but the emphasis and the enthusiasm of the address 
atoned for that His theme was " The Truth." Bjorn- 
son wants to see truth injected into politics — politics 
should become ethical. Of course every self-respecting 
"practical politician" will smile indulgently at that 
idea. After leaving the table, the guests, four hun- 
dred in number, scattered through the many adjoining 
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rooms. Here appeared a troop of young people in neat 
black clothes and white caps- — I took them for stu- 
dents, but they were artisans — and sang Norwegian 
and German part songs. Bjomson addressed them 
and they themselves expressed words of thanks to n!I 
the men and women present who were working Lor 
peace, that most important of all advantages for the 
laboring man. 

While we were drinking our coffee, I had at last a. 
long talk with Bjomson. I can forgive him for not 
calling upon me, for he has not a moment of rest He 
is regarded as a universal counselor. Young poets 
bring him their manuscripts ; young women aspirants 
to a theatrical career play their heroine r61es before him; 
and he is incapable of refusing any one. Speaking of 
the artisans who had just been singing, he told me 
that in his country this class took more interest than 
the higher strata of society, in intellectual things. ^ I 
was recognized by them," he said, " much earlier than 
by the so-called intelligent class." 

**And isn't it true,** I asked, *'that the peasants 
here are \x'iy advanced? I hear that there are no 
illiterate among them." 

**Oh, the peasants,** cried Bjbmson, "they are the 
foundation of our kingdom ; they are its pillars.** 

We made the return journey from Norway in Bloch s 
company, though indeed only as far as Berlin. There 
our paths diverged, Bloch going to Warsaw and we to 
Vienna and Piarmannsdorf. 
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Here sad news and joyous news awaited us. 

My Aunt Buschel, seventy-nine years old, whom I 
was in the habit of visiting every week at Eggenburg 
near by, to talk with her about old times,' about Elvira, 
and about my mother, — had peacefully passed away 
during our absence. She had a short illness, and was 
cared for by my relatives. With her death the last 
link that connected me with the days of my youth 
was broken. 

The joyous event was a betrothal. On the day after 
our return the whole family from the neighboring 
Stockem drove over to Harmannsdorf accompanied 
by a young cousin, Baron Johann Baptist Moser. All 
wore mysterious looks as they whispered together 
and put on such strange expressions 1 When we were 
gathered together at lunch, and dessert was served, my 
brother-in-law Richard suddenly rose and, portentously 
clearing his throat, said, — 

^ My dear friends, I hereby inform you that yester- 
day evening my dear daughter Margarctc and my dear 
nephew Moser became engaged,*' 

Universal jubilation, and I myself felt the tears of 
joy coming into my eyes, for I had long cherished the 
desire that these dearly beloved young folks, who were 
so admirably suited to each other, should strike up a 
match, and so the news brought keen delight to me. 

I had no lack of work to do. The interrupted Hague 
diary had to be finished; likewise the reports for my 
periodical This, by the way, was to cease publication 
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at the end of the year and to be absorbed by the 
Friedenswarie^ edited by A. H. Fried, whose regiJar 
collaborator I am up to the present time. 

One day I 'received several copies of the Budapesier 
Tagbiaii containing an excellent article by Count 
Albert Apponyi, who gave in it a very favorable 
report regarding the Hague Conference, and made 
the suggestion for a press league, to be associated 

with the Intcr]:)arliamcntary Union. I thanked the 
count for sending me the |xipers and praised the idea. 
In answer I received the following letter: 

_ _ , Ebeihanl, August 28, 1899 

My dear Baroness : ^ 

In thanking you for your friendly letter I must obserxe that, 
though I certainly estimate at its full value the submission of my 
lucubrations to your very competent criticism, the thought of burden- 
ing you with several copies of the Budapester Ta^blatt was entirely 
due to the editors of that paper. Had it been my doing* it wouid 
have been inexcusably presumptuous. 

It rejoices me that ihe thoughts that I wiote down meet widi your 
approval. The optimism whidi I display is» however, rather a tactical 
maneuver than actual conviction. The great powers at The H^gue 
were less than lukewarm, and I am not sure that their assent to The 
Hague conventions — especially in the case o£ Geimai^r and Austria- 
Hungary — win be given. The nilerB do not want the thing to suc- 
ceed ; they do not want war, indeed, but every institution m whidi 
they can detect any limitation of their absolute power (to do either 
good or ill) is instinctively repugnant to them. 

Meantime, we in Hungary — where, after the beneficent parlia- 
mentary revolution of this winter, we are perhaps on the way to re- 
cuperation (but 1 repeat the word "perhaps") — will do our best to 
bring our monarchy, through constitutional methods of pressure, into 
the right course. My position for this end has become somewhat 
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better, and I will certainly make the most of it I shall also endeavor 
to form the press league mLiitionLd in my article. It is intended to 
form a connecting link between the Interparliamentary Union and the 
people. As for the rest, only a kind Providence can make anything 
good out of such wretched matcruil 

With sincere respect, 

Your wholly devoted 

Albert Apponyi 

As I turn over the leaves of my diary for that time, 
I find that three different objects filled my soul, each 
with different moods. There was my great life interest, 
my " one thing essential," which just now through the 
Hague Conference had arrived at such a mighty stage 
of development It was almost as if the goal, which 
only a few years before was so far away, had now come 
SO near and was so distinct that soon all would per- 
force take note of it and therefore hasten to it I saw 
clearly what I myself had to do: it was to give as 
many of my fellow-countrymen as possible a knowl- 
edge of the results of the Conference, and I devoted 
myself diligently to this task, writing numerous news- 
paper articles and my book on the Hague Conference. 

I must confess I could not take an unqualified joy 
in doing this, for I had been a witness to the opposi- 
tion, open and secret, which had been directed at The 
Hague against the realization of the "warless age." 
But all the more strenuous was the obligation to put 
to the service of the cause all the new facts and sup- 
ports which the present state of the movement afforded 
its defenders. 
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Something else was runng full of threat on the hori- 
zon. The war party in England seemed to be getting 
the upper hand; the Outlander crisis in the Transvaal 
was growing more and more acute. What if it broke 
into war ? That would discredit the peace work that 
had been begun and would decidedly put it back. 
Can it be that between the two forces of Might and 
Right, Might is again to carry the day? 

Another object of my thought and anxiety was 
iound in our domestic circumstances. The losses in 
the quarries, in the failure of crops, and in unfortunate 
speculations had increased to such an extent that it 
was now almost impossible to keep our beloved 
Harmannsdorf above water much longer. And what 
then? What a grief for the poor old mother, for the 
sisters, and also for My Own, if the home nest were 
to be sacrificed ! 

The third field of my feelings and moods lay within 
our married happiness. In this was my peculiar 
inalienable home, my refuge tor all possible condi- 
tions of life, — something beyond Harmannsdorf and 
the Transvaal, beyond everything, come what might, 
— and so the leaves of my diary are full not only of 
political and domestic records of all kinds, but also of 
memoranda of our gay little jokes, our confidential, 
enjoyable walks, our uplifting reading, our hours of 
music together, and our evening games of chess. To 
us personally nothing could happen. We had each 
other, — that was everything. 
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The thought that we might be torn apart by the all- 
destroyer Death we put out of our minds* And yet at 
that time I was not very strong and I believe My Own 
felt some alarm about my condition. I had suddenly 
become so languid; it was hard for me to walk; after 
a few steps I became so dizzy that I could scarcely 
stand. My Own dragged me off to a physician ; I say 
" dragged," because all my life long I have been strenu- 
ously opposed to medical treatment This physician 
gave me an examination and asked me all manner of 
questions and ordered — what do you suppose ? 

I will give the details because it is an interesting 
case. In the first place I followed his directions, which 
also was contrary to my custom ; up to that time the 
only use I had made of medicine was to throw it out 
of the window. What is more, the treatment helped 
me. In a short time I became as healthy as a fish m 
water. Well then, what was the doctor's prescription ? 
Bicycling I I, a heavy woman of fifty-six, who had 
never mounted a wheel, was now to attem_pt this 
schoolgirl's sport 1 It was comical, but I did it The 
prescription was tremendously tempting to me. It 
had always been my keen desire to enjoy this skim- 
ming away on the thin-legged iron steed, and I had 
regretted that I was bom too early to experience this 
delight Now it was imposed upon me as a duty to 
my health 1 I immediately bought a wheel, and one of 
the castle servants was appointed my instructor. He 
helped me to mount the thing and down I went Up 
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again, clown again — twenty times in buccession. That 
was my first lesson. 

Would it not be better to try a tricycle?" asked 
My Own solicitously, for he gained no confidence 
at all from this debut But I would not hear to it 
" The doctor has prescribed bicycling and bicycling 
it shall be." 

With a persistence at which I myself am amazed 
I kept up my lessons; more and more infrequently 
the wheel wobbled, ever more and more rare were the 

trees against which I obstinately steered, and after a 
long course of instruction — I certainly am not going 
to confess how long — I attained such skill that I 
wheeled in great style through the avenues of the park 
and really made a very elegantly executed figure eight I 
In doing this I felt perfectly well; the blood circu- 
lated with reinvigorated energy ; dashing away on the 
wheel became to me a perfect delight ; I had no more 
attacks of lassitude ; I grew slenderer, and at the same 
time I had a feeling as if youth, youth were streaming 
through my veins 1 

Things in the Transvaal were going from bad to 
worse. People in England, worked upon through their 
passion, were demanding war. The London pacifists 
were putting forth their utmost endeavors to ward off 
the misfortune; ihey instituted meetings, they wrote 
to the papers ; W. T. Stead established a new weekly, 
JVar against War^ — all in vain. Any one who pleaded 
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for peace was repudiated, scouted as a ** Little Eng- 
lishman," if not even held up to scorn and derision as 
a traitor. Managers of halls would no longer permit 
the use o[ them for peace meetings, and if such gather- 
ings were held they were broken up by turbulent 
mobs. Assaults even were committed. At a public 
meeting held by the Peace Association in Trafalgar 
Square, the orators were not only overwhelmed with 
insults but were attacked with projectiles. An open 
jackknife was hurled at Felix Moscheles, narrowly 
escaping his head. 

In the meantime the second Dreyfus trial was held 
at Rennes, and with the same military fanaticism and 
partisanship as in the days when Esterhazy was glori- 
fied and Zola was persecuted with shouts of a I'eau I 
k reau / Now a furious anti-Dreyfusard even makes 
an attempt upon the life of the defendant's lawyer, 
Labori. The court-martial condemns Dreyfus to death 
— but he is pardoned. 

In Vienna a meeting is held at which Dr. Lueger 
declares, " Dreyfus belongs to the Devil's Island and 
all the Jews as well." This impelled my husband to 
call a counter meeting of his Union* The combat 
with popular frenzy and against national hatred is a 
hard, apparently quite hopeless, task, only just begun. 
Pain and indignation and a bitter sense of feebleness 
take possession of the combatant; but still there is 
nothing else for him to do — he must take up the 
fight And since absolutely nothing in this world is 
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lost, such protests certainly have their effect ultimately 
in their own way, even if they seem for the moment 
to be wasted. 

In the German empire plans for a tremendous fleet 
are adopted. **Our future lies on the water/' — there- 
fore enormous increase of armament on the sea. Ex- 
actly the opposite of what was at the foundation of the 
Hague Conference. Bioch writes me that Emperor 
William is said to have persuaded the Tsar that the 
peace cause — that is, in the form of an arbitration 
tribunal and the limitation of armaments (the German 
Emperor is surely in &ivor of preserving peace by the 
protection of the bayonet)— is directly contrary to 
dynastic interests. 

The South African war breaks out Our opponents 
cry scornfully, **So this is the result of the Hague 
Conference, is it ? ** 

I had desired to publish in my monthly an expres- 
sion of opinion regarding this misfortune from an 
English peace champion so highly regarded as Philip 
Stanhope, who I knew would be deeply grieved by it 
He replied that it would not be in good taste to ex- 
press his views in foreign periodicals while his country 
was involved in war. Now that the war is long finished 
there is no indiscretion in my reproducing his letter: 

Padworth House, Reading, November 19, 1899 
Dear Baroness von Suttner: 

I have to tliank you most siooerdy for your letter. In tunes like 
tiieae, when one finds one's sdf in a small minority, the enoouragement 
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of friends is of great service, and no one is more authorized than 
yourself to speak upon such an issue, having for many yean given 
your life to the service of the cause of peace. 

Just now it is impossible to write anything for publication in a 
foreign journal While we are in the throes of a great war it would 
be unseemly to do so, and I will therefore ask you to kindly excuse 
me in this rq^aid for the present I may, however, say to yourself 
as a friend what I ooold not public^ say about the situation. 

I think the jingo feeling is subskling in England. Now that the 
people are at last realising what war means, there is less shouting 
and entiiusiasm. I am told that even in the music halls this tendency 
is very marked. Of course patriotic songs will always command a 
large audience and exdte natural patriotic emotions, but people are 
beipnning to think and to ask tbonsdves what the war is about, 
and whether warfare is the best way of really pacifying South Africa. 
I have great confidence in the ultimate good sense of my countrymen 
when the fever has passed away. 

All the same, the path of itieaiisLs like ouiselves is not made more 
easy by what has happened. 

I hope Baron von Suttner is well. Kindly remember me to him 

and allow me to subscnbe myself as . . 

Veiy smoerely yours 

Fhffip Stanhope 

I asked an expression of opinion from Count Nigra 

for the annual meeting of my Union. The ambassador 
replied with the following letter : 

My dear Bartmess- i^ome, Grand Hotel, November 29, 1899 

You are quite right in aeiang the occasion of the meeting of die 
Austiiaa peace sodety to ask a word of approbation and encourage- 
ment from those who worked for peace at the Omferenoe at The 
Hague. That Conference has had to meet with two untoward acci- 
dents, — the Dreyfus affair and the conflict in the Transvaal The 
first distracted public attention from our work ; the other seems to 
contradict it The coincidence is certainly very regrettable. But these 
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are only passing incidents, while our work is destined to last as hr.g 
as time lasts. The Conference is accused of not having produced 
immediate results. 1 o tell the truth we enjoyed no illusion in this 
icspect We knew perfectly well that we bad not been workiog to 
aecttie the peace of the worid from one day to another. On the cod- 
truy, we had the oonaciousness of working for the future of hunani^. 

Moreover, is it true that the Conference had no immediate effect? 
I think diat tlie mere fact that sudi a Conference was convoked by a 
powerful monarch, like the Emperor of Russia, that it was aooepled 
by aO the powers, and that it could meet and work for months with 
Ae purpose of roakii^ wars less frequent and less cruel for the 
natkms^ — that fact akme Is abesdy a great result It proves at lesit 
that the Ideas of peace and arbitration have entered mio the 
oonscbusness of goveroments and of peoples. 

Besides, as I have just said, we had m view not the fleetny 
moment but die future history of the world. The tree, the seed of 
wlndi we have planted, Is fikdy to grow but sk>w)y, like eveiydiing 
else that is destined to hicrease and throw down deep roots. We 
shall not be able to repose in the shade of its branches, but those 
who follow us will gather its fruits. I have faiih in our work for liie 
future. The ideas that we ha\ L> aroused in the minds of the govern- 
ments and of the peoples can jiot vanish like deceptive mirages. They 
have their raisons d'etre in the universal consciousness. Like every 
human conception, they meet, in their application, with periods of 
arrested development and even, if one may thus ex{)rcss one's self, 
with passing eclipses. But nothing shall prevent their onward course. 
The end which we have set before ourselves is that of a forward 
march in constant progress. It is the law of histoiy. Blind is he 
who does not see it. 

So then, sursum ioria^ and let us remember that Christ blamed 
men of little faith. You can remind your assembly of this in ocder 
that it may be taken in elsewhere. 

Accept, madam, my very sincere regsids 
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THE TURN OF THE CENTURY 

1900 or 1901 • Addrew to iStut powen • Letten from Hoiiyk SienldewiGs • 
Letter froin the Ftinoe off Mingrdia • Count Apponyi's preaa scheme * The 
InteiiMifiameiitary Confereooe at Paris • Count Apponyi on Uie COnfei^ 
cnoe • Dr. Osrk's action regarding Chamberlain and President Kruger • 
Aittm pan • The troubles in China • Letten from Yang-Yu to my hu»> 
band • The Ptoaoe Congress at Paris • The BMi family * Madame S6rer- 
ine • The Exposition • Dinner at Professor Charles Richet's • Miss Alice 
Williams • Literary work • Nomination of the Hague judges • Letters from 
Martens and Schdnbom • D^Estoumelles's lecture in Vienna • Dr. HoUs's 
mission • Our silvo* wedding • Letter from Tolstoi • First assignment of 
the Nobel prizes • Dunnnt's thanks • Decennial celebration of the Union • 
Letters of con^jnitulation from Passy, Szell, Schonborn, D^EstoumeUes, 

Chlumecky, Hos^;ger and Bjomson 

NOW we began to write 1900. A new century. 
To be sure the ancient controversy raged a good 
deal as to whether the century began with the cipher 
or with the figure one ; but I think that the number 

1 90 1 signifies that the first year of the twentieth cen- 
tury is finished, so that it begins with 1900^ therefore 
it already i&^ To be sure, time runs without figures 
into the Ocean of Eternity, but such turning points 
are always impressive. 

Even the Tsar's rescript said, **This Conference 
should be, by the help of God, a happy presage for a 

' There arc a hundred centn to a dollar and a hundred years to a cenniry. 
Kinety-nine cents do not make a dollar; nor does the year 12^99 ^® 
centuiy. — Translator. 
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century which is about to open." Our age, however, 

allowed this significant epoch to pass by without 
" turning over a new leaf," without saying, " I^ow we 
will dedicate the twentieth century by breaking with 
the old barbarism." 

Barbarism was happily rescued by its admirers, and 
an immeasurably horrible and pitiful war, with lurid- 
glaring jingoism in its train, n^ed as a portentous 
presage marking the transition from the old centuiy 
to the new. 

All the pacifists were troubled and indignant over 
this turn of affairs; but none was disheartened. It is 
well known that the line of progress often runs back 
a little in order later to advance with accelerated 
rapidity; and the results already achieved, the unex- 
pected new victories in the domain of the peace cause, 
were already in our hands. That certainly was not 
going backwards. In the work of the pioneers also 
there was no moment of inaction ; the protests against 
the continuation of the South African war, the re- 
minder to the powers that mediation was open to 
them, the articles, the petitions, — all these things 
were zealously attended to by our Bern Bureau, by 
Stead in his Weekly^ by the Unions in their meetings. 
Even though no direct result was attained, still the 
principle was unviolated, the standpoint was held, the 
banner was kept aloft 

Our friends had organized an international demon- 
stration in the form of an address to the powers, 
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signed by public societies and distinguished individ- 
uals of all nations. The names of those who were in- 
cluded were both numerous and imposing; but I will 
here call attention only to the answer of one great 
man who refused to join with us. I had sent out a 
great many invitations^ among others one to Henryk 
Sienkiewicz. He sent me a long reply» in which he 
declined to sign the petition because he held the 
opinion that there were much worse and more press- 
ing sufferings to be relieved than those of the Boers ; 
for instance, the sufferings of the Poles persecuted by 
Hakatism." He believed that the English would 
never be able — even though they might be victorious 
in the Transvaal — to attempt to denationalize the 
people there and deprive them of all freedom. So we 
might much better work for people nearer at home ; 
such was the conclusion of Sienkiewicz's letter: 

Ah, madam, before taking up with Africa, interest yourself in Eu- 
rope. A gigantic humanitarian work is within your reach. Endeavor 
to make the spirit of the German nation ennoble the present r^gxtm^ 
and see to it that it does not become debased by false statesmanship. 

England gave birth to a great minister who spent his life in de- 
fending^ the rights of oppressed Ireland; can you show me another 
in all Europe Leave the English spirit in peace, for it will of itself 
attain the end that you propose, and work for causes nearer home. 
Elevate political morality, ennoble the consciences of the mighty; 
may the clouds of injustice and of treason against human right van- 
ish awayl May a breath of humanity freshen the air poisoned by 
Hakatist currents I Cany the good tidings to your neighbors, briqg 
them words of love, endeavor to instill the Kingdom of Christ into 
tfadr souls. You have a noble heart, a good and unshaken wiUl 
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I replied in a few lines in which I infonneci him 
that I desired to reply to him in an open letter. 
Thereupon Sienkiewicz wrote back: 

. . ^ Wanaw, Maidi looo 

My dear Baroness : » # » 7 

I allowed a Cracow newspaper to publish the letter which I sent 
in Tcp]y to yours, for in circumstances so important the greatest pub> 
Udty cannot fail to be advantageous to the ideas which you» madam, 
defend with such commendable warmth. 

The news that you wish to reply in an open letter causes me real 
joy. I believe that the more light we cany into these gloomy vaults 
the more we drive out of them the creatures tbat eiist oni^ in the 
daikness. 

With assurances of my hiighest regard 

Heniyk 



Our correspondence was accordingly published in 
French and Polish newspapers. The text of my reply 
is not within my reach; I only know that I pointed 
out that one should never say to any one who is under- 
taking something useful and helpful, " Better do this 
than that" If this " as well as ''that " is directed to 
the same end — freedom, and suppression of injustice 
and suffering — then do both; but better than that 
which is nearer in qpace is the universal; for if the 
general principle is saved, it can be applied to other 
and local cases. 

All this political correspondence did not prevent me 

from exchanging letters with my own intimate friends, 
£^ven with our friends in the Caucasus, in spite of 
years of separation, intercourse was not broken off. 
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The following letter from the Prince of Mingrelia, 
which I find in my letter-file for 1900, is a witness of 
that fact: 

My dear BnODOS: Pctersbuig, March 24 (April 6% 190Q 

How much I diould like to see you and chat ivith you 1 At St. 

Petersburg all your writings are translated and your individuality 

interests the public. 

It is dear that the sympathies of all are aroused by yuur beautiful 
ideas. Nevertheless a siraii<;e thing is happening: every one is in favor 
of peace, and along with that all the powers are arming. International 
laws are easily read, but the application of them is pretty difTu ult. 
One must be resiLTied and confess that the system of Br inn us is 
always the order of the day.* The English are doing in the Transvaal 
what others are doing elsewhere. Did not these very Boers who are 
pillaged now, first pillat^e the native Africans? In this world each 
has his turn, 'l is the great immutable law. "He who takes the 
sword shall perish by the sword." When one is a philosopher, in* 
justice seems the rule, justice the exception. 

Salom^ win be in Paris in May, I think. I expect to take a trip 
in August At all events I will keep you informed of my deeds and 
actKMis. I am going to send you my photograph very soon. 

Fkase ghre my knre to your husband, and think of me always as 

Your vay devoted 

Niko 

Count Apponyi was still at work on his press proj- 
ect He wrote me regarding it : 

Dear Madam: Budapeat, Ma«h .7. «9«> 

Yesterday something took place here whidi, widi God's help, may 

prove of incalculable importance for the peace movement. That is, 
we have taken the first step to\\ ard the establishment of an interna- 
tional peace union of the press, and the Hungarian group, made up 

i Brennu"?, leader of the Senonian Gauls, who took Rome in 390 B.C. 
Being offered a thousand pounds of goU OS a ransom for the Capitol, he took 
it and went home. — Translator. 
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of almost all the newspapers of' the capital, is already fonned. The 
proposed press uiuon» for which we have daborated a provisional 
charter, is to be oi^anised m eveiy degree paialld with tiie Inter- 
paritainentary Union, and is to be ia constant touch with it The idea 
originated with the Hungarian Interparliamentaiy Group, which, as 
a Consal inteifafUmeniaitt wOl make the motion at the Paris Cen- 
ferenoe, as Indeed it has already done at the Brussds meeting, that 
all the national groups shall endeavor to help form the press groups, 
and that our Interparliamentary Bureau shall serve these groups as 
a tenter until there shall be so mai^y of them that the indcp>ei3deiit 
iiilernalional organization of the press can come into existence. 

I have got ihe matter under wav through corresponcic iKC ; have 
written Descamps, Labiche, Rahusen, Dr. Hirsch, StaniiOpc, Pieran- 
toni, and Pirquet. Pirquet is already at work on it; I have not yet 
had anv answer from the others. 

The importance of the plan scarcely recjuires argument. But I 
am taking the liberty of inclosmg an extract from the address which 
I gave before the press club here and which clearly outlines my idea^ 
It IS hardly to be expected that the scheme will be everywhere so 
enthusiastically and unanimously adopted as it has been here where 
an exceptional intimacy exists between parliament and press. But in- 
fluential newspapers will everywhere be enlisted, and what we need 
is the systematic labors of Uiese unpartisan journals. 

What advantage is it if, for example, the Neite BrU J^ttte pub- 
lishes to-day an article from your pen, Baroness, or one by Councilor 
Bloch, but on the other sk days of the week speaks of the peace 
movement — if at all — ui a soornful tone? Sudi sporadic articles 
of bdividual persons, no matter how distinguished, are put down as 
special labors, and any poss9)le influence that they might have on 
the reader is unmediately rendered nugatory. Only the constant 
logical attitude of the editorial boards renders the action of the 
press effectual. Now ^len, imagine the press oiganized and con> 
ducted for one purpose throughout the whole civilized world and 
brought into tactical partnership witii the parliamentary activity; 
then that steam power which the Hague peace machinery needs to 
put It into action would be supplied. This seems to us practically 
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much more important than to discover new articles which might be 
added to the Hague Convention. 

After all this I hardly need to ask your benevolent furtherance of 
our scheme, for I do not believe that anyihmg could impart more 
power to the peace movement than the success of this piaiu 

With greatest respect, I am 

Your wholly devoted 

Albeit Apponyi 

Undeterred by the South African war, the Inter- 
parliamentary Union held its Conference, and the 
Peace Unions likewise assembled for their annual 
Congress. Both organizations met in Paris, where the 
World's Exposition was being held. I got a letter 
from the French Senate inviting us to attend the 
Conference as guests. Various circumstances pre- 
vented ns from accepting this invitation. 

The Conference was opened with impressive words 
by the president of the Senate, M Falli^res, now Pres- 
ident of the Republic. The sensation of the Confer- 
ence was the bearing and eloquence of Count Apponyi. 
He outlined his plan for a press union to be allied 
with the Interparliamentary Bureau, and in fact the 
foundation for such a union was actually laid. Un- 
fortunately the matter did not materialize and was 
not generally adopted. Success will come with the 
next attern])t. 

The political bitterness which at that time divided 
the French into two camps, under the still convulsing 
excitement of the " Affair," was a very unfavorable 
circumstance for the holding of an Interparliamentary 
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Conference; The following letter from Count Apponyi 
refers to this : 

- , , Wddliqgau, August S, 1900 

My dear Baroness : ^ 

I should like to add to the accompanying text of my speech just a 
few remarks on ihe Paris Iiuerparliamentary Conference. 

We were very sorry indeed that you were not there, but you may 
well congratulate yourself that you were not It was the gloomiest 
meeting, the most disappointmg of all our hopes, of any that I ever 
attended. The French were for the most part absent : Si Af. un td 
en est, je n'en suis p<7s ; so the word gf>es. It was an unfortunate 
idea to lay the scene of our endeavors in the France of to-day, where 
everything is regarded from the visual angle of a party quarrel so 
accentuated that it has almost reached the point of civil war. 

Everything that is not in accord with the present r^[ime, — more 
accurately, with the left wing of the present regime, — was on strike, 
Deschanel, president of the chamber, included ; the press was partly 
indifferent, partly hostile. I am afraid that this Conference will have 
a bad reactionary influenoe on men's minds everywhere. The Ger- 
man group seemed to me infected by the Flench misteadiness; 
It was numerously represented, but evaporated almost oompletdf 
toward die end> 

Peihaps I see things in too dark colors, but tiuljr I have no per- 
sonal reasons for doing so ; my efforts were received m the f riendfiest 
spirit, and my group, numerously represented, made the most deljglilr 
£ul picture. I can guarantee the soundness of this group. 

But I do not give up the cause in France; as as it was per* 
ndtted me by the brevity of the time and die general fli^t of those 
concerned, I tried to get into toudi with the absent parliamentary 
circles, and I shall certainly be able to strengthen these relations and 
perliaps serve as a neutral connecting Imk in the interest of our cause. 
No Frenchman is capable of uniting two of his fellow^oun tinmen 
who are not wholly unanimous in their views, even though it concerns 
an object highly regarded by both ; not even our very sympathetic 
friend D'Estoumelles, who is in great favor in all camps, at least 
sodally. And without France nothing can be accomplished. 
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If you ask the question, Who is to blame for this? I can only reply, 
All. Ikjt who is most to blame ? That would be a long chapter, and 
I will not go into it, although 1 have a definite answer ready. T hope 
you will not lay this pessimistic statement of the case up against me ; 
but we must see dearly, not so as to be diaoouraged, but so as to act 
ia.»iitabien»nner. wM.,«t»pect 

Your wholly devoted 

Albert Apponyi 

Our friend Dr. Dark, a Scotchman, who has never 

missed a Peace Congress and has always distinguished 
himself by his clever speeches characterized by a cer- 
tain dry humor, had just been made the object of bitter 

attacks by the British press. He sent me the follow- 
ing explanation of the circumstances : 



Aidnahane Cove, DunbartioiiBhire, September iz, 1900 
Dear Madam von Suttner: 

I have received your letter, for which I thank you very heartfly. 
These are indeed evil days for the cause with which we are associated, 

though I cannoL but think tliat the events of the last year must have 
led many to the contemplation of the awful waste of life and suffer- 
ing caused by the present system of settling inlernatior^al disputes by 
force of arms, and wUl induce them to v*oik for the day when arbi- 
tration shall take the place of war with its horrible human sacrifice. 

You mention the letters written to President Kruger and General 
Joubert by me on the 29th of September of last year, which have 
lately been published by Mr. Chamberlain and copied by the con- 
tinental press. Tt is quite true that there has been a great deal of 
misrepresentation on that subject. For some months before the war 
hcgBOk there had been a small party in this country who had been 
wofking to bring about a peaceable settlement. I had some corre- 
spondence with President Kruger and General Joubert, in which I had 
advised them to make such concessions to the British government 
that the cakunity of war na^ be averted, since the pio^erity of 
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South Africa must depend on tfie good £iitli and friendly feeling be> 
tween the two white races. The published letters, to which you refer, 
are the last portion of this correspondence, and were written less than 
a fortnight before the war began. In my letter to President Kruger 
1 gave him the result of an interview which I had witli Mr. Chamlxr- 
lain, in which I endeavored to induce him to accede to the repeated 
request which the Transvaal government had made that matters at 
issue should be settled by arbitration, and to consent that a permanent 
arbitration tribunal should be formed to which all present and future 
disputes should at once be submitted. I told him that the Transvaal 
government uere willing to submit the differences pending; between 
the two govern nKnts to a court of arbitraaon, consisting of the four 
chief justices of South Africa, and to accept the Lord Chief Justice 
of England as umpire in the event of the two colonial and two re- 
publican chief justices not being able to agiee, — a suggestion wbicfa, 
as you will have seen, the colonial secretary was not able to accept 

The force of misrepresentation and calumny which the peace party 
bere have had to endure from the virulent and unscrupulous jmigo 
press can be estimftted by the manner in which they have xaiateptt- 
sented my warning to President Kruger. I knew, as eveiy one wbo 
knew anything of the geography of South Africa must have known, 
that the obvious line of action for the Boers to adopt would be that 
of sdsing the passes, and I warned President Kruger that to do so 
would alienate the sympathy of many of tiietr supporters in this 
country and on the continent of Europe. My words were ddibeiately 
misconstrued, and it was asserted that I urged the Boers to seise the 
passes. Nothing further from the truth can be imagined. 

But, in spite of the difficulties with which we have had to contend, 
Uiere is, undoubtedly, a large minority here who are firmly oonvinoed 
that the war is an unjust one, and wbo regard the setdement by an- 
nexation as another wrong against which they wiU continue to protest 
We shall go on woridng by all constitutional means for the restoiatioii 
of the independence of the two republics, believing that by these 
means only can peace and prosperity exist once more in South Africa. 
We believe that we are working in a just cause, and shall hope in the 
not too distant future tliat we may be able to appeal to tlie justice of 
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tfiis people, who will then have recognized the folly and wickedness 
for which they have been made responsible. 

We do not doubt the future. We are sure that it is with us. It is 
true that the middle classes and the moderate liberals have abandoned 
their old watchword of " Peace, retrenchment, and reform," but the 
ladicals and socialists are standing iiimly by these principles. I send 
you a copy of the socialist paper /mi^, which expressed fairly the 
attitude of tbe democratic party. I have, as you know, opposed the 
growth of socialism, which I formerly believed to be inimical to inb- 
dom and progress, but I am considerably mo^ying my views. The 
power for evil of fhe lawless and conscienceless capitalism wtidi is 
now rampant is so great, and entaib such unfimited moral and physical 
degeneracy, that I am convinced some form of collective action b a 
necessity to put an end to its baneful influence. 

The history of this miserable wat determines us to stand more 
detenninedly by the principle of the substitution of arbitration for war. 
It becomes clearer and clearer that no permanent settlement can be 
based on war, and that, as between individuals, so between nations, 
magnanimity is not only morally desirable, hi^ ii is the best policy. 

I am taking a yachting holiday in Scotland, but we may be over- 
taken by a general election here at any time. 

Thaniting you again for your letter, believe me to remain 

Yours faithfully 
G. B.Clarit 

But in this Transvaal affair I must also let the aiUra 
pars have its say. The English nation, so vilified on 
the Continent because of the Boer War, was not as a 
whole (as many liked to assert) led into this campaign 
merely by the passion for gsdn and through love of 
warfare. Noble motives — as is usually the case in 
every war — animated the majority. The desire is to 
"give freedom," to make wrong into right, to serve 
the ^therland ; life itself is sacrificed The object and 
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aim may be praiseworthy; only it is unfortunate that 
the method is so unholy and vicious. I received the 
following letter from the sister of the Minister of 
Cape Colony : 

Madam: Sto*on. Apit .8, 1900 

Because of the high honor in which T bear you and the deep sym- 
pathy with winch i read IJ:^ lV(2f/'fn mcder^ I send you this letter, 
written by a Cape Dutch woman, sister of Mr. Schreiner, Prime 
Minister of Cape Colony. I do not know if you are well enough 
acquainted with Cape politics to be aware of the fuU significance of 
the fact that he came into office as leader of the Afrikander Bond. 

That his sister should write as she does about this war shouU 
sordy come as a startling revelation to many people on the Coo* 
tinent who are so sorely misjudging my beloved country. 

She will answer for you as to the motives of those Cape Dutch who 
are holding by the Union Jack. For those of my own oountiy I, liviiig 
in the heart of England, daily in touch with the bwer, middle, and 
upper middle classes, aflton to yott» as before God, diat no msh for 
conquest and no lust for goU we^glis anything at all widi us. 

We are giving the lives of our best bdoved — giving them by 
thousands — to tight wrong, to destroy oppression of our fellow- 
subjects, bodi white and Uack, to put an end to a very unjust aad 
most corrupt form of government Also to prevent our Cblooy of 
the Cape, Natal, Rhodesia, and Bechuanahmd, conquered by our 
blood and treasure at various tunes, from behig wrested from as. 

This is the simple truth. We should like high-minded people 
abroad to know and recognise that truth. But if it may not be, we 
can only still repeat the okl battle ay of our forefathers, " May God 
defend the right I " 

Pardon an insignificant old Englishwoman for venturing to address 
you. It is only because of the immense sympathy with your noble- 
hearted efforts to stop wars, ambitious and unjust, that I have done 
so. England loves peace also, and her united millions who now with 
one heart and soul are carrying out this war (and madam, the veiy 
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peasants are nanuQg their children after our generals) would never 
aUov war to be made on our European neighbors. There is not the 
aliglitest wish or expectation of such a thing among us. Fore^ 
Journals which assert the contraiy and thereby try to fan the flames 
of war are guflty of a European crime. 

I am, madam, fdthfully yours 

Emily AxbeU 

The year 1900 brought, besides the struggle so obsti- 
nately contested in South Africa, still other warlike 
events into the world, notably the troubles in China. 
First the Boxer uprising, the assassination of the 
German ambassador Ketteler, then the expedition 
for rescue and revenge sent by the combined Euro- 
pean powers. 

I can still remember vividly with what feelings we 
followed the successive phases of these events. First 
the tidings of alarm, then the full horror of it. Then 
the Emperor William's " Pardon-will-not-be-granted " 
speech — Never in a thousand years shall a China- 
man venture to look askance at a German I " Great 
Heavens! in a thousand years it is to be hoped 
that no man will any longer inspire other men with 
fear. « . . Then the anxious question every day, Are 
the legations * still safe?" Then the joy that some- 
thing corresponding to our ideal had been sponta- 
neously developed: an international protective anny 
for the rescue of the oppressed European brother- 
hood-in-arms, — a precursor of European unity. Then 
again the sorrow at the behavior of this army. Not 
only protection but also revenge, cruelty, and looting 1 
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The description of the outrages committed there bj 

Europeans on noncombatants, even on the innocent, 
made one's blood run cold. The thing itself — a 
united force of French, Russian, and other troops 
under the command of a German general — belonged 
to the new methods that are to come; but the exe- 
cution still showed the old spirit 

Even before things had reached their worst in China, 
the Chinese ambassador in St. Petersburg, Yang-Yii, 
whom we met at The Hague, wrote the following 
letter in reply to one which my husband had addressed 
to him in this emergency : 



Imperial Chinese Embassy 
My dear Baron. St PetaAuig. Augurt 4 (.7). .900 

The melancholy events now happening in my country often make 
me think of the friends of peace and those whom I had the honor of 
knowing at The Hague. 

Your letter of the eighth instant has deeply touched me, and I am 
persuaded that, in spite of the fact that you are, as you say, a ncg' 
ligible quantity, you will finally triumph and nile. The light win shine 
from tills negligible quantity, and a spaik will suffice to kindle forever 
tills pharos of peace. May the sword and the cannon of wUcfa you 
speak sooo be beaten into plowshares. 

Sot then, it is a sacred duty for you to defend this noUe cause 
without ever yielding to discouragement, with absohite firmness, reso- 
lution, and oonvictkMi, and without ever ceasing to make your voice 
heard 1 

I should be most happy if by my opinion and my personal impres- 
sions I could contribute in some way to the humanitarian work in 
which you are engaged. During journeys which I have taken, botii as 
an envoy and as an investigator, I have visited the United States of 
America, Peru and other states of South America, Austria-Himgaiy, 
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Germany, England, Spun, Fiance^ HoDand, Jspan, and Russia ; emy- 
where I went I studied die customs of the people, and I have beoi 
particdaily interested in the aimy, in oommeice, and in agriculture, 
aU of which I have found moat perfectly administered. I took note 
of what differentiates these countries from ouis and what benefits 
they have to confer upon my country. But what should I say ? Thia 
incessant rivaby and this jealousy manifested among all jmtions some- 
what detract from this perfection. If I have one desire to formulate, 
it is to see aU countries rise superior to these sentiments and live always 
in a good understanding ; this would assure them a hating peace. 

The conflict esdsting at present between China and the foreign 
powers comes in large part from mutual misunderstandings. I am 
firmly convinced that neither China nor any of these powers desires 
to break these pleasant relationships. Things have been pushed to 
this point, owing to the heedlessness of Chinese functionaries and 
military parties blinded by ambiti on. It is more than time to do away 
s'.ith these misunderstandings, and to reestablish the old relations; 
otherwise, not only will China be brought to the greatest distress, but, 
moreover, international quarrels may result, and this would certainly 
not be in the interest of humanity as a whole. I hope that the gov- 
ernments of none of the countries will lose sight of the opportuni^ of 
putting an end to this stnte of thinLz:s. 

The first cause that prepared and brought about the present con- 
flict is due to the sworn hatred of the people against the Christians. 
Assured^ the end pursued by the missionarieSi of doing good to others, 
is very praiseworthy. But, as a general thing, right'thinking Chinese 
would not for anything in the world abandon the religion that comes 
down to them from their ancestors, for the sake of embracing one 
that is whoUy foreign to them ; the result is ^at the new converts are 
unfortunately in large measure dishonest people who hide behind the 
shelter of the Church to give themselves up to their evil passions^ 
sudi as bringing lawsuits with impunity, and molesting and robtnng 
their fellow-countzymen. The fe^ngs of the people, which were at 
first merely wrath and mdignation, and do not date from yesterday, 
have been changed into an implacable hatred, the fury of which it ia 
impossible any longer to restram. The Chmese no more desire to be 
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ooaverted to Christianity than the Europeans would wish to embnoe 
the nuudms of Confucius. 

My penonal opinkm is that oomniezcial relations between CUna 
and the foreign powers may be developed to any desired eKtent; but 
as for the question of religion, it would be more prudent to aOoweadi 
to respect his own as be understands it; this would be calculateJ to 
preserve the^ future from al conflict I do not know whether the 
foreign governments win at last recognise tttt whole importsnce of 
the question and renounce it definitely. 

In die bdief diat I have answered all your questions, I beg leave 

to assure you that I shall always be charmed to be useful and agreeable 

to you. _, . , ^ , 

Yours with most smoere esteem 

Yang-Yii, Chinese Minister 

And a little later a second letter came from the 
same source: 

Imperial Chinese Embassy 
My dear Baron ; P*'**™^ September to (13). .9.0 

Sincere thanks for your kind letter, as well as for the newspaper 
clippings, which liave greatly interested me, 

I hasten to send you and the Baroness my best wishes for a good 
journey and a happy sojourn in Paris. I likewise hope that you will 
have a brilliant success in the noble assembly of the ninth Peace Con- 
gress. Once again you are going to spread the light and to plead 
for that peace cause which ought to be dear to eveiy human heart 
Therefore I should be greatly delighted to learn tint all your en* 
deavors toward this end have fully succeeded. 

Yours with most sincere esteem 

Yang-Yu, Chinese Minister 

In the late summer we went to Paris to attend the 
Peace Congress that was to be held there, and to see 
the Expositioa 

Johann von Blocli, who was living with his family 

at the Hotel Westminster, had invited us to stay at 
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the same hotel as his guests. Now I made the acquaint^ 
ance of our friend*s wife and daughters. Frau von 

Bloch looked like her eldest daughter's sister, so simi- 
. lar and so young. This daughter is the wife of Herr 
von Koszielskif formerly so well liked at the Berlin 
court. He was known popularly as " Admiralski." 
Bloch had good reason to be proud of his family. It 
would be diihcult to imagine a bouquet of prettier, 
wittier, or more elegant women than the four that 
formed his entourage. 

The Congress was opened by Minister Millerand. 
Fr^^ric Passy was honorary president; Professor 
Charles Richet presided. 

Madame Severine was a new apparition. I had often 
read, in the French papers, articles by this talented 
woman, and had admired the brilliancy of her style, 
and especially the greatness of her heart ; for almost 
always, when she wrote her chronicles, there was some 
distress to reveal and to alleviate, some past wrong to 
right, ideas of freedom and gentleness to defend. Now 
I made her personal acquaintance and heard her speak. 
One who has never listened to Madame S^verine's 
extempore speeches has no notion to what a height 
of passion and poetry eloquence can rise. Madame 
Severine is also interesting outwardly. She was then 
forty-three years old, but her hair was already perfectly 
white — the result of the tragedies of life which she 
had passed through. She had dark, flashing eyes» 
vivacious play of expression, and a neat figure. Toward 
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the close of her fascinating speech she greeted me as 
noire santr d^Autriche^ and when she finished, — both 
of us standing on the platform, — in my emotion I 
threw my arms around her, and that eUcited a storm 
of jubilation in the halL 

We made a flying visit to the Exposition under the 
guidance of Charles Richet All expositions are alike. 
The things that especially remained in my memory 
were the Eiffel Tower, the iroit&ir roulani^ the tiny 
corner in the pavilion in which our Bern Bureau and 
its literature were displayed, and the gigantic hall in 
which army and navy had heaped up their latest 
appliances for destruction. 

Richet invited us also to a small dinner given for a 
few friends. D'Estoumell^s sat next me. We talked 
about the general lack of information on the part of 
the public regarding the Hague Conference, and he 
told me that he had delivered explanatory lectures 
on this subject in various cities in France. 

*' Oh, if you couid only come to Vienna and give 
such a lecture i " 

"You need only to invite me," he replied; **I will 
render you any service that you may require of me.** 

I made him shake hands on it 

At Paris during that time I formed a new bond of 
friendship which has proved very valuable to me. An 
English lady, the daughter of a sea captain, earning 
her living in Paris by giving English lessons, had 
asked to be presented to me in the Congress halL 
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I exchanged a few pleasant woids with her and then 
turned to others. The following day she wrote me a • 

letter. This was filled with such enthusiasm, with such 
devotion to my cause and my person, that I was cap- 
tivated and asked the writer to come to see me. Miss 
Alice Williams — for that was her name — came im- 
mediately and brought me a bunch of roses. But more 
than flowers, she brought me a soul — a soul over- 
flowing with the ideals that are precious to me. As 
the daughter of an English "sea-bear," and rather 
chauvinistically educated and inclined, she had been, 
so she told me, converted by reading Die Waffen 
nieder^ and from that time forth had been a devoted 
adherent In the course of years she has proved that 
such was the case. I am deeply indebted to her for 
her friendship, her wise suggestions, her energy, and 
her activity. 

After our return to Harmannsdorf I devoted myself 
once more to literary occupations. I wrote the novel 
Marthas Kinder^ the sequel to Dig Waffen nieder. 

My Own also again resumed his labors and wrote on 
his novel Im Zeichen des Trusts. But in spite of this 
we did not neglect our work for the Unions and our 
journalistic writing. I took especial pains to make 
the newspaper public acquainted with the Hague 
business, which now threatened to be entirely for- 
gotten in the excitement of Chinese and South 
African events. 
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But, in the meantime, the various conventions were 
ratified and the judges of the permanent tribunal were 
nominated. In accordance with the s^reement, each 
country was to nominate four judges from among its 
most influential and distinguished men. The number 
of names thus selected furnishes a list from which, in 
case of a controversy which is referred to the Hague 
tribunal, the contending parties may each select two 
judges, not belonging to their own land; and these 
in their turn will choose a fifth to serve as president 
of the court 

The newspapers brought us the names of the 
nominees. Among those from Austria were Count 

Schonborn, and Lanimasch; from Hungary, Count 
Apponyi ; from France, Bourgeois and D'Estoumeiies. 
Of the Russian judges I found only the name of Pro- 
fessor von Martens. So I wrote to him both to con- 
gratulate him and also to ask him who were the three 
others named by the Russian government I received 
the following letter in repl} : 

. , , ^ St Petefsbuiv, November i (14), 1900 

My dear Baroness: \ 

I hasten to ntfcr you my sincere thanks (or your congratulations 
on my nomination as a member of the Permanent Court of Arbitra- 
tion at The Hague. The honor which you have been pood enough 
to speak of so warmly is indeed the greatest that I have ever received, 
and I am proud of it ; it is a genuine pleasure to receive your felicita- 
tions. Your eminent merits in the defense of the interests of peace 
and arbitration have given you, madam, an exertional place among 
the partisans of this great idea. I thank you again from the bottom 
of my heart 
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You ask me, madam, who are my Russian colleagues In the Per- 
manent Court I am happy to be able to tdl you that they are the 
leading jurists and statesmen of Russia. Here are their names : . 

X. His £xoeDency, the Secretary of State^ Pobyedonostsef, Pro> 
curator of the Holy Synod. M. Pobyedonostsef s religious ideas and 
his great influence hi the most exalted governmental spheres are known 
throughout Europe ; but he is at the same time a great lawyer, an ac- 
complished St itndst, and a sincere friend of international arbitration. 

2. His Excellency, the Secretary of State, De Frisch, who holds in 
the Council of the Russian Empire the office of president of the 
" Section of Laws." He is a Russian statesman of very great influ- 
ence in all le^^islaiive qurstions, and is one of the highest dignitaries 
of the empire. He has been president of the Grand Commissioa to 
elaborate the new criminal code of Russia. 

3. His Excellency, the Secretary of State, Muravieff, present Min- 
ister of Justice for the Russian Empire. He is a statesman endowed 
with the greatest talents* and a very cmment lawyer. The late Count 
Muravieff was his cousin. 

Finally, the last — is your humble servant His Majesty the Em- 
peror, by his nomination, in the month of May» of these Russian 
members of the Permanent Court of Arbitration, has certainly tried 
to prove once more what deep sympathy he feels for tiiis creation 
of the Peace Conference, and his utmost desire to give this court 
the greatest possible idat and the most serious importance. Sudi 
certainly is the opinion that at present obtains in high governmental 
spheres. 

You would infinitely oblige mc if you would send me three copies 
of your article on the Permanent Court and its members. Do you 
suppose you could possibly publish the article in the Neue Freu 
Presse, which is read in Russia? Madame de Martens wishes to 
be remembered, and I bcg you to accept the assurance of my 
highest regard. Martens 

I received other letters from the newly appointed 
delegates, thanking me for my congratulations ; but I 
will cite only the one from Count Schonbom : 
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Vienna, January ix, 1901 

you aooqit my heartiest and humblest thanks for the thor- 
oughly kind letter of the eighth whidi reached me yesterday, and 
whidi I should have mstantly answered had not an imuaually long 

session of the Court of Adndidstratkm occupied my time. Please 
accept at the same time my warmest thanks for your kindness 
in sending me the highly interesting publication, as weU as your 

congratulations. 

I am so deeply impressed by the importance of the duty imposed 
upon the Hague Court of Arbitration that I was at first dubious about 
acapting the nomination, and not until after some explanations were 
made which pacified my scruples did I dare accept the complimentary 
mandate. 

We. that is to say the Arbitration Tribunal, shall not have much to 
attend t > at first, probably, but I confidendy hope that a e^ood \ntal 
germ has been planted, and that iater, if the instituti on proves its 
value in several apparently unimportant cases, the number of its 
adherents and the number and importance of the oontentioQS sub- 
mitted to it will increase. 

With the expression of especial respect, I am 

Yours sincerely 

Friedrich Schonbom 

I sent my congratulations, together with a copy of 
my Hague diary, to two German gentlemen nominated 
to the same dignity. One of them did not reply at all; 
the other sent me three marks ! 

The bcginniag of the year 1 901 still brought no 
cessation of the Boer War. Such a mighty power 
opposed to such a small one, and yet the decision was 
so long delayed ! 

Many ol Bloch's predictions regarding modern war- 
fare were justified, — for instance, the advantage held 
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by those who were on the defensive, the long, indeci- 
sive continuation of battles, the enormously increased 

sacrifices of money and men, and many other things. 
Bloch was at that time in London, where he was de- 
livering lectures at the Navy Club before an audience 
of admirals and generals. Moreover, he was busily 
engaged with the preliminary arrangements for the 
founding of his War and Peace Museum at Lucerne, 

Mindful of the promise which I had obtained from 
D'Estournelles, I wrote urging him to conic to Vienna 
and give a lecture on the Hague Conference. He 
consented without hesitation. Count Apponyi, as soon 
as he heard of his coming, invited him to take advan- 
tage of this opportunity to spend a few days with 
him at his castle of Eberhard, and also to deliver a 
lecture in Budapest This invitation D'Estournelles 
likewise accepted. 

We put ourselves out to secure the attendance of 
a select and influential audience for the lecture in 
Vienna. I addressed myself to the then French am- 
bassador, Marquis de Reverseaux, who gave me every 
assistance in his power in behalf 6f his fellow-country* 
man, whom he so highly prized. He not only saw to 
it that the members of his embassy should be present 
at the lecture, but he also undertook to extend invita- 
tions to the whole diplomatic corps. We for our part 
sent invitations to the ministers, to the principal offi- 
cials at court, and to the leading politicians. We made 
no attempt to arrange for a particularly democratic 
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assemblage, for in the first place the common people 
would not understand French, and in the second place 
we were particularly desirous that the political, court, 
and aristocratic circles, which are accustomed to look 
so superciliously cold upon the peace cause and the 
Hague Conference, should for once have a chance to 
hear an explanation of it from the lips of a man who 
was himself a diplomat and a politician and an aristo* 
crat, and who had taken a prominent part in the woik 
of the Hague Conference. I had also taken pains to 
get the directors of the Theresianum and the Oriental 
Academy to send us a number of their students, for 
the teaching offered would be particularly useful to 
just such young men, destined for political and diplo- 
matic careers. 

The affair went off brilliantly. D'Estournelles spoke 
splendidly, and the very nuoierous public, composed of 
just the elements that we desired, listened with great 
attention and approbation. It was a succes. 

That evening — the lecture having occupied the 
time from four till six'-**we gave a small sauper iniime 
in honor of our foreign guest. Among those present 
were D'Estournelles's two Austrian colleagues of the 
Hague Court, Count Schonbom and Lammasch ; also 
Barons Ernst von Plener and Peter Pirquet of the 
Austrian Interparliamentary Group. 

This year we did not attend the Peace Congress, 
which was held at Glasgow. The following letter I 
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received from the American delegate to the Hague 
Conference, Dr. HoUs, who, as it appeared, had under- 
taken to make a journey through Europe on a peace 
mi8$ion. I had extended him an invitation to visit me 
in Vienna. 

Claridge's Hotd, Biook Street, W. 

My dear Madam : 

Your friendly letter reached me here after many wanderings. I 
r^et verv sincerely not having seen you in Vienna, but my time 
tiiere was exceedingly brief and almost wholly occupied with business. 

As you have seen from the published interview, my journey to 
Russia was very satisfactory. But I do not believe that it would be 
advisable to publish anything further about it at present. 

The miscomprehension of our work disturbs me very little ; it 
must make its way by reason of its scn.'ices. T should have been 
glad to discuss with yoii, more extensively than is possible by letter, 
the present phases of the question; but this year it is impossible. 
The thing to do now is to wait patiently. The plant is growing, and 
there is no object in disturbing its growth by too frequent investiga- 
tkm of how far it has already progressed. For that reason I regret 
even the holding of a Peace Congress this year. 

Genefal resolutions of oondcmnation are of very little value. The 
most we can do now is to make escresoenoes of militarism — for 
examplei sil^ dueling — ridiculous. 

With hearty respect, I remain 

Yours sinoereiy 

Dr. W. HoDs 

On the twelfth of June we celebrated our silver 
wedding; not by a great festival at home, with con- 
gratulations, deputations, and toasts, but, as usual, by 
an excursion into solitude. Sacred day ! The retro- 
spect upon five-and-twenty years of undisturbed com- 
radeship 1 We had left Harmannsdoif two days before 
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— no one knew where we had gone — like a pair of 

fugitive lovers. The festal day we spent in a romantic 
forest region, hiding ourselves in the deepest depths 
of the woods and calling up reminiscence after remi* 
niscence I A rich life lay behind us. And what might 
come in the future? How much farther should we 
wander together on the path that leads from the silver 
to the golden wedding ? How fortunate that fate gives 
no answer to such questions ! 

I had written again to the sage of Yasnaya Polyana, 
and in reply received the following vtvy character- 
istic lines: 

Dear Baroness: August 2S, 1901 

I ihank you for your good letter. It was veiy pleasant for me to 
know diat you retain a kindty memoiy of me. 

At the risk of being tiresome to you by repealing what I lant 
many times said in my writings, and what I believe I have written to 
you, I cannot refrain from saying once again that the longier I live 
and the more I consider thequestkm of war the more I am convinced 
tiiat tiie sole solution of the question is for the citizens to refuse to be 
solcBers. As long as every man at the age of twenty or twentyone 
abjures his religion — not only Christianity but the commandments of 
Moses (" Thou shalt not kill ") — and promises to kill all those whom 
his superior orders him to kill, even his brothers and parents, so long 
war w ill not cease ; and it will grow more and more cruel, as it is 
already becoming in our day. 

For the disappearance of war there is no need of conferences or 
peace societies ; one thing only is needed, namely, the reestabljshnient 
of the dignity of man. If tlie smallest part of the energy spent now- 
adays for articles and fine speeches in the conferences and peace 
societies were employed in the schools and among the people for 
destroying false rdigion and propagating the true^ wais would soon 
become impossible* 
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Your exoelleiit book has had a great effect in spreading abn»d a 
xealizatioiiof the horrors of war. It would be wdi now to show people 
that they themselves are the ones that bring about all the evils of war 
by obeying men rather than Go4 I take the liberty of suggesting 
that you devote youradf to this task, which is the only means of attain- 
ing ^ end you have in view. 

Begging you to excuse me for the liberty which I have taken, 

I remain Yours with highest regard Leo Tolstoi 

This year, for the first time, the Nobel prizes were 
distributed. The date selected was the tenth of 
December, the anniversary of the testator's death. 
The ptacc prize was divided and assigned in equal 
shares to Frederic Passy and Henri Dunant Highly 
as I regarded and still regard Dunant^ persuaded as 
I was and am of his friendly attitude toward peace, 
nevertheless his services and his fame rested on a quite 
different field from that which Nobel had in mind. 
The granting of the prize to Dunant was once more 
a concession to that spirit which managed to force 
its way even into the Hague Conference, and which 
supports the dogma that the endeavors against war 
should be discreetly limited to its alleviation. 

That Fr^eric Passy, the oldest, the most deserving, 
and the most highly regarded of all pacifists, received 
the prize was a great satisfaction to all of us — only 
the whole amount should have gone to him. 

I received the following letter from Dunant: 

My dear Madam : Heiden, December lo, 1901 

I am impelled to offer yo« my homage on this day, as I have just 
been informed by an official tdegram from Chrisdania that the Nobel 
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peace prize has b^n granted to me in conjunctkm with my honoied 
colleague of many years' standing, Frederic Passy. 

This prize, gracious lady, is your work ; for through your instm- 
mentality Herr Nobel became devoted to the peaoe movement, and 
at your siiggestion he became its promoter. 

For more than fifty years I have been a pronounced adherent of 
die cause of inteniational peacse^ and a fighter under the white banner. 
The woik of international biotfaeffaood has been my aim ever ainoe 
my eailiest youth. I say this and repeat it to^y more emphatically 
than ever in my character as founder of the nniveraal institution 
of the Red Croas and as promoter of the Geneva Cbnventloii of 
AHgust 22, 1864. 

When, in the year 1861, I wrote my Snfuemr de Sfffenw^ my 
principal aim — be assured of this — was general padficatkm; I 
desired as far as I could to awaken horror of war m the readers of 
my book. 

This has been recognised, and I will merely adduce one example. 
The famous Professor Maro Giraidln, of the French Academy, said m 
an article devoted to my book, I could wish that this book should 
be widely read, especially by those who love and glorify war." 

And Victor Hu^i^o wrote me: "You furnish mankind with weapons, 
and you help peace by uiaking war liaiciul. . . . i applaud yuur 
noble desire." 

I might say much on this theme, and bring forward a quantity of 
citations in like spirit from authorities of all kinds and all countries; 
but I must refrain, and beg you, Baroness, to accept the assurance of 
my most smcere gratitude and my deepest respect 

Henri Dunant 

The yearly mefeting of my Union for 1901 took the 
form of a sort of jubilee; ten years had passed since 
its establishment 

From among the many letters of greeting that 
reached me on this occasion I will include a few in 
these reminiscences, for the reason that they depict 

374 



Digitized by Google 



THE TURN OF THE CENTURY 



the status of the movement at that time, and also 
furnish a r6sum6 of its philosophy. 

Gnuaous Lady and dear Associate: ^*^» December 27, 1901 
The friend has uaiiaHy written yod ; to-di^ the pfesident of the 
French Society for AriMtration among tiie Nations and — nnce he can- 
not hide the title — the first redinent of the Nobd prise sends these 
fines to you, though of course the friend is not eliminated. If I am 
correctly infonned, you axe holding the tenth general assembly of the 
sode^ of which you are the head. And ttoB is an event which we 
cannot permit to pass without notice. It means somethtog for a Union 
to have lived ten years, especially for the reason that at its inception 
many, even among the well disposed, might reasonably have doubts 
of its continuance. You certainly had to meet tfie prejudice, if not the 
opposition, of some ; the skepticism and the scruples of others ; not to 
mention the ridicule of those who could not undcrsUnd ihaL a woman 
might take part in the political questions which, according to their 
ideas, are reserved exclusively for masculine intelligence and activity. 

But, supported certainly by true and genuine s)Tnpathies, you have 
put up a good fight, and you have attained your end. 

Courage, then, and patience I And may it be pcnnitted me in my 
character as dean, and as a veteran of the peace militia, to send to 
you, and through you to transmit to your society, the thanks, the con 
gratulations, and the benediction of all those who combine regard for 
human life, love for justice, and faith in the future with horror of force 
and bloodshed. FnJdiSric Passy 

Noble and honored Baroness : Budapest, I )cccmber 21, 1901 

The agreeable fact that the Austrian Society of the Friends of 
Peace, called into existence by your Excellent, and stiU conducted 
tliiough the indefatigable enetgy of your Excdlemy, can now look 
back over a ten years' activity, constrams me to congratulate your 
Excellency most warmly on this circumstance. 

Thoiitgh dieremay be many who will be unable to appreciate the 
endeavors of the society, I can, as far as I am concerned, assure your 
EsoeDency that I can estimate at their true value all great and noble 
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Ideas, as well as those who labor for the aooompUshmoitof such ideai^ 
and so I follow these endeavors with the wannest interest 
With the highest esteem, I am yours respectfully 

Scell» Prime Minister of the Vi«^p^«m of Huqgvy 

[rdqpnm.] On the decennial annivenaiy of your Union I wad 
you my congiatulitiwis, and b^ to be enrolled as a life member of 
the Austrian Peace Society, at the same time calling attentiop to the 
ideas ejqvressed in my letter of the tenth of December. 

Henri Dunant 

Vienna, December 30, 1901 
. . . The friends of peace in various countries have done good 
service, for it is certain that they have materially contributed to the 
formation of the Court of Arbitration, and it cannot be doubted that 
their moral support is necessary to the embryonic undertaking. 

I am taking the liberty, my dear Baroness, of most respectfully 
offering you, who have played so prominent a part in the whole 
movement, my best wishes for your honored person, as well as for 
the success of the great work. 

With espedai respect, yours faithfully 
Schonbom, First President of the Imperial Court of Adminstcttka 

Dear Madam and Friend; Paris, December 30, 1901 

You are about celebratmg the deoemual anniversaiy of the society 
whidi you called into Hfe, and whkh, I hope, as a recompense Aere- 

for, will save many human lives. Be undisturbed while those who 

admire contentions and spectacles make sport of your endeavors; 
these people are looking out for their own interests, for they feel that 
they are threatened with ruin ; in fighting against peace they are fight- 
ing for their own existence. What would become of the so-called 
patriotic, impenaiistic, and nationalistic press in all countries if wars 
between nations should cease, and if the daily instigations should 
remain ineffectual ? People would then cease buying and read- 
lag these papers. And what would become of the great sensatioo 
mongers if the continual direat of war ahould no loi^^ be a burden 
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on eadi oountiy, and If the peaceful idea of the Court of Artntration 
ifaould make its way into the uaages of mankind t 

The principle of international arbitratbn has a great portkm of 
the press universal against it, exactly as the same principle m its 
application to bbor and employeis of labor has the oppositkm of 
certain politicians and agitators. 

Nevertheless, this last system has lately made great strides forvrard, 
and it seems like the only righteous and reasonable solution of labor 
difficulties. 

It will be so with the international courts of arbitration as soon as 
the Hague Tribunal shall have begun to exert its activities. That is 
the rca! reason why it has met with such obstinate opposition; for if 
its doors are once opened, it will be difficult to close them again. 

So let n<^, then, beat these doors down, Let ns, in common with all 
true men of all lands, through our united protests compel the govern- 
ments to renounce their inactivity and then* unfriendliness. Let us 
compel them to comprehend that their duty is in harmony with their 
interests if they would avoid the social revolution* 

After they have had the magnanimous unwisdom to call into exist- 
ence Hague Aihitratbn Tribunal, with the approval of the whole 
worid, they cannot buiy it alive now without bringing themselves into 
condemnation and betraying the fact that they are afraid of justice 
and are adherents of a system of violence against which public opimon 
long ago revolted. 

In a word, kt us demand the opening of die Hague Court of Aihi- 
tration t There is our salvation, there is to he found the means for 
hastening the accomplishment of your hopes and mine. 

Most heartily and respectfully yours 

D'Estoumelles de Constant 

- , ^ ^, Vienna, December s6, loox 

My dear Baroness : 

On the occasion of the decennial celebration of the Society of 
Austrian Friends of Peace I am sending to the Union, and above all 
to you, — its spiritual head, its soul, — my best congratulations. You 
can look back with pride and satisfaction over this long period of un- 
oeaaipg actwity, which, supported by intrepid faith in your noble cause, 
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rejoices m such splendid sucx^ess and through the results of the Hague 
CoDference must convert the most obstinate doubter to a belief in its 
necessity and usefulness. 

Aooqiti Buoaen, the assursnoe of my tspodal consideration. 

Qiluniecky, Fonner Miniiter 

Graz, December 31, 1901 
The thought of universal peace can no longer be put out of the 
world ; this is the first result of the league of the Friends of Peace 1 
We have the same courage — so sorely needed — for peace as the 
soldier has for war 1 Salutations, friends, for the New Year ! 

Peter Kosegger 

Aukstad, December zS, 1901 
Ths future of the peace cause always comes to me in the guise cf 
a sunrise. For us Northlanders the sunrise can mean so much vom 
than for tiie people to the south of us; we expect it only once in s 
while, and greet it as a nurade. The darimesa was so oppressively 
long, the silence so mysterious, the fiist glow over the rocky peskt 
so deceptive! It hsts and lasts and ever grows — but still no sun I 
Even when the sky is already streaming full of hope — yet stiB 
no sun I And it is cold — really colder than before, fur fancy has 
tecome impatient. 

Then suddenly, like a flash of lightning, c\ cn while we are gazing, 
comes tiic so-long-expected Majesty I So powerful, S(i compellingly 
powerful that the eyes cannot endure it We turn and look at the 
landscape, which, without our noticing it, has been so long ensouled; 
at the air which, without our perceiving it, has been so long flooded 
with light. Everything, everything, even down into the depths, and 
high up on the summits, is bathed in the sun, dear, complete, filled 
with warmth, throbbing with music. . . . 

So I think it is happening to us. In our yearning we do not take 
note of what is beiog accomplished — how near already the great sun 
of universal peace is. Something is coming, and it seems like a 
mirade; But it is no nurade ; m our impatience we do not see bow 
evecythiog was all in readiness for it 

My greeting to the assembly 1 

' ' ^ ' Bjomstjeme Bjoinson 
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THE LAST YEAR 

Premonitions • Bloch's death • The Transvaal ■ Stanhope on the lituatiaii • 
My husband's sudden illness • Three letters • Congress in Monaco • The 
Oceanographic Museum • Prince Albert I • The corrective • Pierre Quil- 

lard on the Armenian horrors • The crag castle ■ Venetian nfght • The 
Duke of Urnch • From Prince Albert's after-dinner speech ■ A dedication 
to the German Emperor ■ Return home • An act of D'Estournellcs's ■ The 
first controversy before the Hague Tribunal • Opening of the liloch Mu- 
seum at Lucerne • Anti-dueling League • A letter from Prince Alfonso de 
Borbon • Offer for a lecture tour in the United States Hodgson Pratt 
on America • Visits of Emanuel Nobel and Princess 1 amara of Georgia 
at Harmannsdorf • Sojourn in EUischau • A surprise • Adjournment of the 
Interparliamentary Conference at Vienna • The end • From the will • Pro- 
visional conclusion ■ What is yet to iollow 

THE last year of him who was my all. 
On New Year's Day, 1902, all sorts of thfling 
annoyances happened to us. 

"You will sec," said My Own, more in jest than in 
earnest, for he was not superstitious, " this is going to 
be a bad year.** 

During the first week indeed came bad news, a 
dispatch from Warsaw,— **Johann von Bloch dead of 
heart disease," Once more a mighty fellow-combatant 
gone from us I 

The war in the Transvaal still kept on. It was now 
in its third year. At first the English believed that it 
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was merely a little militar) promenade ; and now these 

unending sacrifices and losses. I wrote to Philip Sta:i 
hope asking him if he could give me some information 
regarding the situation, and perhaps raise his voice 
against the continuance of the strife. He wrote back: 

3 Cailton Gardens, S.W. 

^ - , ^ January 25, loos 

Dear Baroness de Suttner: ✓ 

I am overwhelmed with confusion. 1 have been since the beginning 
of December in Italy, and have only recently returned for a short 
time to find your note of December 14 awaiting me. 

I should have been pleased to contribute a few words to the pub* 
lication of the Austrian Society upon the occasion o£ its loth anniver- 
saiy, though all such words of peace, oomii^ from my country, would 
be in sad contrast with realities* 

However, aU great causes have dark moments to traverse, and 
tihere will again be a reaction against the militariam and the jmgoiam 
of the present age. 

I hope to sec you in Vkmia in the autumn, and to find you in 
good health. 

Please remember me to Baron de Suttner, and believe me 

Sincerely yours 

Philip Stanhope 

This year the Peace Congress was to be held as 
early as April, and it was to meet at Monaco by invi- 
tation of Prince Albert The neighborhood of Monte 
Carlo v(ras a circumstance which caused some hesita- 
tion among many of our friends, — I did not share it, 
— and only after a considerable correspondence among 
the members of the Bern Bureau (in whose hands the 
organization of the Congress lies) was a majority won 
for the choice of Monaco. My husband and I were 
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greatly pleased at the prospect of this trip and the 

visit in this paradisiac corner of the world. 

My happy frame of mind was increased by the fact 
that my book Marthas Kinder -was on the eve of ap- 
pearing. The proceeds from it (my publisher, Picrson, 
had bought the novel with all rights, including those 
of translation^ for an honorarium of 15,000 marks) en- 
abled me to stave off for at least a little while longer ' 
the breaking up of our beloved Harmannsdorf, and 
during this time so much might happen to rescue 
the estate; so we looked forward with joyous hearts 
to the coming journey. 

Only a few days before the date set for our depar- 
ture, My Own was attacked by a very sudden indis- 
position* As he was going to get up one morning, his 
legs gave way. He was obliged to go back to bed^ and 
he felt pain in his right knee. We hoped it would not 
amount to anything. Our trunks were already packed, 
the sleeping-car tickets were already bought, and our 
rooms in Monaco engaged. Also the lecture which I 
was going to deliver at a public meeting on the events 
of the Hague Conference was prepared and announced. 

If by day after to-morrow I am not all right again, 
you must go," insisted my husband ; " it is your duty.'* 
And so it came about The doctor ordered that the 
disabled leg should be kept wrapped up and perfectly 
quiet. This was a great grief to us both; we had 
counted so much on the journey together, and the 
separation filled me with tribulation. Up to the last 
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moment he hoped still to be able to go, or at least to 
follow me a day later, but it was not possible. I had 
to go to Monaco without him, yet I was not alone ; 
my friend Countess Hedwig Potting accompamed me. 
The delight in the visit there was spoiled for me by 
the separation from him and my anxiety about him. 
Every day I had a telegram from him, and besides he 
wrote me three letters. These letters lie in my jewel 
casket; they are the last which he ever wrote me. 
They must have a place in these memoirs: 

My bdoved Lowos : ^ ' 

I am afraid this written greeting will be all that you will get firam 
me while you arc in Monaco. How happy I should be if this veiy 
afternoon I could convince myself that I was goUig to be able to fd- 
low you. When I think that to-morrow you will i»obably be travdii^ 
without me^ it makes my heart so terribly heavy I It was not good ol 
Nemo* to separate us so crudly. He might have let us enjoy this 
little pleasurel But I will not make your heart heavier thioi it Is 
aheady. You must keep your head dour and be easy in mihd, so as 
to fulfill the duty which you have no right to shua 

My holiest wishes and my heart's tove accompany you on your 
way, my dear old Lowos, though in these drcumstanoes it is latiber a 
thorny way. But it ought not to be that ; you must enter upon it with 
the joyous feeling that you are rendering a fine service and are going 
to remier fine service yet again. So you must get all die pleasure you 
can out of the lovely place and the friends who all ding to you with 
such love and respect. 

Enjoy your stay, my dearest, and then you will come back to me 
with all the more delight and contentment 

1 A referenee to Jules Vetoe*! Capniii Nemo* who almyi helps Caplda 
GfSB^t children at the fight momeat* and whom we had jwdngly diOMB for 
OPT gntfdian wl&k 
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* 

Tins Is aU for tlib time ; and ncm I lake your dear he^ 
between my hands and kiss it a tiiousand tones. Your Own 

My dear old heart's Lowos : March 3 1, 1902 

Those were sad hours of kmeliness and abandonment after your 
departure! It enabled me to realise how deq> you have grown into 
my heart, my pceddos, precious pet Now I am tiying to aocustaim 
myself to the unavoidable, but reactioiis win be sure to return, for I 
' miss you too deeply. 

I have folbwed you m my thoughts on the stages of your journey. 
Now you are probably through breakfast and waiting for the train at 
the rsihvay statkm. 

If only days enough had gone by, so that I could s^, ^ Day after 
tXMnorrow it will be day after toflfiorrow, and so on." 

I shall not be so well looked after to-day as 1 am by you. Maria 
Louise has just been in fur a moment j she lias taken cold, so is not 
exactly rosy and merry. 

As soon as I have finished writing these lines I must rest awhile. 
Even writing takes hold of me. I will lie back and think about you. 
If our ncTvvs were only receptive for telepathy we should certainly be 
in close contact these days i The doctor is taking his time about his 
morning visit to-day ; but I believe the leg is somewhat better. 

Farewell, my dearest, I kiss you many thousand times. 

Your Ovm 

My precious Lowos: April 2, 1902 

Ten o'clock I There you are perhaps at this very minute standing 
on the platform and giving your address, which is not very long. So, 
as far as T can follow it, I am taking part in the Congress. The news- 
paper reports will not give any very detailed account of it. 

Yesterday Chin^aiii ^ was here. He discovered some improvement, 
but there is still inflammation ; therefore strict orders not to get out 
of bed 

I received your telegram yesterday evening about half past eight 
I was bq^inniiig to be a trifle uneasy when no woxd came. My reply, 

> Richard Chimaiii, physician to the Geneial Stalf» a friend of long ttsn^ 
lag who owned a phice near us. 
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which I intrusted to the ineflaeqgar, you will not l>e Vktfy to get 

until to-day. 

It is a beautiful summer's day — and here I am in bedl Have 
such a longing to get out 

Nothing interesting in the mail. Among other things a cntf letter 
to you from a caay photographer in Graz. Then came a letter of 
twenty quarto pages from Lins and a fitde book which the author 
published ten years ago tfaioiigh SdiabeHtL Of oourse I do not send 
you this stu£F. 

Thank the Hex [Coimtess Pottiqg] for her caid and sisteriy greet- 
mg. Kisses on thy Lowos mouth from 

How the poor man would have enjoyed those days 
at Monaco 1 The place was all a glory of spring 

splendor. We had seen the Riviera before, but not at 
a time of such luxurious profusion of flowers. 

A hall in the new building destined for the Oceano* 
graphic Museum had been cleared for the proceedings 
of the Congress. All the speeches and debates had a 
constant accompaniment of distant hammering. In 
the immediate neighborhood the work was at a stand- 
still during the hours of session, but not very far away 
the pounding and sawing and nailing went steadily on. 
This seemed to disturb some of the orators; yet one 
of them found in it a welcome occasion for bringing 
out in a beautiful picture how the work in the name 
of which we were there assembled was also an edi- 
fice, already designed but still unfinished, — an edifice 
which, like this, would also arise in usefulness and 
beauty to the honor of the builders and to the ad- 
vantage of mankind. 
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After the opening session, which Prince Albert had 

attended, all the participants stood about in the open 
space before the entrance to exchange greetings and 
to enjoy the scenes of recognition which are repeated 
at every Congress: "Ah, it's you! This is fine!* 

This time all addressed me with the question, "And 
where is the Baron ? '* I had to tell them about his ill- 
ness, which elicited general regret I really believe 
there was no one in the whole world who had ever 
known him, even super&cialiy, without being drawn 
into sympathy with him. 

The prince stood not far from me in a group, and 
was talking with General Tiirr. I was able to get a 
good look at hinu Of rather more than medium 
height, of slender and supple figure, he was then at 
the beginning of the fifties, but not yet turning gray. 
He wore a closely trimmed, dark beard, and his ex- 
pression was unusually melancholy. He came up to 
me and offered me his hand. He was delighted, he 
said, to see me, for he had long known of my devo- 
tion to the cause for the furtherance of which he now 
desired to work as energetically as he could. He 
remained some time in conversation with me. 

** One thing occurs to me to say to you," he remarked 
in the course of the conversation; **you see this work 
going on here," pointing toward the Museum ; " this 
shows the tendency of my aims and endeavors; it is 
intended as a corrective," — and now he indicated the 
crags of Monte Carlo visible in the distance and 
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crowned with the Casino, — **a corrective to that 
inheritance which is so hateful to me." 

I especially recollect among the transactions the in- 
dignant and pathetic protest of the Frenchman, Pierre 
Quillard, against the atrocious massacres being perpe- 
trated on the Armenians at that time, and unfortu- 
nately still going on. Thus our Congresses definitely 
assumed the burden of furnishing a forum for the com- 
plaints and for the defense of all the persecuted, — a 
service which the governments, relying on the principle 
of nonintervention, still refuse to undertake. 

In the course of the day we members of the Con- 
gress inspected the castle which is the home of the 
Prince of Monaco, and which rises high above the 
crag& It is an antiquated edifice with battlements^ 
outside stairways, and porticoes. In the cloistered 
private garden there is an endless profusion of flowers. 
Palms as high as a house stand there on rocky ground, 
to which every atom of soil had to be carried. The 
state rooms we saw for the first time in the evening, 
when they were all ablaze with light, at a gala recei> 
tion given in honor of the Congress; the officials of 
Nice were also invited. Especially imposing is the 
throne room, although the throne of such a tiny king* 
dom is not imposing. My attention was attracted in 
this room to a kind of tower of flowers reaching to 
the ceiling. I was told that this was the throne, with 
its seat, its steps, and its baldachin, all masked by 
this gigantic screen of flowers. 
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A second festivity was arranged by the city for our 

benefit. It was a kind of " Venetian Night " All the 
ships and boats in the harbor and all the houses along 
the bay were illuminated, Bengal fires were blazing on 
the mountains, there were torchlight processions and 
bands of music The entire population, strangers visit- 
ing the resort, the citizens of Monaco, laboring men, 
and peasants from the regions round about took part 
in the gayeties. Tents were pitched on the heights for 
the Congressists and the prince, and from here there 
was a fine prospect of the whole region bathed in 
light I sat in the prince s tent, between him and his 
cousin, the Duke of Urach. The latter, an officer in 
the German army, talked with me on the subject of 
the Congress. He granted that war would sometime 
be overcome by civilization, but before that day, he 
thought, many economic and perhaps also social 
battles would be fought out with weapons. 

What was discussed in the session this afternoon ? " 
Prince Albert asked me. 
** Propaganda," I replied. 

" Look at this picture and listen to this babel of 
voices; all the people have learned to^iay that there 
is an active peace movement; that is a propaganda," 
said the prince. 

He presided at the final banquet He sat between 
Madame Severine and me. On this occasion he told 
me much about his labors and his plans. His book, La 
€arrttre d^un navigateur^ had recently been published; 
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he proposed to send it to me, and told me that I 
should find in it the whole stoiy oi his studies and 
his — soull 

When it came to the toasts he arose and delivered 
the first speech; 

It fills me with pride and joy " (these were almost 
the identical words of his exordium) ^ to take a place 
in the peace movement; for the scientific work to 
which my life is devoted requires for its development 
the victory of the peace work, the victory over the 
cruel inheritance of primitive barbarism, the victory 
over the warlike spirit which poisons the fruits of 
civilization." 

Not in after-dinner speeches alone — which vanish 
like the foam on the lifted glass — did Prince Albert 
utter such opinions, but also in the dedication of his 
book, ** A Seaman's Career,** ^ he says : 

I dedicate the Geraian version of this book to his Biajesty Em- 
peror WOHam II, who is the patron of bbor and scienoe, and is thus 
preparing for the realtsatbn of the noblest desire of human caa- 
sdousness, namdy the union of aU dviKzing forces for the puipoae 
of bringiiiig about the rqgn of an inviolable peaoe. 

Later I saw the Emperor^s manuscript reply, in 

which, in a page-and-a-half quarto, he thanks his cA^ 
cousin for the dedication, and in peiiect agreement 
with his ideas repeats the words therein referring to 
the peace cause* 

^ Authorized German translation, under ^ titie StmmimbmJMMt fay A. 
H. Fried. Berlin, BoU & Pickardt 
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Although the dispatches that I got every day from 
Harmannsdorf were encouraging, I was feverishly im- 
patient to be at home again. Great was the jo)- of being 
reunited. During our twenty-six years of married life 
this was the first time we had ever been separated for 
more than a day or two. We had said good-by in tears ; 
in tears I threw my arms again around my dear one's 
neclc And alasl he had not yet recovered; he was 
still obliged to lie in bed. His illness, so the doctor 
said, had been an attack of periostitis, and he was bid- 
den to be very careful for some time to come. When 
he got up the first time he suffered severely from pal- 
pitation of the heart; and this was of frequent recur- 
rence. Under the twelfth of April I find in my diary 
for the first time the anxious exclamation, ** Palpitation 
again — oh, that is a serious malady. • . • Organic 
disorder — I am deeply worried." 

After some time there was an improvement and my 
anxieties were allayed. 

The Transvaal war showed no sign of coming to an 
end; to be sure peace negotiations had already been 
broached, but no annistice was declared at the same 
time; on the contrary, English reinforcements were 
shipped anew to Africa. This caused the London 
Times to express great satisfaction. Oh, these war- 
inciting editorial patriots I The neutral powers were 
not to be induced to offer mediation. Surely one must 
not hamper the arm of a fighter 1 But as far as afford- 
ing assistance to the fighter by lending money or 
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furnishing horses, — enormous transports of horses were 
leaving Fiume for the English^ — that the neutrals 
permit themselves to do. Les affaires sont Us affaires ! 

Article 27 of the Hague Convention was forgotten. 
Moreover the Hague Tribunal — the poor new^-bom 
infant — seemed condemned to die for lack of suste* 
nance. Then suddenly came a controversy which was 
submitted to the tribunal — an old quarrel between 
the United States and Mexico regarding Church 
property. President Roosevelt brought the matter 
before the Hague Tribunal. 

I knew that our friend D'Estoumelles, who had 
taken upon himself the task of preventing the work at 
The Hague from dying of asphyxiation, had under- 
taken a journey to America, where he was making a 
lecture tour. I suspected that he had not been with- 
out inilucnce in bringing about the trial of the Cliurch- 
property question before the tribunal. And, in fact, 
this was the case ; two documents furnish proof of it 
First, the following letter from D'Estoumelles in reply 
to one expressing my conjecture that he had been 
concerned in the matter. Here is his letter: 

Paris, Chamber of Dq^uties 
Dear Friend: September 5, 1902 

You have guessed it ; my object in going to the United States was 
in laige measure to show President Roosevelt the great part he might 
pbiy in world politics, now that the liberal spirit in Europe had fore> 
gone its chance. I told him the whole story and he understood it 

I said: " You are a danger or a hope for the world, aooording as 
you advance toward oonquest or ailNtration, towaid viotenre 
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It is believed that you are inclined to the side of vioknoe ; prove 
the contraiy." 
"How?" 

givii^ life 10 the Hague Omt** 
And tot is what the President has done. I have waited until the 
Court assembled before mentioning what I did. It is now in session. 
That is s great point, and we must praise Roosevelt, first because he 
deserves it, and secondly that he may find imitatorB. 

Hie aifectionate friend of you bodi 

D'EstoumeDes 

The second document is an extract from a report 
made by the French embassy at Washington to the 

Minister uf Foreign Affairs in Paris. I received an 
authentic copy of this extract It reads: 

Washington, Embassy of Liie 1' rench Republic 
Sij. April 7, 1902 

We must tell the truth, and render to each what is due. When, 
nearly two months ago, I presented M. d'Estoumelles to President 
Roosevelt, our fellow-countryman spoke to him with much enthusiasm 
alx>ut the Conference at the Hague ; he held up before his eyes the 
glofy with which Mr. Roosevelt would cover his incumbency if he 
wodd open the Aihitral Tribunal for any question, no matter how m- 
s^gnificant, and thus give an example to the world. President Roose- 
velt was struck with M. d'EstoumeOes's huiguage, and yesterday I 
was confidentially informed by him that on the veiy next day after 
the hitter's visit he charged Mr. Hay to find some matter to submit 
to die permanent judges of Itie Hague, ^gjg^j j^j^ ^ambon 
To the Minister of Foreign Affairs 

And thus through the devotion of a single person, 
supported by the energy of a powerful ally, that 
machine was set in motion. A proof was given to the 
world that it could perform its functions. Of course 
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the opponents objected that it was nothing but a quite 
insignificant case which was submitted — as if insig- 
nificant cases had not many times led to war. Not the 
case but the method is what counts. 

My husband had so far recovered that able 
to go to Switzerland together to attend the opening 
of the Bloch Museum. The preliminary arrangements 
had been well advanced during the founder's life- 
time, but it took his widow's entire energy, her entire 
capacity for sacrifice, and her extraordinary activity to 
finish the work. What the six-volume work *'War" 
relates and proves with the printed word, the Lucerne 
War and Peace Museum reiterates with its weapons^ 
its models, its pictures^ and its charts. 

The opening festival and the events of the succeed- 
ing days took the form of a small Peace Congress; for 
Madame von Bloch had invited a great number of 
influential personages belonging to the movement to 
come to Lucerne as her guests. And thus at this fes- 
tival the whole company met again, — Fr6d6ic Passy, 
W. T. Stead, Gaston Moch, General Turr, Madame 
Severine, Dr. Richter (the veteran chairman of the 
German Peace Society), Professor Wilheim Forster, 
Moneta, D'Estoumelles, and many others. 

War is tl^c duel of tlie nations; the duel is war 
between two individuals. Now a movement had been 
started against the primitive custom of dueling so 
firmly intrenched in the continental countries, though 
England long ago got rid of it Prince Lbwenstein and 

392 



Google 



THE LAST YEAR 



Prince Alfonso de Borbon were at the head of this 
movement The latter especially showed a tireless zeal. 
I wrote him at this time of my intention to bring the 
objects of the anti-duelii^ league up for discussion at 
the next meeting of the Union, The prince replied: 

XfAt^itn . Ebenzweier, August 12, 1903 

I thank you heartily for your kind letter of July 22 and the pro- 
spectus of your Vienna Conference. I hope iSbc Conference may be 
foOowed by the best results. You are worldng, madam, with admi- 
rable devotion to your cause. I shall be very glad to see our anti- 
diieling movement once more approved by your assembly, as it was 
last year by die one at Glasgow. 
With the highest regard, I remain 

Yours faithfully 

Alfonso de Borbon y Austria-Este 

A manager made me an offer to arrange a tour 
through the United States for readings from my 
works. I declined ; My Own*s uncertain state of health 
would have been a sufficient excuse for refusing the 
o£Fer. I had no very clear conception of America, but 
I have a letter from Hodgson Pratt which he wrote 
after making a flying trip across " the great pond," 
and in which he says, among other things : 

. • . But my visit to the States convinced me that the great treaty 
would comel I returned quite infatuated ^th the Yankees, — im- 
proved EngEihmen I call themi — so bright, so clear in thought and 
word, so raolute^ so animated, so strongi It was ahnost a new revela- 
tion to hear and see those dear younger cousins. They have our 
Britidi solidity, but with a youthfulness we have lost I never spent 
six months of such enthutiasm. 
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When I first read this letter, dated in 1897, it did 

not mean much to me. But since I myself have been 
in America I understand Hodgson Pratt*s words, and 
I subscribe to every one of them. Yes, **clear and 
strong, resolute and animated," they certainly are; 
yes, "a revelation,** — so appeared to me, too, that new 
young world I 

In the summer of 1902 we received several interest- 
ing visits at Harmannsdorf ; I mean visits from abroad, 
for with our friends of the neighborhood there was 
always continual going back and forth. The visitors 
to whom I refer came from St Petersburg and the 
Caucasus. 

First Emanuel Nobel, my departed friend Alfred 
Nobel's nephew. I found that Emanuel had many 

traits of resemblance to Alfred, — the same serious- 
ness, the same depth, the same broad, democratic ideas. 
In his outward semblance, also, and in his voice the 
nephew reminded me of the uncle. Emanuel is un- 
married. The rumor that he was to marry his friend 
Minister Witte's sister proved to be false ; he lives in 
absolute devotion to his brother^s numerous femily. 
He is at the hend of the greatest naphtha Inisiness 
in the world. Fourteen vessels carry its products on 
the seas. Twice a year he journeys to Baku, where 
his most productive oil wells flow. When, a few years 
later, during the Russo-Japanese war, those oil wells 
were set on fire and blazed up into the skies like 
pillars of flame, his losses must have been immense. 
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The second visit from abroad was from the Princess 

Tamara of Georgia and her two daughters. They 
stayed two days at Harmannsdorf, and we indulged 
in endless reminiscences of the old times in the 
Caucasus. That beloved, beautiful country, too, was 
to endure the most atrocious su£[erings from that 
miserable war. 

During August of that year my husband and I ac- 
cepted an invitation from Count Heinrich Taaffe (son 
of the former Austrian Prime Minister) and his charm- 
ing wife to visit them at Castle EUischau in northern 
Bohemia, where we spent a very delightful week. 

A beautiful surprise was sprung upon me there. 
One evening about nine o'clock, as we sat after dinner 
on the balcony, from which there is a wide prospect of 
wooded mountains outlined on the horizon, suddenly 
on a summit against the dark sky the word Pax " 
stood out in giant letters of flame. At the same time, 
from the distance, little lights, glimmering ever more 
numerous and ever nearer, approached the castle 
through the shrubbery. It was a torchlight procession. 
A throng of people came up, a band of music began 
to play) and finally the whole procession halted on the 
open place below the balcony. A man stepped for- 
ward — he was the school-teacher — and delivered an 
address in Bohemian, in which the word peace" fre- 
quently occurred. I had to make a reply, also in Bo- 
hemian, my hobt whispering the words to me, for I do 
not know my native tongue. To be sure the Kinskys 
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are a Czechish family^ but in my childhood the Czechish 
national consciousness had not awakened, and as I grew 
older I was no longer receptive to it, having attained 
the European consciousness. But I was none the less 
pleased with the schoolmaster's discourse. The village 
people — those also from neighboring villages — stayed 
about for a long time; the musicians played a polka 
and the young people danced. My husband and I 
were heartily delighted with the clever little festival 
Never did a more grateful fireworks audience utter its 
" ah 1 " than we at the moment when the lofty " Pax " 
illumined the evening sky. 

Fortunate will be our descendants for whom this 
word sh.ill gleam on the political horizon, not as a fleet- 
ing pyrotechnical display but as an unalterable token. 

In September the Interparliamentary Conference 
was to have been held in Vienna. Baron Pirquet was 
at the head of the organization committee. The prepa- 
rations were under way, the programme had been sent 
out, the opening day was appointed, when, just on the 
eve of it, a circular was dispatched stating that on ac- 
count of unforeseen technical diihculties the Confer- 
ence would have to be given up and postponed until 
the following year. Baron Pirquet confidentially in- 
formed me that the difficulties were not technical but 
political This was a hard blow to him* 

I also was painfully affected by the circumstance, 
but at this time I had quite different troubles. While 
at EUischau, even while at Lucerne, My Own had 
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often complained of pain, and many of our friends later 
told me that they had been shocked at his appearance. 

A long, long illness began. First — but no. I will 
not here relate the story of this tragic time — not here. 
In Brufe an einm Toim (** Letters to One Dead'*) 
I have related to the beloved Shade everything, — 
how he and how 1 suHered, and how he died. 

December lo, 1902, was the day of his death. Up 
to the ninth I confided to my diary all the phases of 
my anxiety and my hope, my despondency and my 
despair. It is astounding how much like a friend such 
a book becomes to one — how one can tell it all one's 
thoughts and complaints, how one can shed over it 
the tears that one must hide from others^ particularly 
from a dear one who is ill. But on the tenth of 
December I could write no more, and not for a long 
time afterward. 

Much later I came back to this trusty confidant 

and made a large cross on the last written leaf. On 

the new page I wrote : 

December 39, Heie yawns a terrible hiatus in this book. The 
most awful days of my life, henceforth to be lonely, so ine^nessibly 
londy, . . • 

On tenth, after an hour of agony, and after he had called me 

by name, My Own, My very Own, breathed away his precious life I 

Maria Louise, Sister Luisc, I'auline, the two physicians, and I 
stood about his deathbed — endlessly sad and tragic hours. . . , 
Have iost everything! 

Then followed the days and nights of the deathwatch. 
So lovely he lay there with his own characteristic smile on his coltl, 
ico^ld lips, which I could not kiss often enough. . • . 
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On the thirteenth solemn ser\nce for the dead \ the weeping inmates 
of the house and the villagers ; the moumii^ guests. We accompanied 
the cofhn to Eggenburg. 

On the fourteenth the journey to Gotba. 

On the axteeadi the flamiqg pyre I 

During his lifetime he whom I lost said to me many 
dear and beautiful words, which are imprinted on my 
heart; but the loveliest are those which he spoke 

from bt ) oncl the grave, in his last will. After a few 
last instructions and directions it reads : 

And now, My Own, one single word to thee : Thanks ! Thou hast 
made me happy ; thou hast helped me to win from life its loveliest 
aspects, lu get delight from it. Not a second of discontent has ever 
come between us, and for this I thank thy great understanding, thy 
great heart, thy great love ! . . . 

Thou knowcst that we realized within our hearts the dutv' of con- 
tributing our mite to the betterment of the world, of laboring, of 
struggling for the right, for the imperishable light of the truth. Though 
J go home, for you this duty is not extinguished. Thy happy recol- 
lection of thy companion must be a support to thee. Thou must woik 
on in our plans, for the sake of the good cause keep up die work 
until tiiou also at last shalt reach the end of the brief joum^ of life. 
Courage then I No hesitation I In what we are trying to do we are 
aft one, and therefore must thou try still to aooompUafa muchl 

Conclusion 

I am going to break o£f these records of my life at 
this point ; I cannot call that which has filled my days 

between the tenth of December, 1902, [ind the present 
time, life. To be sure, 1 heeded the injunction which 
came to me from beyond the grave, and 1 have worked 

on; and I have seen in the loom of time much of that 
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red woof to which my thoughts and desires are directed 
I shall go on to speak further of that, but not in con- 
nection with the other personal things commemorated 
here. Moreover, the events of the last few years are still 
too near at hand to furnish a satisfactory perspective. 

Since my career, however, does not end with that 
date of sorrow — since 1 have not yet reached, as the 
will says, the end of the brief journey (A life," I shall 
have much more to communicate concerning the fur- 
ther course of that movement in which I have found 
my life task. 

In the last six years important phases have devel* 

oped in the battle between the cause of peace and the 
cause of war: for instance, the Anglo-French enUnU; 
the series of arbitration treaties following one after 
another (some among them without the usual limita- 
tions); the outbreak and fearful catastrophes of the 
Russo-Japanese war; the Hull incident, which, through 
the application of an investigation commission insti- 
tuted by the Hague Court, was prevented from devel- 
oping into a world conflagration; Roosevelt's action 
in restoring peace in eastern Asia; the entrance of 
the North American group into the Interparliamentary 
Union; the rising cloud between England and Ger- 
many; its dissipation through the exchange of visits 
of international corporations brought about by the 
pacifists; the further assignments of the Nobel prizes; 
the activity and expenditures of Andrew Carnegie for 
peace purposes; the peaceful separation of Sweden 
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and Norway, the first example of the kind in history; 
the lessons of the Russian revolution ; the recent pro 

posal of the English premier, Sir Henry Campbell- 
Bannerman, for a union to limit armaments; the calling 
of the Second Hague Peace Conference; the Interpar- 
liamentary Conference at London, at which, for the 
first time, members of the Russian duma participated^ 
though on account of the dissolution of the duma they 
were obliged to withdraw (La dauma esi morUy viue 
la douma /); the labors and congress of the Universal 
Alliance of Women for Peace and Arbitration under 
the chairmanship of Lady Aberdeen; the Second 
Hague Peace Congress, this time including repre- 
sentatives of forty-six countries, with the wedge still 
further driven in by doubters and opponents deter- 
mined to change the character of this world parliament 
so that it shall come to be merely a court to regulate 
wars; the favorable results, nevertheless, of this Con- 
ference resulting from the spirit of the cause and pro- 
moted by our adherents who were present; the brilliant 
debut of the South American countries which were 
represented in it; the determination to continue this 
international cooperation; the progress of the anti- 
dueling movement assisted by the King of Spain and 
the King of Italy; the resolutions passed by the social* 
ist congresses in favor of fighting against war; the in- 
creasing number of ententes, in which the adherents 
of the old views, and with them the press of almost 
the entire world, suspect that they can see aggressive 
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alliances fonned against third parties, but which in 
reality are merely new meshes of the net making for 

the peaceful organization of the world ; the conquest 
of the air, the most revolutionary event of recent cen- 
turies in the development of civilization, but in which 
the shortsighted see nothing else than a useful means 
of hurling explosives, although it really involves the 
abolition of boundaries^ fortifications, and custom- 
houses ; at the same time the conditions in the miser* 
able Balkan states, where for long years brigandage 
and manslaughter and atrocities have been raging and 
the war storm may break at any moment 

I have not held myself aloof from all these things ; 
I have chronicled them in my diaries with notes, docu- 
ments, and correspondence. During these last six 
years I have been about the world a good deal and 
met many interesting people. For four winters in suc- 
cession I have spent several weeks as the guest of the 
Prince of Monaco in his ctag-seated castle, and have 
there met prominent personages from princely, scien- 
tific, diplomatic, and artistic circles. A journey to 
America^ brought me into touch with Roosevelt, and 
opened before me vistas into that country of unbounded 
possibilities, or, rather, as it presented itself to me, of 
impossibilities overcome. I have participated in the 
meetings of congresses during that time, namely, the 
Peace Congresses at Boston, Lucerne, Milan, and Mu- 
nich, and the Woman's Congress at Berlin. I attended 

^Seepp. ^5ft 
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as a guest the Inteiparliamentaiy Conferences at 
Vienna and London. I have had frequent meetings 
with my old colleagues, and 1 have seen new laborers 
in the common cause come to the fore: for instance, 
Richard Bartholdt, founder of the American group; Sir 

Thomas Barclay, the: zealous associate promoter of ihc 
Angio-French entenU; Lubin, the initiator of the Agri- 
cultural Institute at Rome; and Biyan, the candidate 
for President of the United States. I have been enabled 
to follow the great services rendered the peace move- 
ment in Germany by Pastor Umfrid, by Professor 
Quidde, and by many others — I cannot name them 
alL In the year 1905, accompanied by Miss Alice 
Williams, I made a lecture tour through twenty-eight 
German cities. In the spring of 1906 I had to go to 
Christiania to deliver there before King Haakon and 
the Storthing the lecture required of the recipients of 
the Nobel prizes. At that time I made a journey 
through Sweden and Denmark. Finally, in 1907, just 
as eight years earlier, I was present at The Hague 
during the time of the Peace Conference, and kept an 
exact record of all the transactions, personages, and 
social functions. All these experiences, impressions, 
letters, and memoranda may sometime come into use 
for supplementing the reminiscences (so far as they bear 
upon the historic development of the peace movement) 
which are here brought to a conclusion ; and, should I 
not myself arrange for their publication, they will be 
found among my possessions after I am gone. 
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What the immediate future will produce in this do- 
main will assuredly surpass in signiiicance the modest 
and hidden beginnings. Though the contemporaiy 
world is quite unconscious dt the fact, the movement 
has spread far beyond the circle of the Unions, of the 
resolutions, and of the personal activities of single in- 
dividuals ; it has grown into a struggle which involves 
the very conception of life and all natural laws. It has 
passed from the hands of the so-called "Apostles" 
into the hands of the powerful and into the minds of 
the awaking democracy; within it work a hundred- 
fold various powers, unconscious that they are thus 
working. It is a process which is being accomplished 
by the forces of nature, a slowly growing new organiza* 
tion of the world. The next stage is to be something 
quite concrete, perfectly attainable, absolved from all 
theoretical and all ethical universality, — the formation 
of an alliance of European states. 

Whatever the old system may accomplish by its 
endeavors, however insanely high the supplies of the 
opposing instruments of destruction may be heaped 
up, whatever horrors may break out in isolated places 
in the way of warlike reactions, I have no fear of 
being discredited in histories written in the future 
when I here register the prediction, Universal peace 
is on the way. 

And even if to-day many look askance at these 
prophecies, and turn from the whole cause, — mdif- 
ferent, yawning, shrugging their shoulders, as if it 
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concerned something impractical, unessential, fiuictful, 

— yet very speedily, if once that which is in prepara- 
tion, as yet silent and unobserved, comes into sight, 
there will be awakened the general realization that this 
cause demands conscious cooperation, that it includes 
the mightiest task of onward-marching human society, 

— in a word, that it is " the one important thing*" 
July, 1908 



404 



SUPPLEMENTARY CHAPTER 



1904 



THREE WEEKS IN AMERICA 
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An advertiaiiig monstrosity • A visit in Ithaca 

OR the En it] Ish- American edition of this book 



X I will add a few reminiscences of my visit to 
the United States as 1 committed them to paper in 
October, 1904, while returning to Europe. 

Here on board the Kaiser Wilhelm II I find time 
and leisure to set down in my diary some of the mul- 
titudinous and vivid impressions whereby the store of 
my experiences has been increased through my brief, 
all too brief, sojourn on the other side of the ocean. 

The thirteenth World's Peace Congress was opened 
in Boston on the fourth of September. That was the 
object of my journey; so I was not induced to cross 
the ocean by my desire to make acquaintance with the 
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New World, and yet a wholly and completely new 

world was revealed to me. 

I will begin at the embarkation. My traveling com- 
panion and I spent the evening before in the senators* 
room of the Rathauskeller at Bremen, where the 
local group of the German Peace Society had arranged 
a small festivity in our honor. 

I saw there the enormous hogshead which holds 
ever so many gallons, and the one that is filled with 
such precious old wine that evety drop is reckoned as 
worth so many hundred marks, and the beaker from 
which Emperor William II is accustomed to drink 
when he visits the wine cellar, and — what pleased 
me most — the model of the fountain on which tiie 
quaint city musicians of Bremen are portrayed, namely, 
the ass on which stands the dog which supports the 
cat on which sits the cock, — possibly veiy dever, but 
certainly extremely lean, tone artists. 

The next morning, which was bright and clear, we 
proceeded to Bremerhaven by a special train. This 
train takes transatlantic passengers only, and stops di- 
rectly opposite the gangway of the steamship. When 
we arrived at the dock, gay music was pealing from the 
deck, and we went on bKxad as if we were embarking 
for a pleasure sail 

After a brief hour's delay our floating palace, Kaiser 
Wilkelm der Grosse, gets under way. The receding 
rim of the harbor is filled with people still waving their 

farewells, and the travelers on the decks are also waving 

406 



uiLjiiizuU Dy Google 



THREE WEEKS IN AMERICA 

in response. At the same time the ship's orchestia 
has begun to play again. It is a melancholy moment, 

although the soul is raised on high with expectation 
' as we sail out over the broad ocean into another por- 
tion of the world, into the land of unlimited possibili- 
ties, and away from the old home, perhaps never to be 
seen again. What thoughts fill the emigrant's soul? 
Experienced globe-trotters, who cross the great pond 
every year, may be as calm and cool at this moment 
as we are when we hear the signal for the starting 
of the train from Modling Station to Vienna; but 
I, who was making my first trip across the Atlantic, 
experienced something of the solemnity of a parting 
mood, although I left nothing behind save an urn 
of ashes I 

It was a beautiful, smooth passage, with only two 
or three hours of pitching and discomfort during the 
whole voyage, which was free from fog and storm. We 
had a very agreeable captain, — I had the privilege of 
sitting at his right h^ind at dinner, — and also very in- 
teresting traveling companions. Ah! and this bene- 
ficial state of emancipation from the woes and the 
worries of the day, and no newspaper with descriptions 
from the theater of war. Fortunately the Marconi 
system is not sufficiently advanced to give us daily 
tidings in full detail. That is destined to come about, 
but it is to be hoped that the news then will contain 
fewer barbarities. Ultimately the moral improvement 
of the world must keep step with the technical 
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We went through a half hour of anxious excitement 

on the high seas. \Vc were sitting comfortably on 
deck, reclining in our steamer ciiairs, engaged in read- 
ing or contemplation of the play of the waves^ or lazily 
thinking of nothing at all, when suddenly a commo- 
tion began on board. There was a clamor of voices, 
and sailors ran hither and thithen The travelers rushed 
to one place on the quarter-deck. 

** It is sinking ! " cries one. 
What is sinlving ? " I inquire, with pardonable in- 
terest; *our ship?" 

•* No — do you see — yonder — " 

Now I, too, hasten to the rail; I see at some dis- 
tance a sailing vessel, a three-master, rocking on the 
waves. It is on fire; our ship hastens toward her 
under full steam. Possibly there may be something 
there to be rescued, — even human beings raising 
agonized prayers for aid. 

That was not the case; the vessel was a derelict. 
But if there had been men on board, how we should 
have trembled, how anxiously we should have followed 
the work of rescue that our captain would have set on 
foot with all zeal, and how we should have clamored 
with jubilation had he succeeded. Even if there had 
been no more than one man on board the unfortunate 
craft, and he had been rescued from the extremity 
of despair, what joy I But when the next Marconi 
dispatch brings the news of a bath of blood at Port 
Arthur or Mukden, — that is merely an interesting 
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piece of news! What an insane contradiction I In re- 
gard to this I will only say that such things must 
cease, for contradictions cannot prevail; they annihi- 
late themselves; that is the law of nature. The time 
will come when the sacred sea, that binds all nations 
together, that distributes wealth among them, that has 
been made serviceable through the powers of man 
for the aims of happiness, will be no longer dese- 
crated by explosive mines and submarine instruments 
of destruction. 

On the seventh day we entered the harbor of New 
York; the Statue of Liberty held out her torch to 
greet us, — a torch so great that a man can take a 
walk around its handle. But grand and triumphant as 
the statue is, its ideal falls below it even in America, 
which in the national hymn arrogates to itself the 
proud title, ^Land of the noble free." If ever there 
was a dream projected into the future, it is the dream of 
freedom, up to the present time unfulfilled everywhere, 
yet ripening toward fulfillment Perhaps America, the 

young land un oppressed by ancient traditional fetters, 
is the land where that torch will first fiame forth and 
then illuminate all the comers of the earth. 

I had, by the way, my first taste of its lack of free- 
dom, at the dock, where the vandals of the tariff rum- 
maged in the depths of my trunks and subjected my 
fur cloak to a searching examination. Heaven be 
praised, it was not sealskin! And while I was trem- 
bling with the excitement of the inspection, three 
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reporters were asking me about the programme of 
the Peace Congress and about the prospects ol the 
war in eastern Asia. 

" Who will win, Russia or Japan ? *' 

* Both will lose," I replied, opening a trunk — (to 
the customs officer) "Only old clothes 1" — (to the 
reporters) ** Both will lose, and mankind with them.* 

We proceeded directly to Boston, and, as night had 
already come on, the first impression of New York, 
which we crossed from Hoboken to the Forty-second 
Street Station, was only one mad whirl of dazzUng 
lights, roaring streets, and houses high as the sky 1 

Boston has the reputation of being the most Euro- 
pean city in the United States, and likewise the capi- 
tal of intellect. Really I have not much to offer in the 
way of descriptions and observations ; Boston for me 
was the gathering place of this year's Peace Congress, 
and as such absorbed all my thoughts and attention. 
Here I was, then, once more in another quarter of the 
world, and just as at Rome and Budapest, as in Ham- 
burg and Paris, among good old comrades; once more 
I was on the international forum, where the ideal of 
international friendship, with its promise of happiness, 
is practiced anionic the pailicipants and is striven for 
in behalf of contemporary and succeeding generations. 

The sessions of the American Peace Congress 
showed clearly enough what immense strides the 
peace movement has recently made, in spite of, or 
perhaps because of, the awful wholesale slaughter in 
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eastern Asia, which arouses universal horror. The con* 

viction that this matter is not only one of the weightiest 
questions of the time, but is the question of the future, 
and is the foundation on which a new era of civilization, 
already dawning, is to be erected, is penetrating into 
ever wider and wider circles, and is already forming in 
America a consistent part of public opinion, as was 
well shown by the course of the thirteenth Peace Con- 
gress and the interest taken in it by the people. 

Of course there, as everywhere, one finds a chauvin- 
istic tendency, a ''yellow press,*' imperialistic appetites, 
and the like; but in corroboration of the above-expressed 
opinion, that the peace question is the predominant 
one in the public mind, stands the fact that in the 
presidential campaign now convulsing the whole cuun- 
try the peace sentiment is incorporated into the plat- 
form of the Democratic party, and that Roosevelt's 
opponents are striving to belittle, as an election maneu- 
ver, the peace policy which he is now so energetically 
advocating. The great mass of the people, and espe- 
cially the more intelligent classes of the country, are 
strongly opposed to an unlimited increase of the navy, 
and to the spread of military institutions and of the 
warlike spirit 

A remarkable land, ** Land of Unlimited Possibili- 
ties,'* as it has been called in the well-known book title; 
verily it might rather be called ^ Land of Conquered 
Impossibilities." Indeed, this young world, — in the 

true sense of the word, this New World, — exuberant 
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in strength, glad in its daring, with peculiar insistency 
gets on the nerves " of people of strong conservative 
feelings. But any one who looks to the future, any 
one who cherishes a comforting faith in development, 
will here feel joyously strengthened in his hopes of 
progress Certainly all the acquisitions of the New 
World will redound to the advantage of the Old W orid^ 
just as all the treasures of culture of the Old have been 
taken over and will still continue to be taken over by 
the New. It would be good if Kunjpeans, eager to 
learn and to know, might be turned to America, m 
such mighty throngs as America pours into Europe. 
Yes, the nations have to learn from one another; that 
is better than for them to blow one another into the 
air. If one man desires to climb higher than another, 
he must mount on the other^s shoulders^ but not 
throw him down. 

The recent period, during which a World s Fair and 
such numerous congresses — the Interparliamentary 
Conference and Scientific Congress at St. Louis, the 
Peace Congress in Boston, and the like — have attracted 
to America so many Europeans, will do a vast amount 
toward widening the knowledge and at the same time 
the appreciation of what we should get from and 
for America, 

But let us return to the peace meetings. This time 
I was unfortunately unable to attend the Interparlia- 
mentary Conference. What a brilliant success it was 
we shall soon know by report The members of the 
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Conference were the guests of the government, and as 
such were specially honored, not only by the officials but 
also by the inhabitants of all the cities that they visited; 
and their two most important resolutions — the calling 
of a second Hague Conference and the establishment 
of a permanent International Congress for the discus- 
sion of world interests — have been laid before President 
Roosevelt and by him in a measure put in motion. 

Who can doubt that the calling of a new Hague 
Conference, just as was the case with the first, will 
meet with much opposition, and that attempts will be 
made to l)elittle its significance and render nugatory 
its results? Nothing great and new is ever accom- 
plished without opposition. But just as the first Con- 
ference, in spite of everything, left behind it not only 
the fact of the tribunal established and the text of the 
agreements ** for the peaceful solution of international 
conflicts by means of the Court of Arbitration, media- 
tion, and commissions for intervention," but also the 
solemn declaration that the moral and material welfare 
of the nations requires a reduction of the burden of 
armaments, so also the next Conference will certainly 
bring forth further and fresh results. Granted we have 
the letter of the law already, all that is required is to 
breathe into it the spirit of life. " Where there 's a will 
there 's a way," says the proverb ; but where the way is 
all open the will must be exerted. 

I obtained accurate details concerning the satisfac- 
tory proceedings of the Interparliamentary Conference, 
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and the reception of their delegation at the White 
House, from the lips of several of its members, who, 

being also members of the Peace Unions, attended ti.e 
Boston Congress^ of which they brought us reports. 
Among them were William Randal Cremer (the last 
yearns laureate of the Nobel peace prize), Dn Clark, 
Houzeau de Lehaye, and H. La Fontaine. 

The opening of the Congress in Boston took the 
form of an imposing festival. Begun with religious 
exercises, supported by the lively interest of the pub- 
lic and the press, the event was regarded, throughout 
the country, as the event of the day ; and all the more 
as the first statesman of the United States, John Hay, 
delivered the address of greeting. In this address, 
which, by the way, was telegraphed all over the world, 
there were none of those diplomatic *' ifs ** and "'buts " 
and " to be sures " and " on the other hands " %vhich 
are customary on such occasions; it was a frank, un- 
reserved recognition of the justice and attainability of 
tlic aim of the Congress, and it contained the declara- 
tion that a new diplomacy and a new system of politics 
henceforth must accept the golden rule What ye will 
not have done unto you, etc.") as a pattern of conduct, 
— a rule which has been banished from high politics 
hitherto by so-called practical politicians, on the ground 
that it was unpractical and idealistic. At this introduc* 
tory meeting the great hall of Tremont Temple was 
filled to the last seat, and at least three thousand people 
tried in vain to obtain entrance. 
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About one hundred and twenty delegates came 

from Europe. That is not a large number; the ma- 
jority and the most prominent among them came from 
£ngland. Carnegie, whose attendance had been an- 
nounced, was prevented from coming, and merely sent 
a significant letter. There were legions of addresses 
of approbation from various bodies, religious, scientific, 
industrial, and the like. One of the most noteworthy 
addresses, and absolutely unique considering the source 
from which it came, was subscribed, " Twenty-third 
Regiment, Massachusetts Infantry." 

Besides the regular transactions, which were followed 
by large, attentive, and receptive audiences, the Con- 
gress gave a great series of public meetings at which 
the peace question was elucidated from different points 
of view, as, for example, " the peace question and the 
school,** **the peace movement and socialism," **the 
duties and responsibilities of woman in the peace move- 
ment," and the like. The classes concerned thronged 
to all these meetings,— the women to one, educators 
to another, and laboring men to the third. 

A meeting touching the question of disarmament, 
and offering as its chief speaker the well-known Gen- 
eral Miles, was attended by many military men, — 
probably by some of that Twenty-third Regiment 
If the Twenty-third Regiment has so much inteUi- 
gence, there is no reason why the Twenty-fourth, and 
other regiments — and in other states as well as in 
Massachusetts — should not understand that, though 
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they will do their duty while war exists, nevertheless the 
"warless time** — as the Prussian Lieutenant Colonel 
Moritz von Egidy saw it coming — is worth striving for. 

The public interest aroused by these addresses was so 
great that, although several meetings were held simul- 
taneously and in large auditoriums, every place was 
always filled to overflowing. The speakers were aKva\ s 
assured of the greatest applause when they called at- 
tention to the bet that America's gloiy and grandeur 
consisted in having attained such proportions without 
a standing army, safe without defense, giving the world 
an example of peace; likewise when voices were raised 
against imperialism, which seemed to be gaining ground 
in many places, or against the threatening increase of 
the navy and the danger that the poison of militarism 
might infect the whole land Since the war with Spain 
this virus has certainly worked its way into the system; 
but, judging from what we saw, heard, and read in the 
papers (with the exception of the " yellow " joumalsX 
the American organism is protecting itself vigorously 
against it and will, it is to be hoped, cast it out 
altogether. 

The scenes that took place at the socialist congress 

at Amsterdam were repeated on the Boston platform, 
— a Japanese and a Russian shook hands amid a 
storm of applause. According to old concepts were 
not both of them traitors to their native countries? 
Or is the whole thing somewhat comical ? On the 
contrary, is not this action more attractive than that 
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which was related on the same day in a report from 

the theater of war. In one grave two dead men were 
found clutching each otlier; the hand of the Japanese 
was clinched on the Russian's throat and the Russian's 
fingers had penetrated the eye sockets of the Japanese. 

A Hindoo, in native costume, from the sacred land 
of the Lama, was also there. He complained of the 
desecration that the war had wrought in the monks' 
places of devotion. ** I come from the jungles," so his 
q>eeGh began, *'and to the jungles I return." 

A tiny Chinese woman, also in national costume, 
was one of the most popular speakers at the Congress. 
Her name is Dr. Kim. Educated by English mission- 
aries, she had come to America to study medicine, 
and now she is going back to China to practice there. 
She speaks exquisite English, and with the sweetest 
voice and a smiling mouth she spoke the bitterest 

truths to the Europeans about the presumption with 
which they were trying to impose their warUke civiH- 
zation upon an older and peaceful culture, and their 
dogmas upon a ripened philosophical view of the 
world, and, finally, were aiming to treat the Chinese 
Empire as a country to be.looted. 

•* We can learn much from you, friends ** (the word 
friends" she spoke with a pecuharly sweet intonation), 
that we grant ; and if those lusts of conquest prevail, 
then we shall have to be grateful for learning from you, 
friends " (spoken tenderly), " the art of defending our- 
selves successfully against you." 
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I have had opportunity for but little sight-seeing 
about Boston, for the days were filled with meetings 

and labors. But the Public Library I did visit. Oh, 
those book palaces, those book cathedrals in America 1 
What is not granted there to the people hungry for 
learning! And in what form it is given f The build- 
ing is adorned with all the magic o£ architectural 
and plastic arts; the frescoes that adorn the palatial 
stairway — designed by Puvis de Chavannes — are a 
poem ; another great master, Sargent, was intrusted 
with the decoration of some of the inner rooms. 
Beauty everywhere 1 

There is a widespread notion that the American 
possesses only a business sense and not an aesthetic 
sense; that the cities with their *'cloud-scratcher$" and 
elevated roads and warehouses are ugly. What a mis- 
take ! The horn of plenty that has scattered its treas- 
ures over this land has not forgotten beauty any more 
than wealth. Not to speak of natural beauties — 
Niagara Falls, the Rocky Mountains, and the Hke — 
I mean the works of man. Whoever planted woodbine, 
ivy, and other vines, to clamber in rich luxuriance up 
the walls, even to the roofs of houses and churches, 
knew that he was creating beauty. Here again nature 
comes to man's aid, for the autumn foliage glows and 
gleams in colors which are quite unknown in our 
landscapes. In contrast with the brilliant hues there 
are soft and tender tones, — such an azure green, such 
a rosy gray, such a bright goklen violet as only the 
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most audacious art secessionist would venture to mix 

on his palette. 

After the close of the Boston Congress public meet- 
ings were arranged in many other cities, — New York, 
Philadelphia, Worcester, Springfield, Northampton, 
Toronto, Buffalo, Cincinnati, and elsewhere; and in 
these places the principal men and women who had 
been speaking at the Peace Congress gave lectures 
concerning the transactions there and the peace move- 
ment in general. Everywhere were the same enthusi- 
astic interest on the part of the public, the same dig- 
nified treatment on the part of official circles, and the 
same detailed and approving reports from the press. 
Our lectures were desired and applauded in churches, 
universities, girls* schools, workingmen's homes, concert 
halls, — everywhere. 

On my return to New York I got somewhat ac- 
quainted with the city. The word acquainted," though, 
seems presumptuous when I had only a few days, or 
rather a few hours — for the days were filled for the 
most part with the duties of my calling — to devote to 
this giant phenomenon, this city of three millions. 
Nevertheless, even what is seen as quickly as in a hght- 
ning flash can leave an abiding impression, especially 
when it is so surprising and overpowering. If I were 
to sum up the impression that America made on me, 
I might say that I was afiected somewhat as Bellamy's 
hero was, who, after sleeping for many years, wakes 
up in an absolutely changed and improved world Not 
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as if, as in the case described by Bellamy, several cen- 
turies had been passed in sleep, but father as if two 

or three decades, filled with discoveries and other 
advances, had been anticipated; thus seemed every- 
thing around mew The woman movement, the anti- 
alcohol movement, the social movement, technical arts, 
popular education, democratic spirit, toleration, com- 
fort of living, luxury, physical development, — every- 
thing speedily carried forward and upward to a climax. 
A still deeper impression than the one made by all 
that was so abundantly flowering there (1 grant that 
there may be also many poisonous plants in the gar- 
den) was made upon me by what is planted there, by 
what is still hidden in the seeds but is full of promise 
for rich harvests in the future. Education is power, 
education is freedom, education is ennoblement; and 
from that treasure, which is indeed imported from the 
Old World, such mighty systems of culture multiplied 
and disseminated will be established in the New Worid 
that for the coming generations an inestimable raising 
of the general standard of life is to be expected. I have 
had the opportunity to see universities, colleges, and 
libraries, and to hear about the settlements of univer- 
sity extension. " Education," said an American lady 
to me, is something which we feel in duty bound to 
disseminate widely; the whole people must be able to 

share in it.'* 

All the development of magnificence, all the zeal in 
conferring donations, which in the Old World has been 
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shown in princely palaces and cathedrals, in the New 

World — and from far richer sources — flows into 
places for education. That, indeed, up to the present 
time, more fundamental knowledge is to be obtained 
at European universities is indicated by the fact that 
Americans whose means permit it, and who are par- 
ticularly ambitious, come to us to study, and that all 
the professors and scientists there regard it as a privi- 
lege to be able to spend a few years as students in our 
higher institutions ; but 1 am speaking now of the dis- 
semination, especially the coming dissemination, of 
public instruction, which is still so young in America, 
Its deepening will come of itself, together with the 
rejection of much useless educational truck inherited 
from the olden days and not likely to be any longer 
useful for the new times. 

Unfortunately I did not make the acquaintance of 
the so-called ** smart set," the upper four hundred, 
whose palaces line Fifth Avenue and who are so con- 
stantly regarded as the type of the leading classes in 
America — though as mistakenly so regarded as a cer- 
tain Boulevard society is taken for the prototype of 
French character. It would have been very interest- 
ing to study this "smart set'* All that I saw was the 
outside of their palaces, but they certainly presented 

to the eye no remarkable splendor. Their possessors 
— the Vanderbilts and Rockefellers and Morgans and 
Astors and others — at this season of the year were 
eidier still at their country estates or away traveling. 
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The huge opera house, in which Gennan, French, 
and Italian operas» each in the original^ are perfonned 
by the leading artists of the world, was not yet opened. 
The Italian opera will begin with Puccini's Bohknu^ 
sung by Caruso and Marcella Sembrich. Madame 
Schumann-Heink, who is undertaking the r51e of 
Kundr)% is just at present the object of many social 
attentions and incessant interviews. The performances 
of Parsifal, regarded by Frau Cosima Wagner as dese- 
cration, arc said to have been of overwhelming beauty. 

The Amencans are importing all our treasures of 
refined art and old culture; for us there is only one 
revenge: we must absorb more and more of their 
acquisitions, give more attention to the life that is un- 
folding there, rise above envy and jealousy, above pride 
and prejudice, — those feelings which in an epoch of 
international intercourse are no longer suitable, and 
which in the past have stood in the way of the devel- 
opment of universal comity. For, after all, we are only 
one world ; every treasure, every forward step in what- 
ever corner of the earth, increases the wealth and the 
potentiality of happiness of the whole human family. 

The words ** human family** (a family as yet far 

from united, still living in bitter feud) bring me back 
to the theme that lay at the basis of my whole trans- 
atlantic journey, — the Peace Congress. In New York, 
among the festivities arranged in honor of the dele- 
gates, was a great meeting organized by the Germans 
living there. It was held in Terrace Garden under the 
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honorary chainnanship of Oscar S. Straus, member of 

the Permanent Court of Arbitration at The Hague, 
former Ambassador Dr. Andrew D. White, and the uni- 
versally respected Carl Schurz. Why so respected ? " 
This question was once put to Dr. White by Bismarck. 

Tell me, on what grounds does the old forty-eighter 
enjoy such universal and high regard in your country? 
**For this reason," replied the Ai^ierican ambassador, 

because he was the man who treated the slavery 
question, which at that time was the question, not, as 
was customary, from the philanthropical or the consti- 
tutional, but from the philosophical standpoint, with 
regard to its significance not for the negroes, but for 
the country,** 

Perhaps, I might add, the Americans are so charmed 
by Carl Schurz because, when he was in a leading 
position in the public service, he called a halt in the 
increasing deforestation of the country. And, above 
all, because he is a personality) I made his acquaint- 
ance, and in his house spent one of the most exhila* 
rating hours of my American visit 

I made a pilgrimage to Grant's tomb, on the door 
of which his exclamation is carved, **Let us have 
peace!" And I saw the statue of General Sherman, 
who uttered the famous saying, "War is hell." The 
hellish reports of the ten days* battle raging in eastern 
Asia — where, at the very time when we in America 
were discussing the question of peace, the "field of 
honor" was covered with incredible numbers of the 
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dead, — brought to us eveiy day a confinnatioa of that 
utterance of General Sherman's. 

We inspected the famous hotel, the Waldorf-Astoria. 
It exceeds in size and splendor anything that has thus 
far been attained in the way of public houses. And 
yet a new hotel has just been opened in New York, 
called the St Regis, which is said to be furnished 
even more luxuriously, with all sorts of art treasures^ 
old Gobelins, masterpieces of painting, and the like; 
but it is small — intended only for the upper four 
hundred ; I was told that the lowest phce for a room 
was eight dollars a day. 

The ballroom of the Waldorf-Astoria is adorned 
with a painting proudly proclaimed by the guide as 
the biggest canvas in the world" Not the best-painted 
but the biggest canvas in the world 1 This naive boast- 
fulness is rather characteristic of the worship of the 
gigantic that prevails there. When our shops announce 
a sale they call it a great sale**; the American adver- 
tisement invites you to a " mammoth sale." The cice- 
rone of the hotel called our attention to the fact that 
there are three thousand gilded chairs in the ballroom 
and the adjacent drawing-rooms, each with a difiPerent 
hand-painted scene on lU cushion. One of our com- 
pany immediately sat down on one of these artistically 
glorified chairs, apparently to test whether or not such 
delightful artistry aroused special sensations. I had 
a ride on the underground railway, which was to be 
opened to the public a few days later, but which had 
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been running ** regularly for three months so that its 
use might be perfected before it was turned over to 

the public, — maneuver before the real attack! 

I had the opportunity in New York of making the 
acquaintance of Mr. Pulitzer, the owner of the most 
widely circulated American newspaper, the World. 
His home (I was invited there to a luncheon) is of 
the most exquisite splendor, and two tall, wonder- 
fully beautiful daughters arc its life. But witli all his 
wealth, all his power, the publisher of the World is a 
poor man. Two of the greatest blessings of life this 
otherwise vigorous, young-looking man, not yet sixty, 
has lost, — his eyesight and sleep. Nevertheless, he 
works incessantly, dictates his leading articles, watches 
and regulates the whole course of his great paper, — 
a paper which does not belong to yellow journalism, 
but, on the contrary, has long advocated the peace 
movement A few years ago, when the relations be- 
tween the United States and Great Britain were 
strained to the danger point, the World requested 
answers to a series of questions, and among the 
responses was one from the then Prince of Wales, 
which did much to allay the danger of war. 

If I had lunched a day later at the Pulitzer house, 
I should have made the acc[uaintance of Roosevelt's 
opponent, Mr. Alton B. Parker. The World favors the 
Democratic party without yielding to the illusion that 
at the present time the election can be won from the 
Republicans. Is not that a fortunate country that has 
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only two political parties ? Yet even there not every- 
thing is rosy in the political arena. They have their 

brazen-faced practice of corruption, economic battles, 
— trusts and strikes, — that is to say» capitalism and 
labor unions in hostile, threatening opposition (and 

various leaders of the latter bodies arc said not to be 
superior to corruption). Alasl even there, too, there 
is need of what all politics, domestic and foreign, 
everywhere fails to possess, — the moral perception. 

Philadelphia — after New York and Chicago the 
laigest city of the Union — offered us peace people a 
very favorable territory. This city, founded by Puri- 
tans, to-day still largely inhabited by Friends, — as the 
war-detesting Quakers are called, — dominated by the 
statue of William Penn who signed the treaty of peace 
with the Indians (the statue crowns the tower of the 
city hallX — this city is, so to speak, permeated with the 
sap of the peace ideas. Correspondingly cordial, there- 
fore, was the welcome that was accorded the delegates 
of the Boston Peace Congress. The speakers at the 
public reception were the governor of Pennsylvania, 
the mayor of the city, the pro\'ost of the university, 
and the president of the academy. The governor re- 
ferred to the widespread diffusion of our idea, which 
was daily gaining ground. The time, he said, could not 
be far away when collective humanity — the nation, the 
state — would be subjected to the same laws which 
enjoin upon individuals an appeal to right instead of 
violently taking the remedy into their own hands. 
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One of the great attractions of Philadelphia is its 

park, through which we were taken on a drive. It 
really resembles a landscape rather than a park, so 
enonnous» so extensive are all its dimensions. Where 
we have only a clump of trees, there they have a 
grove ; where we have a grassplot, they have a prairie. 
At the same time it is carefully tended and richly 
adorned with flower beds, fountains, and statues, like 
a prince's beautiful castle garden. 

Washington was not included in the schedule of 
cities where lectures were to be given ; but I ran over 
there for two days in order to get some idea of the 
capital city, and especially to meet the President. 

Washington has a character very different from 
that of the other cities of the Union. It is not a city 
exuberant with trade and business; it has no sky- 
scrapers, no elevated or subterranean railways, no 
bank or trade palaces, — only very quiet, very broad 
streets, planted with trees and bordered by villa-like 
houses. Even the embassies and legations are not 
housed in palaces but in similar elegant villas. On the 
other hand, that part of the city where the Capitol, 
the Congressional Library, and the obelisk rise from 
amidst wide-stretching grassplots, is of overpowering 
magnificence. You might think yourself transported 
to an antique world. But no — it is the new world, 
the world of the future. 

The Public Library is unquestionably one of the 
most splendid edifices in the world. The private 
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citizen who goes thither to read after his day's work is 

accomplished can p^ive himself up to the feelings that 
are quickened by an environment of harmonious splen- 
dor» You seem to be in fairyland, and the paintings 
and marble columns and stairways have an especially 
imposing effect when the lofty dome of the central 
hall is illuminated with electric lights. 

On the seventeenth of September I had the honor 
of being received by the President of the United 
States, and of having a private talk with him about the 
cause which is so dear to my heart Friendly, sincere, 
evidently thoroughly impressed with the seriousness 
and the importance of the matter discussed, — so 
seemed Theodore Roosevelt to me. Gallant SoldaUn^ 
turn — even more, adventure-loving Roughridertum— 
is in his blood, but he has a far-seeing social good 
will in his spirit ; and this last makes him the pioneer 
of a new era. He was the first to put into action the 
tribunal of The Hague ; he is now going to call a new 
Hague Conference. 

Universal peace is coming,'* he said to me ; it is 
certainly coming— step by step." 

It would be unbecoming in me to repeat what was 
said in an unconstrained conversation; only the fol- 
lowing I might be permitted to state here. 1 had 
mentioned the Anglo-American Arbitration Treaty 
that came so near being concluded in 1897, and sug- 
gested that the present would be an appropriate 
moment for taking it up again. 
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I have the intention,** replied the President, ** of in- 
augurating treaties, not with England alone, but with 
all nations, — with France, Germany — ** 

** Do not forget my Austria," I interrupted. 

He smiled. ^ And Austria and Italy, and England 
of course. But England should not be the sole and 
only one, else the treaty might be misunderstood as an 
alliance of the English-speaking races. It is America's 
duty to make treaties simultaneously with all civilized 
nations. And I contemplate one other thing, namely, 
that these treaties shall be more far*reaching in their 
scope, and with fewer limitations, than those already 
concluded in Europe." 

The President said among other things that he 
especially admired Austria's acquisition of power in 

Bosnia; he called this "a feat." 

I went from Washington directly to Cincinnati. 
Cincinnati is a manufacturing city, therefore some- 
what gray and smoky, but nevertheless it is surrounded 
by a girdle of smiling villas and is provided with a 
public garden which, not without justification, is called 
Eden Park. The lectures of the peace delegates were 
delivered in a concert hall which holds four thousand 
people, and which on that evening was hiied to over- 
flowing. The heads of the official departments, among 
them a bishop, delivered the introductory addresses, 
and I was given the flattering surprise of seeing, over 
the platform, the title of my book gleaming in electric 
letters, " Lay Down Your Arms." 
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On our way back we stopped at Buffalo^ and from 
there made an excursion to Niagara Falls. One thing 

with which I might reproach this splendid spectacle 
of nature — and yet it is not its iault — is the circum- 
stance that around the raging waters, on the steep^ 
wooded banks, there stand, in place of Indian wig- 
warns, modem villas and hotels, and — worse yet — 
on a plateau mirrored in the rolling flood a billboard, 
twenty meters long, calls the attention of pilgrims to 
Niagara to a certain species of biscuit! On the other 
hand, it is bewitching when from various positions 
brilliantly colored rainbows, accompanied by others of 
paler hues, appear and vanish and hover over the 
rising mists like veils. 

I brought my visit to America to a dose with a 
visit of several days in Ithaca at the house of the 
former ambassador, Dr. Andrew D. White, Ithaca 
and its famous university is a little world in itsell 

Thus these three weeks in America have flown like 
a dream, and 1 am again on board, homeward bound — 
richer in magnificent impressions, with my mental 
horizon enlarged more than I had ever dreamed pos- 
sible. I have looked through a new window — hastily, 
I must confess, and through only a narrow opening — 
into the universe. 
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